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At the General Meeting of the Loyal National 
Repeal Assocution, held on Monday, the 5th Fe- 
bruary, 1844, 

THE RIGHT HON. LORD FFRENCH IN THE CHAIR, 

Mr. William Smith O'Beien, M.P., pursuant to no- 
tice, moved, that a Committee he appointed to watch 
over the progress of Bills and other proceedings in 
Parliament, with power to report from time to time 
as occasion may require. 

Mr. Mahee, late M. P. for Wexford, seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 

When the Parliamentary Committee met, in pur- 
suance of the above resolution, they agreed that it 
was desirable that their powers should be enlarged, 
so that they might be enabled to take into considera- 
tion, and report upon, subjects not immediately be- 
fore parliament. A resolution was accordingly passed 
at the Association, on the 19th of February, by 
which the Committee was denominated — "^ Com- 
mittee to consider what Public Questions may^ with 
propriety^ he made the subject of Petition to Par- 
liament^ with power to report from time to time as 
occasion may require^^ 

• Note. — All Members of Parliament who are Members of the Associa- 
tion, are ex-officio Members of the Parliamentary Committee. 
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Before we proceed to lay before the Association a state- 
ment of the progress which we have made in the inquiries 
to which our attention has been directed, it may be proper 
that we should briefly describe the nature of the duties 
imposed upon us, with a view of inducing those who are 
not members of this committee to assist us with information 
and suggestions relative to the various questions which 
will be successively brought under our consideration. 

Although the primary object of the Association is the 
attainment of domestic legislation for Ireland by a Bepeal 
of the act of Union, yet it would be inexcusable if, in pur- 
suing this object, it were to lose sight of the general in- 
terests of the country ; and having at its command the 
intellectual services of a large number of persons of the 
highest intelligence, it proposes to direct their zealous 
patriotism to the consideration of measures calculated to 
improve the condition and to elevate the character of the 
Irish nation. These subsidiary exertions are the more 
needed, on account of the very limited representation which 
Ireland enjoys in the imperial legislature. Notwithstand- 
ing the acknowledged ability of the Irish members of 
parliament, our present representation is confessedly in- 
adequate to express fully the. public opinion of the Irish 
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community — to make known its wants, to procure redress 
for our political grievances, and to realise the legislation 
required for correction of the multiplied social evils under 
which this country suffers. Though conscious that our 
present organization is still very imperfect, when considered 
in reference to the extensive field of operation which lies 
before us, yet we hope that, aided by the accession of in- 
tellectual power which wiU hereafter become associated 
with us, we shall be able to submit to the Association a 
series of well-considered reports upon the various public 
questions which concern the interest of Ireland. These 
reports will be followed by petitions to the legislature in 
all cases in which we can entertain a reasonable expectation 
that an expression of Irish opini(Hi will carry weight with 
it in parliament, or in which it may become necessary, as a 
duty we owe to ourselves, to place upon record our senti- 
ments, by wav of suggestion or of remonstrance. We 
venture to think that her MaJesty^s government, feeling 
that they are wholly dissociated from Irish sympathies, 
and that they are unaided by the advice of any responsible 
functionaries who possess the confidence of the Irish 
people, or are acquainted with their wants and interests, 
will look to the records of this Association for an exposi- 
tion of the public opinion of this country, and will avail 
themselves of any useful suggestions which we may submit 
for consideration. We venture also to think that the par- 
liament of Great Britain, consisting of persons of whom 
five-sixths are utterly ignorant of eveiy thing which con- 
cerns the internal condition of Ireland, will not wholly dis- 
regard our efforts to supply it with data for legislation. 
Should these expectations, however, be disappointed, we 
shall not find ourselves in a worse position than that in 
which we are at present placed. We have observed thai 
during a long succession of years, the representations of a 
large majority of the Irish members in parliament have 
been wholly set at naught, even with regard to matters 
relating exclusively to Ireland ; and we have no grounds 
for believing that their future efforts will be less unavailing 
than their past, unless they be reinforced by a powerfiil 
expression of the public opinion of Ireland. If it shall be 
found that neither the voice of the Irish representatives, 
nor that of the Repeal Association can prevail, so far as to 
secure attention to the interests of Ireland, we shall, in 
.... 2 
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such case, be furnished with a strong additional argument 
in favour of domestic le^lation, by having proved at once 
both the hopelessness of expecting useM measures from 
the imperial parliament, and our own capacity to encounter 
and overcome the difficulties of practical legislation. 

Inasmuch as the moral strength of our national confe- 
deration depends much upon the maintenance of its internal 
harmony, it is our intention to avoid the discussion of those 
questions with regard to which differences of opinion exist 
amongst members of the Association, and to confine our- 
selves as much as possible to those subjects with reference 
to which our suggestions will be strengthened by the weight 
which belongs to unanimity. We also think it very de- 
drable that it should be announced as a fundamental prin- 
ciple, that no person who may join the Bepeal Association 
will be held individually responsible for any opinion which 
may be expressed either by its members, bv its committees, 
or by the body at large, except that which forms the basis 
of our co-operation — ^namely, the expediency of seeking to 
attain domestic legislation by a Bepeal of the act of Umon. 

Having premised these preliminary remarks, we now 
proceed to report the progress which we have made in the 
inquiries committed to us for investigation. 

Amon^ the questions which engage public attention, 
those which were mentioned in the Queen's speech natu- 
rally deserve immecBate notice. The principal topics in- 
troduced into that document concerning the interests of 
Ireland are — 

The Legislative Union, 

The Land Commission, 

The Franchise, 

The Bank Charter, 

The Estimates for Public Services. 

With reference to the expressions relative to the Union 
which have been suggested to her Majesty by her minis- 
ters, we feel it our duty to protest against the attempt 
which has been made on the present, as well as upon former 
occasions, to prejudice the discussion of a question affecting 
the interests, the happiness, and the security of the empire, 
by identifying our gracious Sovereign with the opinions of 
her cabinet, or even of a majority in both houses of parlia- 
ment. The Irish nation is ftilly persuaded that her 
3 
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Majesty will consent to a Repeal of the Union, whenever 
the people of these realms shall be convinced, that it is for 
their interest that the legislative institutions of the united 
kingdom should be remodelled ; and we conceive that her 
advisers would act much more respectfully to their Sove- 
reign, if they were to endeavour to uphold the Union, by 
pointing out what benefits it has already conferred upon 
Ireland, and what future advantages it is calculated to 
secure, instead of inducing her Majesty to adopt their un- 
reasoning denunciations against a measure which commands 
the enthusiastic support of her loyal Irish subjects. These 
ministerial declarations will not, however, prevent the Irish 
people from pursuing this great national object with ear- 
nest, but well-regulated zeal. Petitions will be presented 
to the House of Commons during the present session, in 
favour of a Repeal of the Legislative Union, supported by 
such a number of signatures as ought to convince parlia- 
ment that the national sentiment cannot be suppressed ; and 
the exertions of the Repeal Association will, in the mean 
tk&e, be continued with a vigour proportionate to the depth 
a;nd extent of this sentiment. 

Fully impressed with the paramount importance of the 
questions which are connected with the Tenure of Land, we 
shall apply to this subject our most anxious consideration. 
The Association having already appointed a committee to 
obtain evidence relative to the occupation of land in Ire- 
land, we shall avail ourselves of the fruits of its labours, 
and we hope that previous to the period when parliament 
will be called upon to legislate with reference to this ques- 
tion, we shall be able to submit a general statement of our 
views with respect to every branch of this interesting but 
difficult subject. 

The next topic to which we have to direct your atten- 
tion is the question of the Franchise. It would be prema- 
ture to offer any opinion upon the intentions of government, 
until we are fully in possession of the details of their 
proposed measures; but in order to furnish them with 
some data which may be useful in guiding legislation, we 
have prepared a report upon the borough francnise of both 
kingdoms. By this report it will be seen that the reform 
act gave to Ireland franchises much less liberal than those 
which were secured to England, and that an increase of 
the number of electors is scarcely less needed in regard of 

4 
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borouglis than of counties. We tnow not whether atten* 
tion will be paid by the government to the statements con- 
tained in this report, but we confidently believe that they 
will convince all impartial inquirers that our claim is 
founded on reason and justice. We have also taken mea- 
sures to ascertain the actual numbers of the several consti- 
tuencies of Ireland, and we trust that we shall be furnished 
by members of the Eepeal Association residing in different 
parts of the country, with information upon every point 
which can assist our endeavour to procure an extension of 
the parliamentary franchise, as well as the removal of the 
various restrictions with which it is now encumbered. 

With regard to the question of Banking, we are unwil- 
ling to enter into any discussion of the general principles 
which ought to govern the regulation of me currency, imlil 
the views of her Majesty's government shall have been 
fully developed ; but we believe it to be the unanimous 
opinion of all who are not personally interested in the pe- 
cuniary concerns of the BarJk of Ireland, that the exclusive 
monopoly of circulation, now enjoyed by that establishment, 
within a circuit of sixty-three statute miles round Dublin, 
ought to be abolished. We are engaged in collecting 
materials for a report upon this subject, which will be pre- 
sented at an early period to the Association. 

In her Majesty's speech, reference having been made to 
the Estimates for the various public services, we are glad 
to take this early opportunity of setting forth our views in 
regard to the pubhc expenditure required for naval and 
military purposes. We perceive that within the last twelve 
months the military establishment stationed in this country 
has been increased by above seven thousand men — ^that a 
considerable expenditure has been incurred in fortifying 
barracks and other strong holds, and that many of our har- 
bours and rivers are occupied by a large marine force. 
Now, whilst we detest and denounce that miserable system 
of policy which seeks to govern Ireland, not through the 
medium of its interests and of its affections, but by military 
coercion — ^whilst Ve regard the pretexts which have been 
used to justify the introduction of this force into Ireland as 
an unmerited impeachment of the loyalty of the Irish peo- 
ple — ^and whilst we regret that the public resources should 
be so unprofitably wasted, we, at the same time, wish it to 
be distinctly understood, that we should view with satisfac- 
5 
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tion the permanent location in this country of a large pro- 
portion of whatever naval and military establishment may 
be required for the general defence of the empire. We 
know that the people of Ireland entertain no desire or 
intention to cope with the military power of the united 
kingdom. We, therefore, welcome as friends the gallant 
army and navy, of which a large proportion consists of our 
own fellow-countrymen. Their expenditure gives a sti-^ 
mulus to our home markets, and their presence enUvens our 
social meetings. It has indeed long been a well-founded 
complaint, that in the expenditure connected with the pub- 
lic departments, Ireland does not participate in the degree 
to wnich she is entitled. We, therefore, propose to 
advance a clabn to the permanent enjoyment of our full 
share of these advantages. With a view of substantially 
establishing this claim by reference to official documents, 
we have the estimates now under investigation, and hope 
to be able, within a short time, to lay our views on the 
subject before the Association. 

We propose also to examine the structure of the finan- 
cial departments, particularly of the customs, excise, and 
post-office, with a view to ascertain whether justice has been 
done to the natives of Ireland in their administration. 
When the public offices which formerly existed in Ireland 
were consolidated with those of Great Britain, a distinct 
pledge was given, that with reference to patronage and 
other advantages, Ireland should be placed in a position at 
least as &vourable as that which she had previously occu- 
pied. We have reason to think that this pledge has not 
been redeemed, and that both as regards patronage, pro- 
tection to the interests of trade, and departmental expen- 
diture, Irdand has suffered much loss by the consolidation. 
We believe, also, that we shall be able to show, by an 
examination of these details, that in reference to this branch 
of our national interest, the present situation of Ireland is 
much less favourable than that which would result from a 
Bepeal of the Union. 

We do not think it necessary to dwell upon the allusions 
to our foreign relations which have been introduced into her 
Majesty's speech ; but as our fellow-countrymen have been 
employed in the various engagements which have been 
followed by the occupation of Scinde, we have thought it 
right to enquire how far the proceedings of the British 

6 
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government in relation to the Ameers of Scinde have been 
consistent with honour, good faith, justice, and mercy. As 
we shall probably feel ourselves called upon to present a 
formal report of our opinion relative to this subject, we will 
not now invite a premature discussion upon it. In the 
mean time we have reason to think that these proceedings 
will elucidate some of the advantages which would result 
from the existence of a separate parliament in Ireland, the 
concurrence of which in foreign wars would be required, 
before the British government could safely involve the 
empire in hostilities with unoffending nations. 

In reviewing the questions which have already occupied 
public attention since the session commenced, we must not 
omit to notice the discussions connected with Lord John 
Bussell's motion on the state of Ireland. We are neither 
surprised nor disheartened by the rejection of that motion. 
We know how little we have to expect from the British 
parliament. We learn from the recent debate that neither 
of the great English parties are prepared to redress the 
wrongs of which we complain. Still, however, we are 
disposed to hope that some advantages will arise from this 
discussion. It has given us especial satis&ction to find 
that the complaints which we have felt it our duty to sub* 
mit to parliament with regard to the late state prosecutions, 
have been fully sustained by the opinions of the most emi- 
nent lawyers and constitutional statesmen of Great Britain; 
and we should do injustice to our own feelings, if we &iled 
to express the gratification vnth which we have witnessed 
the sympathjr recently evinced towards the people of Ire- 
land and their leaders, in reference to this trial, by a portion 
of the English nation. 

With a view of proving that our solicitude is not limited 
to mere party interests, but extends to every subject which 
can affect the happiness of any portion of our fellow-coun- 
trymen, we took the earliest opportunity of considering the 
unsettled state of the law respecting Presbyterian mar- 
riages. We have prepared a report relative to this ques- 
tion, but we have been deterred from presenting it to the 
Association, under the apprehension that the Presbyterians 
of Ireland might feel some jealousy, if it were to originate 
an application to parliament respecting a matter which 
chiefly affects that class of the Irish community. We have, 
therefore, preferred to wait until we shall feel assured that 
7 
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our intervention will be acceptable to them, contenting 
ourselves in the mean time with a declaration, that in our 
opinion no privileges ought to be given to the clergy of the 
Established Church, in reference to the civil effects result- 
ing from the eolemnization of marriage, which ought not 
equally to be extended to the clergy of all persuasions. 
Whenever the expression of this opmion, by way of peti- 
tion to parliament, shall be deemed advisable, we shall 
recommend to the Association to lend its most earnest co- 
operation in vindication of the rights of our Presbyterian 
fellow-countrymen. Nor is it in regard of the Presbyte- 
rians alone that the law relative to mixed marriages requires 
amendment. Roman Catholics are still subjected, in respect 
of the solemnization of such marriages, to disabilities which 
are not shared by the adherents of the Established Church. 
We have thought it desirable, however, to invite sugges- 
tions on this subject from the Catholic clergy, before we 
undertake to submit to parliament our complaints with 
re^ird to these disabilities. 

In obedience to the instruction of the Association, we 
are engaged in preparing a report upon the existing Jury 
Law of Ireland, with a view to the correction of its 
defects. 

We have abo applied ourselves to the consideration of 
several other subjects, respecting which we shall take occb;- 
sion to submit reports to the Association, as soon as our 
enquiries are brought to maturity. For the present, we 
conclude with the expression of a hope that we shall receive 
assistance and co-operation from all who are anxious for the 
improvement of Ireland, in our attempts to bring before 
the legislature, in a practical form, the claims of this 
country, and to supply, to the extent of our ability, the 
legislative deficiencies which arise &om inadequate repre- 
sentation, and from the absence of a parliament in Ireland. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

WILLIAM S. O'BRIEN, 
Chairman, 

March, 1844. 
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YauR dommittee beg to state, that they have had the 
Borough Franchise in £eland fully under their considerar 
tion, and they have taken, they ho^e, efficient measures for 
the purpose c^ ascertaining the statistics and present condi- 
tion of the several boroughs in Ireland^ both as regards the 
number of electors and of householders in each, who are 
unable to qualify under the existing laws. 

The conclusions to be drawn from these inquiries must 
necessarily be deferred until we obtain returns from the 
several localities ; but, in the mean time, your Committee 
beg to submit, for the consideration of the Association, a 
short review of the law regulating the borough franchise 
in Ireland. 

It has been the loud and constant complaint of the 
people of Irdand, that the Irish Beform Act was framed 
and carried in a narrow and distrustful spirit towards this 
country, while a wholly different course was pursued in 
England ; and, although the truth and justice of that com- 
plamt have been as broadly and frequently denied, we un- 
dertake to demonstrate the perfect truth and justice of that 
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complaint in this report. For this purpose we will first 
state, shortly, the borough franchises which existed in Ire- 
land previous to the Reform Act; secondly, how these 
were affected by that measure ; and thirdly, the franchises 
which exist in the boroughs in England, under the English 
Reform Act. Prior to that act of parliament there were 
to be found in the towns and boroughs in Ireland, in ad- 
dition to the £50 and £20 fireeholders, five distinct classes 
of voters : — 

1st. Freeholders of 40*., holding in fee simple, or per- 
petual estate. 

2nd. Freeholders of 40*., for a life or for lives. 

3rd. Freemen by right of birth, servitude, or marriage. 

4th. Freemen by grace especial. 

5th. Persons occupying houses of £5 annual value. 

Of these five classes, aU who qualified by reason of pro- 
perty, namely, 1st, 2nd, and 5th classes, were annihilated 
by the Reform Act ; while the rights of the freemen were 
studiously preserved, with the exception of the 4th class, 
namely, freemen by grace especial. The rights of the latter 
class, however, and also the rights of 40*. freeholders, if 
resident, were preserved for the uves of the persons entitled 
thereto, and in existence at the time of the passing of the 
statute. 

We will now state the fianchises conferred upon the cities 
and towns in Ireland, which are cotmties in themselves, by 
the Reform Act, in lieu of those which it abolished. 

1st. £10 freeholders. This firanchise requires actual 
occupation. 

2nd. Leaseholders of a term originally created for twenty 
years, of the value of £10 a year. This requires occupa- 
tion. 

3rd. Householders occupying any house, warehouse, 
cotmting-house, or shop, of the clear yearly value of £10. 
This franchise requires actual occupation. 

4th. £20 freeholder. This franchise does not require 
occupation. 

5tn. The lessee or assignee of a term oriffinally of 60 
years, of the annual value of £10 — ^this franchise does not 
require occupation, provided the voter holds directiy from 
the owner in fee. 
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6th. The lessee or assignee of a term of 14 years, of the 
annual value of £20 — this franchise does not require occu- 
pation, provided the voter holds directly from the owner in 
fee. 

7th. Freemen admitted in respect of birth, servitude, or 
mamage. 

In cities and towns in Ireland, not being counties in 
themselves, the franchise is still more restricted ; for none 
of the classes in the foregoing enumeration, who qualify out 
of terms of years, possess any franchise by reason of such 
qualification in these localities. 

Having shown the franchise which existed in the towns 
and boroughs of Ireland prior to the Heform Act, and how 
that franchise has been altered by that measure, we will now 
proceed to state, shortly, the franchises which at present 
exist in the represented towns and boroughs of England. 

In the cities and towns in England, which are counties 
in themselves — 

1st. Freeholders of 40^. annual value, for a life or lives : 
this franchise requires actual occupation. 

2nd. Freeholders in perpetuity, of the annual value of 
40^. : this franchise does not require actual occupation. 

3rd. The enjoyment of certain tenures, called burgage 
tenures, without any reference to value : this franchise does 
not require actual occupation. 

This tenure does not, and never did, exist in Ireland. 
The right of voting is annexed to the particular piece of 
land, comprising the ancient burgage houses, or their foun- 
dations. In such tenures no vsuue of the tenement is re- 
quired, save only the payment of some ancient annual 
nominal rent, as 8rf., &c. The premises, out of which the 
right of voting arises, may not be worth 10*. per annum. 

4th. Occupation of any house, warehouse, counting- 
house, or shop, or other building, of the yearly value 
of £10. 

5th. Freemen admitted in respect"*of birth or servitude 
in the cities and towns in England, which are not counties 
in themselves. 

Firstly, £10 householders requiring occupation. 

Secondly, Freemen by right of birth and servitude. 

From this statement it will be seen that the English 
towns possess advantages over the Irish. 
3 
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firstly, The admissibility of large classes of voters as 
40*. frediolders. 

Secondly, The increase of such voters, by the providons 
dispensing with occupation when the premises are held in 
perpetuity. 

Thirdly, The persons possessed of burgage tenures. 

The contrast which the following details present, your 
Committee respectfully submits, justifies the strongest ob- 
servations on the gross injustice dealt to tiie people of 
Ireland through the Irish Keform Act, which, in reference 
to the towns m Ireland, better deserves the name of the 
Irish disfi*anchisement act ; but tiiis injustice will become 
more apparent fix>m a minute consideration of some of the 
provisions of that measure. 

1st. In the clause in the Irish act, ^ving the household 
fi*anchise to the occupant of a house, warehouse, or shop, 
the words ^* or other buildings,'' which occur in the corres- 
ponding section in the English act, are omitted ; and thus, 
m Ireland, the claimant must bring the premises stricdy 
within one or other of the four things specified above, or 
he wiU not be allowed to register, no matter what may be 
the value of the prennses which he occupies. It wouM be 
endless to enumerate the multitude of cases in which the 
possessors of ample property are excluded from the fian- 
chise by this omission ; an omission which, we take leave to 
say, we cannot believe was accidental, but must have been 
designed, when we remember that the English Kefbrm Act 
was passed before the Irish, and the latter was copied fix>m 
the provisions of the former. 

2nd. In immediate connexion with what we have last 
noticed, is another very great objection to the same clause 
of the statute, as it stands at present: that is, the claimant, 
in order to qualify imder it, must prove that he has some 
one of the four classes of premises named therein, worth 
£10 a year ; and although he may have two or more such 
premises, which, taken together, would give the required 
amount of value, he will not be allowed to register. Thus, 
a man may have a shop worth £9, and a warehouse worth 
£9, both premises thus worth £18 a year, yet he cannot 
renter id Ireland. The law, in this respect, is otherwise 
in England ; and your Conmaittee submit this as another 
grievance which calls for immediate redress. 

4 
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3rd. The same clause eiutbles the claimant, in order to 
prove that his premises are of the value of £10 a year, to 
bring into account, in addition to the bouse, counting- 
house, &c,, out of which he claims to regbt^r, any land 
occupied by him within the borough, if it he held under 
the same landlord^ as such house, counting-house, &c* 
This restriction as to the premises being hdd under the 
same landlord, appears to your Committee to be absurd. 

4th. — In both countries the claimant must occupy the 
premises for six months previous to the registry ; but in 
this respect, also, great iniustice has been done to the Irish 
people. In the English Keform Act there is a special pro- 
vision to the effect, that the occupation need not be con- 
tinuous in the same premises ; but if the claimant shall 
have occupied other premises within the borough, of the 
requisite value, for any portion of these six months, such 
occupation will entitie nim to register. The clause we 
have just referred to is omitted from the Irish act altogether, 
and it has been decided frequently that the Irish house- 
holder must prove that he has occupied, for six months 
before the registry, the identical premises out of which be 
claims to register. The consequence of which is, that in 
the towns in Ireland, when a registered voter changes his 
residence, or leaves the premises out of which he regis- 
tered, and takes others of equal or greater value, be is 
disfranchised for twdve months ; for he will not be allowed 
to register until he is six months in occupation of the new 

? remises, and he cannot then vote for six months. Your 
/ommittee submit this as another grievance which demands 
immediate redress. Your Committee suggest, that, a^ occu- 
pation, before voting, is chiefly required for the purpose of 
preventing occasionality, this object would be fidly se- 
cured by requiring the voter to be six months re^tered 
before he can vote ; and that the provision requiring six 
months' occupation, before regislay, might be altogether 
abolished. 

The next matter to which we shall advert is the clause 
Requiring the claimant to pay all grand jury and municipal 
cesses, rates, and taxes. In this instance, also, gross injus- 
tice is done to the Irish people. In the English towns and 
boroughs two taxes only must be paid, and these two are. 
5 
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particularly specified ; while, in Ireland, the householder, 
especially m the cities, is liable to the payment of a large 
number of taxes. In Dublin, for instance, there are not 
less than six rates, which must be paid by householders 
before registering, and afterwards before voting. This is 
a Tcxatious and intolerable clog upon the franchise, and 
ought to be abolished. 

The last point to which we shall advert, respects pre- 
mises jointly occupied by two or more persons, and no part 
of the legislation upon this subject exhibits more strongly 
the unfair spirit in which the Irish act was framed. The 
English Keform Act (section 29) contains an express pro- 
vision, that where premises are jointly occupied by two or 
more persons, each of such joint occupiers shall be entitled 
to vote, in case the yearly value of such premises shall be 
of an amount which, when divided by the number of such 
occupiers, shall give a sum of not less than £10 for each 
occupier. 

The Scotch Heform Act (section 12) contains a provision 
to the same effect ; but in this instance, as well as in those 
we have already noticed, a beneficial and enlarging provi- 
sion is withheld from Ireland ; and thereby large numbers 
in the Irish boroughs, who possess property qualifications 
sufficient to entitle them to register, if they resided in any 
of the English boroughs, are wholly disfranchised. Take, 
for example, partnership firms, so common in cities and 
towns. If the yearly value of the partnership premises 
give £10 to each of the partners, they can all register out 
of them in England or Scotland ; while in Ireland, if the 
yearly value give £100, or £1000, to each of the partners, 
they cannot register. 

Before closing this report, we beg to add, that the Irish 
Municipal Reform Act empowers all persons, having a 
right to their freedom in Dublin, by the qualification of 
birth, marriage, or service, to demand from the corporation 
to be enrolled as freemen ; the granting of which privilege 
confers a right to vote at the election of members of par- 
liament for the city ; and that the number of freemen now 
enrolled under the qualification in the city of Dublin is 
upwards of 3500. The voters are not under any restric- 
tion whatever, except being obliged to reside within seven 

6 
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I 

miles of the city for six months previous to the time of 
voting. They are exempted from the payment of taxes, 
and are not subjected to the test of a property qualification. 

Your Committee is of opinion, that household voters 
should be placed upon a par with freemen, with regard to 
the non-payment of taxes, in the obtainment and exercise of 
their parliamentary franchise. 

For the present, we content ourselves with the above 
contrast of English and Irish reform statutes, without in- 
dulging in any further commentary ; feeling assured that 
the facts we have detailed, will establish the proposition 
with which we set out — namely, that great injustice was 
inflicted upon Ireland by the measure of reform which was 
conceded to her. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

FKANCIS BEADY. 

March, 1844. 
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REMOYAI OF IRISH POOR FROM ENGLAND, 
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LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

At the CandHatUm Hall, on 25tk March, 1844. 



The 17th Geo. 11. c, 5, and 59th Geo. III. c. 12, and 
5th Geo. IV. c. 83, contained enactments relating to the 
removal from England of poor persons bom in Ireland 
and Scotland. These acts were repealed by the 3rd and 
4th William IV. c. 40, by the second section of which it is 
enacted — 

'* That from and after the said 1st day of January, 1834,it 
shall be lawful for two justices of the peace^ and they are hereby 
required, upon the complaint of the church- wardens and over- 
seers of the poor of any parish, township, or other place, main- 
taining its own poor, that any person bom in Scotland or Ireland, 
or in the Isle of Man or ScUly, hath become chargeable to such 
parish, township, or other place, maintaining its own poor, by 
himself or herself, or his or her family, to cause such person to 
be brought before them, and to examine such person, and any 
other witness or witnesses, on oath, touching the place of the 
birth, or last legal settlement of every such person ; and to en- 
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quire whether he or she, or any of his or her fiunily, hath or 
have giuned any settlement in that part of the united kingdom 
called England ; and if it shall be found by such justices that 
the person so brought before them, was bom in either Scotland 
or Ireland, or the Isle of Man or Scilly, and hath not gained any 
settlement in England, and that he or she hath actually become 
chargeable to the complaining parish, &c^ justices may order 
removal, by sea or land, at expense of complaining parish — such 
expense to be repaid parish by county, out of county rates.** 

By the 8th section the act was to continue in force until 
the Ist May, 1836, and to the end of the then next session 
— 3rd and 4th William IV. c. 80, continued by 1st Vic. 
c. 8, until the 1st May, 1839, and the end of the then next 
session. This act further continued by 3xd and 4th Vic. 
c. 27, to the 1st Au^st, 1843, and to the end of the then 
next session of Parliament. 

The provisions of the above acts have caused great 
hardships and oppression to the Irish poor residing in 
England. The provisions enabling parishes to transport 
Irish paupers at the expense of the county, are calculated 
to stimulate the desire naturally felt by parishes to be 
relieved from the burden of supporting Irish paupers. 
Such parishes as take immediate steps to remove an Irish 
pauper will be repaid the whole expense out of the county 
rates; while such parishes as may^ yield to the common 
feelings of humanity, and give relief to an Irish pauper, 
will have to bear the whole expense of such relief out of 
their own rates. The natural consequence is, that, in few 
instances, is any temporary relief given to an Irish pauper 
in England; and the Irish poor, knowing the inevitable 
result of an application to the workhouse, submit to the 
greatest deprivations when thrown out of employment; 
and when forced, by the dread of actuid starvation, to 
apply to the overseers, the unhappy Irish paupers, some 
of whom may have been resident twenty, thirty, and even 
forty jrears in England, and have devoted their labour and 
energies in advancing the interests of that country, are 
immediately sent back to Ireland, with their wives and 
families, who are generally natives of the sister country. 
It is true, natives of Ireland who have acquired settle- 
ments in England, are excepted from the operation of the 

2 
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act; but their number is very limited, in consequence of 
recent enactments abridging the means of acquiring such 
settlements. The summary mode given by the acts for 
the removal of Irish paupers, has deprived even those who 
have acquired settlements, of any advantage, and they are 
removed to Ireland by the justices, notwithstanding their 
most urgent protestations of their legal righcs to a settle- 
ment in England. The cruelty and oppression of the 
whole system, and the frequent illegal removals, engaged 
the attention of the board of guardians of the North 
Dublin Union, almost immediately after their formation. 
They called upon the poor law commissioners to protect 
them from, what they justly termed, grievous and illegal 
oppression. Yet the poor law commissioners, in their 
ninth Report, p. 62, state as follows : " All persons who 
have witnessed the kte pressure in the manufacturing 
districts agree, that the Irish and the non-settled poor, 
whom the lear of removal deterred from applying ibr 
relief, have sufiered far the most. The obligation to relieve 
existed on the spot, but the pauper well knew that the 
receipt of relief would be followed up by his removal, and 
he preferred any extremity to this result." Again, p. 53, 
from the returns alluded to in paragraph 86, it appears 
that the number of Scotch and Irish orders made from 
Lancashire alone, between September, 1840, and Septem- 
ber, 1841, was 3,808, affecting no less than 7,798 persons. 
The subject, therefore, is of very great importance. Against 
these orders there is no mode of appeal ; and, as the ex- 
pense is borne by the county, there is not the common check 
of the costs of executing the order. 

The poor law commissioners, whilst they thus strongly 
acknowledge the injustice and oppression complained of, 
have recommended no remedy to government, unless a 
power of appeal ; while they, at the same time, recommend 
the abolition of settlement by apprenticeship, renting a 
tenement, payment of rates, or estate, which would have 
the inevitable effect of depriving the imhappy Irish of any 
chance of acquiring a legal settlement in England. 

The guardians of the North Union having failed, after 
repeated applications, to obtain redress from the poor law 
commissioners, applied on the 13th June, 1842, to Lord 
3 
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Eliot, the Irish Secretary ; and on the 23rd of the same 
month, received a reply from his lordship, that at the ad- 
vanced period of the session the government was not pre- 
pared to enter upon the question. In the month of August 
of the same year, the members of the board of guardians, 
despairing of any relief from the government or the poor 
law commissioners, directed an inqmry into the cases of poor 
removed from England, who were then inmates of their 
workhouse ; and by a pecuniary subscription amongst the 
guardians, they sent back to Lancashire 27 families, com- 
prising 115 individuals. Your Committee annex a few of 
these cases : — 

Martin Heffernan, aged 60 years, resided 40 years in 
England ; the last 30 in Wigan, where he acquired a settlement, 
by serving an apprenticeship of 7 years to a cotton weaver ; 
married 20 years ago at Wigan to Elizabeth Taylor, a native 
of Wigan, by whom he has had six children, born at Wigan. 
Hev his wife, and six children, were forcibly removed by a 
magistrate's order to Dublin, and received into the North 
Dublin Union, 9th May, 1842. Thus, a gross and most illegal 
outrage was committed upon Heffernan and his family ; and 
the rate-payers of the North Dublin Union were obliged to 
support, for a period of more than three months, a family of 
eight persons, who were legally chargeable to the parish of 
Wigan. 

Fanny M'Mullen and four children legally entitled to a 
settlement in Wigan, were removed by a Magistrate's order to 
Ireland, and received into the North Dublin Union, on 1st 
July, 1842. 

Mrs. Wilson and six children admitted 22nd August, 1842. 
She was a native of Guernsey, but born of Irish parents ; her 
husband is a native of Bowes in Yorkshire ; he came to Man- 
chester before the riots — sent his wife and children to the 
work-house there, where they remained three weeks — then sent 
by a magistrate's order to Ireland. She states, they said it was 
less expensive to send her and her children to Ireland, than to 
Bowes, in Yorkshire. 

This case was examined and reported on by Mr. Cle- 
ments, assistant poor law commissioner. See 9th Report 
P.L. C.p.53. 

4 
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James Corrigan, a native of the County of Cavan, went to 
reside at Wigan, 40 years ago — he there married 27 years ago 
his wife Margaret, an Irishwoman, hy whom he had several 
children, of whom two are now living. Corrigan was ohliged, 
hj illness, to seek relief at Wigan. He was taken out of his 
sick hed, and, with his wife and two children, forcibly removed, 
and after their landing in Dublin, he was obliged to lie down 
in the streets from sickness — they were admitted into the North 
Union, where Corrigan died from the effects of removal. 

James Stevenson, aged 38 years, resided 20 years in 
Wigan, where he married an Englishwoman, by whom he had 
seven children born at Wigan. On application at the overseers, 
he was immediately brought before the mayor of Wigan, and 
forcibly removed with his wife and children to Dublin — ^he left 
two looms, and other implements of trade, in his house, and was 
removed without being allowed to communicate with any friend 
or relative. The whole affair appeared incredible to the guar- 
dians: but the matter being published in the newspapers, 
attracted the attention of a gentleman in Liverpool, with whom 
Stevenson's sister lives as housemaid ; a letter was received from 
him, authenticating the truth of the whole story, and stating 
that the relatives of Stevenson, who were ignorant what had 
become of him, would relieve him, if the guardians would send 
the family back, which was instantly done by subscription 
amongst the members of the board. 

Your Committee beg leave to add the following cases, 
which have recently come within cognizance of your Com- 
mittee : — 

Mathew Deegan is a native of Oran, County Roscommon, 
whence he was taken by his parents 20 years since, being then 
only 5 years old, and brought up in Hull, where he has since 
lived uninterruptedly, and worked as a labourer — is not aware 
that he has any relatives in Roscommon — was for some time out 
of employment, and obliged to apply at the Mansion-house, 
Hull, for relief, on which occasion he was called on to sign a 
paper, stating his place of nativity, &c., and was told that unless 
he signed it he would get no further relief. The entire relief 
he received from time to time was 6 loaves of bread — one loaf 
at a time, and 6d, with the last loaf. 

In 1 3 days after his last application for relief, five policemen 
came to his residence at half-past 4 o'clock, a. m^ forced him, 
5 
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his wife, and three children, out of bed ; he shewed the police his 
breast, yet sore from a blister, which he had recently taken off 
-—they obliged him to get up ; told him if he was not ezpedttioiQis 
they would take him off widiout his clothes — they put him, his 
wife, and children,4n the third class train for Liverpool, to which 
place they accompanied him, where he and his family (five in 
number) were immediately placed on board the steamer, and 
landed in Dublin on Thursday, March 14th, 1844. 

Case of Owen Maguire, — Is a native of Comamuckla, near 
Carlingford, Co. Louth, which place he left 23 years ago, being 
then a boy, and went to England, where he followed the 
business of a hawker — ^then became a labourer in Hull, where 
he has resided constantly for the last twenty years — is married, 
and has three children, all of whom were bom in Hull — was 
out of employment for some time, and obliged to apply at the 
Mansion-house five times for relief ; on the fifth application he 
was told that unless he signed a paper presented to him, he 
would receive no more relief — he therefore signed it — did not 
again apply, as he got four days' employment, and was to get 
constant work for himself at Zs. per day, and his son was earn- 
ing 4«. a- week in a factory. 

In 13 days after his last receipt of relief as above-mentioned, 
he was forced out of bed at half-past 4 o'clock, a. m., by the 
police, with his wife and three children, and, with Matbew 
Deegan and others, landed in Dublin on the morning of Thurs- 
day, March the 14th, 1844. 

Your Committee learn from the following commimicar- 
tions, dated 12th inst., addressed to the Association by the 
Keyerend Joseph Bender, of Hull, that the latter oases 
are but two of a large class, which have just occurred in 
that town : — 

« A number of my poor people will be sent off from Hull 
to-morrow morning, to Liverpool, and from Liverpool to Dub- 
lin : I am sure you would feel deeply interested in their behalf 
if I could describe the oppression and cruel treatment to which 
they have been exposed. Their only crime is the applications 
which they have made to our poor-house for relief during sick- 
ness, or at times when they were out of employment ; — they 
have been dragged, as criminals, from their homes, and detained 
in the work-house as prisoners ; and are to be sent off to Dub- 
lin to-morrow morning. Some of them have resided fourteen 
years in Hull, some seventeen, some twenty years, having 

6 
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laboured honestly for their bread : and never, except on acci- 
dental occasions, as I have mentioned, applied for reHef. Some 
Had procured employment, and yet were required to leave, 
because that, when out of employment, they had received a few 
loaves of bread ; they all promised never to apply again if 
allowed to remain; and idthough general intimations were 
^ven that they woidd be removed, no time was specified ; and 
as such intimations had been occasionally given during the last 
ten years, as a means of deterring the Irish paupers from making 
applications, the poor people never supposed that on the present 
occasion the threats would be carried into effect ; hence, they 
were all taken by surprise ; and yesterday, as early as between 
4 and 5 o'clock, before they had got out of bed, parties of 
policemen came to their doors, and demanded admission; — 
parents and children were ordered to get up from their beds 
and put on their clothes instantly, and to accompany the police 
to the work-house. The mothers, in more cases than one, 
were in a delicate state of health, and more fit for the infirmary 
than for a journey to Ireland ; in several cases they had to 
leave their furniture and other possessions ; arrangements had 
been made to send them off this morning, Tuesday, at 5 o'clock 
— fifty of them, including men, women, and children, were 
taken from their homes as I have described. It was not till 
between 1 2 and 1 o'clock yesterday, that the circumstances came 
to my knowledge ; I never ceased till late last night in making 
every effort to get them relieved from this condition. Ten were 
released, and one day was allowed to the others to make some 
arrangement respecting the furniture and clothes ; the remain- 
ing forty will be sent off to-morrow morning/' 

Your Committee find, that these poor people were ac- 
cordingly transmitted to Dublin ; some of them have been 
obliged to wander away ; but a few of them who had friends 
and employment in Hull, have been enabled to return, 
through the humane exertions of the Bev. Mr. Bender, 
who, from his own pocket, remitted money to pay their 
expenses back. 

Your Committee cannot forbear expressing their censure 
upon the unnecessary cruelty with which a law, intrinsi- 
cally harsh, is enforced. The wretched individuals who are 
obliged to resort to that law, from the vicissitudes of life, 
to which all are more or less liable, find in it a scourge, 
where their forlorn conditions would demand protection. 
7 
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Your Committee are of opinion, that the interference of 
the legislature is imperatively demanded to remove those 
sources of injustice and bitter estran^ment; with this 
view, your Committee recommend a petition to parliament, 
praying, that in any new act it may be provided — 

That any native of Ireland seeking for poor-law relief, 
who shall nave resided ten years in England, shall not be 
removed to Ireland. 

That other natives of Ireland shall not he removed until 
three months after they shall have become chargeable 
respectively. 

That in all cases, natives of Ireland shall be removed to 
the sea-ports nearest to their birth-place. Notice of re- 
moval to be given to tlie clerk of the union in which 
birth-place is situate, with a right of appeal against the 
decision of the mamstrates. That a copy of the order of 
removal and depositions be sent to the derk of the union 
of which the pauper is a native ; and that, between Ist of 
October and 1st May, paupers be transmitted in a covered 
part of the vessel. 

Signed, 

On behalf of the Sub-Committee, 

ROBERT MULLEN, 
Chairmanm 
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Your Committee, in entering upon tlie discharge of the 
very important duties imposed upon them, have deemed it 
advisable to avoid touching upon the intricate and embar- 
rassing question of Foreign Exchanges, Currency, &c., and 
have determined upon confining their inquiries to the past 
and present state of Banking operations in Ireland, — ^with 
a view to the introduction of such an improved system of 
Joint-Stock Banking as shall, without endangering the 
property of the note-holder, afford legitimate banking 
accommodation to all classes worthy of credit, and thereby 
promote the agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial 
mterests of Ireland. 

The introduction of Joint^Stock Banking into Ireland 
took place in the year 1782, when a body of merchants, 
traders, and others, under the style and title of the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, subscribed a 
sum of £600,000, Irish currencv — which sum they lent to 
government, at a high rate of interest, in consideration of 
receiving a charter, giving them a monopoly of banking 
privileges in Ireland, for a period of fourteen years ; at 
I D 
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the expiration of which time, and on repayment of the 
original sum of £600,000, Irish currency, the charter was 
to expire. 

In the year 1791 an act was passed, 31st Geo. III., 
chap. 42, authorising an increase of £400,000 to the 
capital of the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
Ireland, and extending the monopoly of that bank to the 
1st of January, 1816. This privilege was granted in con- 
sideration of a sum of £60,000, paid by the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of Ireland to the then government. 

In the year 1797 an act was passed, 37th Geo. III., 
chap. 50, authorising the Bank to increase its capital by 
the subscription of a further sum of £500,000 ; which 
amount was lent to government at a high rate of interest. 

In the year 1808 another act was passed, viz., 48th 
Geo. III. chap. 103, authorising the increase of the capital 
in a further sum of £1,000,000, Irish. This act extended 
the monopoly to the Ist January, 1837, in consideration 
of the whole capital of the Bank of Ireland being lent to 
the government at interest, and which was lent accordingly. 

In the year 1821 an act was passed, 1st and 2nd Geo. 
IV., chap. 72, authorising a further increase of £500,000 
in the capital, making the aggregate capital of the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Sank of Ireland £3,000,000, 
Irish, sterling ; and the whole of said sum was lent to 
government, and still remains due to the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of Ireland, as appears by returns 
made by the Bank of Ireland in the year 1837, and printed 
by order of the House of Commons — shewing, that the 
total amoimt of Bank of Ireland capital advanced to 
government, and the " annual" interest received for same, 
on the 31st December, 1836, was as follows, viz. — 

Total amount of Bank of Ireland capi- British. 

tal advanced to government, ...£2,630,769 4 8 

And the interest received for same was 1 15,384 12 2 
Viz. £1,015,384 12^. 4rf. 

lent at 5 ^ cent. ^ ann. £50,769 4 8 
£1,615,384 12^. 4rf. at 4 

^ cent. ... ... 64,615 7 6 



£115,384 12 
% 
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Thus it appears, that, from the period of the establish- 
ment of the Bank of Ireland, in the year 1782, until the 
present time, the entire of its capital was lent to govern- 
ment at a rate of interest, producing an annual income, 
from that source alone, of £115,384 12.*. 2rf. ; whilst the 
government gave it the benefit of being the bank of deposit 
for all treasury, chancery, and other public monies in Ire- 
land, amounting to an average balance of about £1,500,000, 
Jree of any interest — thus giving the Governor and Com* 
pany of the Bank of Ireland the advantage of a permanent 
deposit of £1,500,000, free of interest, which they, the 
government, borrowed from the Bank at the rate of about 
5 per cent, per annum. It will therefore be seen that, 
from this source alone, the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of Ireland, at the expense of the nation, derived an 
annual income of about £75,000. 

Although the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
Ireland possessed the right (and exercised it) to prevent 
the establishment of any bank of issue, with more than 
six partners, in any part of Ireland ; still, from the year 
1 782 imtil the year 1 825, they confined their banking opera- 
tions to the city of Dublin ; and although repeatedly soli- 
cited by the merchants and traders of Cork, Limerick, 
Waterfbrd, Belfast, and other great commercial towns, to 
establish branches in those localities, they peremptorily 
refused to do so ; the result was, that a large number of 
private banks, with less than six partners, were established 
in the provinces. Nearly all those private banks, from 
want of sufiicient capital, extravagant issues, and impro- 
vident management, failed, spreading ruin amongst all 
classes of the people of Ireland. This evil became so in- 
tolerable, that in the year 1825 an act was passed, 6th 
of George IV., cap* 42, authorizing the estabUshment of 
joint-stock banks of issue, at a distance of fifty Irish 
miles from Dublin ; reserving to the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of Ireland the monopoly of banking in 
the city of Dublin, and in a circle of fifty Irish miles sur- 
rounding it. 

In the year 1825 a body of English and Scotch traders, 
availing themselves of the banking privileges ffuaranteed 
by the act of 6th Geo. IV., cap. 42, established the 
3 
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Provincial Bank of Ireland. This company has now thirty- 
six branches in operation in the provinces, with its head 
Juarters in London. In the same year the Northern 
banking Company, having now eleven branches, and its 
head quarters in Bel&st, was established. In the year 
1827, the Belfast Banking Company, having now seventeen 
branches in the province of Ulster, was established ; and in 
the year 1835, the National Bank of Ireland, with its head 
quarters in London, and thirty-seven branches. These, 
with the Ulster Banking Company, established in the year 
1836, having its head quarters at Belfast, and thirteen 
branches, comprise all the banks of issue now existing 
in Ireland, under the provisions of the 6th Geo. IV., 
chap. 42. 

The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, 
in order to meet the competition of the Provindal Bank, 
and other rival establishments, were driven to the necessity 
of establishing branches of their bank in Cork, Water- 
ford, Clonmel, Newry, Belfast, Londondernr, and West- 
port, in the year 1825 ; and since then, they have extended 
their branches to sixteen other towns, making, in all, 
twenty-three branches. But it is worthy of remark, that 
of those twenty-three branches, seventeen are established in 
towns outside of the circle of 50 miles, and six only within 
the rich and populous sphere of the Bank of Ireland 
monopoly I 

Your Committee beg to call particular attention to the 
fact, that the number of joint-stock branches of issue, 
established in the various towns of Ireland, being more 
than fifty Irish miles froni Dublin, is' one hundred and 
thirty-one ; whilst in the circle of the Bank of Ireland 
monopoly, which comprises seven of the richest and most 
fertile counties of Ireland, with a population of about 
1,300,000 souls, there are only six branches of the Bank 
of Ireland established. 

Your Committee have carefully examined the accounts 
furnished by the Bank of Ireland, and published by order 
of the House of Commons, exhibiting a statement of the 
average amount of their assets and liabilities for each 
year, from the year 1808 to the year 1836, inclusive. 
Your Committee regret to perceive that this institution, 
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possessing such ample means to promote the agricultural 
and commercial prosperity of Ireland, used it for a contrary 
purpose, by locking it up in the government funds ; and 
appear to have been, at all times, governed by a narrow and 
selfish policy ; causing, from time to time, extensive em- 
barrassment amongst all classes of the people of Ireland. 

The amount of banking means in the possession of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland in the 
year ending 1836, appears to have been as follows, viz : — 

Paid up capital £2,850,000 

Average circulation 3,429,300 

Deposits, public and private ... 2,681,600 

£8,960,900 

According to the rules acted upon by other well-regulated 
joint-stock banking establishments, two-thirds of the above 
sum, viz. — £5,973,933 6s, Sd. ought to have been lent to 
the public in Ireland, in the shape of discounts, cash-credits, 
&c., in lieu of which, the total average amoimt of bills under 
discount in the Bank of Ireland, and its agencies, in the year 
ending May 31, 1836, was only about £2,000,000; the 
remainder, amounting to £6,960,000, being either lent to 
government, as already stated, or invested in the public 
nmds. 

From the facts already stated, it will be perceived, that 
from the period of the establishment of the Bank of Ire- 
land, in the year 1782, it has been and continues to be a 
mere machine in the hands of the government ; using its 
great powers in the worst spirit of monopoly. In tracing 
a portion of the evils inflicted upon the great bulk of the 
people of Ireland by this powerful company, your Com- 
mittee deeply regret to state, that immediately after the 
establishment of this bank, a bye-law was passed, declaring 
that no proprietor, elected as a director, should be permit- 
ted to enter upon the discharge of his duties, until he 
should have taken the oaths of supremacy and abjuration, 
and subscribed to all the obnoxious declarations against 
the Catholic religion, as prescribed by an act, intituled 
*' an act to prevent the further growth of Popery^'' which 
members of parliament were obliged to take and subscribe 
5 
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to, prior to the passing of the Emancipation Bill in 1829. 
Those oaths and declarations were also imposed upon the 
Protestant shareholders of the bank, before they could vote 
at the election of directors.* This rule was, as regarded the 
governor and directors, adhered to until the year 1830, 
when, from a feeling of shame, and yielding to tne pressure 
of public opinion, those obnoxious oaths and declarations 
ceased to be administered ; but although the letter of this 
bye-law was laid aside, your Committee have good reason 
to believe that its spirit continues to be acted upon, parti- 
cularly in the selection of officers, as they find that the 
number of clerks and other officers employed in the Bank 
of Ireland establishment in this city, amounts to 220, of 
whom 3 only are Roman Catholics ; 2 of whom have been 
in the establishment about 30 years each ; shewing, that in 
the city of Dublin, the Catholic inhabitants of which com- 
prise at least three-fourths of the entire population, only 
ONE CLERK of that rcligiou appears to have been admitted 
into the Bank of Ireland in Dublin in a period of twenty- 
five YEARS. It is difficult to estimate the amount of evil 
inflicted upon the great bulk of the inhabitants of Dublin, 
by the rigid system of sectarian exclusion acted upon by 
the Bank of Ireland for a period exceeding sixty years. 

Again, referring to the six joint-stock banks of issue 
established in Ireland, your Committee deem it advisable 
to state, that their capability to afford legitimate banking 
accommodation to a country like Ireland, containing a 
population of about 8,500,000 souls, is at present totally 
madequate. This belief is founded upon the fact, that the 
aggregate amount of the paid-up capital of all the joint- 
stock banks of issue in Ireland, does not exceed £4,230,000, 
from which is to be deducted the paid-up capital of tho 
Bank of Ireland lent to government, leaving an available 
paid-up capital of only about £1,600,000 to all the banks 
of issue in Ireland- The amount of credit obtained by 
those banks from the public, in Ireland, appears to be as 
follows :— 

• See Charter Acts, &c., and History of Banking in Ireland, by James 
William Gilbabt, Esq., general manager of the London and Westmin-. 
iter Bank, published by Longman, Bees, and Company, London, 1836. 

6 



ON JOINT-STOCK BANKING IN IRELAND. 31 

Average circulation in 1841 ... £55600,000 
Deposits, about ... ... 6,000,000 

£11,500,000 
To which is to be added their paid- 
up capital of ... ... 4,230,000 

£15,730,000 



If these banks acted according to the rules adopted by 
-well-regulated banking establishments in Great Britain 
and elsewhere, they ought to have afforded to their cus- 
tomers in Ireland, discounts and cash-credits to the extent 
of two-thirds of the sum of £15,730,000, viz., about 
£10,500,000 sterling ; whereas your Committee have good 
reason to believe, that the total average amount of Irish bills 
under discount, by all the banks of issue in Ireland, at 
present, does not exceed £4,000,000 sterling, and very 
little, if any, accommodation is afforded to the agricul- 
turist, manufacturer, or merchant in Ireland, in the shape 
of cash credits. 

In pursuing this inquiry, your Committee feel no hesi- 
tation in stating, that the decay of our manufactures, the 
annihilation of our commerce, and the backward and neg- 
lected state of our agriculture, is in part attributable to 
the contracted and vicious system of banking operations in 
Ireland; and, although considerable advantage has resulted 
from the modification of the Bank of Ireland monopoly in 
the year 1825, still the system is at present so totally at 
variance with the principles of enlightened legislation, as 
to demand immediate alteration. 

Yoiu: Committee, fully coinciding in the general belief 
that the unprecedented prosperity of Scotland is, in great 
part, the result of the wise and well-regulated course of 
banking operations pursued in that country, take leave to 
submit the result of their inquiries regarding the plan of 
joint-stock banking existing in that part of the empire, and 
they find that the system of joint-stock banking was intro- 
duced into Scotland in the year 1695, by the establishment 
of the Bank of Scotland. This was followed by the estab- 
lishment of the Royal Bank of Scotland, in the year 1727, 
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and by tbe Britisli Linen Company, in 1746. Those three 
are chartered banks, but enjoy no monoply of banking 
privileges. The total number of joint^stock banks now 
established in Scotland, is 29, having about 340 branches 
established in the various cities and towns of Scotland. 
The aggregate amount of paid-up capital of all those banks 
is about £9,000,000 sterling. They all issue promissory 
notes, payable to bearer on demand, and their highest 
amount of circulation was, in the year 1825, £4,683,000, 
and is at present about £3,500,000. The usual rate of dis- 
count charged upon bills by the Scotch banks is five per 
cent, per annum ; and the usual rate of interest allowed by 
them on deposit receipts and balances of current accounts is 
at the rate of three-and-a-half per cent, per annum. The 
aggregate amount of deposits in the Scotch banks, is 
£27,000,000 sterling;* their available banking means, 
therefore, appears to be as foUow, viz. : — 

Paid-up capital, ... ... £9,000,000 

Circulation, ... ... 3,500,000 

Deposits, ... ... ... 27,000,000 

£39,500,000 

Bearing in mind that the Bank of Ireland does not allow 
any interest upon deposit or current balances, it may ap- 
pear strange that the Scotch joint-stock banks should allow 
a rate of interest so high as three-and-arhalf per cent, upon 
deposits ; however, this is satis&ctorily accounted for by 
the fiict, that the Scotch banks grant Cash Credits to the 
borrower and two solvent securities, in sums varying from 
£200 to £5,000, at the rate of five per cent, per annum, 
thereby borrowing from one portion of the pubhc at three- 
and-a-half per cent., and lending to another portion at the 
rate of five per cent, per annum. This latter description 
of banking business has not only proved very profitable to 
the Scotch banks, but has enabled them to apply the sur- 
plus capital of that coimtry to the promotion of its agri- 
culture, manufactures, and commerce. 

* See evidence of Alexander Blaib, Esq. Treasurer to the Bank of 
Scotland, before parliamentary Committee on Joint-Stock Banks, 1841. — 
Page VJ^^^QiuMion 1769. 
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Your Committee beg again to submit, that the total 
amount of paid-up capital, circulation, and deposits, of all 
joint-stock banks m Ireland, is ascertained to be only about 
X 1*5,730,000 ! whilst the paid-up capital, circulation, and de- 
posits of the joint-stock banks in Scotland is £39,500,0001 
that the population of Scotland is only 2,620,184, whilst 
the population of Ireland, by the last census, is declared 
to be 8,175,124 II — ^that the number of joint^stock branch 
banks of issue established in Scotland is 340 1 and in Ire- 
land only 137 I! — shewing, that the amount of money en- 
gaged in banking purposes in Ireland, is about £l 18^. 6d. 
per head on the entire population I whilst the amount of 
money embarked for banking purposes in Scotland, amounts 
to £15 per head on the entire population of that country 11 
and, that whilst there is only one branch bank established, in 
Ireland for every 60,000 persons ! the proportion of branches 
in Scotland is one for every 7,750 II Thus it appears that 
the amount of capital engaged in banking speculations in 
Scotland, amounts to an average of £15 per head on the 
entire population of that country, and that every commu- 
nity of the Scotch people, amounting to 7,750, have the 
benefit of a branch bank ; whilst in Ireland the amount of 
money engaged in banking operations amounts to only 
about £1 ISs. 6d. per head I and that the number of 
branches established in Ireland gives only one branch bank 
for every 60,000 of the population! But this banking 
contrast between Scotland and Ireland will appear the 
more glaring, when it is recollected that the Bank of Ire- 
land enjoys a monopoly of a circle extending 63 statute 
miles around Dublin, and that the number of branch banks 
of issue established within that circle is only six /-'that the 
population of such circle embraced by the Bank of Ire- 
land monopoly, is about 1,300,000 ; therebjr proving that 
there is only one branch within such circle for every 
217,000 of the population; and, although the district of 
63 statute miles aroimd Dublin, comprising the sphere of 
the Bank of Ireland monopoly, embraces, as already stated, 
the most fertile part of the island ; still, the blighting in- 
fluence of the Bank of Ireland charter, has contributed to 
the decay of the towns, the annihilation of manufactures, 



34 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

and the almost total absence of commercial transactions, 
within the proscribed circle. 

Again, comparing the agmregate amount of deposits in the 
joint-stock banks in Ireland, being only about six millions 
sterling, with the aggregate amount lodged in the joint- 
stock banks in Scotland, viz — twenty^seven millions sterling, 
your Committee attribute this paucity of deposits in Ire- 
land, mainly to the refusal, on the part of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Ireland, to allow any in- 
terest upon deposits or current accounts, and to the opera- 
tion of the bimk charter, in preventing the establishment 
of well-remilated joint-stock banks within the prohibited 
circle, which affording ample security to the depositor, 
would adopt that system which has worked so well in Scot- 
land, viz. the allowing of interest, at the rate of 3^ per 
cent, on all deposits and balances of current accounts. 
Your Committee is the more confirmed in this belief, from 
the fact, that notwithstanding all the difficulties with 
which the people of Ireland have had to contend, there is a 
large amount of capital in this country remaining, com- 
paratively speaking, unproductive; in illustration of which, 
your Committee be^ leave to state, that the gross amount 
of money invested in the funded debt in Ireland, in the 
year 1824, was sixteen millions ; and the amount of the 
funded debt now held by the people of Ireland, and upon 
which the Bank of Ireland pays the dividends at present, 
is about thirty-three millions sterling ; showing an increase 
to the funded capital of Ireland, of sixteen millions, in a 
period of 20 years. In a country so notoriously deficient 
in capital as Ireland, it is difficult to account for the in- 
vesting of so enormous a sum as thirty-three millions of 
Irish money, in the public funds. 

This anomaly can be explained only by the annihilation 
of the manufactures and commerce of Ireland, and to which 
melancholy results the selfish policy of the Bank of Ireland 
largely contributed. 

The sectarian system upon which the Bank of Ireland 
acted in the selection of its directors, from the year 1782, 
until the year 1830, not only excluded Koman Catholics 
from employment within its walls, but also pressed heavily 
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upon merchants and traders of that persuasion ; it being 
a taatter of general belief in Dublin, that the profession 
of religious or political opinions adverse to those of the 
directors, in numerous instances, caused the refusal of 
discounts or banking accommodation. Indeed it is difficult 
to believe, that a board of directors pledged by oaths 
and declarations as already stated, would be likely to 
afford encouragement to Catholic merchants and traders* 
This monstrous system was the more glaring and unjust, 
because a very large number of the original shareholders in 
the stock of the Bank of Ireland, were Roman Catholics ; 
and at the present time their number is vastly increased. 

The citizens of Dublin feeling the blighting effects of 
this monopoly, have repeatedly petitioned paruament for 
its abolition ; and, as a proof of uie strong feeling enter- 
tained by the influential portion of the citizens, upon the 
subject, your Committee beg leave to submit a copy of a 
memorial presented to the Lords of the Treasury upon the 
subject, so fiu: back as the 17th February, 1826; since 
which time, no modification of the charter has taken place. 

The memorial is as follows, viz.— 

" To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesties Treasury, 

'< The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants, Traders, and 
others, inhabitants of the City of Dublin and its vicinity, 

*< Sheweth, 

<< That, by the act forming the Bank of Ireland, it 
is enacted, that no company or society, exceeding six in num- 
ber, (except the Bank of Ireland,) shall borrow, owe, or take 
up money on their bills or notes, payable at demand, or at any 
less date than six months from the borrowing thereof, under a 
penalty of three times the issue. — 21, 22 Geo. Ill, cap. 14. 

^<That, in the year 1821, the above act was modified 
by the 1st and 2nd Geo. IV, cap. 72, so far as to permit the 
establishing of banking companies, exceeding six in number, 
at a distance of 50 miles from Dublin, imder certain conditions 
therein mentioned. That, in consequence of the ambiguity of 
the said act, no companies were formed under it, nor until the 
year 1 824, when an act was passed to explain it and carry its 
provisions into effect. That the above act was repealed last 
11 
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session, and a further explanatory act was passed, under which 
provincial banks have been established at a distance of 50 
miles from the city of Dublin, issuing notes payable at the 
place where issued. That the said act only goes to the extent 
of permitting the establishment of banks issuing notes pay- 
able on demand 50 miles from Dublin ; thereby leaving the 
city of Dublin, and a circuit of 50 miles, exposed to all the 
evils resulting from monopoly in so important a matter. 

That, although it is at present legal to establish such com- 
panies, the prohibition annexed, of not issuing bills or notes 
payable on demand, or at a less date than six months, renders 
the liberty of establishing such banks inoperative ; as, without 
a power to issue notes payable on demand, no bank in Ireland 
can realize common interest for the capital embarked ; and the 
sphere of its utility is bounded. 

''That the liberty of issuing notes or bills payable at six 
months after date, is also rendered inoperative by the stamp act 
in force, prohibiting the re-issue of such, or any, post bills, ex- 
cept those of the Bank of Ireland, when once discharged ; the 
effect of which prohibition makes such an issue useless. 

'< That, at different times, there have been several failures 
of banking establishments in Dublin, which have, at the period 
at which they happened, and subsequent thereto, thrown the 
city into the greatest distress ; and have often occasioned a 
serious defalcation in the public revenue. 

'' That under the present banking law, there is no security 
to the public, that weak banks may not be again established in 
Dublin, and a repetition of failures occur ; more especially as 
the notes of private banks in Dublin have, at all times, shared 
a considerable portion of the circulating medium with that of 
the Bank of Ireland. 

<' Your memorialists therefore hope that, as g^eat benefits 
have been already rendered to Ireland by a partial permission 
to establish joint-stock banks, your lordships will extend the 
measure, by granting to Dublin the same privilege which has 
been already conferred upon the rest of the kingdom ; and, for 
that purpose, that your lordships will take into consideration, 
on great public principles of policy, the expediency of entenng 
into a new agreement or bargain with the Bank of Ireland, so 
as to permit the establishment of Joint-Stock Banks in the 
city of Dublin, with adequate capital, and under such regula- 
tions, for the security of the public, as to your lordships shall 
seem fit. 
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** Nicholas Mahoti, 

Isaac Stuart. 

Richd. & Mich. O'Brien, 

Usher's-quay, 
John Fitzpatrick, 

TTiomasstreet, 
Edward Moran, 

lliomaS'Street, 
Valentine O'Connor, 

Or eat Denmark'Street, 
David Lynch, 

Great Domnickstreet, 
Michael Roach, 

Toumsend-sireet, 
Hugh O'Connor, 

Mountjoy*8quare, 
Cornelius Mac Loughlin, 

Udier^S'istand, 
Michael Sweetman k Co. 
Shaw and Turbetts, 
J. Callaghan, 
Luke Duff, 
James Pirn, 
Thomas Berford, 
James Newman, 
Dwjer and Troy, 
Thomas Donohoe & Co. 
Andrew Eunis, 

High-streetf 
Michael Walsh, 

Merchants* -quay, 
John O'Brien, 
Joseph Meara, 
John Murphy, 



Byrne and Whelan, 



do. 



William Murphy, 
Michael Corcoran, 
Richard O'Gorman, 

Usher* 8-quay, 
Miles Staunton, 
William Conlan, 
John Byrne, 
B. M'Dermott, 

6i, Iteet-street, 
Christopher McDonnell, 
James Edmund Byrne, 
Thomas Reynolds, 

Merchants* •quay ^ 
James A. Joumeaux, 

Arrtm-quay, 
Dunn, Gallavan, and Peebles, 
Charles Field, 

Prustna-sireet, 
John McDonnell & Co. 

Gardiner-streetf 
Joseph Vance, 

36, Cuffi'Street, 
Philip Molloy, 
A. White and Son, 
John Reynolds, 

Merchants* »^ptay, 
Patrick Hayes, 

Westmoreland-street, 
John Sweetman, 
Peter Brophy, 
James Murphy & Co. 
George Kieman, 

Domimck-^treet" 



Amongst the signatures attached to the above memorial, 
will be found many of the* wealthiest and most respectable 
merchants and traders of the city of Dublin, some oi whom, 
recollecting the Bank of Ireland from the period of its 
establishment, and having witnessed its contracted and 
unsatisfactory mode of dealing with the public, felt that 
until this monopoly was abolished, no effectual banking 
accommodation cotdd be extended to the great community 
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over which its baneful influence was, and continues to be5 
exercised. 

Although the necessity for a modification of the charter 
was admitted by the Lords of the Treasury, your Committee 
regret to say that the prayer of the memorial remains to 
this day unattended to. 

The attention of your Committee has been drawn to the 
evidence of Thomas Wilson, Esq., lately Governor of 
the Bank of Ireland, given before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Joint-Stock Banks, in the years 1838 and 1841 ; 
and they regret to perceive, by the evidence given by this 
gentleman, (who was selected to represent the interests 
and feelings of the Bank of Ireland before the Committee,) 
that there is still a disposition, on the part of that estab- 
lishment, to perpetuate the monopoly, and to act upon the 
same mistaken and contracted system that has already 
created so much commercial distress and embarrassment in 
Ireland. 

In evidence of this feeling and determination, we take 
leave to insert a few of the questions put to Mr. Wilson, 
and his answers. 

Question^ No. 2695. — Is it your judgment that there is any 
part of Ireland now without sufficient banking accommodatiou ? 

I rather think that Ireland is over-banked already. 

Questiouy No. 2696. — What do you consider the symptom of 
oyer-banking in Ireland ? 

I think there is a tendency of the circulation to become in 
excess. 

Question^ No. 2726. — Have you taken any means to limit 
the circulation of those bank-notes within the limits of 50 miles 
of Dublin ? 

I conceive that the law gives us no power to prevent or pro- 
hibit the circulation of joint-stock banks within our district of 
60 miles Irish ; and we conceive it more prudent for us to take 
the notes in payment, than to refuse them, which we conceive 
would rather lead to their continuing in circulation. " WE 
EXTINGUISH!" them at once when we receive them in 
payment, for we immediately apply for payment of them to the 
agents of those hanks in Dublin. 

It will be perceived that the representative of the Bank 
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of Ireland considers that six small branches of the Bank of 
Ireland, which are very limited in their transactions, are 
sufficient to afford banking accommodation to upwards of 
1,300,000 persons, being one branch for about 217,000 
souls. That he considered the circulation of Ireland then 
in excess, although at that period the circulation of the 
Bank of Ireland was only £3,065,050; and of all private 
and joint-stock banks, £1,984,751 ; making a total circu- 
lation in Ireland, in the month of June, 1841, the period 
at which the witness, Mr. Wilson, was under examina- 
tion, of £5,049,801. The circulation of all the Scotch 
banks, at the same period, being £3,374,341, and of the 
English banks of issue, £22,148,738. 

It is difficult to understand upon what principle Mr. 
Wilson founded his opinion that Ireland was over-bankedj 
and that the issues were in excess in the year 1841 ; the 
more particularly when it is recollected that in the year 
1821, when the exports of Ireland were much less than 
their present amount, the average circulation of the Bank 
of Lreknd alone, was £5,347,200; and in December, 1823, 
£5,456,400; this being exclusive of private bankers' notes, 
which at that period exceeded £2,000,000 in value. The 
spirit of jealous rivalry entertained by the Bank of Ireland 
towards other joint-stock companies can be estimated by 
an attentive reading of the answer to question No. 2726. 
Your Committee having already proved that the number 
of joint-stock branches, in the districts being more than 
sixty-three statute miles from Dublin, is in the proportion 
of one branch to every 60,000 persons ; and in the circle of 
the Bank of Ireland monopoly, one branch to every 
217,000 persons ; and it having been stated by so high an 
authority as Mr. T. Wilson, late governor of the Bank of 
Ireland, that Ireland is already over-banked^ your Com- 
mittee have been a^n induced to enquire more minutely 
into the state of jomt-stock banking in Scotland, with a 
view of contrasting it with that of £eland ; and they find 
that it appears from the evidence of Alexander Blair, 
Esq., treasurer of the Bank of Scotland, given before the 
parliamentary committee in the year 1841, that there is a 
joint-stock bank in Scotland for every 6000 of the popula- 
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tion. Primrose William Kennedy, Esq., manager of 
the Ayrshire Bank, and James A. Anderson, Esq., mar 
nager of the Glasgow Union Banking Company, were also 
examined before the committee, and all tnose gentlemen 
have declared that Scotland is not over-banked ; that the 
multiplication of branches of issue has not had the effect 
of increasing the aggregate amount of bank-note circular 
tion in Scotland ; as the legitimate competition exbting 
between the various joint-stock banks in that country, acts 
as a check upon their respective circulations ; that in con- 
sequence of the number and respectability of the share- 
holders in the Scotch banks, and their unlimited liability 
to the public for the payment of their issues and deposits, 
universal confidence m their stability is established ; and 
that although the notes of the Scotch banks are payable 
to bearer on demand, banking panics are unknown in 
Scotland. Mr. Blair declares, in answer to question 1797, 
that the Scotch banks are in the habit of sending very large 
quantities of gold to London ; and that in a period of seven 
years, ending in 1841, the total amount of gold brought 
from London to Scotland, by the Scotch banks, did not 
exceed £6000. This forms a strange contrast with &eland ; 
the amount of gold brought from London to Dublin, in 
order to meet the run in the year 1836, having amounted 
to upwards of £2,000,000 sterling, of which sum the Bank 
of L-eland alone, according to Mr. Wilson's evidence, im- 
ported four hundred thousand pounds. Lideed, it was 
given in evidence before a parliamentary committee, that 
the Bank of Ireland itself was very instrumental in 
adding to the evils of this panic, and which rendered the 
importation of this large amount of gold necessary ; in 
proof of which it was given in evidence before the parlia- 
mentary committee, in 1837, that the Bank of Ireland, 
upon that occasion, demanded fix)m other banks ten shil- 
lings per cent, upon exchanging their own notes for those 
of the Bank of England. 

The Bank of Irdand charter having expired in the year 
1838, and being now liable to be dissolved, on receiving 
from the government one year's notice of dissolution, your 
Committee are of opinion that the time has now amved, 
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-when the people of Ireland should demand the abolition of 
a monopoly which, for a period of sixty-two years, has 
continued to act upon a principle of selfish and imgenerous 
policy, paralysing agricultural, manufacturing, and com- 
mercial enterprise, and mixing up with the administration 
of banking transactions, the worst species of sectarian and 
political feeling. 

Notwithstanding the monopoly of banking privileges 
enjoyed by the Bank of Ireland in the city of l)ublin, and 
within sixty-three statute miles thereof, since the year 
1825, the company does not appear to have derived much 
advantage ti]tereir€»n, as it appears that whilst its annual 
profits have continued to decrease^ its expenses remain 
tmdiminished ; and your Committee think it probable that 
the abrogation of the monopoly would compel the directors 
of the Bank of Ireland to adopt a more rigid system of 
economy in the internal arrangements of the establishment, 
and increased exertions in then: banking operations, thereby 
securing to their shareholders a larger amount of dividends 
than they at present receive. This opinion la founded on 
the fact, that during the fifteen years ending in 1829, the 
shareholders of that bank received a dividend at the rate 
of ten per cent, per annum, and that, during the following 
eight years, the dividend was reduced to nine per cent, per 
annum, and that, during the last tiiree years the annual 
dividend has been only eight per cent., to divide which the 
directors have been obliged to encroach largely upon their 
reserved Aind. This furnishes a singular contrast with the 
operations of the other joint-stock banks of issue in Ire- 
land, who, not enjojong any exclusive privileges, and being 
debarred from Dublin, and the circle of sixty-three miles 
around it, continue to make large dividends, and to in- 
crease their reserved funds. 

Your Committee feel that it would be impossible for 
them to enumerate all the evil consequences resulting to 
the people of Ireland from the maintenance of the Bank of 
Ireland charter ; but they consider it their duty to state, 
that the evils of this monopoly press with peculiar severity 
in the city of Dublin and the prohibited circle. The pre- 
sent banking law permitting any six designing persons, 
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^vithout capital, to establish banks of issue in Dublin, and 
within 63 statute miles thereof; but prohibiting the estab- 
lishment of joint-stock banks, with a sufficient paid-up 
capital, and a numerous and wealthy proprietaiy. 

This monopoly has also the effect of upholding a very 
numerous class of persons, who, availing themselves of the 
present want of banking accommodation, continue to amas9 
lar^e fortunes, by charging an enormous and usurious rate 
of mterest to those who, although perfectly solvent, cannot 
get legitimate banking accommodation. 

Your Committee cannot understand upon what princi- 
ple of public or private policy the continuance of the 
Bank of Ireland monopoly can be maintained or defended. 
Amongst its shareholders will be found a portion of the 
gentry, professional men, merchants, and traders, who, 
having subscribed for the capital of this chartered bank, 
with a full knowledge that a period was fixed for the termi- 
nation of its exclusive privileges, and are supposed not to 
be liable to the public for more than the amount of their 
respective investments.* The capital of this company 
amounts to £2,630,769 4^. Sd.^ the whole of which is lent 
to government, as already stated ; thus proving that the 
Bank of Ireland, from the period of its establishment, in 
the year 1782, until the present time, traded, and con- 
tinues to trade, upon its credit^ and not upon its capital. 

Although your Committee is free to admit, that the 
Bank of fieland affords ample security to its note-holders 
and depositors, still, the principle on which all the other 
joint-stock banks of issue now existing in Ireland, under 
the authority of 6th Geo. IV., chap. 42, are established, is 
essentially different ; because that act makes the private 
property, as well as the paid-up capital, of each shareholder 
in joint-stock banks, accountable for the issues and deposits 
of those banks respectively. Shewing, that whilst the 
shareholder in the Bank of Ireland stock is supposed to 
be accountable for only the amount of the stock subscribed 

* A doubt arises on the construction of the statutes as to what would 
be the extent of the individual responsibility of the shareholders, in the 
event of the insolvency of the bank ; but as the probability of that event 
is so remote, it is unnecessary to investigate it furtner. 
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&^/tzm, the shareholder in th6 other joint-stock banks of 
issue gives to the note-holder and depositor the additional 
security of his private property. 

Although your Committee have already estimated the 
paid-up capital of all the joint-stock banks of issue in Ire- 
land (exclusive of theBank of Ireland), at about £1,600,000, 
they find that the gross amount of the subscribed or no- 
minal capital of those banks is £5,000,000. This sum 
being subscribed by a body of solvent partners, exceeding 
3,000 in number, who, in the event of the abolition of the 
Bank of Ireland charter, would find it their interest to pay 
up additional capital, in order to carry on more extensive 
banking transactions. 

On reviewing the benefits conferred upon Scotland, by 
the introduction of a liberal and enlightened system of 
joint-stock banking into that naturally poor country, your 
Committee beg again to state, that they believe the poverty 
of Ireland has been much aggravated by the want of simi- 
lar institutions ; and they believe that the total abolition 
of the Bank of Ireland monopoly, and the establishment of 
the Scotch system of banking, in this country, would be 
instrumental m promoting agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce. 

Your Committee feel conscious, that in the discharge of 
the duty imposed upon them, they have left many im- 
portant branches of this subject untouched ; however, they 
confidently hope, that enough has been stated by them to 
draw public attention to the subject. 

Government having recently declared its determination 
to introduce measures, with a view to the establishment of 
a better system of Joint-stock Banking in the United 
Kingdom, your Committee consider this a very favourable 
time to call the attention of the legislature to the subject 
of Joint-stock Banking in Ireland; and, therefore, recom- 
mend the people of this country immediately to forward 
petitions to both Houses of Parliament, praying for the 
total abolition of the Bank of Ireland monopoly, and for 
the conferring upon aU parts of Ireland the banking privi- 
leges guaranteed by the act 6th Geo. IV. chap. 42, with 
such amendments as shall, without unnecessarily endanger- 
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ing the shareholders, afford a perfect guarantee to the 
noteholders and depositors, and ensure to all classes of the 
people of Ireland the advantages of legitimate bankmg 
accommodation. 

Signed on behalf of tiie Sub-Conmiittee, 

JOHN REYNOLDS, 

Chairman. 



April I6thy 1844. 



J. BBOWME, PBIHTXB, KASSAU-STBEET, DUBLIW. 



PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

PBATING FOB AN INQVIBY INTO 

THE STATE TRIALS, 

ADOPTED ON THE MOTION OF 

MR. WM. SMITH O'BRIEN, 

AT A MEETING OF THE 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

IN CONCILIATION HALL, 
ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, 1844. 



TO THE KNIGHTS, BURGESSES, ETC. IN PARLIAMENT 
ASSEMBLED. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Members of the 
Loyal National Repeal Association^ and others^ 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioners beg leave respectfully to lay be- 
fore your honourable House their humble petition and 
complaint relative to the late State Prosecution, which 
has terminated in the conviction of their illustrious fellow- 
countryman, Daniel O'Connell, and of others engaged 
in a noble endeavour to secure the permanent welfare of 
their native land by the restoration of its domestic parliar- 
ment. 

They complain that this prosecution has been destitute 
of all substantial foundation. They complain that in the 
maimer in which it has been conducted, the first principles 
of justice have been violated. They complain that the 
opinions which have been promulgated during its progress 
by the highest law authorities, are utterly at variance with 
the constitutional rights of the people of these realms. 
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They respectfiilly represent to your honourable house, 
that a large majority of the people of Ireland, being con- 
vinced by experience, that the Act of Union has been 
attended with incalculable injury to the interests of this 
country, and that the restitution of the Irish legislature 
would greatly promote the happiness and the prosperity 
of its inhabitants, are now co-operating in an earnest 
effort to obtain the repeal of that act by peaceful and law- 
ful means, and by the exercise of those rights which they 
believe to be the indefeasible privilege of every British 
subject. 

That, with a view to elicit an expression of the opinion 
of the population at large upon this subject, meetings were 
spontaneously convened in different parts of Ireland during 
the year 1843, by persons fevourable to the Repeal of the 
Union; and such meetings were attended by immense 
multitudes, animated by one common desire to promote 
this end by every method not inconsistent with law and 
morality. 

That at such meetings those grievances which have 
induced the Irish people to seek for a Repeal of the Union, 
have been set forth in vehement and indignant language ; 
but, at the same time, sentiments of devoted and affec- 
tionate loyalty to the Queen have everywhere been evinced, 
and the strongest injunctions have been given by the 
leaders of the Repeal movement, and especially by Mr. 
O'CoNNBLL, to preserve the peace, to commit no crime, 
to violate no law — ^injunctions which have been so effectual, 
that, though several millions of persons attended these 
assemblages, no one instance has occurred, in which a 
breach of the peace has been committed by any Repealer. 

That the greater number of these meetings were held 
between the months of April and September, whilst par- 
liament was sitting, and during that time it does not 
appear to have been distinctly alleged by the functionaries 
of the crown that they were illegal ; whilst by various 
persons, whose opinion carries with it the highest authority, , 
they were declared to be lawful and constitutional. 

lour petitioners humbly submit, that if these meetings 
were illegal, means ought to have been taken at an early 
period to apprise the people of Ireland within what limits 
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the constitutional right of assembling to discuss public 
questions is restricted by law ; and if any unlawful acts 
have been subsequently conunitted by persons attending 
such meetings, they ought to have been held individually 
responsible fcr such their own acts. 

That an assemblage, similar to those which had taken 

?Iace in other parts of Ireland, was to have been held at 
/lontarf, on the 8th of October, 1843, and as the intention 
of holding this meeting had been publicly announced in 
the Eepeal Association three weeks previous to the 8th 
of October, and was subsequentiy called by public requisi- 
tion advertised on several successive days, the Irish go- 
vernment must, during at least eight days, have been fiuly 
aware of the intention to assemble on that day ; yet no 
intimation was given of tiieir determination to suppress 
that meeting, until half-past three o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 7th, when a proclamation was issued, calling upon 
the people to abstain from assembling at Clontarf on the 
following day. 

That, by great exertions on the part of Mr. O'Connell 
and others, the people were prevented from holding the 
proposed meeting on the 8th October; and the ground 
on which such meeting was to have been held, was co- 
pied by a large military force on that day. 

That your petitioners firmly protest against this unlaw- 
ful interference with the right of the people to assemble, 
in a peaceable manner, for the purpose of discussing the 
grievances of which they complain, and of petitioning the 
legislature for redress. 

That even if the Irish government were justifiable in 
taking measures to suppress the Clontarf meeting, due 
notice of such their intention, ought to have been given 
by proclamation, more especially as it must have been 
known to the executive, that persons would probably pro- 
ceed to the contemplated meeting from localities distant 
thirty or forty miles from Dublin; and though your 
petiiaoners believe that, in consequence of the orderly 
disposition of the people, no breach of the peace would 
have occurred if the assemblage had actually taken place, 
yet if, under the circumstances here described, a collision 
had arisen between the military and the people, your pe- 
titioners submit that the government would have been 
3 
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morally responsible for whatever bloodshed might have 
been occasioned by their neglect and delay. 

That the suppression of the Clontarf meeting was fol- 
lowed by a prosecution against Mr. O'Connbll and dght 
other persons for seditious and unlaw&l conspiracy. 

Your petitioners perceive that in this case an attempt 
has been made, by resorting to a charge of conspiracy^ to 
hold Mr. O'Connbll responsible for what has been aaiA 
and done by others; and your petitioners respectfully 
submit, that when persons combine to effect a lawful end 
by lawful means, it is a violation of the first principles of 
justice, that they should be made responsible for the acts of 
those with whom they are associated. 

Your petitioners complain of the following drcumstanoes 
which occurred during the trial, as tending to defeat the 
course of justice, and to bring the highest tribunab of 
criminal jurisdiction into disrespect. 

Your petitioners complain, that whilst the bills of in- 
dictment were under consideration of the grand jury, and 
after they had hesitated for two days to find true bDls 
against the traversers, the Attorney-General, with a view 
of unduly inducing them to find the biUs, declared in court, 
" that if the present bills before the ^:and jury were found, 
he would imdertake to establish as wicked and foul a con- 
spiracy as ever existed in any empire." That this dedarar 
tion was not only calculated to produce the desired effect 
upon the minds of the grand jury, but also to prejudice 
the case of the traversers, by creating a general belief that 
the officers of the crown were apprized of circumstances 
not stated in tiie informations, which would convict the 
traversers of having been engaged in some wicked and 
desperate undertakmg in furAerance of their professed 
aims-— an imputation which he did not even attempt to 
sustain by the disclosure of circumstances previously un- 
known to the public. 

Your petitioners complain tiiat the court, by revising to 
the traversers the caption of the indictment, and the names 
of the witnesses endorsed upon the indictment, deprived 
them of opportunities of successfiilly defending themselves, 
which, according to the practice observed in similar cases 
in England, ou^t to have been accorded. 

Your petitioners complain, that although it was proved 
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that^ either by fraud or accident, a considerable number of 
names had been abstracted from the special jury list, as 
finally settled by the Eecordei:, amongst which names were 
those of several Koman Catholics, amounting, as your pe- 
titioners believe, to more than one-half of the whole num- 
ber, and others not prejudiced against the traversers ; and 
although the leading counsel for the traversers offered to 
undertake, on their behalf, that if the jury panel should be 
again struck from the general list, perfected by the addi- 
tion of the omitted nsunes, no delay should take place, or 
technical objection be raised on this ground, yet the law 
officer of the crown refrised to assent to their oner, and the 
court directed that the trial should proceed with such im- 
perfect list ; and that in consequence of this decision, the 
traversers .were deprived of the rights designed for them 
by the jury law of Ireland. 

That among the forty-eight names drawn by ballot from 
the panel, so mutilated and imperfect, there appeared the 
names of ten Koman Catholics and of one kberal Pro- 
testant; and your petitioners complain, that the officer of 
the crown, in reducing the list, struck off the names of 
every Boman Catholic, and of the liberal Protestant, with 
a view of securing a jury which should be composed of 
persons prejudiced agamst the religion and political opi- 
nions of the traversers. 

Your petitioners submit that such conduct on the part 
of the law officers of the crown, is a violation of the act for 
removing the disabilities of the Boman Catholics — ^that in 
a country of which five-sixths of the population are Eoman 
Catholics, it is calculated to destroy all confidence in the 
administration of justice ; but they admit that it is not in- 
consistent with the previous opinions of the Attorney- 
general, for they find that at a meeting of Protestants held 
at the Mansion-house, in January, 1837, this functionary 
accused the Boman Catholic members of parliament of 
violating their oaths ; and, therefore, it may be presumed 
that he believes that no Boman Catholic can discharge 
conscientiously the duly of a juror. 

That it has been alleged, in justification of such ex- 
clusion of Boman Catholics from the jury, that the persons 
whose names were so struck off from the list were all 
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members of the Bepeal Associatioii, or had subscribed to 
its ibnds, but your petitioners are prepared to prove that 
such a statement is inconsistent with the fact ; and even 
if it were true, your petitioners cannot admit that the 
members of an association, which has enrolled in its ranks 
several hundred thousand of the most virtuous men in the 
Irish community, are to be considered as disqualified for 
pronouncing on their oaths a conscientious verdict respect- 
ing the intent and legality of acts charged as unlaivful and 
seditious, though done in furtherance of an end of which 
they approve. 

xour petitioners fiirther complain, that an outrage 
agamst decorum, law, and morahty, was perpetrated by 
the Attorney-General, within the precincts of the Court of 
Queen's Bench itself, with perfect impunity. That the 
Attorney-General having taken offence at some words used 
by one of the counsel for the traversers, sent him a chal- 
lenge to fight a duel, during a short retirement of the 
Court, even before he had concluded his speech in defence 
of his client. 

That this proceeding has tended to convince the public, 
that no confidence ought to be placed in the administration 
of justice by the highest tribunal of criminal jurisdiction in 
Ireland ; since, on the one hand, they have observed that 
the utmost severity has been used towards persons who 
have endeavoured to forward a great national object by 
means unquestionably peaceful, and, in their opinion, law- 
ful ; whilst, on the other, they have seen the protection of 
the court extended to the ftmctionary whose peculiar duty 
it is to restrain acts of violence in others, though guilty, in 
the sanctuary of justice itself, of an act which involves the 
commission of a felony. 

Your petitioners further complain, that the Solicitor^ 
General, when adderessing the Jury, intimated to them, 
that it was the intention of the government, if they should 
not find a verdict against the traversers, to apply to par- 
liament for measm'es of coercion — ^measures which would 
necessarily involve a restriction upon the constitutional 
rights of the people of Ireland, and that such observations 
on the part of a public functionary, possessing the con- 
fidence of the government, naturally tended unduly to 
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influence the minds of the jury, by leading them to believe 
that their liberties would be invaded, if they should fail to 
find a verdict for the crown. 

Your petitioners further complain, that the Chief Justice 
of the Queen's Bench, in delivering his charge to the Jury, 
cast aside the impartiality which ought to belong to the 
judicial oflSce, and assumed the character of counsel for the 
crown, forgetting his proper function so far as to speak of 
the counsel for the traversers, as " gentlemen on the other 
side." 

That if your honourable House should be pleased to 
institute an inquiry into the conduct of this prosecution, 
your petitioners undertake to prove, that the Chief Justice 
took upon himself not only to declare the law, but also to 
invade the province of the jury, by expressing his opinion 
upon the facts of the case ; and that in doing so he sup- 
pressed almost every thing favourable to the traversers, 
which had been brought out in the course of the trial, 
whilst he dwelt, with peculiar emphasis, upon every cir- 
cumstance which could produce, on the minds of the jury, 
an impression unfavourable to the accused. 

That your petitioners, as citizens of a free state, so- 
lenmly protest against the doctrines enunciated by the law 
authorities during the progress of this trial, as in the 
highest degree unconstitutional. 

They protest against the doctrine, that meetings of a 
peaceful character, convened for a legitimate object, and 
attended by large multitudes, ought to be regarded as a 
means of overawing, in a manner inconsistent with the 
rights of a free people, the deliberations of the Queen's 
government and of parliament. 

They protest against the doctrine, that a political as- 
sociation which circulates newspapers, with a view of giving 
to its subscribers information respecting its proceedings, 
ought to be held responsible for tiie sentiments expressed 
in every article which appears in such newspapers. 

They protest against the doctrine, that the establishment 
of Courts of Arbitration, for the purpose of terminating 
amicably and without expense, disputes occurring between 
members of the same political association, ought to be con- 
sidered as an invasion of the Queen's prerogative. They 
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humbly represent, that the present administration having 
brought the jurisdiction of the magistrates into disrepute, 
by tiudng the commission of the peace from those who pre- 
eminently enjoyed the confidence of the Bepealers of Ire- 
land, it is a flagrant injustice to forbid them to use those 
opportunities of %ettlinff their disputes by means of arbi- 
tration, which are not aenied to other dashes of their fel- 
low-subjects. 

They protest against the doctrine, that it is seditious to 
describe the Queen of these realms, as Queen of Ireland. 

They protest against the doctrine, that discussions re- 
specting the organization and admimstration of the army, 
ought to be interpreted as attempts to sow disaffection 
amongst her Majesty's troops. 

They protest against the partial enforcement of a ri- 
gorous interpretation of the law against those who use 
bnguage calculated to excite jealousies amount different 
classes of her Majesty's subjects. They req)ectfully re- 
present that the feelmgs of the Irish people have been 
grievously irritated by the language which has been 
applied to them, by persons high in authority in Eng- 
land. They have been denounced as aliens, that is, 
" foreigners," by the present Lord Chancellor of England. 
They have been menaced by members of ihe present go- 
vernment with a civil war. They, and all they hold dear 
and venerated, are daily calumniated by the English jour- 
nals, and by the otiier organs of public opinion in England. 
Their past history is one continuous record of oppression 
on the part of England ; and their legitimate rights are 
still withheld by the prejudices and injustice of the Eng- 
lish people. And if, under such provocation, they have 
been led to speak of the English nation less kindly than 
they would have spoken if they had received' from it be- 
nefits, instead of insults and injuries, they submit, that 
measures should have been taken to protect them from 
these indignities, before prosecutions were resorted to 
against those who have used retaliatory language, much 
less offensive in its character tiiaa that by which they have 
been assailed. 

In the foregoing statement, your petitioners believe that 
nothing has been asserted wluch is not capable of strict 
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proof. It is with much reluctance they bring forward 
charges of so grave a nature against public functionaries, 
who are, perhaps, estimable in their private capacity ; but 
they owe it not less to themselves and to theur children, 
than to the individuals who have been made the victims of 
the late State Prosecution, to strive, so far as in them lies, 
to maintain inviolate those constitutional rights which 
belong to every British subject, and to preserve untainted 
the character which ought to attach to an upright and 
impartial administration of justice in the highest tribunals 
of their native country. 

Your Petitioners having performed this imperative 
duty, by laying befere your honourable House 
a statement of their complaints with reference 
to the late State Prosecution, now solemnly 
appeal to the legislature for redress, and pray 
that an immediate enquiry may be granted, 
with a view of enabling them to establish the 
truth of the allegations contained in this their 

, .. - p^ftion*-^ And conclude by adjuring your 
honourable^ Ilouse, in the sacred name of jus- 
tice, to concede^this their reasonable request. 
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PETITION TO THE HOUSE 01 COMMONS 

AGAINST 

LORD ELIOT'S FRANCHISE BILL, 

ADOPTEB AT A MEETING OF TRB 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 
On Wednesday y l7th April, 1844. 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE AND HONOURABLE THE COM- 
MONS IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Parish 
of in the County of Ireland^ 

Humbly Shewbth 

That, a bill has been lately Introduced 
into your honourable house, entitled " A Bill to alter and 
amend the laws which regulate the registration, qualifica- 
tion, and polling of parBamentary electors in teland," 
which, while it purports to increase the parliamentary 
Franchise of Ireland, must, if passed into law, inevitably 
operate to diminish those Franchises, where bona fide ex- 
isting, and to cause the creation of a large nxunber of 
fictitious and servile votes. 

That, the said biU contains a clause enacting a £30 
Franchise in coimties, based on the poor-law rating ; which, 
your petitioners submit, would introduce a qualification 
altogether too high, 
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That, if a valuable Fiancliise based on a poor-law rating 
could be instituted, it must be on a rate at the lowest sum 
at which the liability to be rated is fixed, by the act for the 
relief of the poor. 

That, there are but a very limited number in Ireland, 
who can re^ster imder the second new Franchise to be 
created by this bill, viz. that of £5 holders in fee, or on 
perpetuitv leases. But that this Franchise will fitcilitate 
the creation of a very large niunber of fictitious votes, in 
addition to those already put on the register by landed 
proprietors in Ireland, by means of the Bent-charge FraiH 
chise. 

That, the taking away j&om the £10 freeholders the 
necessity of occupation to qualify for voting, will be an- 
other means for the multiplication of firaudiuent and ficti- 
tious votes. 

That, the giving of votes to tenants at will, at the 
amount of rating proposed in this bill, cannot &il to 
operate, as it has done in England, (where it was intro- 
duced bv what is generally styled the " Chandos Clause," 
in the English reform bill,) viz. to create voters totally de- 
pendent on the will of their landlords. 

That, the adoption of the solvenl^tenant test exclusively, 
and the abolition of the beneficial test, in dealing with the 
£10 Franchise in counties, will, according to the statement 
of the mover of this bill, diminish the number of electors 
by two-thirds. 

That, the &amers of this bill, affecting, as they do, to 
grant an extension of Franchise, bad it in their power to 
effect such extension, by adopting the beneficial interest 
test exclusively, instead of that called the solvent-tenant 
test ; yet they reject the enlar^ng, and adopt the restrict- 
ing test; and, at the same time, have the boldness to 
assert that they wish to extend the Franchise. 

That, there are many other objections to this bill; 
objections both of principle and of detail ; but your pe- 
titioners consider that they have said enough to shew its 
character ; and, feeling that it is an attempt to strip Ire- 
land of all legitimate right of voting, and to transfer that 
right to the opponents of popular nghts, solemnly protest 
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against this conduct on the part of her Majesty's ministers, 
and call respectfidly, but firmly, on your honourable House, 
to reject this bill, and prevent so insulting and injurious a 
measure fix)m passing into law. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
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The Sub-Committee appointed to consider the Fiscal 
Relations between Great Britain and Ireland, with a view 
to suggesting outlines of a more equitable arrangement 
of those relations, have availed themselves of the permission 
given them to associate in their labours, gentlemen not 
being members of the Association, who might be wilHng to 
render assistance. 

They have thus been enabled to secure the benefit of 
the great talents, extensive information, and long and most 
practical acquaintance with the subject of then* inquiir, 
possessed hj the able and patriotic proprietor of the Dublm 
Weekly Register, Mr. Staunton, T.C. 

Thus powerfully assisted, your Sub-committee have en- 
tered upon the important subject committed to them ; and, 
after due consideration, have decided to confine themselves, 
for the present, to the following brief and summary report. 
The enormous excess of British over Irish debt at the 
Union, leil the British minister no excuse for their con- 
solidation ; and accordingly it was arranged that the two 
debts should continue to be separately provided for. The 
active expenditure of the empire (i. e, — the expenditure 
clear of charge of debts) was to be provided for, in the 
proportion of 2 parts from Ireland to 16 from Great Bri- 
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tain. These proportions were to cease — ^the debts were to 
be consolidated — and the two countries to contribute in- 
discriminately 07 equal taxes, so soon as the said respective 
debts should be brought to bear to each other the pro- 
portions of the contributions, viz. — as 2 to 16 — provided 
alsoy that the fiscal ability of Ireland should have come to 
bear a nearer proportion to that of Great Britain, than it 
did in 1800. Now the 2 to 15 rate of contribution was 
denounced at the time, by Irishmen, as too hi^h for Ire- 
Ifuid, and afterwards so admitted by the British ministers 
themselves. Its consequence was, to exhaust and impo- 
verish her to such a degree, that her debt in sixteen years, 
increased nearly 230 per cent., while the British increased 
not quite 60 per cent. This disproportionate and unjust 
increase of the Irish debt, brought about the 2 to 15 pro- 
portion between it and the British debt. 

Advantage was taken of that one single branch of the 
contingency contemplated in the Union Act^ although the 
other branch of the contingency, viz. — the nearer approach 
to equality of the respective abUities of the two countries, 
had not only not occurred, but, by the confession of the 
English ministers themselves, in 1816, the very contrary 
had occurred — namelv, Ireland had become poorer than 
before, while Great Britain had actually increased in ca- 
pital and resources. 

Advantage was taken of that single branch of the con- 
tingency, to consolidate the debts, to do away with all 
measures of proportionate contribution, and place the purse 
of Ireland, without restriction or limit^ in the hands of the 
British Chancellor of the Exchequer — ^thenceforward to 
take from it, and apply as he liked, every penny it did then 
and might at any future time contain, and deprive Ireland 
of all chance of benefit from any surplus of revenue thence- 
forward and for ever. 

^ Thus, it must be seen, the Consolidation Act was a 
violation of the plain equity of the Act of Union, and has 
operated most injuriously upon Ireland. 

It is remarkable that the first branch of the contingency 
contemplated at the time of the Union was liquidation. 
If that nad taken place, no portion of the old liabmty could 
be thrown upon Ireland. If such part of the British debt 
were liquidated as would bring the two old debts within 
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the proportion for fiscal contributioii, and that that pro- 
portion had been equitably arranged, there might'have 
been something like a prima facie case for consolidation. 
It is preposterous to suppose that the increase of our debt 
was tantamount to the liquidation of the British. Liqui- 
dation, or avoidance of an excessive increase of debt, would 
prove the wealth of England. Excessive increase would 
prove the poverty of Ireland — a state of things perfectly 
incompatible with the necessary effect of a consolidation ; 
namely, an indiscriminate contribution to expenditure. 

The proper arrangement in 1816, should have been a 
revision of the union rates — lowering that upon Ireland, 
and, of course, necessarily increasing somewhat the rate 
upon Great Britain. The present Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Mr. Goulbum himself, has borne testimony to 
the grievance which this plan would have remedied : — 
speaking, in 1822, to a motion of Sir John Newport's, re- 
lative to Irish finances, he said : " The Union-contribution 
of 2-17ths for Ireland, is now confessed, on all hands, 
to have been unjust !" 

It is pretended that Ireland has been more than com- 
pensated for all possible fiscal losses since 1800, by her 
continued exemption from several taxes to which Great 
Britain is subject. 

But your Committee find, that the exemptions of Ire- 
land consist only as to the land tax, the income and as- 
sessed taxes, and a portion of the excise duties, averaging 
about 1-1 4th of the whole revenue of excise; and that the 
total sum paid by Great Britain under these four heads, 
does not exceed, if it even approach to twelve millions, out 
of the average fifty-one or fifty-two millions of imperial 
expenditure. 

On the other hand, they find that the excess of annual 
charge of the British debt, contracted before the Union, 
over and above that similarly contracted by Ireland, ex- 
ceeds £16,000,000— (viz. Great Britain, £17,700,000 ; Ire- 
land, £1,240,000 ; excess, £16,460,000)— and this upon the 
most fi[.vourable view for Great Britain, of the ante-Union 
liabilities of the two coimtries. 

Therefore, it appears, that, if Great Britain pay " se- 
parate'' taxation, she does so by an amount less by one- 
fourth than what she ought to pay. 
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The operation, during 43 years of the unjust fiscal 
arrangements noted in the foregoing summary, has caused 
an enormous aggregate of fiscal grievances to Ireland ; 
entitling her, on a strict measure of right, to demand a 
settlement in these respects which would press heavily 
upon the finances of Great Britain. 

But as such an adjustment would involve the necessity 
of making intricate calculations, with reference to which 
differences would probably arise, and as amity and good 
feeling between the two countries, are objects dearer to 
Irishmen, than a strict enforcement of pecuniary claims, 
your Sub-conmiittee would recommend tne following out- 
Unes of an arrangement of money matters, ailer the Kepeal, 
which would involve, certainly, a sacrifice by Ireland, but, 
at the same time, would greatly tend to a fiiendly and 
lasting international a^eement : 

1st — That the ante-Union debts of both coimtries should 
be separate charges on the revenues of each respectively. 

2nd— That the posl^Union debt be divided between the 
two coimtries, in such equitable proportion as may here- 
after be settled by negociation. 

3rd — That all future expenses be provided for by the 
respective parliaments, in such proportions, and by such 
means, as to each shall seem expedient. 

4th — ^That all future borrowings be distinct and se- 

Sarate transactions; and therefore distinct and separate 
abilities of the parliaments of the two countries, save 
where both shall specially consent to a common borrowing; 
and thereby inour a common liability. 

Whatever amount of debt charge, payable in England, 
may be left on the revenues of Ireland, credit should be 
given to the latter coimtry for her uncredited payments 
m England, as for so much directly paid out of pocket, 
towards such debt-charge. 

The fiill control and management of the revenues of 
Ireland, in all cases to be with the parliament of Ireland. 

Signed on behalf* of Sub-Conmiittee, 

JOHN O'CONNELL- 



J. BROWNE, PRINTER, NASSAU-STREET, DUBLIN. 
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Various complaints having been made to parliament of 
the unequal and unjust pressure of the grand jury cess in 
Ireland, from its being applotted upon untrue estimates of 
the proportionate ability of different townlands, the House 
of Commons, in 1841, passed a resolution, recommending a 
general survey and valuation of Ireland. This was rol* 
lovred up by a vote lor a trigonometrical survey, and the 
appointment of a committee of the house to examine the 
whole subject in detail. 

That committee, after examining some of the principal 
civU and military engineers, and numerous Irish gentlemen, 
agreed to recommend a survey and valuation of Ireland ; 
the survey to be executed by the ordnance, the valuation 
by civilians. The committee stated, that many other sur^* 
veys had been accompanied by terriers, or descriptive 
memoirs, and having instanced the " precision and mmute 
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detuls" of the Doomsday Book, added, that the mode in 
which it was effected, was not wholly inapplicable to the 
then intended survej of Ireland. 

In pursuance of these recommendations, the Board of 
Ordnance proceeded to survey Ireland. A central office, 
managed by Captain Larcom, was established at the 
Mountjoy barracks, in the Phoenix Park ; a base line was 
laid down on the shore of Lough Foyle, and thence the 
whole island was triangled. Haying completed this, the 
en^neers proceeded to survey each county, barony, parish, 
and townland, with consummate care and skill ; and as fiist 
as their field books were finished, maps of each county 
were made and engraved on the large scale of six inches to 
the statute mile. 

The maps of the counties at first surveyed, contain all 
public boundaries — such as those of baronies, townlands, 
and all marked physical features — such as roads, rivers, and 
the like. The later maps contain, in addition, the fences of 
every individual field in the county, and other minute de- 
tails, executed in a style of engraving not yet equalled in 
any other country. 

In 1825 an act was passed, enabling the lord lieutenant 
to appoint a commissioner to ascertain and mark the 
boundaries of all baronies, parishes, and townlands ; and 
in 1826 another act passed to appoint a commissioner 
of valuation to examine and report the value of each ba- 
rony, parish, and townland, their acreable contents, &c. 
Mr. Griffith was appointed, and, coming after the ordnance 
surveyors, valued the lands, classed them, and reported 
on them. By this valuation, the proportion of grand jury 
cess to be borne by each barony and townland is decided 
in twentjr-two counties, and by it, that proportion is to be 
decided m all Ireland, when the valuation is finished. 
, The Ordnance Board, thinking that a survey which only 
represented on an unshaded flat the physical appearance of 
the country, was not a full survey, determined itat a shaded 
map of all Ireland should be made. 

' In the preparation for this, contour lines, or lines of 
equal levels, were ordered to be made. It is not easy to 
explam these contours in popular language. The best 
illustration is, to suppose toe country covered wiA wa- 
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ter ; let the water sink by successiye stages, till it is fifty 
feet, for example, below the highest mountain top ; a line 
representing on a map of Ireland, the line where the sur- 
face of the water bonlered the land, would be a contour 
line. Suppose the water to sink another fifty feet, mark 
another line, or set of lines, on the map, wherever the top 
of the water touches the land. Let the water continue to 
sink until it is at the actual sea jieyel, and at every descent 
of fifty feet, mark such lines as we have just described ; 
the last outermost outline will coiAcide with the present 
low-water mark, or land boundary, and the whole map will 
have been contoured at vertical distances of fifty feet. By 
reckoning the number of lines firom the outermost mark to 
any spot on the map, you at once find how many times 
fifty feet is its elevation. Of course you could do this at 
distances of one foot or one thousand. Fortunately we 
need not summon a deluge for this purpose. It can be 
even more accurately ascertained by observations ; and so 
accurately has the levelling been executed from DubUn to 
Gralway, that an error of one-tepth pf an inch would be 
discovered. How valuable this Sort of mapping is in the 
making of roads, railways, drains, mill-courses, need not be 

UTfl 



3ut in addition to this coAtouring, it was proposed by 
the Ordnance to collect information on all otiier facts re- 
lating to each localitv surveved. Such facts may be classed 
into history, antiquities, statistics,^ zoology, geologv, botany, 
and economical resources. In piu*suance of this, a vast 
number of geological, botanical, and zoological specimens 
were sent to Mountjoy, and a variety pf economical and 
social statistics noted. Besides, in preparing the names of 
places for the. maps, it was found necess^ to have the 
constant assistance of the most accomplished Irish antiquar 
ries and linguists. In the course of their labours, they 
accumulatod over 200 quarto volumes on Irish antiquities, 
over 3,000 name books^ above 1,000 maps, and compiled 
262 parish memoirs, all of the very hignest value to the 
historical and antiquarian part of the survey. At the head 
of this department were Messrs. Petrie, O'Donovan, and 
Curry, men whose known learning, ability, and zeal, gua- 
rantee the accuracy of their labours. 
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By all these means much of the materials were accumu- 
lated for such memoirs as the committee of 1829 ccmtemr 
plated, and as were obviously necessary to complete a 
descriptive survey of Ireland. 

In 1834, the British Assooiation met in Dublin, and 
Lord Normanby requested the Survey OiBSce to hasten the 
memoir of one district, to be laid before the Assooiation as 
a specimen of that which was to be done for all Ireland. 

The district selected was the parish of Templemore, 
containing the city of Derry, and much of its neighbour- 
hood. 

Its geology, natural history, and productive economy, 
were executed by Captain Portlock; its botany by Mr. 
D. Moore ; its physical features and dvil statistics were 
described by Captain Dawson, and Messrs. Li^, Stokes, 
and Williams; and its history and antiquities by Mr. 
Petrie and Mr. O'Donovan ; and every part was admirably 
executed. The British Ajssociation, and all the learned 
societies of Dublin, gave it unqualified praise ; the Derry 
Grand Jury asked to have it continued for the rest of the 
county. It is, in fact, the best piece of topography pub- 
lished in the United Kingdom. 

But all further steps were stopped. The geological 
survey, having been fii^uently suspended, was abandoned 
in 1840, and it was by much effort the publication of Cap- 
tain Portlock's noble account of the geology of Derry, 
Tyrone, and Fermanagh, was obtained, though the mate- 
rials lay ready for the press. The contouring of the maps, 
the mating and markmg those lines of equ3 altitude, so 
valuable in almost all great economical improvements, was 
also laid aside. 

Since then the Boyal Irish Academy and other bodies, 
and some of the men at the head of Irish science and 
literature, urged the continuance of those memoirs, but 
they were disregarded. At last, in June, 1843, a joint 
deputation of Irish conservatives and reformers waited on 
Sir Robert Peel, to press for the completion of a work so 
important to Ireland. Being just then pressed by the 
Bepeal agitation, he consented to enquire, and appointed 
Mr. Younff, (a lord of the treasuir,) Captain Boldero, 
(clerk of the ordnance,) and Lord Adare, three conserva- 
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live members, to inquire into all the details about the 
memoir ; and suggested the examination of Colonel Colby, 
Rev. Doctor Todd, F.T.C.D., Mr. Petrie, Captam 
Larcom, and the Rev. Dr. Robinson. 

This commission examined these and many other wit- 
nesses, as to all the topics suggested by Sir Robert Peel, 
and reported in November, 1843. 

Their report recites with great clearness and accuracy 
the facts herein before stated, and gives a series of proofs 
j&om the example of other countries, from the opimon of 
men of science and education (from Lord Bacon to Sir 
Robert Peel), and from doctrines of pubUc benefit, to show 
that the work ought to be completed. 

They state that the contouring would not only complete 
the scientific topography of the country, but would be most 
useful to the making of roads, canals, railways, drains, mill- 
works, &c., &c. 

That the natural history and geology were essential to 
the knowledge and civilization of the country, and of great 
use to its agriculture and manufactures. The history and 
antiquities needed no defence, and the materials for them 
were, they reported, far advanced. Without these memoirs, 
the Commissioners say the maps will be incomplete, and 
however valuable for levying grand jury cess, and for 
military purposes, will be of smaU service to the people* 

They, therefore, proposed that a geological survey of 
Irdand should be made by Captam James, under the 
superintendence of Sir Henry de la Beche, the English 
government geologist ; that a topographical memoir should 
be prepared, under ordnance ofiScers ; an antiquarian and 
historical memoir by Messrs. Petre, O'Donovan, Curry, 
&c.; and a memoir on the economy and productive resources 
of each coimty by Dr. Eoine, the very able professor of 
Natural History in the Dublin Society. As to the statis- 
tical survey, they wisely recommend the maintenance of 
a permanent statistical staff for the ten years' census ; that 
the statistical survey should be entrusted to this staff, and 
be published in connection with, or as supplementary to 
the census. They also urged the completion of the con- 
touring. 

Except the improper proposal to entrust our geological 
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survey to British saperintendeiioer there is no pari of this 
phm but is mature, sagacious, practioable, and beneficial to 



The cost thej estimate only at £86,000, heans onij 
about eight per cent* on the oeneral expenditure ux the 
survey and valuation of Irehoid. The conunissioners state 
that general expenditure thus : 

** Memorandum, showing the cost of the Ordnance Survey 
of Ireland, includii^ the Geolo^eal and Natural History 
Survey, and all other expenses, ^Lcept the ^i^ravii^, 
from its commencement in 1825 to the 1st April 1843, 
as shown by the books kept at the Oidnaaoe Surv^ 
Office, in the PhcBiiix Park, Dublin : — 

Expenditure £719,043 4 6 

Postage and other returns 6,994 13 2 

Remainder, or actual cost £712,048 11 4 

Voted for, 1843-4 ... 5,500 

£717,548 11 4 

The townland suryej is complete. 

Voted for engraving the 
townland survey of Ire- 
land, from its commence- 
ment to 1842-3, (t. e. to 
Ist April, 1843) ... £68,000 

Voted for 1843-4 ... 5,000 

Required to. be voted in 
1844-5, to complete the 
engravings of the town- 
land survey 5,000 

£78,000 

lUSGAPITULATION. 

Townland survey £717,548 11 4 

Engraving the same 78,000 



£796,548 11 4 



'23d November, 1843. 

« Thomas Comt, Col. R. E." 
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<' ESTIMATES. 

*^ Estimated cost of reduced map (one inch 

scale), engraved ready for publication ... £50)000 
Engraying^ the principal towns of Ireland 

which have already been surveyed^ on the 

five feet scale 12,000 

« T. C.** 

^< The foregoing statements include the cost of measuring the 
base line of the great trigonometrical and astronomical opera- 
tions, the purchase of instruments, the training of surveyors, 
&c^ and the works originally contemplated, wi& the exception 
of those which the progress of science has since made the sub- 
ject of inquiry by the commissioners. 

« T. C." 

*^ The valuation under Mr. Griffith has al- 
ready cost £122^621 7 5^ 

And there will be required to complete it, 

a further sum of ^9fi60 



£202,481 7 5i 



' RECAPITULATION. 



« Cost of survey £857,548 11 4 

Cost of valuation ; 202,481 7 5^ 

£1,060,029 18 9i 



<'An addition of little more than eight per cent, to this 
outlay, would attain all the objects of the various parties whose 
addresses to the government have formed the subject matter of 
our inquiry.* 

This last statement they thus sustain : — 

** Contouring to be provided in ten years, 

at the rate of £3000 a-year, ... £30,000 

Less original estimate for map of Ireland, 

on scale of one inch, 20,000 

£10,000 
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Brought forward ... £ 1 0,000 

The memoir, including history, topography, 

antiquities, and an economic section, £5,000 

a year, for twelve years ... ... 60,000 

Geological suryey to be provided in ten years, 

at £1,500 a-year ... ... ... 15,000 

Total to be provided . . . £85,000 

at the rate of about £7,500 to £8,000 a-year ; but, during the 
first year, it is not proposed to spend the full average $ a force 
qualified to carry out the objects in view does not yet exist — ^it 
is only proposed to expend, per estimate, for 1844-5, 

Topographical, &c. memoir ... £3,350 

Geology ... ... ... 1,500 

Contouring (extra sum required, above stated) 1 ,000" 

Under these circumstances, your Committee are of 
opinion that the completion of the Ordnance Memoir of 
Ireland, in the way proposed by the commissioners — the 
geological survey, if carried on under an Irish office — ^the 
contouring of the maps, and the maintenance of a statisti- 
cal staff, to keep the public constantly informed of the civd 
statistics of Ireland, are all plans which would be ser- 
viceable and honourable to Ireland, in a high degree, and 
should therefore be urged and aided by the Kep^ As- 
sociation, and by all Irishmen, no matter what their party 
or religion. 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 



THOMAS DAVIS, 
Chairman, 



15<A Apnl, 1844. 
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Thb ostensible object of this Irish Municipal Bill, being 
to place the Irish Municipal Franchise on the same basis as 
the English municipal Franchise, and to assimilate the civic 
liberties of both countries, our chief enquiry has been, to 
ascertain how far these results would be secured by the 
bill referred to us. 

Comparing this bill, without reference to any other Irish 
enactment, to the English municipal act, the language of 
the 2nd section of the former, and that of the 9th section 
of the latter, would seem to embrace the same principle, 
and confer the same privileges. The granting words in 
both are identical ; they give a right of voting for the 
members of the corporation, in every town, to every male 
householder, occupying a house, warehouse, counting- 
house, or shop, rated to the relief of the poor. 

But both require that the householders should occupy 
them for the three whole years next preceding the last day 
of August, in every year ; and both require that the voter 
should be an inhabitant householder, resident in the borough, 
or within seven statute miles thereof, for the same period ; 
both also require that the house, warehouse, counting- 
1 L 
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house, or shop, as the case may be, should be rated to the 
relief of the poor during all that time. 

Before we proceed to examine how far the assimilation 
principle, thus, in words at least, assumed, is a truth or 
a delusion, we beg to point out to the Association the dis- 
tinction between the restrictions mentioned in the last 
paragraph, and those of the same character, which are found 
m the present Irish munidpal law. 

The Irish act confers the franchise in the same way, on 
the occumers of houses, warehouses, counting-houses, and 
shops. There is a difference as to the value, and as to the 
character of what makes up the qualification ; but in respect 
to these restrictions, that makes no distinction. 

In the instance of a dwelling-house, the Irish act re- 
quires that it should be rated to the poor-rates, for one 
year previous to the last day of August in every year. 

This bill requires, that it should be so rated for three 
whole years. 

The Irish ^ requires that the householder should oc- 
cupy it for one year^ as before. 

This bill requires, that he should so occupy it for three 
whole years. 

The Irish act requires, that the voter should be an in- 
habitant householder, resident in the borough, or within 
seven miles thereof, for six months previous to the last day 
of August, as aforesaid. 

This bill requires, that he should be so resident for three 
whole years. 

The same rules apply to counting-houses, warehouses, 
and shops. 

Thus, it appears, that the previous occupation required 
by this bill, is three times as long as that required by the 
present law. 

The previous rating to the poor-rates is three times as 
long also. 

And the previous residence in the borough is six times 
as long. • 

This is what is called a boon to Ireland I — The difficulties 
are increased in two instances three-fold, and in the third 
instance six-fold. 

But it is assimilation. — 

2 
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Let US see now as to the other restrictions. In the in- 
stances already enumerated, the Irish voterS) in towns, 
vrere in a better position than the English. 

This bill would reduce them to an equality of disadvan- 



. the instances which follow, the English were in &r a 
better position tlum the Irish ; and here md bill stops in its 
course of assimilation. 

The present English municipal act requires that the 
voter, before he is qualified to exercise civic functions, 
Bhsdl have paid two taxes, namely, the poor-rate and 
borough rate. 

The proposed Irish bill, would leave the Irish voter in 
the same circumstances, subject to the payment of these 
two rates, and of those other rates, ^^ and all and every the 
rate or rates made under any general or local act or acts 
for the purposes of maintaining a police foree^ or for the 
purposes of lighting, watching, and cleansing J* 

The Englishman is only bound to have paid up the two 
rates connected with the administration of the kw itself, 
in which he is to share. 

But the Irishman, by this bill, would be bound to pay up 
the above-mentioned additional rates, totally unconnected 
with the law he seeks tiie benefit of, — ^and this is assimila- 
tion! 

But to come back to the principle of the bill. It pur- 
ports, as we have said, to be the same as the English act, 
and the language of both is identical. They are m effect, 
however, entirely different. 

The English franchise is co-extensive with inhabitancy. 
The Irish firanchise would be confined by this bill to the 
occupiers of houses, valued under the poor-rate at an 
amount exceeding £8 annually, in Dublin, Cork, Lime- 
rick, Bdfest, and Waterford; and in the other towns 
exceeding £4. 

This is effected through the medium of another act, 
passed last session, and passed, too, with the boastful. parade 
of its being a boon to Ireland. We allude to the 6 and 7 
Vic, chap. 92, the Poor Belief Amendment Act. 

The Ist section of this act exempts from rating, although 
not from the payment of the poor-rates, all occupiers of 
3 
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houses valued, in the above-named towns, at £8 and 
under; in the others, at £4 and under. 

This act also provides, that all future poor-law valuations 
should be entirely under the control of the poor-law com- 
missioners; so that while the bill purports to g^ve the same 
franchise as England, it would, in fact, give a high property 
qualification franchise, and place the fixing of that qualifi- 
cation in the hands of the poor-law commissioners. 

Let it be borne in mind distinctly, that every person in 
every town in England, who occupies a house, warehouse^ 
counting house, or shop, no matter of what value, is ipso 
facto qualified to vote for, and be a member of, the cor- 
poration of that town. 

In Ireland, on the contrary, no man would be so quali- 
fied by this bill, unless the tenement occupied hj him be 
rated as over the value of £8, in Dublin, Cork, Liimerick, 
Belfast, and Waterford; and over £4 in every other town. 

There is, then, to be a disfranchisement, as compared 
to England, of all those householders, in these five towns, 
whose holdings are not valued over £8 ; and in the other 
towns, whose holdings are not valued over £4. 

Let us see, therefore, what proportion of the inhabitants 
would be disqualified by the operation of this bill, in each 
class of towns. 

Taking Dublin, in the first instance, for an example ; we 
find, by a return, ordered by the house of commons, in 
1842, and printed by its direction, namely, — a return of 
the property of the different poor-law unions in Ireland, 
that the municipal borough of Dublin contains, in aD, 
22,670 tenements, rated to the relief of the poor ; and of 
these, it appears by the same return, that 4,161 are rated 
as of the value of £8 and under annually. 

But, by another parliamentary return, given in Thom's 
Directoiy, it appears the number of inhabited houses in 
Dublin, is 20,109. The difference between this number, 
and that of rated tenements, consists of uninhabited houses, 
or tenements upon which there is no house. 

The utmost possible number of votes, therefore, could 
not exceed 20,109. 

But deducting from this, the number of disqualified 
tenements, we would have the niunber 15,948. 

4 
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Taking any English town, then, of the same extent and 
population — ^let us say Manchester, for the sake of iUustrar- 
tion, and making no allowance for any deduction in either 
case, the respective numbers of electors in each would 
stand thus — 

Manchester, 20,109 

Dublin, 15,948 

Sut, by the return to which we have last referred, it fiir- 
ther appears, that there are in Dublin, 49,511 fiimilies; 
giving an average of nearly 2^ £imilies to each house. 

Now, in Enghtnd, six persons living in the same house 
and separately rated, can have a vote each. Let us there- 
fore, loUowing up the comparison, reduce the 2^ to 2, 
and taking it that there are two fiimilies, in each of the 
tenements, disqualified, and in this we are below the mark, 
the number of disqualified will be 8,322 ; and thus it is 
manifest that, taking Manchester and Dublin, as before, 
the number of municipal electors, in each respectively, 
would be as follows : — 

Manchester, 24,270 

Dublin, 15,948 

Giving Manchester the advantage of ^,322 voters. 

But Dublin does not afford a fair criterion whereby, ac- 
curately, to ascertain the tendency of this bill, or to judge 
how far it is from carrjdn^ out its professed principle, of 

f'ving to Ireland a mumcipal fi:anchise, as extensive as 
nglSid enjoys. 

The character of the Dublin houses is necessarily supe- 
rior to that of the houses in the other Irish towns ; and, 
consequently, the disproportion between the number qua- 
lified there, and in the English towns, is not so great. 

Let us take Limerick, as affording a fer better test of 
comparison. 

By the report first referred to, it appears, the number of 
rated tenements in Limerick is 5,589 

Number at and under £8, 3,354 

Leaving ... 2,235, qualified to confer 
the franchise. 

Let us take any English town now of the same extent, 
5 
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My Bath ; for it does not matter, as iiir aa ihe argument is 
Qonoenied, whether it be, or be not, wfuaL 

Taking the number of tenements m Bath and in lim- 
eiick to be the same, as the number qualified to give die 
franchise, without any double votes, the respeotiye number 
of voters in each would stand thus — 

Bath ... 5589 

Limerick ... 2235 

giidng Bath 3354 voters more than Limerick. 

But, as in the fermer case, Bath would have the further 
advantage of double votes, and taking Ldmmck, by analogy 
from the Dublin case, to have two families on an average 
in each disqualified tenement, then (and this is really the 
case) the reladve proportions of voters in Bath and Luner- 
ick would be — 

Bath ... 8943 

Limerick ... 2235 

Leaving Bath 6708 voters over Limerick. 

The very surplus in Bath would thus be three times the 
amount which Limerick would have altogether. 

But in the small towns, in L*eland, ^e qualification is 
reduced to a sum exceeding £4 annually. 

Let us see how that will operate; one example will 
suffice : we wiU take that of Cashel, and compare it mth 
any English town of the same extent, say Bedford : — 
Number of tenements in Cashel ... 1 1 04 
Number valued at and under £4 ... 400 

Disqualified 704 

Without going into any further calculation as to double 
votes, the relative numbers of Bedford and Cashel voters 
would stand thus : — 

Bedford 1104 

Cashel 400 

Taking all the towns, great and small, the average 
proportion of voters would be about three to one in favour 
of England ; that is, every Englishman would have three 
times tiie weight of an Mshman ; and the Irishman would 

6 
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be subjected to several addilional difficulties, in the exercise 
of his ri^ht, from which the Englishman would be exemj>t. 

The bill is silent as to the corporate constituencies in 
the towns in schedule B, where the commissioners, acting 
under the 9th Geo. IV. chap. 82, are, in effect, the corpo*- 
ration. 

But, by a similar process of delusion, the work of dis- 
franchisement had been already effected in these towns. 

In them the original qualification was, occupying a 
house rated in the vestry rate at £5. After the first 
election a valuation was to be made by the commissioners, 
for the purpose of rating, and every man rated thereby 
was to have a vote. 

But it occurred that in some towns there was no vestry 
rate ; and, therefore, in these towns the act failed. 

To remedy the defect, the 6th and 7th Vict. chap. 93, 
was passed, which made the poor rate valuation the test. 

The result was, the disfranchisement of at least one-fifth. 

And we have now, as the strange result, that by thie 
new bill, a man valued at £4 would have a vote for the 
members of a corporation, and he should be valued at £5 
to entitle him to vote for commissioners. 

We have, also, this stranger result still, that, under the 
pretext of making the franchise commensurate with rating, 
a man may be liable to £100 rate in a small town, and 
not be qualified to vote for a commissioner under the 9th 
Geo. IV. 

And this is assimilation ! It is as much assimilation, as 
delusion is truth. Instead of assimilating the rights of the 
two countries, the bill would impose new hardships upon 
Ireland — would leave its great grievances tmtouched— 
would be productive of actual disfi^nohisement in many 
instances — and, by the introduction of new and unheard-of 
restrictions, would be a bill of pains and penalties in all. 

Signed on Jbehalf of the Committ€Je, 

MICHAEL DOHENY, 
Corn Exchange Rooms, Chairman. 

23rd April, 1844. 

P. S.^ — In consequence of it& being suggested that, by the 
operations of the several sectipns of the different acts of par- 

7 



78 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

liament hereinafter referred to, the new bill it susceptible oi a 
different construction from that which your Committee have 
given it in the foregoing report; your Committee have re- 
considered the bill, and also the different acts bearing upon it, 
and adhere to their former opinion. 

But in deference to the gentlemen who differ with them, and 
in order to state every thing with perfect fairness, your Com- 
mittee feel it due to those gentlemen, and to their own sense of 
fair dealing, to state, distmctly, the grounds upon which the 
different constructions of the bill are based. 

The Irish Municipal Act confined the franchise to persons 
rated to the poor-rates, in respect of tenements valued in said 
rate, to £10, yearly. . 

This franchise is conferred by the 30th section of the act. 
But, to provide for cases where, by mistake, or by agreement 
of the parties, or by any local &cts of any kind, the name 
of the landlord is inserted on the rate-book; the 33rd section 
provides that, — 

<' In every borough it shall be lawful for any person occu* 
pying a house," &c. " to claim to be rated to the relief of the 
poor, in respect of such house," &c., '^ whether the landlord 
shall, or shall not, be liable to be rated to the relief of the 
poor in respect thereof; and upon such occupier so claiming, 
and actually paying, or tending to the collector thereof, the full 
amount of the last made rate then payable in respect of such 
premises, the guardians," &c., " are hereby required to put the 
name of such occupier upon the rate, for the time being ; and 
in case such guardians," &c., " shall neglect or refuse so to do, 
such occupier shall, nevertheless, for the purposes of this act, 
de deemed to have been rated. 

" Provided always that where, by virtue of any act of par- 
liament, the landlord shall be liable to the payment of the rate 
for the relief of the poor, in respect of any premises occupied 
by his tenant, nothing herein contained shall be deemed to 
vary the liability of such landlord ; but in case the tenant who 
shall have been rated for such premises in consequence of any 
claim as aforesaid, shall make default in the payment of such 
poor-rate payable in respect thereof, such landlord shall be, and 
remain, liable for the payment thereof, in the same manner as 
if he alone had been rated in respect of the premises so occu- 
pied by his tenant-" 

The 4th section of the Poor Relief Amendment Act, 6 & 7 
Vict. ch. 92, after providing that — 

" Where a house is let in separate apartments or lodgings. 
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no tenant of any such apartment shall he liahle to he rated in 
respect thereof, hut the rate shall he made in respect of the 
whole honse^ upon the immediate lessor under whom such 
apartments or lodgings are so let." — 
Goes on to proTide — 

"Provided always that nothing herein contained shall he 
construed to affect or repeal the provisions of an act (the 
Municipal Act) &c., which enahles any persons occupying a 
house, &c., to claim to he rated in respect thereof, whether the 
landlord shall, or shall not, he liahle to he rated to the relief of 
the poor in respect thereof ; and to he enrolled as a burgess, 
under the conditions provided in the said recited act." 

The 3rd section of this bill provides in respect to the same 
enactment : 

" That all and every the provisions and enactments of the said 
act (municipal), or of an act of the last session of parliament, 
amending the same, in respect of claiming to be rated, and ac- 
tually paying or tendering the rate, whether the landlord of 
any sUch premises shall or shall not be liable to the rate in 
respect of premises, &c., shall apply and extend to enlarge or 
restrain the right to be enrolled as a burgess, or to vote as 
aforesaid, under this act, as if herein re-enacted, and made 
specially applicable thereto." 

Taking all these provisions together, it has been suggested, 
that the occupier of any house, no matter of what value, is 
entitled to be enrolled, provided he complies with the requisi- 
tions of the 33rd sec. of the municipal act above cited. 

Even if this were the proper construction, the pretence that 
the bill would make the Municipal Franchise as extensive in 
Ireland as it is in England, would be nearly as great a delusion 
as the other construction makes it. 

For it would impose on one-half the electors, indeed on much 
more than one-half, as appears by the above calculations, most 
extraordinary and incompatible conditions precedent; among 
which may be first mentioned, the payment of another man's 
debt, without giving them the means of recovering it from him 
afterwards. 

These conditions are so complicated, and so numerous, and 
of so harrassing a character, that it would require more space 
and time than your Committee can devote to that purpose, dis- 
tinctly to point them out. 

And your Committee refrain from doing so, more especially, 
because they are of opinion, as they have already stated it, that 
this is not the true construction of the bill, and that as the 
9 M 
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relief given by the 33rd section of the Municipal Act, applied 
solely to facts or mistakes incident to tenements of the specified 
value of £10, as ascertained by the poor rate, the rebef will 
now be confined to the same facts or mistakes incident to te* 
nements rated to over £8 and £4, in the respective instances to 
which the rating at such sums is applicable. 

Your Committee having thus fully and Cedrly examined the 
provisions of this bill, and stated their import, and the opinion 
they have been able, upon the fullest consideration, to form there- 
upon, submit to the Association, that whatever may be the 
intention of Government, the bill requires to be narrowly 
watched ; and that it is the urgent duty of the Irish members 
to strip it of all delusion, and demand, that whatsoever may be 
the real object, it should be stated in language intelligible and 
unequivocal. 

Signed on behalf of the Sub- Committee, 

MICHAEL DOHENY, 
ChairmiULi 
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County Franchises, as they have at any time existed, have 
alwajrs been based upon some property or land. 
Three principal classes of landed property exist : — 
I — ^Freehold property — ^for ever, or for lives. 
II — ^Leasehold property for terms of years.* 
Ill — ^Property held from year to year, commonly called 
Tenancies at Will. 

Properties of the first description, alone, could confer a 
county franchise, from the earliest ages until the passing 
of the Reform acts in 1832, whether in England, in Scot- 
land, or in Ireland. 

• We omit here all reference to the class called " Copyholders." 1st, 
because^ where copyholders' property exists, all distinction between it and 
freehold property, is now substantially annihilated. 2nd, because, it is 
doubtful whether any property properly so called, exists in Ireland : if any 
does, it is only a single estate, as Primatestown, in the county of Meath : no 
such qualification has ever been claimed in Ireland ; and it is a perfect 
mockery to parade it as a franchise in Ireland. 

1 N 
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Proj^rties of the second description obtained the pri- 
Yili^ in each county, in 1832. 

!noperties of the third description, obtained the privilege 
in Engknd and Scotland, under the celebrated Chandos 
dause, in 1832; and it is now proposed by Lord Eliot's 
bill, to admit properties of this description to confer the 
franchise in Ireland. 

But, it is only certain classety under each head, that 
have at any time been proposed for admission. 

In remote timM, fre^hbld qualifications w^re universal, 
and little inconvenience was felt from the want of any 
other. 

The ancient statutes which regulated th^ franchise of 
freeholders, required three things : — 

First J that ^e choosers of knights of the shire, should 
be RESIDENT within the same shire, 1 Henry V., c- 1. — 
people DWELLING AND RESIDENT withiii the sditie counties, 
8 Henry VL, c. 7. — people dwelling and resident in 
the same, 10 Henry Vl., c. S. — inhabitant of the said 
counties, 33 Henry VIIL, c. 1. — (Ireland). 

Secondly, that they should have lands or tenements to 
the value of forty shillings by the year, at the least, 
above all charges ; (the same statutes.) 

Thirdly, that the amount should be ascertained ^ the 
shenfF, who was empowered '^to examine upon the Evan- 
gelists every such chooser, how muck he may expend by 
the year.^* ite which could not expend foity-sMlfings by 
the year, was in no-wise to be a chooser; the election was 
to be bjr the greatest number of them which might expend 
forty shillings by the year, 8 Henry VI., oTlS.— ^ng« 
land.) So «to dispend," and have lands and tenements, 
&c., to the yearly value of foriy-shillings, 33 Henry VIII, 
c. 1. — (Ireland.) 

We refer thus minutely to these ancient statutes,— wluch, 
for more than three centuries and ar-half, until modem 
times, were the sole guides of the constitutional franchise 
in these kingdoms — to show these things : 

First, how teduloiisly residence and inhabitancy m the 
county was Required of the elector. 

Secondly, when the qualification of inhabitancy was se- 
cured, forty shillings wlas, for centuries, considered a safe 
franchise. 2 
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Thirdly, how clear the language of these ancient sta- 
tutes is, to shew that the constitutional test of value was, 
the ability of the voter to expend from his land the ^ven 
amount; though there are persons who endeavour to 
deduce a different ooaduaoa &oga the. wOrdiiig of later 
enactments. 

Modem enactments have introduced lamy noyeltied into 
the franohiae. law of these realms. 

, The great and leading inno\fatioii bas be^^^Hhe intro- 
duction of ^^ non-occiiipaticnii' fianohises — £FaiKJbi9e& in 
which it is totally unneQeasary for the eteetoc to abow that 
he is an inhabitant, resideiit, or oecupier of land within the 
county. 

We shall trace this distinction through the various mo- 
difications of the fireehold and leasehold franchises, as they 
are now admitted, treating of eeufiAk separately. — 

L FBEEHOLD FEANCHISE (IRELAND). 

1 St. — Occupaticau 

£10 Freeholds. — The elector is obliged to swear, that 
h« is in the actual occupation thereof, by residing thereon, 
or by tilling, or by grazing, or by both tilling and grazing, 
as the case may be. 

2nd* — Non^ Occupation* 

£20 Freeholds. — The elector is not required to swear to 
any occupation or residewQ. 

£20 RenUCharges. — (for a life, or Uvea,) the Ukq, 
£50 Freeholds and £50 RenUCharges, — The Jifee ; and 
the elector i^ enabled to register his vote, even without 
appearing in the county for that purpose, by simply making 
an affidavit in the courts in Dublin, or at any assizes 
throughout Xrelwd,* 

* There is no enacttaent giving renUchargcrs the privilege 6f registering 
in this wa3|, but that facility has been afforded to them b^ a recent depision 
of the majority of the judges, who held that by an equitable construction 
of the statute, they came withia the clause givmg the right to £50 freer 
holders. 

3 
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11. THE LEASEHOLD FRANCHISE 
(IRELAND). 

Irtv— £10 LeoMeholders for terma of 60 years. 

2ndv— £10 Lecueholders for teniifl of 20 years. 

3rd.— £20 Leaseholders for terms of 14 years. 

These voters must be in actual occupation, except in 
those instances, in the 1st and 3rd dasses, where the 
elector holds the head-lease, and not an under-lease. 

As we proceed, it is requisite to compare, with the 
Irish francHses, the scale of Qualifications which has been 
sanctioned in England by the Reform Act. 

L FREEHOLD FRANCHISES (ENGLAND). 
1st. — Occupation. 

Forty Shittinas. — ^Every person having a freehold estate 
for any life or hves whatever, of the annual value of forty 
shillings, and being in the actual possession of it, is en- 
titled to vote. 

2nd. — Non- Occupation. 

Forty Shillings. — ^Three classes ; viz. — 1st, fi*eeholders 
of inheritance ; 2dly, ireeholders succeeding by marriage, 
marriage settlement, devise, or promotion to any benefice 
or office ; 3dly, freeholders who had been seized of their 
fi'eeholds before the 7th June, 1832. 

£10 Freeholds. — ^Four classes; viz. — Ist, common fi-ee- 
holds of £10 ; 2dly, copyholders of £10 ; 3dly, customary 
fireeholds of £10 ; 4thly, tenants in ancient demesne, £10. 

IL LEASEHOLD FRANCHISES, (ENGLAND). 

£10 Leaseholders for terms of 60 years. 
£50 Leaseholders for terms of 20 years. 
These voters must be in occupation, except where they 
hold the head-lease, and not an imder-lease. 
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III. THE CHANDOS FRANCHISE 
(ENGLAND). 

£50 Rent-payers. — Every such person who shall occupy, 
WLB tenant, any lands or tenements, for which he shall be 
bona fide liable to a yearly rent of not less than £50. 

Keasoning might have foreshown, and experience has 
proved, the evils of this fi:anchise. Naturally following at 
the tail of the aristocracy, both from social position and 
their dependent tenure, tms class of electors vote as they 
hold, by " the will" of their landlords. Even were they 
a purer and more popular class, their numbers ftre not 
fiumcient to sustain them in the assertion of thdr indepen- 
dence ; yet, they are numerous enough to aid in turning 
many an election against the people. 

Such is, briefly, the comparative state of the franchise 
law in the two countries. 

We now turn to Lord Eliot's Bill. 

This bill comprises three leading alterations in the 
franchise law : — 

Clause 1 — introduces a franchise similar to that created 
in England by the Chandos clause, by giving a vote in 
counties to " every male person who shall occupy, as tenant 
or owner, lands rated to the poor at a net annual value 
of £30." 

Clauses 5 arid 8 — ^reduce to five pounds the mynH)ccv^ 
pation freehold franchises, in cases of persons seized '^ in 
fee-simple, or fee-tail, or fer lives renewable fer ever;" and 

DISPENSES WITH OCCUPATION IN ALL CASES OF FREEHOLD 
QUALIFICATIONS IN COUNTIES. 

Clause 7 — defines that " the clear yearly value" of a 
fr'eehold, and " the beneficial interest of the clear yearly 
value" in lands or tenements, shall be taken to be the rent 
at wAickj one year with another, such premises might, in 
their actual state, be reasonably expected to let from year 
to year, deducting the rent and charges (save the public 
or parlmmentary taxes, county, church, or parish cesses or 
rates) payable by the tenant. 

These clauses, taken together, are calculated to do three 
things : — 
5 
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I. To increase, to the greatest possible extent, the num- 
ber of voters who wiH be most dependent npon landlords. 

II. To give the utmost ftcility to the (»*eation of ficti- 
tious voters of the landlord class. 

III. To diminish, as l&r as possible, the indqiendent 
and popular portion of the present constituency. 

I. 'riie £30 rating, like the £50 rent-payii^ in Eng- 
land, is the highest amount which could be taken, to pro- 
t5ure a class sufficiently numerous to sway a constituwicy. 

At the first view of the respective qualifications of £50 
renting in England, and £30 rating in irelaad, it would be 
supposed that the amount of the tjuafification fffoposed 
for this* country, was considerably lower than the aiudogous 
qualification in England ; but it will be found upon enquiiy 
into tiie subject, ^t the average Tating to the pooivrate 
in Ireland is so much below rent, that the premises rated 
at £30, may be assumed to he rented at fi"om £4© to £50. 

Notliing could induce your coraimttee to entertain the 
proposition to introduce into the eleetioH code of Ireland a 
qualification of the nature now under leonsideration, t>ut 
the fact, that lar^ classes of their countiymen were to he 
thereby enfi^nchised. No such expectatiem casn be enter- 
tained from the proposed l^ill; and, under -sudioircumstaiH 
t5es, so fer from those who would become entitled to it, 
hailing it as a boon or privilege conferred upon them, tiiey 
would regard it as a new grievance, from the d<Mnimc«i 
w^hich then* landlords would be thereby enabled to exercise 
over them. 

The lower the rate, the less would be the^ngerto 
wHeh the voters would be exposed, from then* power 
of sustaining one another, and from the increasing diffi- 
culties of dealing with a more numerous class 'of persons, 
thereby diminishmg the extent to which persecution could 
be carried. But it is fearful to contemplate ihe dangerous 
consequences Kkely to eiMue from the proposed measure as 
it stands. In times of public excitement, the voters in Ire- 
land, embued -with the same feelings ^fcs the masses by whom 
they would be ^surrounded, and stimulated and excited by 
the popular outcry, will reject and defy the influence of 
the landlord, and rush along with the popular feeling. 
The landlords will, in their various estates, sdect each 
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three or £>ur victinMt, #^ry.e iimm with nptjices to quit, and 
eject th&n. 

Who will yeiitiiS9 to t^e th^ la^ds ? K any do, in- 
evit^hly therp will siu^^eed agrariaa outrages, in tKeir moat 
frightful forms-r-the persecution of th^ ejected t^mnts will 
be ftYienged by the slau^ter of the intrud^rs — ^the dar^: 
Bcenes .of former times will be revived »nd re-enacted, firpm 
A new cauae ; the misery of our country will be increaaed 
•bslA pe^t^iated, her socnajl improvement reta^rd^, and hqr 
days of peace, prosperity, a^id h^{)piness, i^n^e^urably 
postponed. 

IL The second braiaich of these clauses is yisibLy co^Dt 
fitcucted for the wide eicesk^on joiijfictitious votes, by perspi^ 
of the landlord class. 

By the reduction fiH>m £20 to £5, in ^vour of i)}fi 
ftediolders for ever, not in QCOi)Lpation, vot^ gs^ be ci^ted 
four to one more than at present. 

. By the reduction from £20 to £10, in favour of other 
freehold's, not in occupation, votes can be created two to 
one more than at present. 

Occupation is the surest, test that a qualificatjlon is not 
fictitious or .occasional ; and this, instead of being a hard- 
ship, is the just and CQnstjltutipnal guarantee of a genuine 
fiundbi^. 

Where the voter ;cemains in ^^ctual occupation, re^^din^, 
tilling, and gramig, there cannot be any such thing, m 
any fair or proper sense of the word, as a " fictitious" 
freehold; the value may be less than that preacribed by 
law, or it may have been calculated by a rule less stringent 
than some may suppose ought to have been applied in 
estimating it ; but there is nothing fraudulent or fictitious 
in the creation of the freehold — the &rm is a true farm — 
the fiirmer is a real bona fide occupier and inhabitant — ^he 
has nothing occasional, nothing fictitious, nothing firaudu- 
lent about his qualification — ^he contributes to the public 
burdens by paying the charges upon his land, his lease 
and his title in £e land have not been got up for the 
purpose of registering and polling a vote. 

Bemove the proof of genuineness, however, which 
OCCUPANCY affords, and the door is open to the admission 
of purely fictitious qualifications. The difficulty of detect- 
ing the fraud and contrivance is increase^, as the amount is 
7 
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diminiehed, and the dealing is removed from the ordinaiy 
transactions in the payment of rent between landlord and 
tenant. Hence arise two leading methods of framing 
fictitious freeholds; the one by splitting property, the 
other by creating rent-charges. The latter mode, by rent- 
charges, has been the means principally adopted und^ the 
existmg law. In 1832, at the general registry for Ireland, 
the whole number of rent-charges registered was 547.* The 
number on the register on the 1st February, 1843, had 
encreased to 1265. Here is powerfril evidence to show 
that this increase was not made bona fide in the course of 
dealing between man and man, but for a piurpose. It has 
been an increase, not over the country generally, but 
merely in those counties where election contests have 
taken place, or have been expected to take place. 

The following analysis is taken from the last parlia- 
mentary return, ordered 25th of April, 1843 : — 

Pot90SBor9 ofRent'chargeM in the several Counties of Ireland. 
Counties which have rent-charge voters. 
25 or under. 50 

Antrim, 12. Fermana^, 26. 

Armagh, 14. Kilkenny, 29. 

Cavan, 5. King's County, 39. 

Clare, 18. Tipperary, 47. 

Donegal, 8. Tyrone, 30. 

Down, 20. Waterford, 31. 

Galway, 4, Westmeath, 27. 

Kildare, 25. Wexford, 47. 

Leitrim, 5. 
Limerick, 25. 
Londonderry, 7- 
Longford, 21. 
Mayo, 2. 
Monaghan, 21. 
Roscommon, 19. 
Sligo, 22. 

Counties which have over 100. 
Carlow, 119. 
Dublin, 113. 
Queen's County, 132. 

• See Parliamentary Return, 4th April, 1833. 
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Cork, 90. 


Kerry, 
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Thus it will be seen, that wherever the majority of the 
liberal party was small, or parties were nearly balanced, as 
in the counties of Carlow, Dublin, Wickiow, and the 
Queen's County, this non-occupation class is found most 
numerous, although these counties are comparatively small; 
and the result has been, that by the creation of those ficti- 
tious qualifications, the representation of these four counties 
has been wrested £rom the liberal party. 

The progress of the increase in the counties where the 
practice of creating these fictitious qualifications by rent- 
charge has principally prevailed, will still more strongly 
mark the fraud. 









Rent-chargers 


., 


Qualified 


Qualified 




in 1835. 


in 1843. 


Queen's County, 


61 


132 


Carlow, 




49 


119 


Dublin, 




24 


113 


Cork, 




29 


90 


Louth, 




31 


82 


Wickiow, 




23 


81 


Kerry, 




20 


67 


Wexford, 




23 


47 


Tipperary, ... 




1 


47 



But difficulties present themselves in the carrying out of 
this fraudulent rent-charge franchise. It cannot be created 
of a less amount than £20 ; and as the rent-charge is good 
against the grantor, though fi-audulent and void in other 
respects, if the grantee do not prove faithful, or if his 
creditors discover the grant, the grantor may find a difli- 
culty in escaping the consequences of his own fraud, even 
by litigation. 

The experience of the frauds, which have crept into. 
Scotch law, however, has shewn that a much more safe and 
eligible description of device may be practised, under which 
votes may be created, ad libitum^ if only the amount of 
qualification required for non-occupation fireeholds, can be 
adequately reduced. 

The £10 finnchise in Scotland, under the Reform Act, 
which is analogous to the £10 qualification in Ireland, 
does not require that actual occupation should constitute 
9 
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an eflsential part of the elector'9 titl^ to be regist^reil ; and 
hence aroee the multitude of fraudujeiit and iScljitiQUB qpaUr 
fications, which were triumphantly e?q>oaed in the proceed* 
ingB hefoxe Mr. Horaman's ^oommitteef in 1837-1838-^ 
f See parliamentary mpers] , Tb9 following ip au <exti»<>t 
ftom the report of tnat eoBomitl^^ {p« U)-^ 

** The fictitious or colorable Totes broi:^bt under the nedee 
of your committee, may be classed under the foUowif^ heads : — 
first, life-renters ; second, proprietors, joint and seyeral ; third, 
joint tenants ; and of these, more especially the first. The 
i;isqal mode of creating these yotes (by whidi a nominal quail-. 
fication is acquired, without the possession of any real interest), 
is, by the conveyance of a subject, (that is, certain premises,) 
of the requisite value, to a friend or dependant for the term of 
his life. The party acquiring this right, is termed a life-renter ; 
and it is a common practice, for a number of them to be con- 
stituted under one deed The deeds are made out the 

last week in January, so as to complete the six months possession 
necessary for registration. The subject disposed of, seldom 
passes into the hands of the life-renters, but remains in ihe occu- 
pation of the disponer^ who receives back a lease of it from the 
disponees, generally of the same date, p.nd always of the same 
duration as his own disposition to them. The pr^ce which is 
fixed by annuity tables, according to the age of the purchasers, 
is not paid ; but a bill for the amount is given, the interest of 
which, is about equivalent to the rent received by the parties 
in return. There are few instances of these bills being paid 
up; nor.i^an it be doubted, that payment of tihem is x^t ex- 

.pected to be .enforced The deed is immediately restored 

to the party granting it, in whosjB custody it cenvain^." 

The second plan adopted for the manufacture of non- 
resident voters, was by joint purchases ; thus, £60 a-»year 
is to be sold, and six persons, not residing in the county 
where the property is, but some in one county and some in 
.imother county, are all clubbed together by a political 
agent, and lids property is purchased in their names, and 
frequently with the money of the persons whom the agent 
represents. This has been carried to a great ext^it ; and, 
in several instances, purchases have been made in the names 
of batches of persons, varying from fifty down to five and 
ten persons, none of whom, in general, reside in the 
county. 

10 
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^ It appears, that agents are regularly employed, net onfy 
in leoking' -out for propertieg to be boi^t for political puar»> 
fKTses, birt also, w affonliiig the neioessary ;fae3»t j, byloems Ibp 
inddgentt purolieesecs, nrho ore hadinced to take tbe«u"'*«^i2<»j%. 

" It k not peesible iathe present report, to giw ft ibU 
-acoannt of the es^tent of the -firaads practised l^ meaae 
of HOBr-resideat qualifioatiGns like tiieee Bbove deaciibed, 
and wkieh the evidence in thifl Tepoit fully e^posfifu 
'The most conmioii €uid ordinary mode appeocai to faftve 
heea by mieans of fiuudulemt sales. An agreeooLeat i& 
^nteFed in^to by some poUtieal agent, in ihe name of ansHie 
twenty, thirty, >&c iorty steapgexs, and a sate ef a /plot of 
ground, or, as inoneoase, a mill is made to iihem; ibey 
dsnow nothing more of the tismsaetion, land neiv^er oofflde mto 
the covBOtty uidess to Tote. In o&me caaes these tEanaao- 
tiens are so managed, that mo money wbateivter is paid for 
these pHF<^ase6, »nd, in one case, (see Bcodie's e^vidence, 
-min. 1838, page 3,) fifty*six indxFiduals ^wenm qiiialified ito 
be registered out of a pr^erty, for vliieb, nc^ one fihil&ng 
was paid by them or any i!>ody else ; and in^itiiich, net one 
indrvidual ol' the ilfi^yHsix, nor the whdb ififtyHBix together, 
had (me larl&ing's interest. In fact, ttUs .aiMi the hie^xent 
<inatifieation, are nc^ng moce oo* laae than mere ooUusiTe 
transao^ons, for>one solitary purpose, to creaste nod^is. 

The result of this monstrous system has heen^ that the 
non-43esident vot^s have con^etdy swamped the resident 
voters of 4Jie oomvties rf Sc<^kind. We copy the following 
'from the report, page 1 :»^ 

" In the cotmty of SdJcirJe^ in 1832, the whole ooostituenoy 
was 180, among whom were very few life-renters, and none 
were non-resident. In 1 836, the constituency had increased to 
'652, of whom 1 12 were life-^renters, and of these fiire only w^:^ 
resident. In Peebles the .censttiuancy, in 183i2, was 301, of 
•whom tiie life-centers were eight, a^d all resi^en^. In 1836, 
the constituency was 576, of whi^h the life-renters were 100, 
^nd only 28 of them resident; ^and in the county of Edinbyxgh, 
the life-renters, in 1832, only amounted to 43 ; and in 1836, 
they amounted to 235." — {Brodie's EvidenfiCy p. 2.) 

There is not a single fictitious qualification exposed in 
the mass of fraud which this report contains, that Lord 
11 
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lEliot's bill, if passed, will not bring into active life in this 
country ; and when your Committ<ee remember that Lord 
Stanley was the most active person on that committee, 
one member at least of the present government must 
have been aware of the results to be expected from dis- 
pensing with OCCUPATION, in all cases of freeholds. The 
£10 fi^hold qualification will be rendered preciselv analo- 
gous to the life-renters in Scotland, and subject to tne same 
abuse ; and to afford everv facility to the extension of this 
qualification, a section of the bill removes the objection 
to joint freeholders under £10, that formerly prevailed, so 
that we may have 56 electors qualified out of one colorable 
purchase in Ireland hereafter, as well as in Scotland. The 
new £5 qualification, out of an estate of inheritance, affords 
the same fitcilities, and the requisite amount is only one-half 
the sum required in the former case ; and in the re{)ort to 
which we have just referred, a witness of conservative 
opinions gives it as his opinion, that colorable and fictitious 
votes are more easily created in fee than for life-rents. — 
{Forbes' s Evidence, Min., 1837, — 115.) 

The only remedy which the witnesses could suggest for 
the abuses which existed, was, that occupation should be 
made an essential part of the qualification, except in cases 
where the property was large — ^for example, £100 a year. 

But in addition to the frauds here disclosed, every book 
upon election law is filled with cases of fictitious votes, 
created by means of the non-occupation franchise. In the 
case of the " Good Intent Societt/" (2 Peck. 23, and 
Hey wood on Elections, 139,) a contrivance was adopted, 
whereby 370 persons voted out of one mill in Middlesex, 
in the year 1804. In our own country, numerous instances 
could be adduced of similar practices, and they prevail to 
the present hour, in the case of rent-charges, to a monstrous 
extent. A large class of cases have also occurred in this 
country, to which we must refer, because they are particu- 
larly applicable to the new £5 fitmchise, proposed to be 
conferred upon owners in fee and lessees for lives renewable 
for ever, and to the non-occupation clause in the case of 
everjr freehold. Under the 35 Geo. III. chap. 29, forty 
shilling freeholders should reside, unless they were owners 
in fee, or lessees for lives renewable for ever ; in the latter 

12 
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cases occupation was dispensed with, and in several cases* 
throughout Ireland, amongst others, in the case of the 
** Coldblow-lane YOteTBf\{ Minutes of Evidence taken before 
the Select Committee on the Dublin City Election^ 1831,^ 
grants of a few square feet of a garden were made for lives 
renewable, for cvot to several persons, for which they re- 
ceived a rent of 40*. ar-veat. This sum was paid to them 
just prior to the election, to bring them from different 
counties in Ireland to vote at the election of the City of 
Dublin; they, knew nothing more of the garden, or of their 
tenants, or of their title to vote. Under the proposed bill, 
such practices can be perpetrated to an unlimited extent, 
and in respect to every freehold franchise which will exist 
in Ireland after the passing of that measure. 

It was practices such as these that brought the forty 
shilling franchise into disrepute in Ireland, and the same, 
or similar practices caused occupation to be, for the first 
time, required by the Beform Act, as an essential part of 
the qualification in England in all cases of forty shilling 
freeholders, unless whiere they had an estate of inheritance. 
Thus, to prevent fictitious votes in England, the course of 
legislation in that country is to restrict the non-occupation 
franchises, while in the election code of Ireland, attempts 
are made to abolish that wholesome check to fiuudulent 
^pialifications I 

See how readily such frauds can be practised in Ireland, 
under Lord Eliot's bill, by any landlord of a freehold 
estate. 

The landlord agrees to create a £10 freehold. This, by 
liord Eliot's design, is no longer to require occupation, 
therefore, the intended voter need not ever appear in the 
county, save when his presence is required for electioneer- 
ing purposes. The purchase of such a grant, of £ 1 a-year, 
at five per cent, for money, would be £200. For this, the 
voters' bond and warrant to confess judgment may be 
taken. The convevance is then executed ; and if the voter 
ever misconducts himself, or if he or his creditors attempt 
to get into receipt of the rents of the fi^ehold, the grantor 
has only to enter judgment on his bond, and immediately 
he can sweep the entire proceeds into his own coffers in 
satisfaction of his claim. 
13 
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At how small a cost this can be effected^ may sow be 
shown : — 

Stamp on the bond for £200 ... ... £2 

Stamp on conveyimce in consideration of 
£200 2 O 



£4 Q 



If the conduct of the giwntee made it requisite to pro- 
ceed on the bond, judgment can be entered for a furth^ 
sum of about £2 5s. Od» in any of h^ Mi^esty^e sirperior 
courts of law in Dublin, and 1»e rights of the grantee ean 
be suspended during pleasure. But tibis is a course wHd^ 
it would scarcely ever be requinte to resort to ; the com- 
pleteness of the power for enfimang obecfienoe^ over ser* 
TsntR and labourers, and ike dependant class who would 
be selected ibr this purpose^ would prerrent the neoessify of 
resorting to this extremity in ninety-nane cases out of a 
hundred. 

But eyeai this amount of &ciEly has not satisfied Lord 
Eliot; and accordingly by has Fme-paund 6afiK^h]0e of 
tenants in fee, and for lives renewable for ever, not in oe- 
cupation, he has provided for the creation of fictftioas votes 
at a less cost, as well as to double the extent. A £5 per 
armwn franduse only requires a £100 (nominal) consi- 
derafiiMi. 

Stamp on a bond for £100 ... ... £l 10 

Stamp on conveyance^ in conaideralion ol' 
£100 ... 1 10 0* 



£3 



* Sir Robert Peel lately made it a boast, that the Btamp duty for small 
connderations had been ridveed by his recent changes in the law for Ire- 
land. In this case, up to 184'i, the duty was £1 Os. Od It is only in the 
case of a consideration not amounting to £20 — that the new duty Is less, 
(▼iz, IDs.) and as an estate worth £5- a year, jTof which he was speaking,) 
could not be purchased at a less sum mn £20, his statemeqt waa an un< 
worthy delusion. 

14 



ON TH9 COUNTY FRANCHISES. 95 

Lord Eliot is i*epo)rted to have stated that his object in 
these etiactmefits yros to create *^ a link in the social chain 
in Ireland, by establishing a class of tbomek or smfill pro- 
]»JetOrd, such as e:iist in England." If any person haa 
persuaded him that this measure is calculated to effectuate 
that object, he has been grossly imposed uponu It is 
Scarcely necessary to refer to latr books for the meaning of 
the term-^^*^ a rft&man, whom our laws call leffalem ko-- 
miftem^ Which is In the £ngBsh, a fieebom man, that may 
l)lsl>£Nn of hii (Hon frea land in yearly revenues, to the 
stnn of &rty shillings sterling.^ Yeomen are, in truth, 
ikrmerS having a property in their lands, on which they 
live, who were intended by the constitution to be the com- 
mon inhabitancy of the conntry— for ♦♦yeoman," ♦♦eemen," 
and ♦♦common" are in iact all one* Such is the doctiine 
of the old common law of England ; and it will never be 
by the creation of ncmnitcupatiim frainchises^ that any a^* 
similation to the ancient oondition of England, can be 
effected In Ireland* If the real object be to assiinilate the 
yeomanry in England and Ireland, b^ giving a substan^ 
tial e<]piatity of nghts to both coimtnes, there is a plain 
method of accomplishing that object, by assimilating the 
occupation freehold ftancMses in this country to those in 
England. This e(][uaiity it is not too much &r the pe^de 
of Ireland to demand— with less they never ought to be 
contented. 

III.— The third subtle cantrivM«5e of Lord Eliot's bin, 
is to effectuate the substantial destruction of independent 
constituencies in Ireland, by the institution of a new test 
of value. 

Lord Eliot is repo^rted to have said, that by this enad>- 
ment the government were determined to render the Irish 
law conformable to the law of England and Scotland, and 
to require that there should be a ♦♦ clear yearly value over 
and above all rents and charges." In that, he and the go^ 
vemment are certainly misteS^en, for in England the ques* 
tion can scarcely have arisen, as the small amount of the pro- 
fit required for a freehold (forty shilling) renders the test 
dT value of no importance ; and if they meant to render the 
Irish law conformable to the Scotch law, they would do 
what would be but common justice to this country, declare 

15 
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the meaning of the words ''beneficial interest," in the Irish 
reform act, and thus secure to the people of Ireland the 
real £10 qualification, which it was the intention of the 
legislature, in passing the Irish reform act, to ^ve them, 
and of which the narrow, stringent, and illiberal con- 
struction of that statute, by the majority of the Irish 
judges, alone deprived them. These are the words of the 
Scotch act: '' every person shall be entitled to be registered, 
&c., provided the subject or subjects on which he so claims, 
shall be of the clear yearly value of £10, and shall actually 
yields or be capable of yielding that value to the claimant, 
after deducting feu, duty, ground, annual rent, or other 
consideration which he may be bound to pay."* Under 
this enactment every man whose land vields a profit to 
himself of £10 a- year, after payment of his rent, &c., is 
held to have land of the clear yearly value of £10, within 
the moaninff of the Scotch reform act. 

The public are aware that one of the most remarkable 
differences of opinion which has prevailed on the bench in 
modem times, was that which arose upon the test of "value" 
under the Irish reform act ; some of the judges adhered 
to the construction of the ancient statutes which we have 
already quoted, while others relied upon the enactments of 
modem statutes, the 2 George I. c 19, and 19 George, II. 
c. 2, which required the fireeholder to swear " that he had 
lands of the clear yearly value of forty shillings, above all 
charges, and that he believed that the same might be so set 
to a responsible tenant^'' and the 10 George ly., c. 8, 
which required him to state "that a solvent and responsible 
tenant could, as he verily believed, afford to pay for the 
same as an additional rent^ fairly and without collusion, 
the annual sum of £10, over and above all rent to which 
he was liable in respect thereof." 

To this it was answered that the statutes of George I. 
and George II., (above-mentioned) were expressly and 
whoUv repealed by the act of 1793, without any re- 
adoption of the ckuses cited from them, and that the 

*' 2 & 3 Will. IV. chap. 65, s. 7 ; and the words in the 9th section are, 
" where the clear yearly value of such tenant's interest, after paying the 
rent and any other consideration due by him for his said riirht, is not less 
than £10." . 

16 
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clauses relied on in the forms in the 10 Greor^e IV., had 
been advisedly left out by the legislature^ in naming the 
reform act; whilst the more ancient statutes had never 
been repealed, and of Course govern the law to this day. 
This question came under the consideration of the twelve 
judges for the first time, in the yeftr 1837, in Gletauni^ 
case, (reported by F. Brady, Es^.j and to be found also in 
Mr. Alcock'Sf Beg. Cas.,) and m that case a majority of 
the judges detennmed to adopt for the future the ^^ solvent 
tenant'^ test, as the sole criterion of ^^value" in estimatii^ 
the £10 quaJification. 

The most recent case however upon this subject, was 
decided, after mature deliberation, by an eminent jud^ 
whose well-considered opinions carry with them almost we 
authority of legal maxims, and are universally received, 
and acquiesced m, with that homage and respect due to 
great learning and ability. We refer to Larkm^s casej 
(4 Irish Law ReportSj 46,) decided by the present Lord 
Chief Baron Brady. His lordship thus states his views, 
at page 72 of the report of that case. 

: ^ Having said so much on the preliminary question of my 
power to dissent from the opinions of the majority of the judges 
in Giennon*8 case, and on the principles on which I found my 
position that I have that power, it is now, necessarily, from my 
respect to that opinion, incumbent on me to expound the reasons 
which satisfy my mind that it is my duty to do se — ^in other 
words, that I consider that decision to be so contrary to law, 
that I cannot conscientiously adopt it as the rule of my judg- 
ment on these registry appeals. And here at the outset I am 
involved in a difficulty, wluch is, in itself, a striking illustration 
of the inconvenience of the rule of obligation supposed to be 
inherent in these opinions of the judges. To this hour there 
has not been a single reason jucucially assigned for that de« 
cision. It was announced in the ordinary way, without any 
public reasons communicated. No judge who has adopted it 
has ever stated why he did so, beyond the naked assertion that 
so the judges had ruled ; and therefore he felt bound to rule 
accordingly. I am ignorant, and the public at large is igno 
rant of the grounds of the^ decision ; and all I can do on the 
present occasion is, to state the reasons which satisfy me it 
ought never to ha^e been made ; but I am unable to state, and 
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therefore unable to encounter^ the reasons, whatever they may 
hare been, on which it was based, save so far as I may be able 
to conjecture them from the- arguments of the coupisel who 
appeared on that side which obtained the decision of the 
majority. 

<< The question is, what is the meaning of the words < clear 
yearly value,' according to the provisions of the reform act, 
2, 3» William IV., c. 88. . It is, on the one hand, contended, 
and has been so ruled in Glennon*8 case, that these words re- 
quire that the land or other property held by the candidate for 
the elective franchise shoula be of such a value, that another 
person solvent and responsible, and taking it as a tenant, would 
vonajide give for it, as an additional rent, £10 a year more 
than it is subject to in his hands. On the other it is insisted, 
that these words mean no more than this — ^that in the ordinary 
practice of cultivation, the land should be fairly capable of pro- 
ducing the sum of £10 a year clear pro6t, above all rent and 
charges', and the expense of production. These, I apprehend| 
are very different tests — ^the first meaning that the tenant" has 
an interest for which another tenant coujd, as such, afford to 
give him an increased rent of £10, or £20, or £50 a year, 
above the rent he pays, as the case may be : the other, merely 
that' he himself^ in the ordinary cultivation of the pr<^rty; can 
bonajide realise from it the given sum. In a word, the one 
requires that a tenant paying £10 s^ year should have a holding 
for which the landlord might, if he pleased, get A r^nt of £2Q ^ 
and) therefore, sacrifices, to him £10 a year, beii^OQ a large 
scale half his own legitimate income ; whil6 the other calls 'fpr 
po such extravagant supposition, but merely requires .that with- 
out, any sacrifice or vio&tibn of ordinary roles on either sid^ 
the tenant should hold ia farm naturally productive to the. e^* 
tent of £10 a year above the rent. When w6 coiisid^ th^ 
condition of landed property in Ireland, how little of it^ is held 
in fee-simple by the smaller class of proprietors, and that thid 
great mass of tfie cultivators of the soil are holdeiis by leas$ 
under ordinary farm rents^ as between landlord and tei\ant, i^ 
does, I confes9» appear tO; mjs. to. be altogether unaccountable^ 
bow this solvent tenant teat, as it. is called, ever came to be 
thought applicable to this counti^ ; a^d^I think I will be able 
to shew, tliftt upon, the whole spirit of the legislative code, on 
the subject. for Ireland, the. rule of Jaw, must be iaken to be 
this, that such a test is not to be applied, unless where it is 
expressly directed by legislative enactments." 

18 
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His lordship then discussed at length the entire law 
upon thiip subjept, and finally decided against the opinion 
of the judges i|ii Glennan's case, and that the profit wUch 
the tenant made out of his farqi was the true value of his 
qualification at the registrry court. 

In th/e .Qourse of l^s judgment^ his lordship referred to 
the construction of the Scotch reform act, and., said — " In, 
another pfi^ of the united kingdom-— namely, in Scotland, 
— ^this very question has been raisiad and decided the same 
way, on lang^agp nearly. the. same as.t^at in the reform, 
act." His iordahip, in support of his views, referred to a 
Scotch work upon this ^ufetjc^t — Cays Analysis qJ the 
Scottish 'Reform Aet^ •354, et «^y»—-in which the authoc 
lays down tiia^ the " yearly v?i\u^" in the case of occupsif^. 
tion fraaichises, is ^' the amiml sum. which the tenant caw 
Sjit aside as profit. His interest i^ ohpiotisly that toh^ch he 
can employ for his oum use^and the support of his fami^;'*. . 
and cites decided case^ iu: confirmation of this, construction/ 
of the statute. 

Such being the conflicting ppinipns of the judges, it.is^ 
not a little remarkable, that Lc^ Eliot ha£ been induced 
to bring forward a measure which defines the law, neith^ 
in the teoins of the ppinion of those on the one side, nor iu 
those insisted upon on the other. 

The words of his clause are these : — " The rent at wjiich, 
one year with another, such premises might, in their actual 
state, be reasonably expected to let from year to year." , ^ , 

Lord Eliot has declared his opboions, that the effect of 
instituting this new test will be to strike off 28,Q00 out of 
42,000 from the existing £10 constituency.. 

When it is considered that two-thirds of the judges on. 
appeals, and more than two-thirds of the assistant barristers . 
upon original registries, haye held ever since 1836, that the 
(repealed) additional rent from a <^ solvent and responsible 
tenant" test, must still be applied, and that no man is now 
registered who has not been tested within that period, the 
ca^ulation made by Lord Eliot has struck some with sur- 
prise, as an over-estimate. 

But when the history of this new test is attended to, it 
will be seen that the sweeping nature of its destructive 
powers have not been exaggerated. 
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ThiB words are taken verbatim from the 64th seetion 
of the Irish poor^kw act — ^^ The rent at which, one year 
with another, the same might, in their actual state, be 
reasonably expected to let fi^m year to year.'' 

Thus, the test of valuation for voting is taken from the 
test of valuation for taxation. It is well known that all 
valuators for taxation, adopt the lowest estimate possible, 
consistentiv "mth thdr instructions, and, in fact, it is noto- 
rious that for the poor law they have almost uniformly kept 
their valuations below the rents paid by the occupying 
tenants. What, then, must be the situation of the electors 
after the passing of this intended measure? The tenant 
must either prove that within the words of these clauses 
his land could be expected to let at a higher rent than he 
is valued to under we poor law, and, ofcourse, that he is 
undervalued to the tax, and ought to be more heavily taxed, 
or else he must be content to assume the poor law valua- 
tions as the criterion of the value of his land, for the pur* 
pose of establishing a franchise, and in nine cases out of 
ten he must submit to be disfimchised. 

Even under the construction of the existing law most 
adverse to the privilege of the elector, viz., under " the 
solvent tenant, &c., test, nothing so stringent has, ge- 
nerally speaking, been enforced. This has Imppened from 
two causes, first: it has been considered that a stnct 
application of the test would render all franchise (at least 
on modem holdings) nearly impossible, because it would 
be necessary to the franchise to pre-suppose, either that the 
landlords of Ireland are in the habit of letting their lands 
to the occupying tenant for £10 a year less than a solvent 
and responsible tenant would be willing to pay, or that the 
occupying tenants have been in the habit of purchasing 
valuable interests in their farms by the payment of fines, 
ndther of which positions has any foundation in fsK^t. Some, 
therefore, felt that the test of " additional rent" ought not 
to be too rigidly enforced. Second : it was observed, that the 
words of the 10 Geo. IV. were " the additional rent which 
another tenant could afford to pay." Now, a tenant could 
afford to pay over, as rent, all the clear profits of his farm, 
though he would thereby be surrendering all the benefits 
immediately derivable from it; and in tiiat way there would 
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be little, if any, difference between the beneficial interest 
under the reform act, and the value taken under the oath* 
I>rescribed by the 10 Geo. IV. 

But the substitution of the poor-tax valuation would put 
an end to such interpretations. Your committee submit that 
when these conflicting opinions on the true construction of 
the reform act existed, and the government proposed a 
measure to extend and increase the elective mmchise, it 
was a most inconsistent course to adopt the more stringent 
rather than the more liberal construction of the statute, 
and thus disfiranchise 28,000 electors ; tiie more particularly 
when the class on whom the new franchise is to be con- 
ferred, hold their qualifications by the precarious tenure to 
which we have alr^y adverted, and wul be thereby Heces- 
Barily subservient to their landlords, while those whom it 
is proposed to disfranchise, have fi^ehold or leasehold 
interests in their farms of the nature and duration required 
by the reform act. 

There is one otiier ground on which your committee 
submit the people of Ireland have a ri^ht to complain of 
the course adopted by Lord Eliot on this subject, and that 
is, that when he was about to interpret a doubtfiil passage 
in an act of parliament by a declaratory law, if he did not 
wish to lean to the privileges of the people, and declare 
that, in a case of doubt, the privilege ought to be conceded, 
surely he should have considered what the intention of 
the legislature was at the time they sanctioned the enact- 
ment m question, and if it was their intention then to have 
conferred those privileges which a liberal construction of 
the statute could confer upon the people of this country, he 
was bound to have earned out that intention. Had his 
lordship taken that course, the records of parliament 
would have shown him that solemn discussions arose upon 
this very subject, and that motions were made to insert in 
the referm act the ^^ solvent-tenant" test, and that mem- 
bers of the present government were amongst those who 
resisted the introduction of that restrictive test. 

Upon what principle can the legislature refuse Ireland now 
that measure of reform which they meant to confer upon 
her people under the reform act ? Your committee 
submit that the franchises which that statute conferred upon : 
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the people of Ireland were dealt out with such a niggardly 
9iid begrudging flpirit, as .they would bav^ imagined was 
sufficient to dlBarm all jealousy of the lj4^tle power given to 
the people of Ireland. Compare (he numjber of our con- 
stituencies with .those of Engbuad and Wales, at the time 
when ^e possessed the greatest number, of r^is^ered 
deotors since the p^ssinff of the reform act, anai' mark 
the insulting inferiority for Ireland j^bich that contrast 
prese^^. , ^ 

For this purpose we wiU give an extract frpm ^ able 
F^^rt of Mr* O'Connell's: upon the w^prking; of the Irish 
Beforoai Act, pqblished . some time ago, wi^ w^ch your 
committee will dpse their present r/q;)ort, merely remearking, 
what every one familiar with this subject will admit, and 
what Lord Eliot has.prodaimed, that sinc^: th^ publicatbn 
of that report, the fianchises; of the Irish people have been 
eveiy year dimini3hing. 

** The result of the injustice done to the people of Ireland by 
the restriction of the elective franchiise is 'made' manifest, by a 
contrast between the population of the several counties in Erig- 
land, and the littmber of registered voters therein, ifith the 
pOjjMJation and liumb^r of registered voters of the difiPerent 
Irish counties. We take our statement of nuoibers from t the 
parliamentary papers, and by oompluring ' the ^ least populous 
counties in Ehgliwd.with the most populous in Ireland— West- 
moreland amd Cork, for instmce — we find the following result : 
The rural population of Westmoreland is 43^464, and.its num- 
ber; of registered voters, after the refon^^i act, amounted to 
4,392, nearly one out of every ten inhabitants : whereas, in tjhe 
county of Cork, the population is 703,7.16, and the number pf 
electors registered after the Irish reform act was oply 3,385, 
being scarcely one out of every two hundred of the inhabitants. 

** We ask, therefore, is this to be endured ? 

" Here is Westmoreland, with less than one-fourteenth of the 
population of Cork, and yet it has an absolute majority of 557 
registered voters! Is this to be called reform? 

" Again, take the county of Bedford, with a rural population 
of 88,524 inhabitantar ; its registered voters under the reform 
act wfere 3,966 ; whilst Antrim, with a population of 316,909, 
had only 3,487 registered voters ; that is, Bedford had an ab- 
solute imajority of nearly 500 voters over Antrim, notwith- 
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stanciing the enormous disproportiba in the namber of its inha* 
bitants. 

^^ Hertford^ with a population of 96,977 inhabitants^ had 
5,013 registered voters ; while Galway, with 381,564 iidiabi- 
tants, had only 3,061 electors. ^ 

*' Rutlandshire, the smallest county in England, with only 
199385 inhabitants, had 1,296 voters; while Longford, with 
1 1 2,558 inhabitants, had only 1,294 — absolutely two less than 
Rutlandshire. 

** Again, Huntingdon, with a population of 47,779 inhabi- 
tants, had 2,647 voters ; while Donegal, with a population of 
289)1 49) had only 1,448 voters; and Limerick, one of the 
wealthiest counties in Ireland, with an opulent agricultural 
population of 248,801, had only 2,565 electors. 

** Nay, even the Isle of Wight, with only 28,731 inhabitants, 
had 1,167 voters ; while Mayo, with 366,328 inhabitants, had 
only 1,350 voters ; and Protestant Tyrone, with a population 
of 310,000 inhabitants, had only 1,151 electors — ^absolutely 16 
voters less than the Isle of Wight. 

**' The inhabitants of Anglesea, also, with a population of only 
33,508 inhabitants, had 1,187 voters; while Kildare, with 
108,424 inhabitants, had only 1,112 voters; and Kerry, with 
265,126 inhabitants, had only 1,161 voters — just 26 voters less 
than Anglesea, and 6 less than the Isle of Wight. 

<< Even if we compare the largest counties in both countries, 
Yorkshire, virith an agricultural population of 913,738 inhabi- 
tants, and Cork, with a population of 703,716, we will find that 
the English county had 33,154 electors, while the Irish one had 
only 3,385. 

<< We find, therefore, that England, in her rural population 
of 8,336,000, had 344,564 county voters ; while Ireland, in a 
similar proportion of 7,027,509 inhabitants, had only 60,607 
registered electors*'' 

Your Conumttee have not here prepared an analysis of 
the new machinery for the registration of electors in Ire- 
land, — ^the details connected with that part of the bill must 
form the subject of a second report; in their present 
report, they have merely dealt with the existing qualifica- 
tions of county electors in England and Ireland, and those 
proposed for the latter country, with the view of placing 
this most important subject m a plain and intelligible 
manner before tfie public, satisfied that the simple detail 
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of' the parliamentary fianduses of the people of Irehmd, 
contrasted with those enjoyed by their fellow-subjects in 
England, contains an unanswerable vindication of the com- 
plaints of the people of Ireland, that the British parliament 
nas not done tnem equal and impartial justice* 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

FBANCIS BRADY, 
Chairman. 
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LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

TO WHOM IT WAS BEFEBBED TO CONSIDER 

THE PAPERS RELATING TO SCINDE, 

Read at a Meeting t^ the Association, in the Conciliation Hall^ on 
the 13/A day ofMay^ 1844. 



The Committee to whom it has been referred to consider 
and report upon the papers relating to Scinde, beg to lay 
before the Association the following, as their report : — 

The papers in question were presented to parliament, by 
command of her Majesty, in the years 1843 and 1844, and 
are very voluminous. They consist of copies of treaties, 
official correspondence, despatches, and petitions, amount- 
ing, in all, to 740 separate documents. 

To enter into anjrthing like an accurate detail of the 
transactions to which these documents refer, would occupy 
much time, and require great labour, without giving any 
corresponding advantage to the reader; and your Com- 
mitee have therefore thought proper to confine themselves 
to the statement of such facts only as are necessary to 
shew, in their proper light, the reciprocal acts of the Bri- 
tish and Scinde governments, which led to the reduction 
of the latter country to the condition of a British province. 
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Before, however, entering into the recapitulation of these 
transactions, they think it right to ^ve a short sketch of 
the position of Scinde, and of the nature of its govern- 
ment, at the period when they had their origin. 

The territorv of Scinde lies nearly on the north-western 
frontier of British India, the river Indus dividing it into 
two very unequal portions, of which that on the east is 
bounded by Bajpootana and the desert, and that on the 
west, extends to the Hala mountains, which separate it 
from Beloochistan ; its southern boundary is the Persian 
gulf. 

The ruling class in Scinde has, for upwards of a century, 
been a tribe of the Beloochees, who had, by their warlike 
character, acquired superiority over the abori^nal inhabi- 
tants of the country ; the Talpoor &mily being the Ameers 
or sovereigns, and a number of nearly independent military 
chiefs, likewise of the Beloochee race, holding a subordi- 
nate position to them. 

There were two principal political divisions of the 
countty, viz: — Upper Scinde, whose capital was Khyr- 
pore, and Lower Scinde, whose chief town was Hyder- 
abad. The sovereignty of each division belonged to a 
different branch of the Talpoor &mily, being ^ared by 
several persons, all of whom were, however, subordinate to 
the JRais^ or head of their division, who was invested 
with the turban. The JRais of Lower Scinde seems to 
have been looked on as the leading prince of the entire 
confederacy.* 

Such was the i>olitical position of the coimtry at the 
period when the matters set forth in the papers referred 
to your Committee were first entered upoaa. To the con-* 
sideration of these papers they now proceed. 

The first documents to which your Comaaittee ihmk it 
necessary to direct your attention, are two treaties, entered 
mto by the East India Company with the two principal 
governments of Scinde, just alluded to, namely, that of 
ilbyrpore, and that of Hyderabad. That, with the Khyr* 
pore governmenji {Paper No. 3^) beaus date the 4th of 

J. . ^^^ territory of Meerpore may be considered as an independent 
"iviBion of the country ; and Shikarpore and Subzulkote were held lit com- 
•«on by several of the Ameers of both Lower and Upper Scinde. 
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ON THE PAPERS RELATING TO SGINDB. 107 

April, 1832; that with the government of Hyderabad, 
{Paper No. 4,) the 20th of April, 1832. The third ai*- 
ticle of the former treaty is in these words : " the British 
government having requested the use of the river Indus, 
and the roads of Scinde, for the merchants of Hindoostan, 
&c., the gova*nment of Khyrpore agrees to gtant the same 
within its own boundaries, on whatever teims may be set^ 
tied with the government of Hyderabad, namely, Meer 
Moorad Ali Elhan Talpoor/' Of the three remaining ar^ 
tides of this treaty, which consists of only four articles in 
all, no other requires con^demtion here* The ta*eaty with 
Hyderabad consists of seven articles ; but the third article 
in that treaty likewise, is the only one which it is now ne^ 
cessary to notice; it is as follows: "That the British 
government, has requested a passage for the merchants and 
traders of Hindoostan, by the river and roads of Scinde, by 
which tliey may transport their goods and merchandize 
from one country to another ; and the said government of 
Hyderabad hereby acquiesces in the same request, on the 
three following conditions ^^ 

1. — That no person shall bring any description of mi* 
litary stores by the above river or roads* 

2.-^That no armed vessels or boats shall come by the 
scud river. 

3*— That no English merchants shall be allowed to set* 
tie in Scinde, but shall come as occasion requires^ and 
having stopped to transact their business, shall return to 
India*" 

These therefore were the conditions, subject to which^ 
each government gave to the British the right of naviga- 
ting the Indus through its territory^ 

Three treaties were subsequently entered into, two (Pa» 
pers Nos. 5 and 6) between the East India Company, and 
the Hyderabad government, bearing date respectively, the 
22nd of April, 1832, and the 23rd of December, 1834, and 
the 3rd (Paper No, 7) between the East India Company 
and the Ameers of Scmde generally, bearing date the 20tli 
of April, 1838 ; but neither of these treaties contains any 
article or stipulation modifying the Conditions attached to 
the. navigation of the Indus, by the treaty of the 20th of 
April, 1832. 
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The British government having resolved, in the spring of 
1838, to re-instate Shah ShoojarO<d Moolk on the thrcHie 
of Affghanistan, and having entered into a tripartite treaty 
with him and Bunjeet Singb, (to which we shall have to re- 
fer in a subsequent place) determined on assisting him with 
a British force. In reference to the steps intended to be 
taken for this purpose, the Secretary with the GovemoF- 
General despatched a communication to the resident in 
Scmde, dated, Simla, July 26th, 1838, (No. 9 in the cor- 
respondence j) in which is contained the follo¥dng paragraph: 
^^ While the present exigency lasts, you may apprize the 
Ameers that the article of the treaty with them prohibitory 
of using the Indus for the conveyance of military stores, must 
necessarily be suspended during the course of operations 
undertaken for the permanent establishment of security to 
all those who are parties to that treaty." 

It may here be observed, that there is not the slightest 
pretence of a single act having been committed by the 
Ameers, or any of them, in contravention of their engage* 
ments, which could be made use of as a defence for the 
departure by the British government from the conditions 
of the treaty in question. Such pretences, it will be seen, 
were subsequently resorted to ; but the intimation in this 
letter plainly shews that the Governor-General had resolved, 
in any case, not to be restrained by the treaty with the 
Ameers, from transporting military stores, &c., by the 
Indus. 

Fortunately, however, for the British authorities in India, 
they were not long without discovering a pretext, both for 
insisting on the use of the Indus for military purposes, and 
lor demanding further concession on the part of the Ameers. 
In the next paper (No. 10) — an extract from a letter of the 
resident in Scinde, to the Secretary with the Governor-Gen- 
eral, dated, August 13th, 1838 — it is communicated that 
about six weeks before, the native agent at Hyderabad had 
reported that four of the Ameers of that place had decided 
on writing to the King of Persia, and that the native agent 
had got a copy of the Ureeza of Noor Mahomed JOian 
(one of the four). The resident states that he "does not 
ascribe any immediate political object" to the document, 
but, "feels almost certain that it proceeds from bigotry, &c." 

4 



ON THE PAPERS RELATING TO SCINDE. 109 

A translation of the Ureeza (No. 11) is enclosed in the 
resident's letter. It congratulates the Shah of Persia on 
his advance against Herat, expresses earnest wishes for his 
success, and wr the spread of the faith of Islam, and states 
that the bearer of it "is charged with representations of true 
service, and constant purpose, and many other matters, 
which, when he kisses the fortunate threshold, he will de- 
liver to those who rejoice in the light of the royal carpet, 
&c." The British authorities insisted that this Ureeza to 
the Shah, was a distinct breach of faith on the part of 
the Ameers, alleging it to be a positive tender of allegi- 
ance and aid to a power known to be hostile to Great 
Britain. The Ameers, on the other hand, not only denied 
that in writing it their object was to give any pledge of 
allegiance to Persia, but also asserted that they were wholly 
ignorant of its containing any thing contrary to the interests 
or wishes of the British government. And your Commit- 
tee have not been able to discover any proof of the falsehood 
of these assertions of the Ameers. Your Committee are 
therefore at a loss to discover anything in this transaction, 
which could warrant the British government in imposing 
new terms upon the Ameers. The course which it thought 
fit to adopt will be seen in a subsequent place, and we shall 
now return to a consideration of the treaty respecting Shah 
Shooja. 

The sixteenth article of this treaty, (No. 8,) is as follows : 
** Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk agrees to relinquish for himself, 
his heirs, and successors, aU claims of supremacy, and ar- 
rears of tribute, over the country now held by the Ameers 
of Scinde, (which will continue to belong to the Ameers 
and their successors, in perpetuity,) on condition of the 
payment to him by the Ameers of such a sum as may be 
determined under the mediation of the British government, 
&c." The Secretary, with the Governor-General, in the 
letter (No, 9) before alluded to, directs the resident in 
Scinde to acquaint the Ameers with this article, intimating 
that the minimum sum which the Governor-General would 
fix as the amount of composition to be paid by the Ameers, 
"may certainly be taken at 20 lacs of rupees," about 
£200,000 British. 

Before proceeding further, it is necessary to consider the 
5 
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Gircumstances under which the Ameers of Scinde were 
called upon to pay this money to Shah Shoofa. 

The province of Scinde had been tributary to Affghan- 
istan; but in the year 1802, it revolted against Shah 
Shooja, succeeded, and temporarily freed itself from the 
tribute. The Shah subsequently recovered his tenitcMries, 
and again enforced its payment, but in 1809 was once more 
driven from his dominions. In 1818, another revolution 
took place, and Shah Shooja was restored to the throne. 
His misconduct, however, lost it almost as soon as he got 
possession of it, and for the twenty years which followed 
bis last occupation of it, Scinde remamed free firom all tri- 
bute to Afghanistan. 

During this long interval Shah Shooja mad« several 
attempts to regain possession of his lost territory, and more 
than once applied to the English for aid ; whidi vras in- 
variably (previously to 1838) refused him. Nay, in 1836, 
Lord Auckland sent assurances of his ** unfeigned regard 
and esteem," to Dost Mahomed, the adversary of the Shah, 
and wrote a letter to him by Sir Alexand^ Bumes, dated 
the 15th May, 1837, of a most complimentary kind, giving 
at the same time credentials to Sir A. Bumes, in pur- 
suance of which that officer proceeded to Cabul, which he 
reached on the 20th of September, 1837, and immediately 
entered into friendly communications with the court of 
Dost Mahomed ; thus shewing the opinion then entertained 
by the British government of the title of Shah Shooja, on 
the strength of which, it sought, two years after, to mulct 
the Ameers of Scinde to the extent of 20 lace of rupees, as 
composition for a tribute, from which they had for up- 
wards of twenty years been free. Sir Alexander Bumes 
did not leave Cabul till the 26th of April, 1838, after 
which. Lord Auckland resolved to sustain the cause of 
Shah Shooja, and entered into the tripartite treaty with 
him and Runjeet Singh, (No. 8,) before mentioned, beaiv 
ing date the 26th of June in that year. By his lordship's 
letter of the 26th July, (No. 9,) we find him intimating 
his intention to disregard the treaty of the 20th of April, 
1832, entered into with the Ameers, relating to the car- 
rying of military stores by the Indus, and this for the pur- 
pose of re-instating in power, a prince whose intention it 
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was, the moment he was re-instated, to claim from the 
Ameers this large sum, of which, but for the interposition 
of Great Britain, he could not hope to recover one shilling; 
while, strange to say, he asserts at the same time that 
*^ these operations are undertaken for the permanent estab- 
lishment of security to all those who are parties to that 
treaty." It would be hard to find a case condnning more 
flagitious disregard of principle, and unblushing effrontery, 
ia the {nroceedinga of any goyemment. 

As regarded the transport of military stores b^ the 
Indus, the Ameers, yery nftturally, remonstrated against it 
as a breach of treaty, expressing, however, their willing** 
ness to assist the British in any other way, and (vide Paper 
Na. 25,^ offering either to supply troops, or, if' the British 
insisted on bringing theirs, stating they would transport 
them. by land, and would provide them inth military 
stores and every thing they could possibly require, so that 
the use jof the Indus would be qvte imnecessary. 

The British authorities, however, insisted upon the lot- 
t^. talked much of the treachery manifested in writing to 
Mahomed. Shah, and declared they would take the passage 
by the Indui^ if not fireely given. 

The d^nand of the arrears of tribute to Shah Shoq^ 
surprised the Ameers still more ; they, of course, looked 
upon it, as Colonel Pottinger, the resident, antidpated 
they would, (Fcuper, No, 14,^ to be a mere claim of Great 
Britain, under the veil of ^ah Shooja's name ; and it 
seems quite impossible to view it in any other light. A 
grea(ter difficulty,. however, than lapse of time, arose to 
bar this demand of tribute. Two releases (Nos. 46 and 
47) of the most solemn kind, confirmed by the Koran, and 
bearing the seal and signature of Shah Shooja, were pro^* 
dueed by the Ameers, by which he had formally relin-* 
quished all claim of tribute from Scinde. It is not 
necessary to set forth the documents here ; but the ob* 
servations of the resident upon them, in writing to the 
Governor-General, (Paper No. 45,J are worth attending 
to. They are as follows : — " The one given to the late 
Moorad Ali Khan is drawn, up with great sldll and 
caution, and left the question of tribute, at least, exactly 
on the previous footing. That granted to the present 
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Ameers is stronger; as will be observed, it contains a 
formal renunciation, on behalf of the king, of any sort of 
claim or pretensions in Scinde and Shikarpore and their 
dependencies, and provides that none shall be made. 
How this is to be got over, I do not myself see ; but I 
submit the documents, with every deference, for the con- 
sideration and decision of the Grovemor-Greneral of India." 
Colonel Pottinger did not see how this solemn engagement 
was to be got over ; but Colonel Pottinger was only an 
inferior functionary ; he had not reached the sublime un- 
scrupulousness of a Governor-General. Let us mark the 
ease with which Lord Auckland clears the difficulty. We 
find in the letter of his secretary, dated, November 19th 
1838, (No. 83,) this paragraph, « The Governor-General 
refrains, for the present, &om recording anv opinion relative 
to the releases which his Majesty Shah Shooja is stated to 
have executed. Admitting the documents produced to be 
genuine, and that they imply a relinquishment of all claim 
to tribute, still they would hardly appear to be applicable 
to present circumstances ; and it is not conceivable that 
his majesty should have foregone so valuable a claim, with- 
out some equivalent, or that some coimterpart agreement 
should not have been taken, the non-fiilfilment of the terms 
of which may have rendered null and void his majesty's 
engagements.'* The Governor-General then proceeds to 
state that all this is a question for the contending parties, 
which may by their mutual agreement be arbitrated at a 
future period, and the matter was allowed to rest for the 
time. The animus of his lordship is however distinctiy 
shewn in the above-cited paragraph. We shall now 
proceed to describe the progress of events. We pass 
over a mass of correspondence respecting negociations 
with the Ameers of Hyderabad, relative to the building 
of a residency in that city, and full of petty com- 
plaints of unfriendliness on their part, as well as 
several enquiries into the extent of revenue possessed by 
those princes, clearly with a view of ascertaining the 
extent to which they could bear to be drained by Great 
Britain. These letters shew the anxiety to detect any- 
thing which might be turned to account in . placing the 
Ameers " at the mercy of the British government." The 
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hints, too, given by the subordinate officers, are full of mean* 
ing. As an instance we adduce the following, in a letter 
from Sir A. Bumes, to the resident in Scinde, (No. 38,) 
in allusion to a memorandum given by the Ameers of 
Upper Scinde :—" There is a passage in the document, 
which they have endeavoured to word with care, which 
might go far to place the fortress of Bukkur in our pos« 
session. They set forth that we are not to touch the forts 
on this bank or that bank of the river, without alluding to 
one on an island, and consequently neither ;" and then, as 
if ashamed of his own dishonesty, he adds, " but I place 
no reliance on such a meaning of the passage, though it is 
an amusing instance how often cunning men will over- 
reach themselves." How strange it was that, to use Co- 
lonel Pottinger's words, "a strong and universal impression" 
should "exist through Scinde," as to ihe " grasping policy" 
of the British government — most strange mdeed ! But of 
such conduct we will see more hereafter. 

After much negotiation, and many objections on the part 
of the Ameers, these princes finding that a refusal to grant 
the passage of the Indus for stores, would only lead to a 
forcible seizure of it by the British, consented to their 
using it, and agreed to assist in providing camels, grain, 
&c,, for their army. A force of 5,000 men was accordinffly 
written for to Bombay, by the resident. Meanwhile fur- 
ther demands, upon the Hyderabad Ameers at least, were 
refrained from ; the Governor-General in a letter to the 
resident, dated, October 29th, 1838, (No. 52,) having ex- 
pressed himself clearly of opinion, that no further negotiation 
should be entered into, ^'tiU the resident's authority should 
be supported by the actual presence of British troops in the 
Scinde territories." 

Throughout all these proceedings, Meer Boostum Khan, 
thechief of the Khyrpore Ameers, manifested the utmost 
willingness to aid the British, and, in fact, carried his 
friendship so fiur, that Sir A. Bumes writes to the secretary 
with the Govemor-General, October 26th, 1888, (No. 48,) 
"With such adherence, I feel quite at a loss to know how 
we can either ask money or any favor of this family;" (that 
at Khyrpore ;) "I have never doubted their sincere disposi- 
tion to cling to us; but, in their weak state, I did not 
9 Q 
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expect such firmness in the day of trial/' We shall see 
what was the reward of their fidelity. Shortly after this, 
the British thought it desirable to get possession of the 
fortress of Bukkur, already mentioned, which belonged 
to these fiiendly Ameers, and, this same Sir A. Bumes, 
writes thus on the 17th December, (No. 100,) to Sir Wil- 
louffhby Cotton : " I am negotiating for the fortress of 
Bukkur, and think I have nailed it ; if not, we must just 
take it. The poor chiefs of Khyrpore are dvil and well 
inclined towards us."(I) 

The British being now prepared to enforce by arms, any 
daim which they thought it desirable to make, proposed a 
new treaty ^No. 120, and No. 152) to the Hyderabad 
Ameers. Tne draft of this treaty contains twenty-three 
articles, exclusiye of its preamble, the second of which is as 
follows : *^ The Governor-General of India has conunanded, 
that a British force shall be kept in Scinde, and stationed at 
the city of Tata, where a cantonment will be formed. The 
strengm of this force is to depend oni the pleasure of tiie Gt>- 
yemor-general of India." The third article of the same treaty 
runs thus : ^^MeerNoor Mahomed Khan, MeerNusseerKhim, 
and Meer Mahomed Elian, bind themselves to pay annually, 
the sum of in part of the expenses of the force, 

from the presence of which their r^pective territories will 
derive such vast advantages."(!) Tnere are other articles, 
scarcely less injurious and insulting to the Ameers, but we 
cannot devote space to them here. The letter of Lieutenant 
Eastwick (No. 130) sets forth, in detail, the maimer in 
which the Ameers acted, when it was sought to impose the 
above treaty upon them. We regret it is too long to be 
inserted here ; for, tiie honest and indignant remonstrances 
of Noor Mahomed, and his brother chiefs, could not but 
meet with the sympathy of every right-minded man. The 
Ameers persisted in refusing their assent to the treaty ; and 
Lieutenant Eastwick left Hyderabad. Things being in this 
state, Sir John Keane left Tata with his forces, on the 23rd 
of January, 1839, and the Hyderabad Ameers at length 
consented on the 30th January, to the treaty, and also^ to 
the payment of twenty-one lacs of rupees to Shah Shooja, 
which was insisted on by the British authorities, who de- 
clared that " the army should not leave Hyderalmd, till ten 
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lacs of the money were paid." This demand, it is to be 
remembered, was enforced, notwithstanding the releases, the 
authenticity of which is in no one place denied or disproved 
by the British officers — the only doubt thrown on them, 
being Sir Alexander Bumes's conjecture, (letter No. 55,) 
that their interpretation " evidently is, that the Ameers are 
not to be disturbed in their government, if they pay their 
tribute," adding, " had Shah Shooja meant anything else, 
lie would have formally cancelled the rukiun of his father 
Timoor." 

We now come to speak of another event, which the British 
authorities turned to good account, in carrying out their un- 
principled designs against the Ameers. We shall introduce 
it in the words of the resident himself, who thus writes from 
the camp opposite Hyderabad, February 4th, 1839, (No. 
1 38,) to the Uovernor-General's private secretary. " Whilst 
I was writing the preceding sentence, I have received news 
which greatJy pleases me ; the fort at Kurachee fired one 
or two guns at the ^Wellesley,' when the reserve went 
there," (the reserve was on board this vessel^. " The admi- 
ral brought his broadside to bear on it, and it is stated that 
he has levelled it with the dust. I have sent to the Ameers 
to say, that if they ^ shake their lip,' Sir John Keane shall 
do so by Hyderabad ; and, I will insist on the removal of 
every person in authority at Kurachee," &c. Let us how- 
ever look a little further. 

The treaty of twenty-three articles (No. 152) had been 
transmitted for ratification to the Governor-General, and 
was to have been returned, ratified, within 40 days. In 
the mean time the news of the Kurachee affair had reached 
his lordship, and, instead of returning the treaty in ques- 
tion, he forwarded to the resident in Scinde, on the 11th 
March, 1839, four treaties, (each of the same tenor with 
the other,) to be accepted by the Ameers instead of that 
of the twenty-three articles. The terms of this treaty 
[No. 164] (for the four may be considered as one) vary 
widely, and in some respects, most materially,* from that 
which the Ameers had accepted ; but, before considering 

* Colonel Pottinger, however, calls it a treaty similar to the former, but 
*' compressed into fourteen articles.** (vide letter to Noor Mahomed Khan, 
No. 172). 

11 
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the differences between them, we must refer again to the 
Kurachee business. 

In the despatch accompanying the altered treaty, the 
Governor-General says, " the possession of the harbour and 
the fort of Kurachee by the British government, precludes 
all necessity for negotiating with the Ameers of Scinde, 
the terms on which we are to enter that port ;" and he 
goes on to speak of it as being, by right of conquest, under 
flie complete control of Great Britain (vide Cor. No. 165 
also). The Ameers, suspecting the object of all allusion 
to Knrachee being omitted in the new treaty, to arise from 
its true motive, became seriously alarmed, declared that 
they had no hostile intention whatever ; and that the gun 
fired at the fort, on the approach of the Wellesley, was not 
shotted: (Cor. No. 1*1 5 J and the resident in Scinde, in a 
letter to the Secretary with the Governor-General, (No. 
195,) states that, having enquired into the matter, he dis- 
covered, "from sources in no way connected with the 
Ameers," that the gun fired, was only a signal gun — (which 
he himself knew was usually fired there for square-rigged 
vessels) — ^that there was not a shot in the fort that would 
fit any of the guns — ^that the supply of powder there con- 
sisted of only six pounds — ^that of the sixteen men stationed 
in the fort, many had no arms but a sword, and that so 
little did they expect the broadside of the Wellesley, that 
they were standing outside the fort, admiring her, when 
the firing began. Will it be believed, that in reply to iMs 
communication, the Secretary with the Governor-General, 
could have written thus {Cor. No. 214) : — " The Governor- 
General will not call in question tne correctness of the 
reports from the naval commander-in-chief, from which it 
appears that no attention was paid to his pacific overtures^ 
before he felt himself compelled to resort to force ; nor 
will his lordship admit the denial, by the Ameers or their 
subjects, of a hostile spirit having swayed their conduct at 
Kurachee, as elsewhere." We believe this sentence to be 
unsurpassed in shameless indecency ; yet, this was the sort 
of "example" which was to "work a salutary effect," "in a 
few years, on the semi-barbarous rulers and population" of 
Scinde, who, as Colonel Pottinger (Cor. No. 161^ feel- 
ingly observes, had, " for generations, looked on the Bri- 
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tish tts a nation of foreigners^ grasping at conquest with 
one guide to their actions, — that of " might bemg right." 
Really it was too much for a subordinate to satiri2e his 
masters thus. Colonel Pottinger, we must say, has some 
sense of shame, for, in the next paper (No. 162) he says, 
** it seems to me that it would be much better at once to 
take possession of Scinde (or such parts of it as we may 
require) by force, than to leave it nominally to the 
Ameers ; and yet> deal with it as though it was our own." 
The former course might indeed, as he says, have been 
** explicit and dignified, and not to be misunderstood ;" but 
the latter was true whig polLcy,| and Lord Auckland na- 
turally followed it. 

To the treaty of fourteen articles, the Ameers objected 
strongly, and with strict justice. It went to take from 
them nearly everything but the name of sovereignty. In 
fact^ the Governor-General himself says, (Cor. No. 163,) 
that it " shoidd be regarded by the Ameers as a great 
charter, obtained from the good-will of the paramount 
power in India, for the future security of their indepen- 
dence, and of their possessions, which they will hencefi)rth 
hold, on condition of their fidelity and adherence to their 
present engagement, by virtue of a deed granted to them 
by thie head of the British government in India." One 
hardly knows whether to look upon the insulting arrogance, 
or the flagrant dishonesty of his lordship's conduct, as the 
more startling. Dishonest or arrogant, the unhappy 
Ameers had, however, but one course — to submit. They 
accordingly affixed their seals to the four treaties, which 
were forwarded to the resident in Scinde, by Lieutenant 
Lecky, on the 15th July, 1839, (Cor. No. 196,) and trans-^ 
mitted to the Governor-General on the 31st of the same 
month (Cor. No. 205). 

We pass over a variety of transactions which, though 
possessing much interest, we do not conceive to be of such 
importance as to need being set forth in the present report. 
Amongst them is much detailed information respecting the 
extent of the income possessed by the various Ameers, 
shemng it, on the whole, to be considerably less than it was 
represented at the time of fixing the amount of the pay- 
ment to Shah Shooja. After the facts already stated, it is, 
13 
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of course, unneoessaiy to say, that this had no effect in 
diminishing the demands made by the Anglo-Indian au- 
thorities. 

In Eebruary, 1842, Lord Ellenborough succeeded Lord 
Auckland, as 6ovemor*6eneral. The disastrous &te of 
the British troops in Affghanistan, had, in the mean time, 
in all likelihood, ^ven some hopes to the Ameers, that, 
by union amongst themselves, they mi^ht be able to resist 
the systematic attempts to deprive them both of their 
sovereignty and revenues ; and it would seem that some 
efforts were made by them to enable them to act in concert, 
though nothing appears to have been done with the intent 
of aggression on their part. The British authorities, how- 
ever, readily construed their acts into evidences of hostile 
intention, and took advantage of them to impose new terms 
on these princes. It may be mentioned here, too, that the 
old, and often-lauded iHend of the British, Meer Boostiim 
Kfaian, and Meer Nusseer lOian, were the two Ameers, who, 
at this period, became particularly obnoxious to the Anglo- 
Indian government. We shall shortly perceive how very 
opportune the misconduct of these two Ameers, and in 
particular of Meer Nusseer^Khan, was, for the objects of 
that government. 

In August 1842, Sir Charles Napier was appointed 
to command the British troops stationed in Scinde, and 
that officer on the 25th of September, 1842, wrote to the 
Ameers, {Cor. No. 372,) complaining of certain alleged 
breaches of treaty on their part. The breaches he repre- 
sents to be three in number, viz. — ^prohibiting the inha- 
bitants of Kurachee to settle in the British bazaar — or- 
dering everything landed at the Bunder to be taken to the 
custom-house and taxed — and levying toll on the boats 
belonging to the subjects of Scinde. Sir Charles writes 
another long letter, or, as he correctly calls it, an "essay," 
on the 17th of October (No. 379 — Inclosure 1,J to the 
Governor-General, in the shape of observations on the oc- 
cupation of Scinde, which he himself seems to think will 
not be quite in accordance with the notions of "sticklers 
for abstract rights." In this essay he seems to lay it down 
as beyond dispute, that the great benefit of living under 
British sway is such, that all that should be required was 
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" a feir pretext" for subduing the Ameers, and this he 
conceived the government had in the "return of comphdnts" 
against them, which he transmitted with his letter. This 
return, or rather these returns, for there are two, as they 
give the substance of the whole case of the British against 
the Ameers, we here insert. One contains the charges 
against the Ameers of Upper Scinde; the other, those 
against the Ameers of Lower Scind^-^ Enclosures 4 and 
33, in No. 379j p.p. 370 and 400, 401, 402.J 

Memorandum of the several acts whereby the Ameers of Upper Scinde seem to 
have departed from the terms of, or spirit of, their engagements to the British 
Government; drawn up for the information of Major- General Sir Charles 
Napier, 



J 



Date of Trans- 
action. 



Name of Of. 
fending Party. 



Nature of Imputed Breach of Treaty. 



No. 1. 
No date on 



MeerRoostum 



the dociimeiity Kban of Khyr- 



but intercept- 
edon the2Sth 
April, 1842. 



pore. 



No. 2. 

June 5th, 

1842. 



No. 3. 
September 
28tli, 1842. 



No. 4. 

September, 

1842. 



Futteh Maho- 
med Ghoree, 
confidential 
minister of 
Meer Roos- 
turn Khan of 
Khyrpore. 

Syud Baha- 
door Ali, 
agent of Meer 
NusseerKhan, 
of Khyrpore. 

MeerRoostum 
Khan of Khyr- 
pore. 



A letter addressed to Shere Sing of Lahore 
of a treasonable nature, and a breach of 
the 4th article of the treaty with Meer 
Roostum Khan, executed on the 24th 
December, 1838, which runs thus: — 
** The Ameer, and his heirs and succes- 
sors, will not enter into any negotiation 
with any chief or state, without Uie know- 
ledge and sanction of the British Go- 
vernment." 370 

Compassing the flight of a state prisoner, 
Syud Mahomed Shureef, and employ- 
ing the same to raise insurrection 
against the British government at Be- 
loochistan. 371 



Placing in the stocks, and otherwise mal- 
treating the servant of a British officer, 
and no punishment inflicted on the of- 
fender by the Ameer, his master. 377 



Case of stoppage, and exaction of duties 
affecting British property, at Bhoong 
Bara, on the Indus, being a breach of 
the 8th article of tiie treaty above re- 
ferred to, as obstructing the commerce 
and navigation of the Indus \i,e., "Meer 
Roostum Khan promises all co-opera- 
tion with the other powers in. any mea-| 
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Date of IVaiii- 
actloo. 


Nune of Of- 
fendtef Fvtj, 


Nature of Imputed Breach of Treaty. 


I 






Bures which may hereafter he thou^t 








necetaary for extending and &ciUtating 








the commerce and navigation of the 








Indus." 


87» 


No. 5. 










MeerRoottum 


Selling and confining BritiBh auhjects; 
released on demand hut no reparation 






KbanofKbyr. 






pore. 


afforded. 

J. OUTRAM. 


381 



Memorandum of the several acU whereby the Ameers of Lower Sdnde seem to 
have departed from the terms of or snirit of their engagements to the 
British GwemmaU ; drawn yp for the mformatim of Major- General Sir 
Charles Napier, 



Document 
referred to. 



OlIlBooe. 



Occurrences. 

May 17th, 

1841. 



June 28th, 
1841. 



Vide 

Appendix 

A — 1. 

,.-2. 



Meer Nusseer Assembled troops to attack Meer Shere Ma- 
Mahomed homed, of Meerpore, on account of a boup- 
Khan. dary dispute, which had been referred to the 
British government for arbitration, and 
which was then under the consideration of 
the British government ; thus unnecessarilj 
endangering the peace of the countrv, in 
breach of the spirit of the 4th article of 
treaty. 

.B.— Meer Shere Mahomed wu not, at that time, 
in treaty with the British government. 

Meer Nusseer On the political agent refusing to investigate 
Mahomed officiadly, a matter between Scindian sub- 

Khan, jects at Shikarpore, Meer Nusseer begged 

Major Outram to request Lieutenant Fos- 
tans to enquire into it privately. To this the 
political i^ent agreed ; and on the result of 
the investi^tion being made known to Meer 
Nusseer, his highness accused the assistant 
political agent of a breach of the 5th article 
of the treaty ; thus, in seeking to embroil 
the political agent, himself transgressing the 
Ist article of the treaty. 

Meer Nusseer Participates with Meer Mahomed in the blame 



Mahomed 
Khan. 



of exacting toll from merchants belonging to 
the British Cantonments of Sukkurand the 
Punjab; also in defending the act committed, 
and declaring his intention to commit it in 
future, being a breach of the Uth article. 
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Docament 
referred to. 



OflTender. 



Offence. 



Vide 
Appendix 

„— 2.' 



Occurrences 
for the week 
ending Feb. 
13th, 1841. 



Meer Nusseer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



"Digest," en- 
ding March 
18th, 1842. 

Ditto of 
March 23rd. 

Ditto of 
April 13t^ 



Meer Ifusseer 
Mahomed 
Khan. 
Note,— Aliho' 
legal proofs are 
not appended. the 
vTfaoie proceed- 
iogftoftbeAraeer 
with reference to 
the Shikarpore 
transfer, shew 
that be repeated 
of the bargain, 
and wished to 
annul it, when 
led, by our disas- 
ters in Affghan- 
tetan, to hope 
that our power 
would be over< 
turned.. 

J. OOTRAH. 

Meer Nusseer 
Khan. 

Note.— The 
sistant political 
agent's *'Digest** 
being founded 
only on native 
ittf^rihation, can- 
not be received 
as proof, but I 
have no doubt of 
the fact. 

J. OOTRAU, 



Sets aside the 11th article of the treaty in 
doin^ away with free transit by the Indus, 
notwithstanding-the remonstrance of the po« 
litical agent, by letter dated 29th OctoMf, 
a few days before delivered. 

On receipt of intelligence regarding the un- 
favourable state of our affairs in Affphanis* 
tan, his Highness held a secret con&rence 
with others ; and, in hope of benefiting by 
our misfortunes there, decided on delaying 
the transfer of Shikarpore, which he now 
repented having made over, by letter dated 
16th of August. His future conduct in re^ 
gavd to Shikarpore, was in accordance with, 
that decision; this being contrary to the 
friendship and unity of interest pledged in 
the 1st article of the treaty. 



Coined secretlv, at his Shikargah, debased 
money,^ for the purpose of defrauding the 
British government, and evading the 3rd 
article of the treaty, by paying less than the 
stipulated subsidy. 



"Digest," en- 
ding March 
1842. 

Vide Appen 
dixC— 1. 

Vic 
dix 



Meer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Nusseer Hoping 



Vide Appen- 
" D—l. 



Vide Appen 
dix £ — I, and 
Occurrences 
August 6th, 
1842. 
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to bcmefit by revcvtes that were eit- 
peeted to happen- to the Bridsh, in Affghan- 
istau, delayed the fulfilling; the 3rd article of 
the treatv. 

Meer Nusseer Through his kmrdars exacting toll on the 
Maimed river and obstructing its freedom, in breach 

Khan. of article 2iiid of the treaty. 

Meer Nusseer Throu^ his kardar, Sawun Mull, at Madar- 
Mahomed zee, obstructs the freedom of the river^ and 

ELhan. extortd tollage, in breach of the 11th article 

of the trfeiity. 

Meer- Nusseer] Through his ofiScers at Subzulkote obstruct- 
Mahomed stracting the freedom of the river, exacting 

Khan. tolls in breach of the 11th article of the 

treaty, and refusing to refund the money 
thus exacted. 
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DoeuoMnt 
raflnmd to* 



Ofltader. 



Offence. 



Occurences 
ending Aug. 
17th, 1842. 

Do. Slat Aug. 
"Digest "of 
Sept. 7th. 

Vide Appen- 
dix, P— 1. 

F— 2. 

T— 8. 

Occurrences 
ending Sep- 
tember 7th 
1842. 



Meer Nusseer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Pol. Diary, 
Persian de- 
partment, 
l3th Septem- 
ber, 1842. 
Appendix 
G— 1. 

"Digest," en- 
ding Sep. 28, 
and Appen- 
dixBU 1. 

Appendix O, 
VoB. 1 k 2. 



Meer Nusseer 

Mahomed 

Khan 

Aote,— The 
OoTernor*Kener- 
al*i orders having 
been conveyed to 
him, the Ameer 
detif ted firom hi» 
attempt to seize 
the disputed tU- 
lage. 

J. OnraAM, 

Meer Nusseer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Issuing orders to his officers at Kurachee to 
prevent the free supply at the British can- 
tonment bazaar, thus acting contrary to the 
spirit, and trying to evade the letter of the 
12th article of the treaty ; these orders being 
also in contradiction of those issued by de- 
sire of the Governor-generaL 



Employing a body of armed men to threaten 
Zazeen Ghurree, the property of Meer Hos- 
sein Ali, and continuing there to employ 
them, while the matter was under reference 
to the British government, which, by the 6th 
article of the treaty, guaranteed the posses- 
sions of each Ameer. 



In persisting to impede the transit of boats by 
tne river, and levying toll at Subzulkote and 
Bhoong-Bhara, by violence, in breach of the 
1 1th article of the treaty. 



Meer Nusseer Refuses to abide by the 11th article of the 
Khan. treaty. 



Vide 
Appendix 

„-3. 
M. A.^1. 



Meer Nusseer No. 1. — Letter addressed to Sawun Mull, of 
Mahomed Mooltan; the original sent to Mr. Clerk, 

Khan. Inter- and not yet returned. That gentleman has 
cepted letters, been requested to furnish Mr. Maddock 

with a translation. 
No. 2 — Letter addressed to Beebruck, chief of 

the Boogtie Northern Hill Tribes, without 

date, supposed to have been written about a 

month ago. 

Meer Meer Through his Ijarehdar at Nao Dera, exacting 
Mahomed by force of arms, tolls from the boats of three 
Khan. merchantmen, of the British cantonment 

bazaar at Sukkur, and afterwards expressing 
his determination to persist in breaking the 
llth article of the treaty. 
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Document 
referred to» 



Offender. 



OfflBnees. 



Vide 
Appendix 

M. b'Zq. 

Vide 
Appendix 

"Digest "of 
July 6th 1842. 

. Fidfe occur- 
rences ending 
August 31st, 
1842, and Ap. 
pendix 

F— 1. 

F— 2. 
M. D— 1. 

Vtde 
Appendix 

Vide 
Appendix 

Vide 
Appendix, 
H. A. A— 1 

Vide 



Many letters 
(noted in po- 
litical diaries 
throughout 
thi8year)haye 
heen sent, 
calling for 
payment, and 
me elicited 
promises 
which have 
not been ful- 
filled. These 
answers are 
also noted in 
the Diaries. 
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Meer Meer 

Maliomed 

Khan. 

Meer Meer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Meer Meer 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Meer Shah- 
dad Khan. 



Meer Meer 
Mahomed 
' Khan. 

Meer Hoosein 
Ali Khan. 

Meer Hoosein 
AU. 



Meer Shere 

Mahomed 

Khan. 



Through his officers at Chandkeh obstructing 
the free transit of the river, and levying toll, 
the same being \p breach of the 11th article 
of the treaty. 

Through his officers at Larkhana infiringing the 
articles of the treaty. 



Issuing orders to his officers at Kivachee to. 
prevent the free supply of the British canton- 
ment bazaar ; thus acting contrary to the spi- 
rit, and trying to evade the letter of the 12th 
article of the treaty ; these orders being also 
in contradiction to the perwannah issued by 
four Ameers, by desire of the Governor- 
general. 

Commanding the appearance at Hyderabad of 
the native agent of the British government 
at Kurachee, without reference to the poli- 
tical authorities. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



In breach of the 11th article of the treaty, his 
officers at Tatta stopped boats to levy duty. 

In breach of the 11th article, his officers at 
Tatta again stopped and levied tolls. 

N. B. — In both the above instances the error 
was immediately rectified by his highness, 
who promised to punish any of his people 
who should in future levy tolls. The of- 
fence has not been repeated. 

Has failed to fulfil the part of the treaty which 
stipulates that he shall pay to the British 
government the sum of 50,000 rupees per 
annum ; he having, up to the present time, 
paid only 11,225 rupees, although the total 
amount was due on tne 1st February last. 

CHARLES D. MYLNE, 
Asiistant in Charge, 
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Of t^ &ve charges against the Ameers of Upper Scinde, 
the resident, Major Outram, in writing to Sir C. Napier^ 
{Car. No. 379, Indosure 3^, says, as to the first, " that the 
letter (which was not proved clearly to be authentic), 
fllihoiigh worded ambiguously, has evidentlj in view a 
coalition hostile to the British government:" as to the 
second, " that although only brought home to Futteh Ma- 
homed Choree, it may be reasonably attributed to the 
Khyrpore State, of wmch he is the respondble miiuster :" 
as to the third, <^ that the ill treatment was admitted, and 
regret expressed, but no pamslmient inflicted on the of^d- 
ing party, as required :'' as to the fourth, that iJie Anxeers 
jdid not seem to have ^^ever relinquished their right to tax 
their own subjects ;" but had aU along denied that the 
article in their treaty precluded them irom exacting 
toll fix>m any but foreign merohants (vide Inclosure 25, 
in No. 379 J : aod, in a postscript, he says, that as to case 
No. 5, he was scrupulous in submitting it, as it does not 
appear that any reparation beyond release was demanded. 

The chaises agamst the Lower Soinde Ameers, with all 
the disadvantages to those princes that must arise fircNoi an 
ex'parte statement, carrv with them, nearly all, their own 
comment. The only thmg necessary to <ibmetve is, that as 
to the complaints of their daiming toll on the Indus, they 
relied on the construction of the treaty (which, if not as 
they contended, is, to say the least, extremely doubi&l), in 
ihe same manner bja the Ameers of Upper Scinde* 

The Governor-General having considered the documents 
above set forth, resolved on compelling the Ameers to 
enter into ^Vrevised" treaties, and the drafts of two were 
accordingly sent to Sir C. Napier— one for the Ameers of 
Hyderabad, the other for those of Khyrpore — requesting 
that officer to name a commissioner for the purpose of ne- 
gociating with ihe Ameers respecting them. 
^ Each of these treaties takes away &om the Ameers the 
right^-^most the last relic of sovereignty left them— of 
coining in^ their respective territories, and declares that no 
coin shall in future be current within them, save the Com- 
pany's rupee, and another rupee to be coined by the Com- 
pany for the Ameers. Each of them also requires the per- 
manent <;^8sion of important parts of the Ameers* territories, 
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which it is needless to specify in detail, relinqui^ing the 
arrears remaining unpaid of the tribute ext(»*ted in Shah 
Shooja's name, and all future claim to the annual sum, like- 
wise es:t(Mrted, for the maintenance of a British force in the 
Ameers' doinimons. Each of them insists that toll shall 
not be claimed on the Indus from any person, whether a 
subject of the Ameers or not. And lastly, each of them 
stipulates for the right of cutting wood, £)r a certain di^ 
tance, at 'each side -of the banks of that river; thus interfer- 
ing with the .^hikargas, or himtin^-grounds of the Ameers, 
which they valued above every wing else they possessed, 
and which Colcmel Pottinger had assitred them should not 
he interfered wil^ ( Cor^ No. 174^. We ma^ remark that 
"the Fergunna of Bhoong Bhara, aiiid the distnct of Subzul- 
kote, with certain villages, &c., adjoining them, were to be 
taken from the Ameers, and tranrferred as a gift to the 
Nawab of Bhawulpore, liiis prince being a " fidthfiil ally" 
of the British, whom they wished to reward, at the expense 
of otherei, and the territories in question adjoining his do- 
imnicms, from which tiiey had been severed by conquest, 
by the Axneers of Scinde, thirty-^three years beK)re« 

The scheme of the Ai^lo-Indian govemn^nt was, how- 
ever, not yet coQ>{dete. They now uiought it adviss^le to 
plft^ the old game of the mother country, and to make a 
traitor of one prince, to ensure the subju^tion of the rest. 
Th^ fixed, for this purpose, on Meer Ali Moorad. At 
the suggestion of Sir Charles Napier (see Cor. No. 445), 
Me^ Koostum ^the long-tried Mend of the British), at 
this time ^hty-nve y^ars (^ age, placed himself under the 
guidance of Ali Moorad, as one who wotdd advise him 
properly/ The use made by AU Moorad of his influence^ 
was to compel the unfortunate Boostum to transfer to him, 
by a solemn grant, the supremacy of the Khyrpore State, 
whereby the latter became entitled to certain possessions 
attached to the ^^ tmrban,"! a^» amongst others, some for- 
tresses which are not all specified by name. Amongst 
these. Sir C. Na^er resolved on including tha/t of Emaum 

* Sir C. Napier's denial of this is quite unintelligible, as the terms oi 
his letter admit of no misconception. 

t The turban was the distinctive mark of the Rais, or head Ameer, 
whose position we have before alluded to. 
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Ghur, though it seemB quite manifest that it in no way 
appertained to the turban, but was the separate property 
of Meer Mahomed Khan. The Ameers had looked on 
this ibrt as a safe retreat for their families, in case of (what 
they now hourly expected) open aggression on the part of 
the British : it was stored with a large quantity of grain 
(Cot. No. 405), and contained about 20,000 lbs. of ^wder 
{Cor. No. 457). With the reluctant consent of his new 
and honorable ally, who, it was pretended, had got the 
control of this fortress from Meer Roostum, Sir Uharles 
Napier proceeded thither with a portion of his troops, and 
destroyed it, by mining. He thus writes to the Governor-' 
General of this creditable exploit ( Cor. No. 457) : — 
" Camp-Mitree, January 1 7th, 1843. On the evening of 
the 15th the demolition of .Emaum Ghur was completed. 
Thirty-four mines were sprung, the last finishing the whole 
of the powder found in the fortress, viz., about 20,000 lbs." 
He goes on to say — " I waited for the Ameers to hear of 
our doings at Emaum Ghur, and then, while their alarm is 
fresh, and my line of march unknown to them, they will 
be pliant, and give fidl power to their vakeels."* Some 
one in authority, whose name is not ^ven, {Sujm. Car. 
No. 143,) seems to have thought the destruction of Emaum 
Ghur "a more flagitious act than any perpetrated by the 
Ameers." For our parts, we confess that it is not without 
pain we find ourselves obUffed to record such an atrocious 
proceeding on the part of an able and intrepid officer. 
Had he the excuse to plead, that he acted on a belief of 
Meer Ali Moorad's title to make over the fort being ho- 
nestly acquired, he might have a defence ; but all his let- 
ters, written before any ground for this belief existed, show 
that he meant, in any case, to act as he subsequently did 
(see particularly Cor. No. 445). 

Major Outram, on the 12th February, 1843, in accord- 
ance with his instructions, had an interview with the prin- 
cipal Ameers, viz., Meer Nusseer ESian, Meer Mahomed 
Khan, and Meer Shadasd Khan, of Hyderabad, and Meer 
Boostum Khan, Meer Nusseer Khan, and Meer Mahomed 
Khan, of Khyrpore, with many of their sons and relations, 

^ Ambassadors. 
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in order to get them to accept the new treaties. Great 
efforts were made to extract a promise from Major Outram, 
that in case Meer Boostum proved all his allegations re- 
specting Ali Moorad's coercion of him, the turban of Upper 
Scinde would be restored to him; but none would be given, 
jyi the Ameers but one (who stated he had not his seal, 
and that he would affix it next day,) consented, at length, 
to seal, and did seal the draft treaties. On the next aaj, 
the 13th, Major Outram was informed that the Beloochee 
chiefs (subjects of the Ameers) were highly indignant at 
finding that no promise would be given to do justice to 
Meer Boostum, and had determiaed, in case such a course 
was persevered in, to attack the British ; and the Ameers 
declared their inability to control them.* Major Outram, 
however, replied, that he could make no stipulation on the 
subject. The Beloochees became much excited, and on 
the morning of the 15th of February, the residence of Ma- 
jor Outram was attacked, and he was compelled to set on 
board the steamer stationed at Hyderabad, and jom Sir 
Charles Napier. Hostilities being thus commenced. Sir 
C Napier marched on the 16th to Muttaree, to meet the 
forces of the Ameers ; having discovered that they were 
posted ten miles off, at Meeanee,^ miles from Hyderabad, 
ne advanced thither, came up with them on the morning of 
the 17th, and, with a British force of 5,000 men, defeated 
signally their army, amounting to 20,000. Six Ameers 
surrendered themselves prisoners of war, and gave up their 
swords to Sir Charles, which that officer, however, returned 
to them. He did this, as he states, from a feeling for their 
misfortunes; but he subsequently (Letter ^ March I3rt, 
^Supp. Cor. No. 85,) came to the conclusion, that they were 
^Hhorough villains." Meer Shere Mahomed still remained 
at liberty, and had collected a considerable force. Sir 
Charles Napier, however, met him on the morning of the 
24th of March, at the head of 20,000 troops, and gained 
another victory over him, with a similar disparity of force 

* The Ameers had, with great diflSculty, prevented the Beloochee sol- 
diers from attacking Major Outram, on his return from the conference 
respecting the signing of the treaties, on which occasion, but for the pro- 
tection afforded to him by them, his life would, in all likelihood, have been 
sacrificed. 
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to that which existed in the former battle. The Britisli, 
after this victory, took possession of the territories of Hie 
Ameers, and sent the principal of them prisoners to Surat, 
with the exception of Meer Shere Mahomed, whoccmtinued 
to escape being captured by them. 

Though the deposi^n of the Ameers, and the seizure 
of their territories, of course constitute the chief of thcfir 
misfortunes, yet it would be wrong to omit mentioning 
that a considerable portion of the Supplementary Pkpers 
conrists of veiT serious and affecting complaints on the 
part of these pnnces, of the hardships subsequently inflicted 
on them. These complaints are too long to be dietailed in 
a report such as the present ; but some of them indicate 
sudi uncalled for and gratuitous harshness, that it is im- 
possible to conjecture any motive for them. We allude 
partioulariy to the separation of Meer Shahdad Khan from 
his brother and other relations, and to the manner in which 
the Ameers were deprived of various articles of scarcely 
any intrinsic value, but which, as they state themselves in 
petitioning to have them returned, suffering an equivalent 
to be deducted from the allowance settled on them, were 
valuable in their eyes, as having descended to them from 
their ancestors. — Vide Supp. Cor.y No. 109. 

Having thus set forth in detail the chief circumstances 
connected with the reduction of Scinde, we may sum up in 
a few words the history of that event. The facts are 
shortly these : the Anglo-Indian government entered into 
treaties with the Ameers as independent sovereign princes. 
Without any pretext, save that of convenience, it deli- 
berately violated one of the most important provisions con- 
tained in those treaties, the weakness of the Ameers com- 
pelling them to acquiescence. Not satisfied with this 
injustice, it further obliged the Ameers to pay over to a 
puppet of its own (Shah Shooja) a sum of £250,000, 
notwithstanding that they had produced releases from the 
Shah, the authenticity of which is not questioned, from all 
liability to such payment. It attacked and took posses- 
sion of the fort and town of Kurachee, under the pretence 
of an act of hostility, which was fully disproved, and kept 
possession of them, after its own official authorities had 
satisfied themselves that no act of hostility had been com- 
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mitted. It forced the Ameers to permit the etatioiih]^ of 

British troops in their territories, and to consent to the 

payment of an annual subsidy for their support. No 

sooner had (me demand been conceded, than it found a 

-pretext for some new exaction, until at length, by the terms 

imposed in the revised treaties, it, in addition to the most 

glaring extortions, sought to annihilate every vestibe of 

sovereign authority which remained to the Ameers. Even 

this did not drive them to any act of ag^ssion. They 

expressed their readiness to si^ the treaties, though they 

protested against their iniqmty; but they, at the same 

time, stated their inability to restrain the mdependent Be- 

loochee chiefe, who, rendered desperate by a series of 

aggressions, frauds, and fidsehoods, and especially by the 

inmmous treatment of Meer Boostum, saw no hope, but in 

open hostility against a power which, whenever it became 

embarrassed by the knot of its diplomacy, was prepared to 

sever it by the sword. The .^glo-Indian government 

had, however, doomed the downfall of the Ameers.* Their 

submissiveness could neither avert nor delay their ruin ; 

and the battles of Meeanee and Hyderabad were only the 

long-desired consummation of a system of policy, such as 

has uniformly marked the progress of Bntish sway in 

India. 

The men engaged in the Scinde transactions, whether as 
principals or subordinates, appear to have been in every way 
qualined for their duties. Lord Auckland, Lord Ellen- 
borough, and Sir Charies Napier, seem to have had e^ual 
indifierence to the sanctity of treaties, and the obligations 
of public fiuth ; and the inferior officers have displayed, 
with one exception, just as littie respect for them, x our 
Committee feel, however, that they would act unjustiy, 
if they did not exempt firom this iodiscriminate censure 
one officer. Major Outram, whose conduct, throughout, 
appears fair and honourable, and is in marked contrast to 
that of every other individual who has played a port in 
the scenes here recorded. He had resided for a long pe- 
riod in Scinde; Ins knowledge of its affidrs and of its 

* We shall not characterise as it deseires, the language of Sir C. Napier 
(Sup, Cor. No, 93J_« Ood has decreed that they are to rule Scinde no 
more.*' 
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people was unquetdoned; and, to tha last, Jhle defended fhe 
cause of the Ain^ers, and iemonstrated against the uiifimv 
ness and cupidity* of the Britash Indian, authorities. 

Li conclusion, your Committee have only to observe, that 
the matters set forth in this report, £>rm a strong argu- 
ment in favour of the restoration to Irelaiid, of her Par- 
liament. The sense of responsibility for their conduct, to 
two legislatm^, would be a pbweiftd check upon any 
government, to pievei^ it Aom- rushing into unjust aggres- 
sion upon unoffending states* ' 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 

MICHAEL JOSEPH BARRY, 

, , . ,, Chairman. 
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LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION 

ON THE 

PAPERS IN COUKSE OF PRESENTATION TO PARLIAMENT, 

ENTITIiED 

« COMMERCIAL TARIFFS AND REGULATIONS 

OV TH2 BSySBilL 

STATES OF EUROPE AND AMERICA." 

Head at a Meeting of the Associaiion, in the CondUation-Hatt, on the 
20th day of May, 1844. 



Your Sub-Committee beg to submit, as their first Re- 
port, the following abstract of the first four of the Papers 
committed to them for examination : — 

No. 1. — Commercial Tariff and HegulatioM of Austria^ 
drtxwn up by J. Macgreoor, Esq., of the Board of 
Trade, and presented to Parliament, 1st October, 1841. 

No. 2. — Ditto, ditto, Belgium — presented 7th February, 
1842. 

No. 3. — Ditto, ditto, Denmark, — presented same date. 

No. 4. — Ditto, ditto, France — presented April, 1842. 
1 T 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 

Great Britain has commercial treaties with Austria, 
Demnark, and France, establishine reciprocity of favorable 
treatment in each instance, for the vessels of one of the 
contractii^ parties in the ports of the other; save as to 
trade wiS colonies and dependencies; with regard to 
which, each country favors its own shipping. 

The same arrangement pnujticaUy exists with Belgium, 
though not formally settled by treaty. 

The import and export duties respectively, between the 
countries above enumerated and Great Britain, will be 
found, so &r as the chief articles of commerce are con- 
cerned, in the Appendix to this Beport. 

PROHIBITIONS OF IMPORT. 

Austria prohibits salt, Auffusta bark, all substitutes for 
coifee, mineral waters, isinglass, wild cochineal, potters' 
day, gold dust, tobacco^ saltpetre, and gunpowder. France 
prohibits nearly all cotton, woollen, and linen manufactures ; 
and generally all European and colonial produce imported 
in British vessels, excepting if loaded in feritish ports, and 
also excepting raw silt, silk-handkerdnefs, rum, arrack, 
tafia, and cashmere shawls. 



FRANCE. 



General account of internal and external Resources, Com-- 
merce, and Manufactures, 

Although France is last in order in this report, your 
Committee proceed with it first; as Mr. Macgregor 
deals much more largdy witii that country than with the 
others. It is to be wished that he had had it in his power to 
adopt a \iniform system with all ; and likewise not to have 
left blanks upon any important point of statistics or g©* 
neral information; as he has been compelled, evidentiy by 
want of time, to do, even where his accounts are fullest. 

To keep at all within compass, your Committee have 
had to regain from specially noting the points so omitted, 
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but have carefully endeavoured to leave as few omissions 
chargeable to themselves, as possible. 

Mr. MacGregor ^ell remarks, that ^Hhe natural re^ 
sources of France enable her to be more independent of 
exterior productions than any other country ; and not only 
to assume and maintain a more formidable militanr position, 
but also to recover sooner from the disasters of long wars, 
than any other European power." 

Her internal resources dbnsidenibly exceed those of 
[England, with the important exception, however, that her 
coal and iron are generally foimd distant from each other, 
instead of being interstratified, as in England, where ex- 
pense of transport of fuel for working the iron is thereby 
saved. France has a great external disadvantage also, in 
the &ct that her harbours are by no nleans so good as the 
British, and, taking into consideration the prevalent winds^ 
are, in a great measure, ports upon a lee-shore, and there- 
fore difficult of egress, while intricate of access. Steam 
navigation however, to which France is steadily attending, 
must operate to diminish these latter disadvantages. 

But ner worst disadvantages are &om the mistaken sys- 
tem of excessive protections, boimties, &c., &c. This has 
caused loud and angry complaints, and mutual dissatisfac- 
tion and recriminations among the protected interests them- 
selves ; extensive smuggling, and great general injury and 
pecuniary loss. 

The following are put forward in a work published under 
sanction of the French Customs Board, as the general prin- 
ciples of the commercial legislation of France, from 1791 
to the present time. 

1st. — Low duties to be only on raw materials. 
2nd. — Bounties on import of machinery, tools, &c. — Pro- 
hibition on export. 
3rd & 6th. — Cotton twist and linen-yarn to be considered 

manu&ctured goods. 
4th. — No prohibition nor high duty to be done away with, 

save to lessen profits of fraud. 
6th. — Native shipping to be favored. 

'^To consider as a principle in all treaties to be ne- 
gociated with England, most of the conditions which she 
will propose are those we ought to avoid." 
3 
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Your Conunittee take leaye to remark, that whatever 
m^y be said of the first ax of these maximfl, the seventh 
is one not quite so unjustifiable, nor so deserving of repro- 
bation as Mr. Mac Gbboor deckres it. Ireland, «t any 
rate, has had too sad an experience of the bad fiiith of 
England, in all manner of treaties and international ar- 
rangements, to consider that the latter country has any 
right to demand confidence, or quarrel with prudent cau- 
tion, on the part of those with whom she may have to 
treat. 

France comprises 130,401,127 English acres, with 
32,365,527 inhabitants. 

Independent of Corsica, and all colonies and settlements, 

the number of undivided estates, is 10,896,682 

„ of sub^visionB of land, 1 23,360,338 

Leftsefi forerer, 213,168 

Life Interests, 38,305 

Pensioners of ) i ^^ t^t' 

State. J ^^'^^ 



GoTemment ein« ) Mere la- ? ^ ^/w^ ^yi^ 

ployes, giving C 104^25 bouiws, J ^»*^ ™ 
security 



Ditto, receiying "1 

salaries (exdu- f^Myr c»a| 
siTeof theara^ >6Zr,830 



Mere la-^ 
bourorSyC 
Indigent..^ 1,928,103 



aad navy) ... } 

Thus, France, with 33,000,000 of popuktion, has but 
1 ,900,000 in a state of indigence ; while Ireland, with some- 
thing over 8,000,000, has no less than 2,500,000 in that 
state! 

The revenue of France was as follows, in the year 1840 : — 

TAXES, nENOBaKATEn DtBJECT TAXES. 

Land ... ... £10,000,000 



Personal and Furniture ... 
Doors and Windows 
Patents and Trade 
Domains, Registry, Stamps, 
and produce of Woods 


2,080,000 
1,200,000 
1,200,000 

9,000,000 

OQ^QAAAA 


INDIBECT TAXES, viB— 

Customs ... ... 4,800,000 

Salt monopoly •.. 2,200,000 
Spirits, Wine, Beer, To- 
bacco, Gunpowder, ... ';f,200,000 

Post-Offiee, Lottery, &c... 3,120,000 

1 >7 QOA nnn 


Total Revenue... 


... ^40,800,000 
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HER XXPElfDXrilRB WAS AS FOLLOWS ; — 

Interest of debt ... ... £9,770,000 

Sinking fund ... ... ... 1, 880,000 

Pensions ... ... ... 2,200,000 

Civil list ... ... ... 520,000 

Legion of honour ... ... 107,000 

Education ... ... ... 500,000 

War department ... ... 10,000,000 

Marine ... ... ... 3,000,000 

Finance ... ... ... 1,000,000 

Collection and management ... B^OOOyOOO 

Ministry of jostiee and public works 2,200,000 

Other purposes of goTemment ... 5,256,000 

Total Expenditure ... £42,433,000 

The following tables are given, amongst many others of 
mreat value and interest, relative to the commerce of 
f^rance: — 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 1789, 1829, VALUE IN FRANCS. 

(1000=£40.) 



MATERIALS OF MANUFACTUBE. 


MANUFACTURED GOODS. | 




Import. 


Export. 


Import. 

120,326,700 

65,161,305 


Export. 


1787 
1829 


430,610,900 
551,192,092 


285,531,900 
230,577,011 


154,038,400 
377,241,625 



AirVUAI. A YEBACIES, FROM 1827 TO 1836, OF i 


Imports from foreign countries 
entered for consumption in 
France, value in British 
monev £19«200,000 


Exports of French produce and 
manufacture, value in Bri- 
tish money £20,840,000 

To England, 2,600,000 


From England, 880,000 


In 1839. 


In 1839. 


Value of all foreign 

imports £26,024,000 


Value of all French 

exports £27,096,000 



About 1,733,952 tone of merchandize are earned coast- 
wise, of yrhich the chief articles are: — timber, 271,000 
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tons; building materials, 207,000; Bouideaux wines, 
145,000 tons. 

The contraband trade is verj active and extensive, even 
reaching articles charged only 8 per cent. 

<< WEIGHTS AND MEASURES." 

The present system was introduced in 1791. A ten- 
millionth part of the distance between the equator and the 
pole, was taken as the basis, and called the *^ metre" All 
other measures were thence determined by simple decimal 
multiplication and division. The ^^ metre'* is the measure 
of length. The ^^arc^" or 100 square metres, is that of 
surfaces. The " litre,*' or cube of one-tenth of a metre, 
that of capacity, or cubic measure; and the ^^ arammey" 
or the weight of the one-hundreth part of a cubic metre 
at the freezing point, is that adopted for weight. 



AS MUIiTIFLYING TERMS, 
THE WORDS 

« Decay* prefixed, =10 times. 
^^Hecto!* „ =100 „ 
«At/o," „ =1,000 „ 
''Myriay'' „ =10,000 „ 



AS DIVmORS, THE WORD 

" Deciy"* denotes the 10th part. 
''Centh" „ 100th „ 
''Milli/' „ 1,000th „ 



In comparison with English weights and measures, the 
15.438 grains, troy weight, and 
0.643 of a dwt. 
2.68027 lbs. troy, 
2.20548 lbs. avoirdupois, 
2^39954 centimetres. 
3.2808992 EngKsh feet. 
1.760773 English pints. 
0.098845 rood, English; and 
2.47361 acres, English, 



French "gramme," == 

A " kilogramme" ... == 

An English inch, ... = 
A " metre," French, == 

A "litre," = 

A French acre, ... = 
A French " hectare, = 



PARTICULAR MANUFACTURES. 



LINENS. 



The chief supply of linen-yams is from the Unit^ 
Kingdom and Belgium ; 



to home manufacture. 



notwitiistanding advantages given 
The import of our yarns was tri- 
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fling till 1833, when it reached 410,000 kilogrammes^ and 
thence rapidly increased, until, in 1839, it was 6,167,201 
kilogrammes. 

^&iQ manufactured linens are absorbed by home con- 
sumption, the French using linen more generally than it is 
used in England ; where cotton is, to a greater extent, 
substituted. The exports of linen are therefore falling off 

There are 435,364 English acres imder hemp and flax ; 
producing 1,596,012 imperial bushels of hemp, and 
1,328,248 cwts. flax. The import of hemp in 1838, was 
8,898,864 kilogrammes, and of flax, 1,815,229 kilogram- 
mes. 

IMPORTED AND ENTERED FOR CONSUMPTION. 



UNBLEACHED. 


BLEACHED. | 


Yeara 

1827 
1839 


From GU Britain 
and Ireland. 


From 
Belgiam. 


Other 
countries. 


Gt. BriUin 
ft Ireland. 


Belgium. 


Otber 
countries. 


371 (kilogrammes) 
659,879 do. 


3,913,034 
2,916,470 


179,398 
262,297 


627 
289,157 


21,412 
8,762 


49,016 

47,506 



COTTON. 

The annual average value of cotton goods produced, was 
in 1835, £24,000,000. There were 900,000 workmen 
employed; and 3,500,000 spindles had yielded annually 
31,000,000 kilogrammes of twist, at an average value of 
£6,800,000. There is a large smuggled import of cotton 
goods. The import of cotton wool^ and export of goods 
was as follows in the years 1820 and 1840, respectively. 



Years. 


Value of import of the 
material. 


Export of the manufac- 
tured article (value). 


1820 
1840 


36,825,000 francs. 
94,006,000 


29,120,000 francs. 
107,024,000 



Three-tenths of this export was into Spain, and was 
contrabands 

7 
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SILK. 



tem. 


grown. 


Raw Sak produce. 


Btpett of aOk Hanu- 
ftctofe— Value. 


1820 
183t 
1838 
1839 
1840 


9,631,674 
14,879.404 


453,770 kilognunmes. 
876,016 


£3,603,189 
0,541,880 
5,607,000 



The French raw silk is inferior to that imported. The 
great source of French superiority in the m anufectore, is 
the rapid production of patterns. It is said to employ 
200y000 persons, two to each loom — ^the value of their lar- 
bor to be about 70,000,000 firancs, which added to the cost 
of the raw material, viz. 130,000,000 francs, gives a total 
value of 200,000,000 francs, or £8,000,000. 

WOOL. 

The manufacture of this article is thriving, notwith- 
standing a very large contraband import of woollen goods. 



Value of Import of Sheep's WooL 


Export of the Minnufaeture. 


1820 ... 8,350,000 francs 
1840 ... 29,980,000 


£1,700,000 
2,440,000 



One great ingredient in the success of this manu&cture, 
is the superiority of the French art of dyeing cloths. 



BEET-ROOT SUGAR. 

This manufacture was established to endeavour to sup- 
ply the place of West Indii^ sugar, of which the com- 
mercial reprisals of England during Napoleon's wars, had 
nearly deprived France. There was, fJso, the visionary 
idea of " being independent of foreigners," and even of 
Ftench colonies. Latterly, however, this policy has been 
much changed, and advantages given, at least to the sugar 

8 



ON COMMBRCIAL TARIFFS AND REGULATIONS. 139 

of those colonies, to the prejudice of that from beet-root. 
Xhe latter is acknowledged to have cost'to consumers &II7 
40 per cent, more than the former, and to have, on the ag- 
gregate, occasioned a loss of many millions of money, m 
addition to the disastrous effects on the comforts and health 
of the French people, from the exclusion of the cheaper 
article. 

In 1838, there were 142,518 English acres under beet- 
root, and the quantity of sugar produced therefrom was 
31,621,923 cwts. 

The revenue derived from all kinds of sugar in France, is 
no more than £900,000, net revenue. 

TOBACCO, &c. 

Tobacco is a government monopoly, both as to home 
^owlli and import. Between 170,000 and 180,000 cwts. 
IS the average of the former. The- total revenue from 
tobacco usually exceeds two millions sterling, of which, 
£370,000 is the amount of the import dutv. 

France exports large quantities of oil cake, for fattening 
cattle,-— chiefly to Belgium and the United Kingdom. 

COAL MINES, IRON TRADU, &C. 

In 1836-7, 223 coal mines at work, producing 2,400,000 
tons. The import of foreign coal is also increasing. In 
1835, it was 7,670,000 tons; in 1840, 12,158,000 tons. 
The chief ftiel consumed is, however, wood, and the cost is 
high, 4)wing to the great fiscal protection given to what 
may be called the " forest interest." 

The iron trade had, in 1839, 569 blasting ftimaces, pro- 
ducing 263,000 tons of smelted iron, and 2,022 forges, 
giving 222,528 tons of malleable iron. These items are, 
and have been, steadily increasing, while the import of 
iron is beginning to decline. 

The protecting duties here also exaggerate the price to 
the consumer. 

SALT, WINES, <&C. &C. 

Salt is a very extensive production, and is high-priced, 
from taxation. 

9 u 
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The foUowing is an official statement of its consumption : 
Quantity on which duty is paid, about 201,600 tons. 
Probable amount of contraband, 19)200 



Used in fisheries (free). 
Export (from bond) free, 
Used in chemical works, 



33,600 „ 
62,050 „ 
28,800 „ 

345,250 tons. 



Total 

It is chiefly produced by evaporation of sea water. 
The jewellery trade, that in bronzes and cashmeres, are 
exceedingly flourishing. The breweries of France are in- 
creasing, as are also her hat and glove trade, trade in 
cutlery, &c., &c. 

The total value of the wines of France is now about 
£24,000,000, and is capable of being doubled, if the de- 
mand were increased by the removal of trade-restrictions. 
The average annual sde amounts to about £12,000,000, 
on which the duty realizes £2,900,000. The produce is 
estimated (in British gallons) at 924,000,000, divided as 
follows : — 

Consumed by proprietors (untaxed), ... 198,000,000 

Used in making brandy, 141,680,000 

Loss and waste in making ... ... 91»344,000 

Do. in conveyance, and in dealers^ hands, 44,000,000 

Export, 24,000,000 

Vinegar, 11,000,000 

Paid duty for consumption, 308,000,000 

Contraband consumption, ... ... 105,466,000 

AGRICULTURE. 

is much inferior to what it ought to be, owing to various 
causes. Not the least active of those causes is the high 
price of agricultural implements, from the protection given 
to French iron, when they could be manufactured of foreign 
iron at a much cheaper rate. It is said that this causes a 
surcharge on the value of the articles, amounting, for the 
whole of France, to an annual value of more than one 
million sterling. 

CORN. 

There are duties both of export and of import on com ; 
they vary monthly^ according to monthly averages of the 
home price. 10 
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The fix)nti€rs of France being divided, for customable 
purposes, into four classes, with averages differing for 
each, it would occasion too much detail, to attempt more 
than a statement of the wheat prices in the jfirst or highest 
class. 



Home price of 
Wheat. 


Grain duty. 


Flour duty. 


s. d. 
When priced /j^ ,, 

is above \ ^ ^^ 
Ditto ... 62 8i 
And so down "J 

by 3 gra- f ki qi 

ditions tof^^ ^ 

price above 3 


Imported In 
French Ships. 


In foreign 
Ships, 


In French Ships. 


In Foreign 
Ships. 


». d, 

Dutyl?* 6 
quar. 

... 6 

... 9 6 


8. d, 

6 
3 6 

13 4} 


8. d 

Avoirdupois V * 

^ 

11 4i 


8. d 

4J 

1 n 

12 8 



After this price, every 2*. Sd. of fall, raises the duty on 
grain by 3*. 4|cf., and on flour by 4*, Id. 

France, including Corsica, has usually 34,350,000 Eng- 
lish acres imder com, of which 13,800,000 under wheat. 

The produce has been estimated as follows : — 

Of wheat, 191,284,670 imperial bushels, or less than 14 
to the acre. Com of all kinds, 501,921,332, or less than 
15 to the acre. 

The home consumption is averaged something less than 
6 bushels of wheat per head, and, adding other kinds of com, 
about 11 bushels. In 8 years to 1840, the import of all 
"kinds was 2,349,504 imperial bushels, in value £5,404,533, 
and the export 1,668,238, m value £5,024,117. 



CATTLE. 



Yrs. 


Populatioa 


Cattle in 
all France. 


Sheep in all 
France. 


Cattle 
Slaughtered. 


Ditto Sheep 


1830 
1840 


31,815,000 
34,226,000 


9,130,600 
9,936,400 


29.130,200 
32,151,430 


3,369,200 
3,699,200 


5,837,100 
5,804,700 



The consumption of butchers' meat is said to have declined 
8 per cent from 1830 to 1840, and the cattle to have 
diminished in size and weight, as follows : — oxen, 7 per 
11 
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cent; cows, 16 per cent; calves, 1 per cent; sheep, on the 
contrary, increased about 1 per cent. 

In Paris the consumption of meat is said to have decreased 
in the period from 1812 to 1840 bj no less than 36 per 
cent. The consumption of sea fish has greatly increased. 



PARIS. 



The dity of Paris almost requires a report for itself— 
your Committee can give but a very brief notice of it. — 



Popular 
tlon. 


Expenditure. 


Income of the 

City. 


Expenditure of same. 


875,000 


894,082,193 

francs. 
Of thia spent 

on food, 
308,745,000 


ATeraging nearly 

50,000,000 francs, 

or two millions 

sterling. 


Civil service, arrears of city 
debt, national guard, education, 
public worship, works, and insti- 
tutions, fetes, &c., 42,592,419 
fruncs. The rest in a resenre 
fund. 



There is government superintendance and interference in 
every trade, profession, and calling in Prance generally, and 
particularly in Paris. Licences to enter trades, to adopt 
professions, permits for building, superintendance of exist- 
mg buildings. The undertaking business in the hands of 
the government, fire engines, service, &c., &c. The pawn- 
brokmg establishments and theatres are made to contribute 
to public charities: the latter, one-tenth of their nett 
receipts ; the former, an average sum of 400,000 firancs 
annually. 

In Paris, and other large cities of France, there are 
vexatious and heavy duties on all articles of meat and drink, 
on fuel, building materials, hops, salt, candles, &c. They 
are grievously complained of; and much enhance the price 
of necessaries, to the lower classes especially; besides, 
occasioning great adulteration of articles of food, and con- 
siderable smuggling. 



BANKS, &c. 



The Bank of France instituted 1716, renewed and 
extended in 1803, has a capital of £3,600,000, in 90,000 
shares of £4. It issues no notes below £20. In 1841 its 
circulation was £5,670,000. There are a number of private 

12 
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banks, and the general character of enterprize in ihi» line 
in France, is that of great caution and consequent security, 
w^so many well founded insurance companies, &c. 

In 1840 there were 404 savings banks, to which 310,843 
persons contributed £6,840,000. The decimal system is 
adopted in the money of France. 

FISHERIES. 

The river fisheries are under the control and to the profit 
of the government ; save those of unnavigable streams, 
which, as well as those of ponds, are left to the proprietors. 

In 1842 high bounties on sea fishery were enacted, to 
last eight years. The native fisherman is protected to the 
distance of 3 marine miles &om the shore. 

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES. 

Algiers, although as yet a heavy source of expense, 
without anything uke adequate return, is bv far the most 
important and most promising dependency of France. The 
European population is rapidly increasing. The .natural 
advantages of Corsica are very great ; but they have been 
grossly neglected. Besides these, France has Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, St. Martin, Marie Ghdante, Desirate, Les 
Saints, French Guiana, and Cayenne in America. East of 
the Cape of Good Hope the Isle of Bourbon, Mahe, Pon- 
dicherry, Karikal, Ganaon, and Chandemagore ; and in 
North America the islands of St. Pierre, Imguelon, and 
Langleeg, near the coast of Newfoundland. 

The French East India possessions included in the fore- 
going statement, were the subject of a special convention 
with England, in 1815. France covenanted to have no 
larger mmtary force there, than what might be required for 
police purposes, and England engaged, in case of war, not 
to consider the French subjects in those possessions as 
prisoners ; but to give them three months to settle their 
affairs and leave India. France further covenanted to 
respect the monopoly of the British East India government 
in salt and opium ; and to sell to that government, what 
might be raised by Frenchmen in India, beyond the require- 
ments of the French home market. 
13 
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The French cod fishery is principally at Ne^vfoundland 
and Iceland, and in 1840 employed 458 vessels, and 9,897 
men, independent of the channel and coast fishery. 

The navigation between France and her colonies is 
confined to French vessels. 



Your Committee having had to confine themselves, as 
fiu: as possible, to average statements and general results, 
have been obliged to omit ma^ valuable points of detail. 
Mr. Macoreggr's Report on France aboimds with such, 
and is altogether one of great value and interest. 

They have before remarked, that it is to be wished cir- 
cumstances had enabled him to deal uniformly with all the 
coimtries on which he has reported. The meanness of 
his reports upon Bel^um, Austria, and Denmark,'present 
a strong contrast to the ftdness of that of which your Com- 
mittee have now given an abstract ; and will account for 
their own very brief and summary notice of the three 
countries just named. 



BELGIUM. 

revenue. 

The Bel^um budget for 1841 estimated the nett in- 
come (clear of charges of collection) as follows: 

Direct Taxes £1,163,599 

Customs duties 442,600 

Excise do 838,326 

Stamps and Registration duties 819,720 

Insurances and various other Taxes 36,760 

Total estimated Income (in francs, 

82,525,000) £3,301,005 

The excellent port of Antwerp, and the tolerably good 
port of Ostend, are its only sea-ports, properly speakmg ; 
but by means of the canals, sea-going vessels are enabled to 
bring cargoes to many inland towns, and clear out from 
thence for foreign ports. 

14 
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IMPOSTS VALUE. £XFOBTS VALUE. 

1837— £8,922,832 I 6,210,993 

1838— 9,522,106 | 7,743,180 

Of these imports 8-9ths were consumed in Belgium, of 
the exports 6-7ths were Belgian merchandize. 

The duties on the chief manufactured articles imported, 
have of late years been greatly increased, to promote home 
enterprise. 

There is a considerable passage of goods for other coim- 
tries through Belgium, with moderate transit duties ad 
valorem^ and by weight. 

Woollen cloths and cassimeres are among the most im« 
portant manufactures of Belgium. In some fine cloths she 
surpasses France. The linen manufacture is thriving — 
[English and Irish linen yams are beating those of Belgium, 
not only in France, but in the home market ; but the Bel- 
gians are making great efforts to recover the lost ground. 
Cotton manufactures are not now as successful as they 
were a few years ago. Lace and silk are thriving, as are 
also tanneries, paper manufactures, upholstery, &c., &c. 
The most important manufactures, however, of Belgium, 
after linen, wool, and cotton, are those of iron and other 
metals. At Liege and Ghent, steam machinery is manu- 
factured, and there is also an extensive and valuable ma- 
nufacture of sugar from beet-root earned on in the province 
of Hainault. It supplies 5,000,000 out of the 14,000,000 
kilogrammes of sugar consumed in Belgium. 

Coal, iron, zinc, lead, copper, manganese, and pyrites, 
are the mines of Belgium. There were in 1839, ^0 coal 
mines at work. 

AGRICULTURE. 

One-half of Belgium is under tillage of a very improved 
description ; one-eighth of the soil is in pasture and mear- 
dow ; one-fifth in lorest ; one-eighth waste. The rest in 
towns, canals, &c. Com and grain in quantity, great in 
proportion to the surface ; but, of late, no more than suf- 
ficient for home consumption. There are com laws, rf 
which the chief features are these : import of wheat pro- 
hibited : 
15 
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When the price U at and under 
12fnncs W' 1000 kilogrunroei, 
(t. e,^^^ 15 butheU, or 27«. 0</. 
per imperial quarter^ 

When price undier 15 mines d 
(JLe, ^ quarter, under 34«. M) 

When under 20 do (t.e. ^qmar^ 
ter, under 40s. S<L) 

When abov0 20 



I 



Import prohibited 

he import duty u 
13a. 5^ ^ quarter. 

Import, 6t. 8d ^ qr. 



Free. 



i Export duty ^. 
British per qr. 

I Export do. |<i 

Export as above. 

r Export prohibi- 
3 ted when price 
J above 56«. per 
f quarter. 



Other kinds of com in proportion. 

B\NKS, &c., &c. 

The chief monetary body is styled " the Gr^neral As- 
sociation for encouraging industry/' and was established in 
1822, with a well secured capital of £4,250,000, and a re- 
serve fund, amounting to nearly £900,000. 

It is the state-cashier ; and issues notes of £2, £4, £20, 
£40, and upwards, to a large amount. 

Nearly 31 millions, are invested in banks, joint-stock 
companies, &c. in Belgium ; and the general character of 
enterprize in this line, b great caution, solvency, and se- 
curity. 

The French decimal money is adopted in Belgium, as 
also the Frendi metrical system. 



AUSTRIA. 



There is a considerable transit trade through Austria 
and the Austrian dominions, at moderate rates of duty. 

Hungary and Transylvania are exempt, internally^ from 
the Austrian duties and commercial regulations ; but being 
encircled by other portions of the Austrian dominions, 
their goods, produce, and exportation, are subjected to equi- 
valent imposts, and countervail the internal immunity. 

Istria and Dalmatia furnish harbours, supplies, and men, 
for the chief part of the shipping of Austria. In 184 1, she 
had 540 sailing vessels, of about 128,000 tons, employing 
5,850 seamen, engaged in trade, exclusive of coasters, and 

16 
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the very numerous Dalmatian smug^ers; also exclusive 
of a large mercantile steam navy. Trieste is the chief 
Austrian port frequented by British slupping, and is the 
entrep6t for the imports and exports of Southern Austria. 

The Austrian trade is generally increasing, particularly 
in the Adriatic. The trade of Venice, however, is to some 
degree an exception. 

The manufectures of Austria are very little mentioned 
in this report, and are not very considerable. 

BANKS, &c. 

The bank of Vienna was established in 1703. Its paper 
is very much depreciated. The chief bank is " The Na- 
tional Bank of Austria," established in 1816, with a capital 
of one million, in £1 shares. Its credit is well established- 
There are many private banks. 

Accoimts are kept in ^^ guilder s^^ or ^^ florins^' value 2*., 
in " groschen^^ of which 20 make a florin ; " heUerSj^ of 
which 24 to the groschen ; and " hreutzers^^ of which 60 
to the florin. There are two kinds of paper money, but 
only one realizing its nominal value, viz., that of the " Na- 
tional" bank. 

In weights and measures, 100 "/j/mmc?" equals 123^ lbs. 
avoirdupois; and the "pfimd" is divided into quarter 
ounces, and several subdivisions. A stone is 20 "pfund;" 
a ^^ centnei^' is 100, with. higher designations, up to "one 
saum of steel," which equs^ 250 lbs. In dry measure, a 
** metzeri' is nearly 1^ Winchester bushels ; 

I " achtely'=^li gallons British — ^less by a fraction. 
1 " mulhmassel^'=^ quarts. 
1 "i^cAer,"=li pints. 

In liquid measure, one " eimer" is nearly 15 British 
wine gallons. In long measure, one " Vienna foof is 
equal to nearly 12^ ; and one " elle** to nearly 31 English 
inches. In superficial measure, one ^^yock" of land= 
1a. 1r. 27|polbs- . 



DENMAEK. 

The income of Denmark was as follows in the year 
1839, viz.:— 

17 X 
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OBDINABT BXYBVUXS. 

Land tax, £395,890 

HouMtaza 54,346 

CuatoBU and excisey 416,354 
Tax on rank and 

salaries, 52,543 

Stamps, 43,780 

Tax on inherited pro- 
perty, 27,511 

Fees on offices, ... 17,748 

Woods & forests, &c. 181,831 

Lotteries, 51,689 

Miscellaneous, ... 4,853 

1,246,545 
Casual and extraor- 
dinary receipts, in- 
cluding £213,997, 
toll, 345,225 



£1,591,770 



EXFERDITUBX. 



Royal €0tab. 


£123,068 




161,856 


Military, 


303,369 


Naval, 


133,814 


Colonies, 


11,718 


Pensions, &C., 


93,021 


Public works, 


62,956 


Industry, trade, arts. 




and science, ... 


30,225 


Charities, 


10,918 


Miscellaneous, ... 


12,028 


Public debt, 


618,947 



£1,5613?0 



The duties or ^ tolls/* levied by the Danish goTemment, 
on the trade passing through Klsineur Souad, are com- 
puted, with respect to British shipping, to amount to an 
annual charge of about £120,000. 

The public debt was, in 1838, £13,969,035, of which 
something less than half was due to foreigners. 

Denmark has a square superficiea of 6,836,372 geogra- 
phical miles. The production of grain is as fellows : — 





Amount — Home 
Consumption. 
Imperial Quarters. 


Seed 
Do. 


Average Exports 

from Customs 
Returns for 5 Yrs. 


Total in 
Imperial 
Quarters. 


Wheat. 


192,000 


48,000 


133,662 


373,662 


Tofalof 
aU kinds. 


Imperial Quarters. 
6,048,000 


1,104,000 


814,219 


7,966,219 
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It is not thought that this production can be much in- 
creased, although the produce is not quite eight bushels to 
the bushel sown. 

The standard by which land taxes are levied in Denmark 
is denominated the " ton of hard com^ The ton of land 
forms an area of 14,000 square ells, of 2 feet, geometrical 
measure, and £x>m 10 to 25 of such acres are reckoned to 
each ton of hard com, according to the nature and advan- 
ta^s of the soil. 

T'here are in Denmark Proper the following interests in 
land, viz. : — 









Freeholds. 


AlIenable«Farms 
on long Lease. 






Muort. 


Eitates 

with 
Mmoftel 
rights. 


Do* 
without 


Houses 
and 
Land. 


HousM 

without 

LSDd. 


Houses 
with 
Land. 


Do. 
without 


Non-alien- 
able Farms 


Town 
Lands. 


344 


233 


211 


63,960 


10,546 


9,928 


3,405 


66,960 


6,205 



Denmark exported in 1839, 1,093,278 Endish imperial 
qtiarters of com— rof which 240,340 to Great Britain. 

Horses, cattle, spirits, beef and pork, cheese, butter, 
tallow, skins, bones, &c., are exported in considerable 
quantities; but Danish commerce generally suffers much 
H'om the liigh duties in fordm ports, to wnich it is sub- 
jected, in retaliation for the high import tariff, and port 
duties of Denmark. 

The imports from England are chiefly coals, salt, and iron. 

COLONIES. 

The Danish West Indian islands are St. Croix, St. 
Thomas, and St. John. They send the mother country 
annually from 8 to 900,000lbs. of sugar, out of 13 millions, 
which is her consumption, and about 200,000 tierces of rum ; 
but Spanieh West Lidia produce is included in this, being 
allowed into the islands above named. 



19 
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MONIES, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The " Bix bank dollar silver," (two of which make one 
dollar specie,) is equal to 2s. 3d. British, sterling. The 
Danish pound b equal to about 17| ounces British. The 
** Tonde," or barrel, is the chief corn measure ; 60 barrels 
are taken to be equal to 29 imperial quarters. 

The "^Viertel'* is the wine and spirit measure, and is equal 
to 1-^ imperial gallon. The Danish foot is equal to 12^ 
English inches. 

CONCLUDING EEMARKS. 

Your Committee trust it will be borne in mind, that in 
this abstract they do not profess to supply the omissions in 
any of the reports with which it deals ; not conceiving that 
they were constituted for any purpose but for the xnaking 
df such abstract. 

They do not consider it necessary to delay upon the 
veiT obvious advantages which would arise to Ireland, 
had she the power of making her own tariffs with foreign 
countries, instead of being boimd hand and foot by those 
made by the British parliament for the protection of parti- 
cular British interests, or with reference to circumstances 
and necessities of British finance. The linen trade espe- 
cially — ^both that in finished ^oods and linen yams — 
mignt be expected greatly to mcrease, when we should 
have it in our power to give to such goods iirom France 
and Belgium as this country may not be adapted to manu- 
facture herself, advantages in our ports, that would divert 
those countries from their present hostility to so important 
a branch of our commerce. 

Signed on behalf of tiie Sub-Committee, 

JOHN O'CONNELL. 
Chairman. 
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A 

STATEMENT OF THE IMPORT DUTIES 

LSVIED OH EACH OV THE PBIHCIPAL 

ARTICLES IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM, 

FBOX 

FRANCE, BELGIUM, AUSTRIA, AND DENMARK, 

BSSPECTITEI.T ; AND OV THE 

IMPORT DUTIES LEVIED IN EACH OF THOSE COUNTRIES, 

ON EACH or THE PBINCIPAI. 

ARTICLES IMPORTED FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
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KEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND, 



ARMS (IRELAND) RETURNS.' 

Read at a Meeting of the Associationj at the Conciliation HaU, 
on Monday, Maif f^th, 1844. 



YEOMANRY AEMS. 

The first Betum professes to contain the number of yeo- 
manry arms registered in each comity, and the name and 
residence of every person who has registered more than 
one stand of yeomanry anhs. 

In the following counties, where the annexed number of 
arms are registered, no one ha& re^tered more than one 
stand. 



COUNTIES. 


GUNS. 




Armagh ... 
Derry 

Dublin 


62 


1 




Galway 
Kerry 

Limerick 





82 




Louth 


69 




Roscommon ... 







Queen's County 
Mayo 
Waterford ... 











214 





2a 
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But we believe the return to be deceptive. As to 
Deny, where 6,200 notices were served, there was no 
specification ; and both in that and in the Queen's County, 
we understand that, had a specification been required 
whether each gun was yeomanry or not, a large number 
would have been fi>und to have been so. 

In Cork the return is avowedly defective; but it appears 
that 63 persons registered one yeomamy musket each. 



Countlct. 



Yeomanry 
Guns. 



ObMrrailonf. 



Antrim 



444 



8 persons hare 2 gtins each, one has 4, one 
5, one (E. M^G. Casement, of Invermore) 
has 8, and one (Arthur Markham, of 
Park Cottage) 11. 



Carlow 



229 



10 persons have 2 stand each, one has 3, 
and one (John Derenzj, of Clonegall) 
has no less than 112, a number that 
demands instant explanation. 



CaTan 



1,256 



9 persons have 2 guns each, one has 3, one 
has 5, and one (A. Saunderson, of Castle 
Saunderson) has 12. 



Donegal 



446 



8 persons have 2 guns each, one has 44. 
This return is suspicious. It states that 
William Pearson, of Ardara House, has 
78 stand of unserviceable, and 2 of ser- 
viceable, yeomanry arms ; and yet in the 
2nd return, hereafter noticed, we find 
<< James Pearson, of Ardara, barony of 
Banagh, has 81 registered yeomanry 
guns, and A. R. Stewart, of Ards Housey 
barony of Kilmaerenan, has 23 registered 
yeomanry guns." Both returns are signed 
by James Cochran, Clerk of the Peace, 
on the 9th March, and the discrepancy 
requires immediate explanation. 



Down 



1,244 



3,618 



23 persons have 2 guns each, three have 3 
guns each, one has 4, one has 5, and one 6. 

This return specifies the baronies in which 
the guns are registered. 
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Counties. 


Yeomanry 
Gum. 


Observations. 


Fermamgh 


835 


2 persons have 2 guns each. 


KUdare ... 


69 


2 persons have 2 guns each, one has 3, and 
one (Benjamin Lefroy, £sq^ of Garden^ 
town) has 40 muskets — a number requir- 
ing explanatioa. This return gives the 
names of all parties who have registered 
one or more yeomanry muskets. 


Kilkenny... 


22' 


One person has 2 muskets. 


King's Co. 


95 


Two persons hove 2, one has 3, one has 4, 
one (John Armstrong, of Kilclare) has 5, 
and one (John Feehan, of Clara) has 15. 


Leitrim ... 


401 


Four persons have 2 guns each. 


Longford... 


88 


Two persons have 2 g^ns each, one (Arthur 
J. Kingston, of Mosstown, barony of 
Rathcline,) has 72 — a number requiring 
immediate explanation^ 


Meath ... 


107 


Five persons have 2 guns each. 


Monaghan . 


268 


Seven persons have 2 guns each, one has 4. 


Sligo 


263 


Five persons have 2 muskets each, one 
(William Graham, of Ardnaglass) has 
12, one (Charles R. O'Hara, of Annagh- 
more) has 20, and one (Arthur B. Cooper, 
of Cooper-hill) 70. The two hist num- 
bers should be explained. 


Tipporary . 


50 


There are 60 yeomanry carbines in posses- 
sion of Earl Glengal, Caher Castle, an 
excessive number, in dangerous custody, 
and an unsafe place. This requires 
explanation. 


Tyrone ... 


688 


Four persons have 2 guns each, one has 4, 
one (Sir Thomas Staples, Queen's Coun- 
sel, of Lissen) has 12, and one (John 
M'Key, of Pomeroy) has 13. 




2,886 
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CoaniiM. 


Teomanrj 
Oiina. 


ObMrraUoiif. 


Westmeath 


196 


Ten persons have 2 stand each, one has 3, 
one (John T. Barlow, Esq., of Moate) 
has 12, and one (Sir Richard Levinge, 
of Knockdrin Castle) has 14. 


Wexford... 


329 


Seven persons have 2 stand each, one has 3. 


Wicklow,.. 


642 


Nineteen persons have 2 stand each, four 
have 3 each, two have 4 each, one has 5, 
and one (R. G. Cunningham, sen., of N. 
T. Mount Kennedy) has 20. 


From > 
page 166 3 

sa"'::: 

Tn other > 
places 3 


1,067 

3,618 

2,886 
63 

214 






7,848 


Total registered guns, specified as yeo- 
manry guns. 



SECOND BETUKN. 



List of Persons who have registered over Twenty Stand 
of Arms each* 

The second Eetum is of persons who have registered 
more than 20 stand of arms each. The returns, in many 
cases, are improperly defective ; stating the names, but not 
the numbers of arms. The only full returns are from the 
Queen's County and Deny. 
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Here are 844 stand of arms specified, many of them 
being double-barrels. FiA^-three persons are stated to bave 
over 20 stand each. Taking them at the avera^ of those 
whose arms are specified, namely — 33 each, we have 1,749 
arms under this nead, which, added to the 844 specified, 
give 2,693 stand of arms in the hands of 78 persons. We 
recommend that fuller returns should be moved for, sped- 
fying, 1st, the names and residences of all persons who 
have, each, registered more than one stand of arms, of any 
kind ; 2ndly , now many arms of each class, (guns, pistol^ 
swords, &c.,) each of ihe persons so described has r^s^ 
tared ; 3dly, wherever one person has re^tered more t£an 
10 stand of arms, of any kind, whether any, and what, 
reason was entered on the registry books to account for the 
possession of such arms. 

Signed, on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 

THOMAS DAVIS, 
Ch^iirman. 

27th May, 1844. 



Pricey Id, — Weight under \oz. 

To be purchased from J. Bbowns, 36, Nassau-street, or fyom James 
DuFpy, 25, Anglesea^street, by whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. Browne, Printer, 86, NasMU-street. 



SECOND REPORT 

OF THE 

PARLIAMENTARY PETITION COMMITTEE 

07 TH£ 

LOYAl NATMAl REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

ON 

LORD ELIOT'S REGISTRATION BILL. 



Your Cominittee having, in their former Beport, submitted 
such observations on the qualification clauses of the pro- 
posed measure as occurred to them, have, on this occasion, 
confined themselves to the sections of the bill which are 
intended to regulate the registration of voters ; considering 
those which rdate to polling, to the effect of the register 
at the poll, and to Election Committees iq the House of 
Commons, of sufficient importance to form the subject 
matter of a distinct report. In order to save time and 
facilitate publication, the several observations which have 
been made have been condensed, as far as was thought 
consistent with making them sufficiently iatelligible ; but 
a£i the details and forms of registration proposed are par- 
ticularly complicated, your Committee deem it advisable 
(before going into the objections to the bill which, is 
taken with some variations firom an English Act of the 
1 2c 



176 SECOND REPORT ON 

last session, 6th & 7th Vic, c. 18,^ to give a slight outline 
of the mode of registration which it provides, for the bene- 
fit of such persons as may not have time or opportunity to 
examine its several enactments and provisions. 
COUNTY In the first place, then, for the purpose of forming lists 
*^ioNf^' of electors of counties, each clerk of the peace is to 
g^ jg make out, on or l^fore the 1st of June in this year, 
according to a form ^ven by the bill^ alphabetical lists of 
aU persons registered under the Reform Act within eight 
years previous to the 1st December ensuing, in respect of 
property situate wholly or in part in each barony, with 
the dates and particulars of their registration annexed. 
Sec. 19. He is then to get printed a sufficient number of forms 
of precepts, notices, hsts, and tables, according to forms 
also given; and on or before the 1st June, annually, he is 
to make and eause to be delivered to the lugh constable of 
every barony within his county, his precept, together with 
a sufficient number of the prescribed forms of notices, lists, 
and tables ; and further, he is, in this year, to deliver also 
therewith a sufficient number of copies of the parts of ihe 
lists of persons now registered relating to the barony ; and 
in each succeeding year, he is to make out, and deliver to 
each high constable, together with the printed forms of 
notices, a sufficient number of copies of such part of the 
Sec. 20. register of voters then in force as shall relate to his 
^uef to ' barony. The seve»d high constafofes are thai, on or be- 
Sn^uSn**^ fore the 5th June bk this year, to puHkh a notice, caUmg 
requiring on all pefsouB entitled to vote (as well by r^stration 
cS.^ under the Beform Act, as otherwiite), in respect of a&y 
property situate wholly or in papi yritiiia each barony, 
who sh^ll not be upon the lists of voters, or who sheU not 
retain the same qualification or continue in the dame place 
of abode as described in the list^ and who mi^ wish to 
register under the proposed act, to detit^er or seAd in^ on 
or before the 5th of the ^isuii]^ Jttly^ a notice in writing, 
signed by them, of ihm ckdm to vote^ and every such per^ 
son, as also eve^ person already regist^ed, who may mA 
to make a new cliadin, must, on or before Uie 5th July, deliver 
or send to the high constable, a notice of his ckim, signed 
by the claimant, according to a form pointed out hf tl« bill. 
In e9Ch succeeding yeiar, the high coftetable of ev^evy 

i 
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barony is to publish ft notice, signed by him, according to 
u ibrm also given, requiring all peirsons entitled to vote, in 
respect of any property situate wholly or in part in his 
barony, who shall not be tipon the re^ster of vot^s then 
in force; and also all persons upon it not retaining the 
eame quaJificaition fyr place of abode, and who wish to be 
placed on the raster about to be made, to ^ve or send to 
the high constable, on or before the 5th July, then next, a 
notice in writing, signed by them, of their claim to vote; 
and such persons are to send in their claims accordingly in 
the given form. 

The several high constables, having received the various Ig^j^^i-^jj. 
claims, are required, on or before the 16th Jnly, annually, stawesto 
to make out, acccording to a ^ven form, alphabetical SSSawiS! 
iists of the claimants, described as in the claims; and if *^- 
the high constable should have reasonable cause to believe 
that any one in any such list, or in the list of those regis- 
tered under the Reform Act, is not entitled to be regis- 
tered, or is dead, he sh^ll write the word ^' objected," or 
** dead," before the name of such person in the list. He 
is then to get a sufficient number of those lists, with the 
marginal additions written or printed ; and sign and pub- 
lish them on or before the 19th July ; and also keep copies 
of such Ksts for inspectioti; and deliver copies at a fixed sects. 28, 24, 
rate to any one who may apply : and claimants and regis- 
tered voters may inspect poor-rate books, and make extracts 
therefrom, for any purpose relating to any claim, or to any 
objection, which every registered voter is empowered to 
make to persons xegistered or claiming to be re^stered, on 
giving, on or before the 7th August, to the high constat 
ble, a notice, pointed out in the bill, and giving to the 
person objected to, or causing to be left at his abode, a 
form of notice also given, or to the like effect, signed by 
the objector. 

The several lists of claimants so made out for each See. 22. 
barony, as before mentioned, and the part of the register 
relating thereto, is to be deemed the list of voters for such 
barony, for the purpose of registration under this bill. 

For the purpose of forming a register of persons entitled ^^^^^_ 
to vote for cities and boroughs, the clerk of the peace', tion. 
acting in or for any city or borough returning a riiember, cierk ofihe 
3 



178 SECOND RBPOBT ON 

wMMMiiBt on or before the Irt June in this year, is to make out an 
to pmin* alphabetical list of all persons registered within eight years 
Uiti of per- preyiQiia to the ensuing Ist December, under the Sdbnn 
Act, in respect of the mhabitancy of houses of the yearly 
Yslue of £5, or of the occupation of premises of the yearly 
value of £10, situate within the dt^ or borou^, with the 
dates and particulars of their respective registries annexed; 
and another tdphabetical list of all other persons (except 
fireemen) registered under the Beform Act within the above 
period, with similar dates, &c.; and a third like list of free- 
men registered under the Eeform Act within the above 
period ; and in each of the next succeeding seven years he 
IS, in a similar manner, on or before 1st June, to make out 
lists of all persons registered under the Beform Act within 
eight years previous to the Ist December then next ensu- 
ing. 
p^J^^s^- lie must then cause to be printed a sufficient number of 
fomu, and foHus of uotices and lists according to forms given by the 
F^*«*."^ bill, and must make, and cause to be delivered to the town 



^^**'** ^ derk of every such city or borough, his precept in writing, 



(according to a form also given,) and also a sufficient number 
of the printed forms of notices and lists. 
Sec S9. The town clerk is then, on or before the 5th June, each 
year, to publish a notice in writing, (to be published as the 
bill directs,) stating that no person will be entitled to have 
his name inserted in the list of voters for the city or 
borough, in respect of the inhabitancy of a £5 house, or 
occupation of £10 premises, imless he shall pay on or 
before the 5th July, then next ensuing, "all poor rates, 
and borough rates, and paving, watchmg, lighting, and 
cleansing rates," payable in respect of the premises, pre- 
viously to the 5th January then last past. 
To^dCTk ^^y *^® purpose of enabling the town clerk to make out 
empowered the list of votcrs, upou request made to any collector of 
rateiHXJks. the abovc ratcs, or to any officer having custody of the 
rate books, he is to have free liberty to inspect the same, 
and to make extracts, and every such collector, within two 
days after the 5th July in each year, is to make out and 
deliver to the town clerk a list, containing the name and 
abode of every person who shall not have paid, on or before 
the 6th July, all such rates within tibe collection of such 

4 
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- colleetor, which shall have become payable in respect of 
' the aforesaid premises up to the 5th January then next 
' preceding, which list may be perused by any person with- 
out fee. 

It then becomes the town clerk's duty, on or before the see. si. 
.: 16 th July in each year, to make out according to a pre- to SiS^ut 
!j: scribed form an alpnabetical list of all persons entitled to J^^^J^e^ 
: vote in respect of the inhabitancy of houses of the clear *o vote. 
:. yearly value of £5, or of the occupation of premises of the 
i clear yearly value of £10, or upwards, within the city or 
: borough ; and another such list of all other persons (except 
■ freemen) entitled to vote by any other right ; and a third 
; similar list of freemen ; and in this, and each of the next 
I seven years he is to insert in such lists, all persons in the 
t several lists delivered to him by the clerk of the peace, 
with the dates of their registries under the Reform Act, 
: each in the proper list according to the nature of the fran- 
chise. But in making out the lists he is to omit frova. the 
first-mentioned all such as shall not, on or before the 5th 
: July preceding, have paid all the above-mentioned rates 
] payable to the 5th January then last past, and from the 
two latter he is to omit all such forty-shilling freeholders, 
I freemen, and others entitled to vote by any right which 
now requires residence, as shall not have resided for six 
months within the city or borough, or within seven miles 
of the usual place of election therein. Each of these lists 
is to be made out with a particularity which will be here- 
after noticed. He is then to sign the lists, and forthwith 
cause a sufficient number of copies of each of them to be 
written or printed, and to publish them on or before the 
17 th July annually, and also keep a copy of each for in- 
spection, without fee, and also deliver copies to all persons 
applying, at a fixed rate- 
In boroughs, persons who have been omitted from the see z% 
lists, pr who may wish to be registered for a different quali- ^^'^ 
fication from that for which they had been registered, shall sons aw to 
give notice to the town clerk according to a form given, 
and the town derk is to make out lists of such claimants 
accordingly. 

Voters already or at any time hereafter registered, or gee. as. 
claimants, may at certain hours each day between the 27th 
5 
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July and the liTth August, inspect the several rate boob 
hereinbefore mentioned, and make extracts therefrom, with- 

scc. 84. out paying any fee ; and any registered voter for such city 
or borough may object to anv other person as not ehtitled 
to be registered on the 18tn July preceding ; ftnd everj 
one 80 objecting, is to give or cause to be given to the 
toum clerk, on or before the 7th August, a notice in a form 
given by the bill, or to the like efltect ; and also give, or 
cause to be left at the abode of the persoh so objected to, a 
notice signed by the person objecting in a form also given. 

Sec. 85. The town clerk is then to make oUt lists of the persons 
Hlm^o^Sd- 80 objected to, and publish them, and sell copies at a fixed 

ed to. to be *-.*„ 
pabllahed. ****'C« 

Sec. 8«. The town clerk or the high constable is to deliver c<)pies 
AcTtodS^ of these several lists to the clerk of the peace, on or before 
IZ^'^ the 10th August. 

p««»- The lists are not to be invalidated by reason of iniperfect 

**• ^- publication, (not being aflSixed in every pUce, pi- for the 

full time reqmred,) but the person chargied with the pub- 

sec. 89. licatioh of it, is to be liable for his neglect or wilfiJ default ; 

and the foUowifag is the provision made to meet the events 

of a total neglect to make out the lists, or a neglect to have 

them posted at any of the places required. 

ifnoHst "In case no list of voters shall have been made oiit for 

fomwto be ^^y barony, city, or borough, in. any year, or in case such 

in fbroe. ]^q^ gj^gjl not havc havc been affixed in any place herlsin- 

before mentioned in that behalf, the list of the registered 

voters for the Same county, city, or borough, made out by 

the clerk of the peace on or before the 1st day of February, 

in this present year, as required by the siaad first recited 

act, (i. e. the Irish Reform Act,) shall in this presepil year, 

so far as respects such barony, city, or borough, aiid in any 

succeeding year, the register of voters for that barony, city, 

or borou^ then in force, shall be taken to be the list of 

voters for that barony, city, or borough, for the year then 

next ensuing, and the provisions herein contaiiied respecting 

any such list of voters, shall be taken to apply to such list 

of registered voters, or i-egister as aforesaid." 

Sec 40. It is then provided that the several clerks of the p^ace 

shall ahiiuaUy, as soon as possible, transmit to ttie respective 

assistant barristers the several lists of the claimants and 
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peraodta ol^eeted to;^ in order that times and places fear 
boldiflKg^ courts of revisicm laay be appointed ; and in tins ^^- ^^' 
year for carrying ont the proyiskms of the act, the Loid 
Lieutenant i& empowered to appoint additional barristers, 
and in this or any other year the assistant-barrister of the ^' ^' 
east riding^ of Cork may appoint a deputy approved of by 
the Lord Lieutenant to assist him. This dqmty, as weU 
9S the deputy of the chairman for the county Dublin, 
acting for the city, and the several additional bairistanB, are 
to be of at least dx years standing, not members of Far* 
liament, nor holding any office of profit onder the crown, 
except that of RecOTder of a city or bopmgh, and to be 
incapable, for eighteeen months after acting, to be dected 
to poiliament for the counties^ cities, or boroughs, for 
wMch they may respectively have act^. 

The bill goes cm to provide, tiiat the asristant-banirter A«^Jt 
of eveiry county shall make a circuit, and hold courts of J^d^te** 
revision at . each of the places which may be fit^m time to of revision. 
time appointed as polling places for such county, (undec 
the subsequent provisioas,) between the 27th Ai^iat and 
8tb October, indusiTe, and ediail give at least ten daya' 
notice belbre holding the first, to the cferk of the peace, 
of the several timeb and jdaoes at whicb the courtd will be 
holden, and of tiie several fanronies, the lists ibr which m 
to be revised at each ; and tioie clerk of the peace is forth' 
with to cause notice to be given by adrertiisiement in one 
or more newspapers circalating within the ooimty, ao&d abo 
to cause a st^cient number of copies of the notice to be 
written or printed, and deliver or send a copy to the high 
eonstsble of erery barony, and reqjtdre him to pixUii^ it^ 
and to attend at tne eonrt of his barony. 

The deiks of the peace acting for dties and borough* ^- ***• 
sore required to publish the notices for holding courts of r^ 
vision for the several cities and boi^ugbs, and fior these oaikf 
seven days' notice need be given. 

The clerk of tire peace of every county is to attend om^^ 
every court of revision to be holden for ms cotiiity, and S^^SS" 
at the opening shaU detHver to the assistant-baarist^ all^^<i<x»- 
the lists of voters for the then current year, with the SSSucSl^ 
marginal addxtious before mentionied, mi the fistd^ cf 
persons objected to for that year; and further, in tiife y€Str> 
7 
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shall attend with and produce all such oriffiiial affidavits 
or affiimadons, as under the present laws ne is required 
to keep or produce at registration sesnons, and in every 
future year shall deliver to the asdstant-barrister one or 
more printed copies of the register of voters then in ibrce 
for the county ; and the several high constables are also to 
attend the several courts relating to their respective baro- 
nies, and to deliver to the assistant-barrister the original 
notices of claim and notices of objection given to hm as 
before mentioned ; and the clerks of the several poor law 
unions within the county are also to attend and prodace^for 
the several districts in which their respective unions or any 
part of them may be situate, all rates made in their seve- 
ral imions, or in every electoral division thereof, between 
the 18th July in the past year and the 18th July in the 
current year ; and these several officers are to .answer on 
oath all such questions as the assistant-barrister may put 
to them, and produce all documents, &c. relating to any 
of the matters before mentioned. 
See. 47. In cities and boroughs similar duties are to be performed, 
and analagous documents are to be produced by the dark 
8e«- «• of the peace and town clerk ; and the collectors of the va- 
rious rates hereinbefore mentioned are to attend the revi- 
sion courts if required, and answer on oath all such ques- 
tions as shall be put to them by the assistant-barrister. 
vS»8 reii- Voters resident out of any of the polling districts of 
dent out of their particular barony, but resident elsewhere in the 
^^to^^ county, may claim to vote at the polling place of the dis- 
_.. ^^ where their place of abode is situate, and such daim, 

under the hand of the claimant, being delivered to the asast- 
ant-barrister and verified, he may msert in the list oppo- 
site to the claimant's name the name of the polling place 
at which such pKBrson shall be registered to vote, and he 
may vote accordingly at any contested election. 
Sects. 60, SI. Claimants whose names have been omitted from the lists 
of claims may (both in counties and boroughs) be regis- 
tered, on proving to the satisfaction of the assistant-barris- 
ter that they gave due notice of claim, and that they 
possessed the requisite qualification on the 16th July pre- 
ceding; such person, however, may be objected to by any 
Sec. 62. registered voter, and the person intending to oppose him 
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shall, before the hearing of such claim, ^ve notice in 
writing to the assistant-barrister of his intention, and shall 
be admitted to do so accordingly without any previous or 
other notice, and shall have the same rights, &c. as to 
costs, appeal, &c. as any other objector. 

At the several courts of revision the assistant-barristers j^^J^. 
are to correct any mistakes which shall be proved to them nater in re- 
to have been made in any Ust, and expunge the name of ^^*"*^""**- 
every x>«T8on whose qualification as stated in any list shall 
be insufficient in law to entitle such person to vote, and 
also the name of every person proved to be dead, and 
wherever the christian name, or the place of abode, or the 
nature of the qualification, or the loc^ or other description 
of the property of any person who shall be included in any 
such list, and the name of the occupying tenant thereof, 
shall be wholly omitted in any case where it is directed to 
be specified, or if any person whose name is included in 
any such list, or his place of abode, or the nature or de- 
scription of his qualification, shall in the judgment of the 
assistant-barrister be insuflEiciently described/t>r the purpose 
of being identified^ or if the date of the registry of any 
person registered under the Beform Act shaUbe omitted, 
the barrister shall expunge the name of every such person, 
unless the matter or matters so omitted or insufficiently de- 
scribed, be supplied to his satisfection before he shall have 
completed the revision of such Kst ; hut whether a person 
be objected to or not^ no evidence is to be g^ven of any 
other qualification than that which is described in the list 
of voters or claims respectively, nor can the barrister change 
the description of qualification in the list, except to define 
it more accurately. In case of any objection^ when the ob- 
jector shall appear by himself or by some one on his behalf, 
and shall prove that the proper notices were given, the 
assistant-barrister shall require proof that the person ob- 
jected to was entitled on the preceding 16th July, and in 
case this shall not be proved to his satisfaction, or in case 
it shall be proved that such person is then incapacitated by 
law or statute fix)m voting, the name is to be expungea. 
Persons, however, at present registered, and those who S^J^. 
at any ftiture registry shall appear to have been registered der Reform 
under the Reform Act within eight years previous to the ^iJli^ 
9 2d 
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dwSSta.™" ^** December in any future year, shall be prima facie en- 
titled under the proposed bill. And when the qualifiealion 
of any such person shall be in respect of any property, the 
sufficiency in value of such property shall not be questioned 
during the said period, imless it be first shown that he hath 
ceasea to hold or occupy, as the case may require, some 
part of the property in right whereof he was so registered ; 
and that a certificate, or in default of its production an 
affidavit of registry granted or made imder the said act, 
shall, for the purposes of the register to be formed in this 
present year, be evidence of such former registration, and 
of the date thereof; and that the appearance of the name 
of any person, with the date of his registry annexed thereto, 
in the register in force in any succeeding year, shall be evi- 
dence of the registration of such person under the said re- 
cited act, and of the date of such former re^tration ; and 
provided also, that when and as the said period of eight 
years shall have elapsed in each case, or when the same 
will elapse previous to the first day of December then 
next, the assistant-barrister shall expunge the date of re- 
gistry annexed in the list to the name of the person whose 
registry under the provisions of the said act shall have so 
expired or will so expire ; and where any person whose 
name appears in any list of voters for any county shall be 
objected to on the ground of having changed his place of 
abode, without having made a fresh claim, the name of 
such a person may be retained, if he, or some person on his 
behalf^ shall prove that he possessed on the 16th July pre- 
vious the same qualification in respect of which he had re- 
gistered, and shall also supply his new place of abode, 
which is to be put into the hst. 
Sec. M Power is ^ven to the assistant-barrister to adjourn any 

alioSn court of revision firom time to time, and firom one place to 
I court, &c another ; but no court is to be held after the 8th October. 
He is also empowered to administer oaths; but at such 
courts no person is to be attended by coimsel. The bar- 
rister, in deciding on claims and objections, is to have the 
same powers, and to proceed in the same manner, as under 
the Keform Act, except that the claimant is not to be 
required to verify his title by affidavit after adjudica- 
tion. 

10 
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An appeal is given to the Court of Exchequer Chamber, . ^^f *'• 
commo^j known as the Court of Error, with this difference 
from its ordinary constitution, that for the purposes of the 
proposed act oidy seven of the judges are required to sit, 
instead of nine. The appeal, however, is given on material 
points of law only. 

The a{)peal must be by giving notice in writing, stating ^ow ^peai 
the decision appealed against, and on the same day on made, and 
which the decision is pronounced ; and the assistant-bar- ^2^? ^ 
rister is not obliged to receive it, unless he thinks it rea- J^^" ^ 
sonable and proper so to do. The barrister is then to thereto. 
state in writing the &cts and evidence, his decision on the 
whole case, and the particular points. He must read his 
statement to the appellant in open court, and sign it. The 
appellant, or some one on his behalf, must then write and 
and sign a declaration of appeal. The barrister must then 
endorse the statement with the particulars of the county 
and polling districts, or city and borough, to which it 
relates, with the christian name and surname of the ap- 
pellant and respondent, and then sign and date the en- 
dorsement, and deliver the statement and endorsement to 
the appellant, and a copy thereof to the respondent. 

The party in whose favour the decision has been, is to r^^J?* 
be respondent ; but if there be none such, or if he should ents. 
decline, the barrister may name any person interested in 
the appeal who may consent, or he may name any high 
constable or town-clerk. 

If the barrister should tiiink that any number of appeals sec. n. 
turn on the same point or points of law, he may declare SS^^ 
that they ought to be consolidated in a manner pointed ^^'^ 
out. 

The decision of the Exchequer Chamber is made equally s««. w. 
binding on all parties named in such consolidated appeal. 

In case all or any of the parties to such consoudated 
appeal, shall enter into any agreement as to the mode of co^uitwi 
contributing to the costs, this maybe made a rule of any of app^ 
the superior courts ; and if the appeal be not duly prose* 
cuted or answered, such court may give any party or parties 
interested therein the conduct thereof on such terms as it 
may think fit* 

11 
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A person may object. to be a party, or to be bound by 
such consolidation appeal, but in that case he is to be liable 
to pay costs to the other party, and not to be entitled to 
receive any unless the exchequer chamber otherwise ord^. 
See. 59. Thc assistant-barrister in his discretion may award costs 
cwto- . ^ Q^ against claimants or objectors, to an extent of twenty 
shillings, and the order may be made in any case, notwith- 
standing any party shall have given notice of his intention 
to appeal, the order for paym^it being only suspended to 
abide the event, unless tne court of appeal should other- 
wise direct. But there is to be no appeal in respect only 
of any order for payment of costs ; and when the assistant- 
barrister shall have made any order for the payment of costs, 
he is not to hear or admit proof of any other objection, or 
notice of objection, made or signed by the same person, 
until the sum of money so ordered to be paid, be paid to 
theperson entitled, or deposited for him with the barristen 
See. eo. Tne revised lists of voters are to be transmitted to the 
toStea^ derk of the peace, who is to copy them into a book, ao- 
mitted. cording to an arrangement pdntcd out by the bill, and he 
is to sign and deliver ih» book or books on or before the 
1st November to the sheriff of the county, to be kept in 
the sheriff's office. 
s^ciB.«i,ei. I^ borouffhs, the acting derk of the peace is to deliver 
the books thus made out to the returning officer, and the 
books thus prepared are to constitute to register for one 
year, between the last day of November and the first day 
of December in the succeeding year. 
Sects. 67, 68, The bill directs that the expenses of clerks of the peace and 
^penaesof returning officers, high constables, and town clerks, shall be 
derks^the provided for by grand jury presentment sessions, the a8si&* 
provided ' tant banisters at the courts of revision for the respective* 
^^' bajronies and boroughs being empowered to give a certifi- 

cate signed by them of the sums to be allowed for such 
expenses. 
Sects. 70, 71. Additional salary is provided for assistant-barristers, and 
the chairman of the county of Dublin, for the duties im- 
posed on them under the bill, such salaries to be paid out 
of the consolidated fimd, as also remuneration for the de- 
puties and additional barristers to be employed on the first 
revision. 

12 
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The bill goes on to direct that appeals are to be heard by ^ ^^'^' 
the Court of Exchequer Chamber, constituted as hereinbe- 
fore mentioned, in such manner and form, and subject to 
8uch rules and regulaticms, as the court shall &om time to 
time direct ; and every appellant who shall intend to prose- see. 73. 
cute his appeal shall, witlun the first four days in Michael- ^^^ ®^ 
mas term next aft^ the decision, transmit to the clerk of 
the errors the statement in writing, signed by the assistant* 
barrister, which the proposed act directs to be made in case 
of an appeal, and shall at the same time give or send a 
notice signed by him, stating therein his intention to pro- 
secute the appeal, and shall also give or send a notice signed 
by him to the respondent of sudi his intention, and upon 
this the derk of tne errors is immediately to enter the ap- 
peal in a book kept for the purpose. 

As soon as possible after the fourth day of Michaelmas gj^^- ^^-^ 
term, one or other of the Chief Justices, or the Chief Baron, the co^of 
is to make arrangements for hearing the appeals, and to ''^^^^' 
appoint certain days, either in term or vacation, for hearing 
them, and to give public notice thereof; and unless the 
coiurt shall have given the conduct of the appeal to any 
person, no i^ppeal shall be heard, unless notice shall have 
been given to the clerk of the errors in the manner directed, 
nor shall any appeal be heard in any case in which the re^ 
spondent shall not appear, unless tlie appellant shall prove 
that due notice was given to the respondent ten days at 
least before that arnxnuted for the hearing ; but the court 
may postpone the hearing, in case they should think that 
there had not been reasotiable time to give such notice. 

It has been already mentioned that no appeal is given on see. re. 
questions of factf neither Can th^e be any upcm the admis- bJ'S^ttS^ 
sibility or effect of any evidence o:^ admission adduced ov 
made to establish any matter of fact merely ; but if the 
court of appeal should think that the barrister's statement 
is not sufficient to enable them to decide on the law, they 
may remit it to him to be more ftilly stated. 

£very decision of the court of appeal is to be final on sec. 77. 
the p<nnt of law decided upon, and to be Knding upon ^^o? ap- 
every committee appointed to tr^ any election petition. JSSte^of 
Whenever any decision of the assistan1>-barrister shall lawflnai. 
have been reversed or altered by the Exchequer Chtunber, Rc^i^?io 
13 
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u altered notice is to be ^ven to the slieriff or returning office re- 
d^Slto^^ spectiyelj, under the hand of the derk of the errors, which 
^^^ *^ snail specify the alterations or corrections to be made ; and 
upon receipt of this the sheriff or returning officer shall 
alter or correct the register accordingly, and sign his name 
opposite to every sucn alteration or correction, and shall 
keep every such notice, and hand it over to his successor, 
together with the register. 
s«- w. It is further provided, that a cojry of any order or ded- 



I to Aon of the court of appeal, purporting to be signed by tiie 

be endence. ^^^.j^ ^£» errors, shall be sufficient evidence without proof of 

his signature. 

Sec. 80. The pending of an appeal at the time of issuing the 

p^^not writ, is not to affect the right of voting of the person ap- 

To^lg!^ pealed against, and the subsequent decision of it is not to 

alter or affect in any way the poll taken at the election. 

Sec. 81. The court of appeal may give costs according to its dis- 

Ai^^ cretion, and these, as well as the costs or fines ordered to be 

paid by the assbtant^barrister, are to be recovered on the 

warrant of any justice of the peace, made upon proof that 

a time copy of the order for costs had been served upon or 

left at the usual place of abode of the person directed to 

pay them, and that the amount had been demanded, and 

that he had neglected or refused to pay it, such sum of 

money, together with the costs of the warrant, to be levied 

by distress and sale ; and it is provided that no certiorari 

or other process shall issue to remove any such order or 

warrant. 

Your Committee have thus endeavoured briefly to sketch 
an outline of the provisions of this bill from the 18 th to 
the 82nd clause, respecting registration and appeal. This 
condensed statement, in "miich they have chiefly aimed at 
clearness, for the purpose of conveying a general idea of 
the plan of registry operations proposed, is iU calculated to 
give an adequate impression of the complicated, obscure, 
and wordy mass which has been compiled for le^lation in 
those clauses, very much more numerous than me sections 
devoted to the same objects in the Irish Reform Act itself. 
But your Committee trust that the detail they have thus 
given will assist those who may read this Report, in their 
consideration of the observations which have occurred to 

14 
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your committee to offer upon the scheme of registration 
sought to be enacted. By a clause to which your com- 
mittee have not yet adverted, namely, the 14th, it is 
proposed that the entire of the provisions of the Irish 
Keform Act relating to the registration of voters for the 
several counties, cities, towns, and boroughs in Ireland, 
and the right of appeal by any rejected claimant, shall be 
utterly swept away. 

It must be recollected, that the system of registration 
upon proof of the voter's franchise viva voce in open court, 
at the general sessions of the peace in Ireland, which the 
Irish Keform Act adopted, was established at the same time 
with the grant of Catholic Emancipation in 1829. The act 
of the 10th Geo. IV. c. 28, (which passed'conjointly with 
the Emancipation Bill,) contained the original of that plan 
of registration, which the Irish Beform Act only followed 
with enlargements and amendments. Begistralion at the 
quarter sessions courts was of imuch older date : it was 
instituted by the Irish parliament a hundred years back. 

That parliament also, in instituting the jurisdiction of 
the assistant-barristers had annexed it to the sessions 
courts. A series of acts expanded the principle and prac- 
tice of registration at sessions, and improved the constitu- 
tion and administration of the courts. Those enactments 
have subsequently, from time to time, been followed out, 
until at length those tribunals have become institutions 
of the highest importance in our local affairs : thev have 
grown with, and into, the habits of our people. At Ses- 
sions all the principal local business is transacted, at con- 
venient intervals; and the various sorts of business, grouped 
together as they are there, are the more readily and con- 
veniently despatched. The system is suited to the home 
habits of our population, and even recent legislation has 
followed out the principle, providing for the fiurther sub- 
division of the sessional districts, and the distribution of 
the courts ; advancing justice nearer and more frequentiy 
to each man's door. 

Upon such courts has our system of registration been 

engrafted ; and we must look to the period at which, and 

the circumstances imder which, it was settled upon its 

present footing. It was fixed at the moment, when the 
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most remftrkable act of persoud digfirBQoliisnneiit and con- 
fificatioii of vested rights, known in our times, (the anni- 
hilation of the county forty-shilling freehold franchise,) 
was effected; and without the express call of the people of 
Ireland for a chaa^e in this respect (and we need not 
say, that no desire for suoh a change exists^, no att^npt 
ought to be made to int^ere with their priyilege of ^si/zr- 
terly registration at their sessions of the peace as now 



Yet a bill is now brought forward which is to interfere 
with habits so tormei — ^to deprive the people of opportu- 
nities and conveniencies which long experience had proved 
so well suited to th^ wants; and for what? — for the 
purposes of assimilation to a new and idmost untried En- 
glish practice ; establishing an additional call upon the time 
and attendenoe of the voters and theii* witnesses; and 
that at a season of the year most unopportune and in- 
convenient. 

The single sessions to be thus limited, in lieu of the 
four periods at which the people have, at i>resent, a liberty 
of establishing a right to a voice in the national representa- 
tion, is fixed for a time between the 27th August and 8th 
October, a period hitherto reserved to our agricultural po- 
pulation for their harvest work; the sumro^ assises must 
have terminated before it begim, and the Michaelmas ses- 
sions could not have commenced. In this interval it is pro- 
posed, that every person in the community having, or 
derirous of having, a vote, shall be rendered liable to be 
dragged, annually, to a re^stration court. Tlie claimant ia 
no longOT, as heretofore, to be allowed to choose his con- 
venient time; he is no longer to have the advantage of 
coming forward at periods when his. friends and witnesses 
have other public calls to the Same court; but he is com- 
manded out at a time when th^y are sure to have other, and 
their most important work on hands at home. Besides this, 
the whole space from Ae 1 st of June to t*ie 2Tth of August 
is filled with expensive and complicated details rf pre- 
paration for the registration sessions, in which the whole 
constituency and officials of every eoimty are to be annually 
®^g«K^^> for tb© investigation and re-investigation of every 
voters right. 
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By such meacns, not only the origmal acquisition, but 
even the retention of the ftanchise muflt be rendered so 
burthensome and precarious, that its value will be seriously 
prejudiced, and its existence hazarded; and it is quite 
evident, (and this may be demonstrated in numerous in* 
stances,) that most undue facility is giyen to the. wealthy 
and powerful to harrass, intimidate, and strike off the 
humbler and unsustained voters. It is not to be forgotten 
that in matters of r^istration, Ireland had long taken the 
lead of England. £i fict England had no registration 
until 1832; annual registration and revision were then 
adopted, for the first time, and new tribunals were estab- 
lished for effecting the object. In the course of the 
eleven years which followed, complaints were made, and 
various proposals were brought forward for the amend* 
ment of the system. At length, in the course of last 
year, (in May, 1843), a new bill was carried, remodelling the 
English registry courts, altogether altering the practice, the 
forms, and many of the principles of their action, and erect* 
ing a completely new jurisdiction in a com*t of appeal-— *an 
appeal to the Court of Common Pleas at Westminster, in 
a mode and under restrictions heretofore altogether imtried 
and unknovm. 

Such is the measure which, under the pretext of assi* 
milation, and as if it were a boon, Lord'Ehot has now put 
himself forward to force upon the people of Ireland. There 
has scarcely as yet been time to obtain any information or 
returns to test the working of this new experiment in 
England ; and yet an Anglo-Irish secretary (httle scrupu- 
lous at any time about the value of our native institutions) 
takes a most prominent part in proposing it for our imr 
mediate adoption ; whilst assimilation in matters of tried 
utility is ri^dly denied, although loudly called for by the 
people of this country. But as happens in most instances 
of the kind, perfect assimilation is not thought of, or prac- 
ticable ; and accordingly we have here a departure from 
the model in several essential particulars. The court of 
first instance, the court of appeal, and the subordinate 
ministerial officers all dififer, and as we proceed we can point 
out many other particulars, in which great discrepancies 
exist. 
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Lord EIiot*8 proposed system of r^istration for Ireland 
is taken (as has been already observed) from the English 
act of last session, 6 & 7 Vic, c. 18, which it follows with 
great apparent minuteness: but there are modifications; 
and hence it will be proper to divide our remarks into two 
classess :-^lst, in relation to those objectionable matters 
• which are identical in the new English statute and in the 
bill proposed for Ireland; 2ndly, as regards those par- 
ticulars m which the part of the bill to whidi our attentionis 
at present directed varies from its model, the new En^h 
statute. 

A most objectionable laxity prevails in the wording of 
the clauses of that act (and consequently of this bill) 
throughout. The provisions respecting notices of claim 
will iUustrate this. 

The 20th clause requires the county chumants to deliver 
or send ^^ a notice in writing by them signed^ of their claim 
to vote." 

The provision of the Irish Keform Act was, that every 
person mtending to apply, should ^^give or cause to he 
ffiveUf a notice in writing of such his intention.*' 

A notice of which the claimant miaht afterwards approve^ 
ought clearly to be sufficient, ana if that were the in- 
tention of the bill, the simple language of the Eeform Act 
ought not to have been departed from. 

If it were intended either to impose an educational test, 
or a means of identification, the words " in their (or his) 
own hand writing," should have been added. Would Sig- 
nature by a marksman, or by another under the claimant's 
order, suffice? Hair-«plitting objections to the forms of 
notices, where notice is substantially given, are most vex- 
atious and fiivolous. Objections for want of a signature, or 
to the form of signature, would abound under such an 
enactment. 

But strange to say, in the clause relating to borough 
claimants the language is changed; there the firamers say, 
"give or cause to be given," &c., a notice; so that signa- 
tures are to be required in coimties at large, but dispensed 
with in boroughs ! It may well be asked. Is there design 
in this? 

The clauses directing that parties are to send in claims 
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are so worded as to make it appear that parties ceasing to 
hold any (the minutest) portion of the projjerty out of 
which they may have registered shall lose their firanchise, 
although they may retam so much of such property as 
would be sufficient to confer it : as persons disposing of 
portions of their property, persons mortgaging, &c. &c. ; 
for persons who " sh^l not retain the same qualification/' 
are to be called on to send in new claims. 

In the form of notice required fi'om claimants new com- 
plications are introduced. * Amongst other things, " street, 
lane, or other like place in the barony, and number of 
house (if any) where property is situate." The for- 
mal objections at present prevailing against notices are 
sufl&ciently numerous and harrassing; but no measure 
hitherto introduced on the subject of registration re- 
quired the numbers of the houses in claimants' notices. 
In the metropolis and other places, where legal provisions 
exist for numbering, even in old streets, confusion fre- 
quently exists in this respect ; in the new streets, and 
still more in the various outlets daily springing up, and 
in the country towns, where some houses are numbered, 
some not, &c., great difficulties would be created ; — ^yet here 
is a peremptory requirement. Possibly, it was meant for 
" number (if any) of the house ;" but the words are " num- 
ber of the house (if any)." Perhaps a general enactment, 
declaring that no omissions but such as are calculated to 
mislead should vitiate the notice, might with advantage 
be introduced. Your Committee are further of opinion, 
that a more extensive mode of publication should be pro- 
vided for, than that required by the 36th clause of the bill. 

Another most objectionable provision introduced here 
(from the English law) is, that of setting up the officer 
who has charge of making out the lists for revision, (in 
English counties, the overseer of the parish, in Irish coun- 
ties, the high constable of the barony,) as a general " Ob- 
jector." The power to add (whether in a list of registered 
votes to be revised, or a list of claimants) the word " dead" 
before the name of any person whom the officer shall have 
reasonable cause to believe to be dead^ might not be objec- 
tionable ; and^even a power of " objecting," confined to spe- 
cific grounds of objection, within the knowledge of the 
19 
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officer, or which he ^^ shall have reasonable cause to believe," 
might perhaps be admissible; but this English sjatem, 
which attadies a power without a responsibility, would be 
sure to convert the officer into a partisan, moke him an in- 
strument in the hands of one faction or another, and destroy 
thepublic confidence in his integiity. 

The extent to which vexatious opposition might be car- 
ried imder such a system may be judged of from the fol- 
lowing considerations : — 

Ist. A restored voter may be driven to prove his whole 
qualification every year by the officer (overseer, or high 
oonstaUe) writing the ^word ^ objected" against his name 
on the lists. 

2ndly. The same burden may be thrown upon him annu- 
ally, by any other person proving that he gave such a notice 
of objection as the act allows, without a shadow of proof 
being offered in support of it. 

3rdly. Although there be no objecti<m to his title, but 
merely an objection on the ground of having changed his 
place of abode without having sent in a fresh notice of 
daim, the voter must not only supply his true place of 
abode, but also prove that he possesses the same qualification. 

The notices of objection required from parties (other than 
the officer) also appear defective. It may be right to allow 
such persons to object generally, in case of a claimant 
whose case has never been proved or admitted ; but after 
a man has once gone through the ordeal of r^stration, 
and after his name has been enrolled amongst the constitu- 
ency by law entitled, his right ought no longer to be ex- 
posed to cavil. 

A specific objection upon a ground arising subsequent 
to registration ought to be entertained ; but the right of 
making such an objection ought to be given subject to rea- 
sonable restriction, and especially to the two following 
limitations, which are justly mtroduced into the 53rd clause 
of the bill under consideration, though with a narrow appli- 
cation; — Ist. "that the sufficiency in value of the property 
shall not be questioned, unless it be first shown that the party 
hath ceased to hold or occupy some part of the property in 
right of which he was registered;" — and 2ndly, "that 
the sufficiency of his estate merein shall not be questioned, 
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unless it be first shown that the nature of his estate therein 
has altered since he was registered." 

Xiord Stanley's pn^sed measure required the groundd 
of objection to be stated; so did Lord Morpeth's, the latter 
demanding further guarantees besides. 

In the case of a neiv claimant, a general notice of objec- 
tion may be admitted; but your Doxnmittee cannot too 
strongly insist upon the necessity of resisting to the utmost 
every attempt to render liable to contiAU^ litigation the 
proved franchises of the honafide voters, and of protecting 
them by ev^^ form the law will admit, in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of the evidence of their qualifications. 

The 56th clause of the proposed measure empowers the 
assistant-barrister to name the high constable of a barony, 
or the town clerk of a dity or borough, to be respondents 
in certain cases. We do not think such power of appoint- 
ing parties to sustain their own decisions^ should be given 
to the barristers, espedally as the costs of respondents 
in such cases, are, by a subsequent section, to be defrayed 
by the county. 

The 57th clause enables the assistant-barrister to conso- 
lidate appeals, or, in other words, to declare that the same 
point or pcnnts of law arise upon any number of claims or 
objections. We consider this improper, except with the 
consent of the parties, for the ground of the appeal in 
many cases will be, that there is a distinction between 
those and others previously decided; and although, by 
the 58th clause, a claimant may appeal separately, yet in 
such cases he will be liable to pay costs, but not in any 
case be entitled to receive them. 

A law of "costs" is introduced into the system of regis- 
tration for the first time ; and the 59th clause empowers 
the assistant-barrister to award costs, not exceeding twenty 
shillings, against persons making claims^ on its appearing 
to him that they were groundless, or frivolous and vexar 
tious. Your Committee are of opinion that neither claim- 
ants or objectors should in any case be liable to costs on 
ori^nal registration. Persons raisiag objections to voters 
who shall once have been registered, might perhaps fairly, 
when defeated, be rendered liable to pay a sum of not less 
than ten, or more than forty, shillings to the claimant; 
21 
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aad as it may happen that objectors will be persons of 
inconsiderable means, they might in each case of objection, 
before the commencement of the sessions for revision, be 
required to lodge with the clerk of the peace the sum of 
ten shillings towards satisfying the claimant his costs in 
case he should succeed. 

The following reply of Lord Chief Justice Tyndal to 
one portion of a return ordered on the motion of Mr. 
Manners Sutton, seems applicable to this part of the 
subject: — 

" Betum of appeals from the courts of the revising bar- 
risters to the court of common pleas, pursuant to the 6th 
and 7th Vic, c. 18. — (Mr. Manners Sutton, ordered to be 
printed, 7th May, 1844.) 

« 3ni — ^Returns of all orders made by the court of com- 
mon pleas, respecting the payment of the cost of any 
appeab, or of any part of such costs; and the amount of 
the costs of any appeal, so &r as the same can be made out. 

" The court of common pleas have not made any order 
respecting the payment of the costs of any of the appeals 
which have been brought before them, having acted on the 
principle, that when the subject matter of the appeal pre- 
sented a fair and reasonable ground of doubt, eis to the 
legal construction of the statute, and the propriety of the 
determination of the revising barrister, it was not in the 
intention of the legislature that costs should be awarded 
against the unsuccessful party; and as it appeared to them 
that all the cases of appeal which have hitherto been 
brought before them, fell within that description, the 
amount, therefore, of the costs incurred, cannot be ascer- 
tained by the officers of the court." 

N. C. Tyndal. 

A most extraordinary provision as to the appeal pro- 
posed, is, that the revising barrister is only to recdve 
the appeal, " if he thinks it reasonable and proper that 
such appeal should be entertained/'' so that it is left per- 
fectly discretionary with him to refuse the appeal: there 
is no riffht of appeal, such as the Reform Act gives in Ire- 
land to the rejected claimant; and by the frame of the bill 
the voter already registered may be struck off without any 
remedy existing for nis restoration, 

22. 



LORD ELIOT's registration BILL. 197 

Such a discretion was not ^ven by any measure hitherto 
introduced for Ireland; not even by Lord Stanley's. 

Since the Emancipation and Registry Acts of 1829, the 
Irish people have enjoyed a right of appeal to a jury of 
their country at the assizes in all cases of rejection by 
the barrister on die ground of insufficiency of value ; and 
to the judge in all other cases : and it is now proposed to 
deprive them of this right, and this wholesome controul, 
although there is not the smallest ground for ailing 
that the juries have un£urly admitted claimants, or that 
inconvenience has, in any way, resulted from the practice. 
This appellate system, introduced last year for the first 
time, into England, has many other provisions of great and 
hazardous novelty. 

The appeals are only allowed to be given, 1st., " on any 
point of law material to the result of the case;" 2ndly, 
before the risinff of the court on the same day on which the 
decision shall have been pronounced ; 3rdly, " by notice in 
writing shortly stating the decision;'^ and yet it is provi- 
ded, that " no party or other person shall appear, or be 
attended by counsel." Now, although parties, agents, and 
attomies may be found perfectdy competent to all the short 
and sharp practice which such a law must introduce, there 
is no reason why they should be deprived of the aid or ex- 
perience of counsel when they choose to employ them. K 
any abuse in the practice of counsel in England have led 
to such an enactment as has prevailed there, there is no 
ground for such an exclusion in Ireland ; and the country 
may fairly be appealed to, as to all occasions, either of 
parliamentary or municipal registration, whether Irish coun- 
sel have not demeaned themselves fairly, and with econo- 
my to the public time. 

Your Committee now proceed to the changes from the 
English Act of 1843, which have been introduced into 
Lord Eliot's Bill of 1844, for the special benefit of Ireland. 
One is to have lists specially constructed for the first 
new registration; but the clauses following are so worded, 
that it might be matter of argument whether new claims 
are at all within the provisions of the bill. Clear language, 
at all events, ought to have been used, to shew that new 
claimants were to come forward. Attend to the words 
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in daafle 20— ^all persons entitUd, by virtue of any 
reffistration under said recited act, or otherwise, to vote 
in ^e election of a knight or knights of the shir^ to 
serve in purliament, in respect of any property situate 
wholly, or in part, within said barony, who shall not be 
upon the list of voters registered under the said recited 
act; or, who Ittving been re^stered under the said act, 
shall not retain the same qualification, or continue in the 
same place of abode as desmbed in such list, and who are 
de^roufl to have their names entered in the register about to 
be made/' The 39th clause goes to provide for what is to 
to happen, in case no new list be made out, &c. A clause 
of the Irish fieform Act requires an annual publication on 
the 1st of February : to this the bill resorts; but the daose is, 
in many respects, objectionable in the manner in which it is 
worded^ as in some localities, including Dublin, the derk of 
the peace has been in the habit of publishing, at the termina- 
tion of each year, a list of the persons registered during that 
yewr only ; so that in case of the &tality contemplated in this 
clause, the list of electors would be confined to those regis* 
tered within the year then last past, instead of embracing all 
those registered within eight years, as obviously it ought. 
Besides, it seems to cont^nplate registration having hitherto 
taken place, according to baronies ; whereas, in some coun- 
ties, no such registration has, in fact, hitherto occurred. 

Xq England, separate lists are to be made out for every 
parish and township in counties, and for every parish arid 
township situate wholly, or in part, within the boroughs; 
and the o£Bcers entrusted with the execution of the act, 
are the overseers of the poor in each parish and township* 

For Ireland, baronies (which frequently and genersJly 
consist of several large parishes and parts of parishes) are 
substituted for the ^ parishes and townships" in counties ; 
and in boroughs, no local subdivision whatever is admitted. 
This latter cmuse^ is peculiarly objectionable. 

The choice of the high constable of the barony, instead 
of the psut>ohiai officer, is an important departure from the 
the English Act. 

The high constable is, at each assizes ^ in the appointment 
of Ae grand jury, (6 & 7 William IV. c 116, s. 147,) 
who^it is well, known, are, themselves, the nominees of a 
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^ovemment offioer, the high Aedff for the time bekig ; and 
it is curioue to i^serve that, the summer assizes int-er* 
vening between the commencenabent and tibe close of this 
officer's projected duty, he may be regularly displaced 
whenever he becomes displeasing to his mast^» in the in- 
terval. 

. These high constables are known to employ sub-collect- 
ors to do their business; and the consequence is, that 
frequently the office is (in all but its responsibility) a 
sinecure, doled out among the mere dependants of the 
grand jurors. 

Though they ought to be residents in ther barony 
when elected, yet they, in/act^ generally reside in obscure 
places, known but to few; and are not bound to any 
regular official attendance anywhere, being merely tax 
collectors for a single cess. 

The clerks of petty sessions seem far fitter persons on 
w^hom to have these notices served. 

The appeal proposed in the bill for Ireland, is not to 
any known tribunal, but to what may fivirly be considered 
a new one. It is true, it is ostensibly given to the " court 
of exchequer chamber at Dublin ;" but (by clause 55) it 
is given '^ in the manner hereinafter mentioned," and that 
manner is as follows : — 

Seven of the judges may constitute this court, whereas, 
by the act of 1800, which constituted the actual court of 
exchequer chamber, nine were required to be present. 

The exditequer chamber is a court dealing only with 
matters placed upon record, acting upon writs of error 
only, and according to the course of common law, and 
whose judgment is never final. Here there is to be no re* 
cord — the judges are to frame their own rules and practice* 

There can be little doubt but that the design here is to 
legalize, in some sort, the self-constituted chamber meet- 
ings of judges upon " registey cases reserved," which some 
on the bench have already attempted to designate as an 
^^ exchequer chamber," although their assumed autiiority 
has been steadily denied, and indeed disproved by other 
members of the same learned body. 

The appointment of so large a judicial bod^, composed 
of " seven at least," is not the wisest way of insuring the 
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due exercise of judicial power. A large court, widiout 
appeal from its decision, ruling numerous points, apparently 
of trivial importance in each, has an element of responsi- 
bility so diffused as to be reduced to a very low degree. 

An appeal, lying to the court of exchequer chamber in 
Dublin, must necessarily involve the claimant in the prose- 
cution of his appeal in expense and dela^. The actual exche- 
quer chamber does not often sit, and is seldom without an 
arrear of its ordinary business. It is true, that by the 74th 
section the new court is empowered to set apart certain days 
for hearing appeals under the act ; but this would be a very 
partial remedy for the evil complained of, in as much as in 
fixing the time it may easily be conceived that the conve- 
nience of the claimant would be but little consulted, and 
many obstacles would occur, to prevent the necessary num- 
ber of judges assembling on extra occasions. 

The Clerk of the Errors, to whom the official regulations 
on appeals are proposed to be entrusted, has not hitherto 
been a working officer, and the bill does not contain effisc- 
tive regulations for his guidance. He ought to be obliged 
in some manner to publish the appeals lodged with him 
immediately after the last day for lodging them ; and the 
appeals should be classed according to locality, so that 
those from each county, &c., should be disposed of as 
much as possible together. 

If a satisfactory system of registration were established, 
your Committee are of opinion that the re^ster ought to 
be final, and not to be open to question before a Committee 
of the House of Commons. 

Your Committee, while they maintain the popular title 
to all the conveniencies and advantages of the present 
quarterly registration, and strongly repudiate the inferior 
provisions of the English measure of last session, (which 
was carried through parliament with little observation, and 
is not without some suspicion attached of having been pre- 
pared with the hostile intention of grounding future inroads 
on the Irish franchise, under pretext of assimilation,) do 
not by any means intend to deny that a modified system 
of annval revision^ superadded to quarterly registration^ 
might be resorted to with public advantage. It cannot 
be disputed but that, under the "eight years" clause, 
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a certain proportion of dead men, and persons who have 
lost their francliises, as by bankruptcy, insolvency, assign- 
ment, non-residence, &c. &c., must be on the records, and 
thus, small as the Irish constituencies have become from 
various causes, the number of real voters is still more 
limited. Every fallacious appearance of the kind is mis- 
chievous. Far better would it be for the people^ at all 
times to know and understand the exact number and 
nature of the available popular forces upon the registry. 
No more remarkable corroboration of this assertion could, 
be ofiered than the avowal of the present ministers, in a 
former session of parliament, when taunted with having 
goaded the country with an outcry for an Irish Begis- 
tration Bill while m opposition, and of having long lain 
by, without proposing any such thing, after they had 
reached power ; for they avowed, that, if a Registration 
Bill such as they should propose, (including an annual re- 
vision,) were carried alone, it would demonstrate such a 
diminution of the Irish franchise as it would not be proper 
to exhibit ; that is, they considered it right to keep up the 
ineffectual show of our registry returns, including dead 
men, and lost votes, rather than let the real state of the 
case be seen, which might arouse indignation against the 
grinding system of land-jobbing, intimidation, and op- 
pression, which thins the ranks on the registry. 

By the 53rd clause of the proposed bill the persons now 
on the registry have a prima facie right to be retained : 
this should be extended to persons on the registry at any 
time hereafter; and the objector should be put to prove 
his objection before the voter should be called upon to sup- 
port his right. If this recommendation should be adopted, 
the system of quarterly registration might be with the 
more facility and advantage combined with annual revision, 
as above recommended. 

On the whole, your Committee have to observe, that the 
foregoing provisions, whilst they seem to assimilate the 
law of this country to that of England, as regards regis- 
tration, introduce many insidious distinctions, which are 
calculated to throw obstacles in the way of the bona fide 
claimant, instead of rendering more easy the acquisition of 
the elective franchise, which is already unreasonably diffi- 
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cult ; foid further beg to say, that any BViggestionB which 
have been thrown out for the improvement of the proposed 
bill, are only in contemplation of its being forced into com- 
mittee, being at the same time of opinion, that, taken as a 
whole, and viewing its franchise clauses in conjunction 
with those relating to registration, it is a highly objectioo- 
able measure ; and that uierefore its entire rejection would 
be preferable to its paasing, even with the ameinimentfi 
recommended in this report. 

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 

JOHN L. FITZGERALD, 

Chairman. 
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1.-.STEAM POWER. 

Manufacturing power is two-fold, steam power and 
water power ; the means of their creation in Ireland are 
abundEmt) in the fuel which nature supplies, and in the 
numerous rivers which intersect the country. 

Considerable misapprehensions have existed with regard 
to the supjJly of fuel in Ireland ; «ome parties contending 
that our coal-fields might be made as productive as those 
of England ; and others asserting that we are without any 
adequate supply of that valuable ingredient in manufactu- 
ring prosperity. The truth being, that whilst we must 
yield to the near country, the possession of a vast deal 
more valuable wealth in coal than we possess, we are yet 
supplied with it ourselves, in a de^ee which, when taken 
in connexion with our turf, and with the water power we 
have at command, gives a fair jH'omise of our assuming an 
imposing position as a manufacturing nation. 
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The fuel used in our industrial pursuits, are coal and 
turf. Wood is not used to such an extent as to render 
any mention of it necessary. Ireland, which was the best 
wooded country in Europe, is now probably the most bare. 

Coal. — The coal formation of Ireland extends to all 
the provinces : the districts to the north of Dublin pro- 
ducing bituminous or flaming coal ; and those to the south, 
producing an inferior, but still very valuable, description,* 
called anthracite, which bums without flame. 

Leinster, — ^The coal deposit of Leinster occupies the 
greater portion of the county of Eolkenny, the Queen's 
county, and some part of Carlow. It is bounded on the 
west, east, and south by the rivers Barrow and Nore, which 
run at the base of the Colliery hills. The Tipperary coal 
field is portion of the Kilkenny formation, being separated 
from it only by a narrow neck of limestone. It extends 
twenty miles in length firom Freshford to Cashel, and is 
about six miles in its greatest width. The quantity of 
coal raised in the Leinster district is estimated at 120,000 
tons ar-year, which is sold at 11*. 6rf. per ton for good coal, 
and 4*. per- ton for culm or small coal. The quantity 
raised in the Tipperary portion of the formation is esti- 
mated at about 50,000 tons per year, and is sold at 12*. 
per ton for good coal, and 4*. for culm. 

Munster. — The tract peculiarly termed the Munster coal 
field, is the most extensive development of coal strata in 
the empire, and occupies a considerable portion of Clare, 
Limerick, Cork, and Kerry. Coal mines have been worked 
in all these counties. From the peculiar structure of the 
coal strata, it is not easy to estimate the quantity of coal 
raised. The most extensive collieries are at Duhallow 
(county of Cork). Beds of culm are found in many places 
over the west coasts of Clare, and along the estuary of the 
Shannon. The beds are not thick, though of great extent, 
and the coal is more soft and slaty than that found in Tip- 
perary and Kilkenny. The veins at Duhallow, however, 
are two or three feet thick, and produce excellent coal. 
All the coal above spoken of is anthracite, or non-flaming. 

Ulster. — A small, but valuable, coal field is found in 
Tyrone. The district is divided into Coal Island and 
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Anahone, the latter being a small sub-division. The Coal 
Island is six miles bj two; its area about 7,000 acres. 
The Anahone coal field contains only 320 acres as yet re* 
cognized ; but Dr. Kane is of opinion that its area may be 
much more extensive. The coal here bums rapidly and 
gzyes gi^eat heat. It is excellent coal, easy to be raised, 
and sufficiently abundant in quantity to give promise of great 
prosperity. The thickness of the beds varies from 8 to 2 
feet, and there are 6 beds. From 22 to 32 feet of solid 
workable coal is found within a depth of 120 fathoms; 
an abundance not enjoved in the coal pits of England at so 
convenient a distance from the surface. The collieries are 
at present worked by the Hibernian Mining Company, and 
by private speculation, the latter being found prontable. 

There is a coal district in Antrim of no important mag- 
nitude; the quantity of coal too remaining iu it being 
small.* 

There is a small coal basin in Monaghan of no great 
value. 

Connauffht.-^The Shannon springs from its source in 
the hills of Leitrim, and almost immediately expanding, 
forms Lough Allen ; the hiUs which surround Juough Allen, 
form the important coal field of Connaught; and they 
occupy a considerable part of the counties of Roscommon, 
Sligo, Leitrim, and some portion of Cavan in XJlster. 
The greatest length of the coal district is 16 miles, and its 
greatest breadth the same» The total area is 1 14,000 Irish 
acres. Lough Allen occupies the centre. The limestone 
rock, which is abundant in the neighbourhood, is remark- 
able for rich beds of ironstone, which are also exposed in 
the channel of the river Arigna. There are different beds 
and different kinds of coal in these districts ; but the pros- 
perity of the Connaught coal depends on the three-foot 
coal, the bed containing which, though not thick, is of con- 
siderable extent; the thickness of this coal is rarely less 
than three feet four inches. There are about 5,000 acres 
of the three-foot coal, which, deducting one-fifth for impu- 
rities in the coal, will give at the rate of 7,840 tons per 

* Dr. Kane states a strange fact relative to this mine. In 1770, the 
miners broke into an old gallery, the walls of which were lined with spar of 
very great age» and ancient mining tools were found there. — Kane, p. 14. 
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acre; and will leave upwards of 30,000,000 of tons of coal, 
which may be raised out of the southern and western diyi- 
sions of the district* Collieries are at work on the threo- 
ibot coal, but inefficiently; and the speculation of the 
Arigna Company has not tended to deyelope the treasures 
contained in the coal mines, or to increase the prosperity of 
the neighbourhood. 

The expense of raising the coal is estimated by Mr. 
Griffith at 4s. by the ton at the mouth of the pt. The 
northern portion of this district is as yet without any thick 
bed of coals being recognized; several thin beds have be^, 
however, found. The eastern portion consists of Slieve 
Neeran, (the iron mountain,) and differs but little firom the 
eastern and western portion, and contains three beds of 
coal of great extent: it is thinner coal, and the strata are 
broken. 

The coal in this district is bituminous. 

At present there are only 3,000 tons raised in the year. 

It does not enter into the scope of this report to trace 
the composition of the coal yielded by these mines. This 
has been done by our distinguished fellow-countryman, 
Kane ; and your Committee refers the scientific enquirer 
to the able and elaborate book which forms the ground- 
work of this Beport.t From the statements here made, 
it appears that coal is found in every province of Ire- 
land ; that the most valuable district is that around Lough 
Neagh, extending over the counties of Boscommon, 
Sligo, Leitrim, aad some portion of Cavan; that the coal 
capable of being raised there, which is of very excellent 
quality, and adopted for all domestic and industrial pur- 
poses, extends to 20,000,000 of tons; that a valuable mine 
of the best bituminous coal is found in Tyrone; that coal 
strata occupy a great portion of the counties of Kilkenny, 
Queen's county, and Oarlow ; and that the most extensive 
developement of coal strata in the British empire is found 
in the coimties of Clare, Limerick, Cork, and Kerry. It 
farther appears, that owing to various circumstances, the 

* This estimate is too high. The report of the Railway Commisssoners 
in 1838 states, that Lough Allen district contains 20,000 acres of coal, 
which are eq[ual to 20 millions of tons. 

t Industrial Resources of Ireland, by Robert Kane, Ai D. — Dublin, 
Hodges and Smith, College-green. 
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same absence of active and succeesful indastry) and want 
of encouragement, which are observable in other depart* 
ments in Ireland, have left the valuable coal mines of the 
country comparatively unproductive. 

Lignite. — There is another description of fuel called 
lignite, and intermediate between coal and wood. It does 
not appear that it has been as yet brought into great con- 
sumption. 

Turf. — The excessive moisture of our climate, and the 
tendency to the erowth of certain mosses, are the causes 
of the existence of bogs.* 

The total area of Ireland is 20,000,000 of acres : the 
total area of bog is estimated at 2,830,000 acres. Of 
these there are 1,576,000 acres of flat bog, and 1,254,000 of 
mountain bog. The flat bog is spread over the central 
limestone plain; the latter is distributed through the 
hiUy country along the coast. 

For all flaming fires turf is adapted, and it is peculiarly 
useful in its apphcation to boilers, as there is no liability to 
the burning of the metal, which occurs from the local in- 
tensity of heat in coke or coal. 

The area in which turf can be made usefiil for industry, 
comprises the central limestone plain, extending into Clare 
and Mayo. The cost at which turf may be consumed 
in the neighbourhood of the bogs, is between 3^. 6d. and 
4^. a ton. Its value is about 44 per cent of ordinary coal. 
Great exertions have been made to take away the charac- 
teristic faults of turf, elasticity and porosity, and the plan 
adopted by C. W. Williams has, to a great extent, suc- 
ceeded; the turf* is dried well, and then impregnated with 
tar, which deprives it of any tendency to re-absorb mois- 
ture, and gives it a heating power almost equal to coal. 

Turf already supplies the Shannon steam-boats, and a 
great number of distilleries and mills. A good charcoal can 
be had by carbonizing turf, peculiarly fitted for the manu- 
&cture of gunpowder. 

Dr. Kane sums up our resources in fuel, thus : — ^*' Although 
destitute of the grand developement of mineral fiiel which 

* See the full and interesting account of tbe gradual formation of a bog. 
Kane's Indus. Res. p. 31. 
5 



208 REPORT ON THE 

has rendered England the centre of the industrial arts, yet 
we possess several coal districts of considerable extent, and 
yielding large supplies of fuel ; and moreover, in our bo^, 
there is amassed a quantity of turf, which, if the peculiar 
character of that fuel be suitably attended to, may become 
of eminent importance to the country." 

Cost of fuel. — Next in importance to abundance of sup- 
ply, is the cost of fuel. The following is, in tabular form, 
the prices of coal in Ireland : — 

Large Coal. SmaJI Coal. 

B. d. a. d. 

Leinster Coal field U 6 4 by the ton. 

Tipperary 12 4 „ 

Tyrone 12 * s. d. 5 „ 

Connaught .^ ... from 4 9 to 6 4 

The average price in the coal districts would be lO*. 6rf. 
per ton. Turf properly raised and economised, has been 
found to cheapen considerably the processes oi industry. 
In one of the inland navigation steamers on the Shannon, 
before turf was introduced, there were used 24 tons of 
coal in the week, which, costing at Eillaloe, 15*. a ton, 
amounted to £18, or, at the rate of forty-nine hours of 
work in the week, to 7*. bd. an hour. For the same work 
at present there are used 315 boxes of turf, which, at 7rf. a 
box, costs £9 12*. 7^., or 3*. llrf. an hour. The result 
of the adoption of turf in the Shannon steamers, with re- 
gard to the surrounding population, has been very advan- 
tageous. The quantity of turf consumed in 1843, was 
upwards of 7000 tons, which, at the rate of 3*. 6rf. j)er ton, 
gives £1,200 to be spent in wages of labour, by which the 
cost of turf is principally made up. The equivalent quan- 
tity of coals would have cost £1,800. 

The relative cost of fuel in Ireland i 



Using Coals, whether British or native — *l\d, horse power per day» 
Using Turf properlydried ... 6a. do. 

Using Turf in Mr, Williams's mode b\ do. 

By the adoption of an economic boiler, the fuel per 
horse power is reduced by half, and thus the cost in Ire- 
land of horse-power by the day " 

With Coals for 12 hours 
With Turf... 
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fhese results manifest the comparatiye unimportance of 
the price of fuel in manufacturing processes. In England 
it has been calculated, that in manu&cturing cotton by 
steam power, the cost of &el is scarcely more than one 
part in 100 of the value of the manu&ctured article, of 
-which wages make up 33 per cent.; the raw material a 
fourth of the enlire price ; rent and taxes a considerable 
proportion. In Irelaiid wages are lower, rent and taxes 
are lower, and the increased cost of coal in Ireland is only 
half per cent., which can be obviated by economy^ or neu- 
tralized by the difference of wages in iavour of the Irish 
manufacturer. So that we may justly conclude, that the 
price of fuel is very unimportant, compared with that of 
vrages and the raw material, in neither of which particulars 
do we labor under any disadvantages ; that whatever dif- 
ference against us exists in the price of fuel is more than 
balanced by the relative price of labour; and that taking 
into consideration our great domestic supply* of fuel, we can, 
by an attention to economy, to the description of machinery 
used, and to the mode of raising and drying turf, procure 
fuel at home as cheaply as they nave it in f^sland; — most 
important conclusions in reference to our future manu- 
facturing prospects. 

2.— WATER POWER IN IRELAND. 

In average we possess, distributed over the surface of 
Ireland, a water power, capable of acting night and day, 
without interruption, from the bepnning to the end of the 
year, amounting to 1,452,150 horse power.* By due 
economy, we could command a water power equivalent to, 
or over three million horse power. This gives an amount 
of mechanical force capable of developing our industry to 
the greatest extent. 

The distribution of this water power is as follows : — 
The great central limestone district, transmits its waters 
to the sea by means of the „ ..., 

^ Square Miles. 

Shannon, whose total basin is 4,544 

Barrow, Nore, and Suir, 3,400 

* The reader is referred to the calculations from which this product is 
made — Kane's Industrial Resources, chap. IIL p. 70. 
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and partly also by the 

Square Miles. 
Gralway waters (Loughs Comb and Mask), 

whose basins cover 1,374 

JMLOy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• *•• ••• 1 ,U«j«j 

Blackwater in Meath, and Boyne 1,086 

LijSey, Dodder, and Tolka • ... 568 

These rivers derive a g^t deal of their supply firom the 
mountains in Wicklow, Tipperary, Cavan, and Connemara, 
by which they are bounded. 

The eastern flank of the Wicklow and Wexford moun- 
tains is drained by the 

Slaney, from a basin of 815 

Avonmore 200 

•A. voca ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• jsi L 

The southern rivers, discharging their waters into the 
sea on the south western coast, are — 

Blackwater (Waterford), from a basin of ... 1,219 

•L^ee (L/Ork), ••• •• 735 

Bandon 228 

In the north there are three principal outlets for the 
waters : by Lough Erne, at Ballyshannon — ^by the Lower 
Bann, at Colerame — and by the Foyle, at Deny. 

The areas from which these rivers collect their waters, 
are — 

Jlil'Ue ••• ... ... ••• ... ••• ••• ... 1 ytJOtf 

f Oy 16, ••. ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• .•• 1,4 lO 

Bann (Upper and Lower and the Main), ... 1,266 
Blackwater (Armagh), 526 

In addition to these outlets, there are a number of small 
rivers, carrjring away the drainage of the side counties, 
amongst which are the following : — ^the Lagan, at Belfast — 
the Roughty, at Kenmare— the Main and Inney, at &1- 
lamey — the Feale and Grale, which drain the south-western 
portion of the Munst^r coal district. 

The evils and inconyeniencies of water power as »tpre- 
sent^ economized, are numerous but removable. They 
conmt in the inconstancy of supply, and the dangers inci- 
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dental to sudden floods ; by the firsts industry is occasionally 
at a stand^still — ^and by the latter, life and property are 
perilled* These defects are removable. The present 
xoill ponds are small and incapable of receiving any large 
supply : instead of which large and Capacious basins shoiud 
be constructed, by which the floods of a whole winter might 
be preserved, and rendered available through the dry season. 
This has been done in some places most success&lly, and 
the result has been the creation of a continuous power, 
vrorking morning and night through the year, unsuscepti- 
ble of change, and not productive of sudden dangers, or 
liable to any intermission. It has been done in Ireland 
and Scotland with singular advantage, and it is to be hoped 
that the example given by the reservoirs built upon the 
Upper Bann, will be followed wherever similar inconve*- 
niencies are felt, and there is no doubt that the result wiU 
be equally success&l. 

The most striking instance of the developement of a 
great water power, by adventitious aid, is in Greenock in 
Scotland, where a great dearth of water, even for domestic 
purposes, had been felt, and where, by the application of 
such aid, in the building of aqueducts and reservoirs, 
an abundant water power was created in the middle of a 
populous sea-port town, with an unemployed population, 
and all the requisites of trade already existing. Your 
committee refers to the account given of those works by 
Dr. Kane in his book, page 94. The Irish rivers for the 
most part take their rise from lakes, or meet them in their 
course, and are thus laid out by nature for the creation of 
great reservoirs, and the application of the skill and science 
of the enrineer to increase the existing appliances of water 
power. The concentring of the waters of a district will 
serve a two-fold purpose, in the crieation of a depository of 
power and in the dramage of the lands. The adaptability of 
the river Dodder for the purposes here intimated, has 
come under the notice of the Board of Works, and the 
proposition made by Mr. MaUet, the engineer, will give 
some idea of the natural capacities which exist in this de- 
partment of industrial wealth in Ireland. He proposes to 
ibrm, by means of an embankment, about 2000 feet long 
and 100 feet high, at its centre, across the head of Glenis- 
9 
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maul, a reservoir, with an area of 162 statute acres, and 
capable of contaiiung 228,000,000 cubic feet of water. The 
catchment basin oi this reservoir would have an area of 
6,070 acres, chiefly mountain bc^, and from the rains which 
fall in the hillv district, Mr. Mallet calculates, that the 
reservoir would be filled at least twice in the year, and 
hence, a total anniml quantity of water of 456,O0h0,O00 cu- 
bic feet obtained, being an equivalent to 1,387 horse power, 
in constant operation. By a due economising of tins 
power, the total force of the river would be equivalent to 
2,038 horse power. The expense of the improvements 
would be about 23«. per additicNial horse power. 

With regard to the expense of water power, it is about 
one-eighth of that of steam at present ; but en^eers have 
considered, that on the adoption of the reservour system, it 
will be only one-twentieth of the cost of steam power, and 
the applicability of vrater power to the most delicate ma- 
chinery is now determined by the best opinions.* 

Another source of water power is in the tides, and is 
produced by mechanism worked by their action. This is 
not as yet much used, but is susceptible of great improve- 
ment.t 

3.— lEON. 

Having considered the appliances of the country in fiiel, 
Dr. Kane investigates the natural wealth of Ireland in iron 
and minerals, and the results of this investigation, your 
committee proceeds summarily to lay before the Associa- 
tion: — 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the importance of iron 
in art and manu&cture. It is one of the indispensable re- 
quisites, the chief agent of mechanism, and adopted equally 
tor the coarsest madiinery, and for its finest and most de- 
licate processes. Its abundance in a country is pregnant 
with promise of prosperous industry. 

Iron was an article of export two centuries ago from 
Ireland to London.} When the wood of Ireland was con- 

* See Kane*8 book, p. 104, for the account of the various means by which 
water power can be economized. 

t See Kane, p. 105. 

X See Dr. Boate's Natural History of Ireland, written more than two 
centuries since. 
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sumed, and the supply of fuel in both countries was dimin- 
islied, the working of iron was in both abandoned. However, 
the introduction of coke for smelling iron, instead of charcoal, 
restored the manufacture in England, and laid the founda- 
tion of her great industrial prosperity. Ireland was not so 
fortunate, and the iron manufitcture became extinct a cen- 
tury ago. 

If circumstances should justify the practical working of 
iron in this country, it will be found to possess abun£int 
stores to remunerate skill, and give a good return for capi- 
tal and industry. 

The clay ironstone which has become so extensive a 
source of iron to Great Britain, occurs in great abundance 
in the coal districts of Leinster and Connaught. The iron- 
stone found so abundantly in Connaught, gave rise to 
various works for the reduction of the metal, at an early 
period, when the numerous woods supplied charcoal for the 
furnaces ; and since the invention of smelting by coal and 
coke, attempts have been, unsuccessfully, made to carry 
on iron works in the province. That future efforts, carried 
on with better skill, and in a better spirit, will be essentially 
advantageous, we have every reason to hope. On the 
eastern shore of Lough Allen, the Iron Mountain, (Slieve 
Neeran,) rises, and consists of alternate beds of sand-stone 
and slate-clay, resting on the basis of the upper limestone. 
The bed of slate-day, which varies from 300 to 500 feet in 
thickness, contains nodules of iron-stone in great abundance, 
and the ore is carried down by the rains to the shore of the 
lake, and carried thence by the peasantry to the iron 
works for use. The southern and western division of the 
coal field of Lough Allen, contains similar beds of clay of 
600 feet in thickness, which have beds of iron-stone from 
two inches to two feet thick. The iron-stone is here ex- 
ceedingly rich. Its usual form is that of nodules, but it 
also forms strata of great extent; and the bed of the river 
Arigna, is sometimes in its whole breadth formed of a flag 
of iron-stone of many perches in length. In a report made 
for the directors of the Arigna company, in 1830, it is 
stated — " That pig-iron of the best marks, and fit for 
foundry work of every kind, may be obtained in the Arig- 
na district. The iron mines begin in Rover, and continue 
11 
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for two miles and a half. Some of the beds are two feet 
in thicknesSf and a great quantity of ore can be obtained 
on the shortest notice. There is enough to last two fur- 
naces for 250 years.'' From an accurate scientific compa- 
rison of the iron ores of England, and those of the Lidnster 
and Connaught coal fields, Dr. Kane concludes, that on 
an average, the latter are superior. The ores in Kilkenny 
are equid to diose of the Arigna district ; and those of 
Loueh Allen attain a ri<dmess only equalled by the black 
band ironnstone of Glasgow. 

It was questioned whether the cost of making iron did 
not, in &ct, prohibit the manufiicture ; but the comparison 
of cost between England and Ireland generally results in 
prolong that the cost of making iron at Ar^na is not 
ffreater than that in the most &youred localities in Eog- 
kmd. The following comparison will illustrate the pro- 
position : — 



At the Iron Works of Cyfartha, near 
Merthyr, the cost was— 

£ s. d, 

^'^^^J'^^^^^lou 

per ton •.. ... y 

3 tons of mineral at lOs. ? f iq /) 

per ton, ... ... J 

14 cwt. of limestone, at ) ^ , 

U6rf. perton ...J" * 

Labour 

Rent 

Management ... 
Repairs 



12 
1 

1 



£3 2i 



In the Connaught district, the cost 



£ s. 

5 tons of raw coal at is. 10 

4 tons of iron-stone ... 10 

1 ton of limestone ... 2 

Labour ... ... 10 

Contingencies at 20 per ) ^ |/> 

cent. ... J u 111 



d. 







£3 2 5 



Dr. Kane is of opinion, that iron can be had at Arigna 
at a cost probably under, certainly not exceeding, £3 per 
ton. 

In Leinster coal districts, the iron can be monu&ctured 
by the use of anthracite Twhich is now found applicable to 
the smelting), at a cost of less than £2 15^. per ton. 

Finally, with reference to the iron manufacture. Dr. 
Kane says : — 

" We are not vet ready for it, nor is the time fitting. 
The iron trade of England and Scotland is in a ruinousty 

12 
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depressed state. The prices of pig iron are from £2 ds. 
for Clyde iron, to £3 5*. for No. 1, Welsh iron, on which 
it may be at once calculated, there is absolutely no profit. 
No'w this is not the sort of trade in which to disturb our 
fortunate neighbours. K the iron trade revives — ^if other 
circumstances, stimulating our industrial energies, and in- 
creasing our domestic wants, determine an increased demand 
for iron in Ireland, where all charges, risks, and trouble of 
freight and transport should tell against the imported metal, 
it will be important for our capitalists to recollect, that 
the iron-stone of Arigna is equid to the celebrated black 
band of Glasgow ; and that, taking all circumstances into 
account, iron may be made, aa cheaply and as good in Ire- 
land, as in any other portion of the empire." It is un- 
necessary for your committee to say, that as in iron, so in 
all other manufactures, and in all matters connected with 
the developement of national wealth, this country materially 
sufiered by the want of enlightened domestic government, 
by the abstraction of her revenues, and by the absence of 
her wealthiest proprietary. Nor is it to be denied, that we 
have not as yet sufficiently pursued industrial knowledge, 
nor acquired that familiarity with the sources of national 
wealth, which would enable us to cultivate them with suc- 
cess, to compete with England in foreign markets, and to 
beat her in the home. 1 our Committee submits to your 
consideration the necessity of having reference to this im- 
portant point in the distribution of books to the people ; 
and, at the same time, that the attention of the Association 
is mainly directed to the great paramount object of obtain- 
ing a domestic l^slature, of creating a market at home, by 
recalUng from England, Italy, and France, our richest 
landlords, and securing the benefits of enlightened en- 
couragement, by giving to Irishmen the government of 
their own country, it will be advisable not to lose si^t 
of an object also of very great importance, the diffiision 
of books, calculated to produce ^amongst people of all 
ranks, a competent and practical knowledge of the very 
abundant sources of prosperity which Ireland possesses in 
her fuel, her water power, her iron, her mines and her over- 
flowing agricultural wealth. Such knowledge is of vast 
utility in pointing out to the capitalist the best means of 
13 
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inyestment — ^io him, whose mdustry is his captal, the most 
remaneratiye way of employing it — and to the pnustical 
student of Irish affiiirs, the apphances of a national wealth 
and strength, which it is the intcfCBi of our ewwpjm te 
VBcknale and mi srepresent. Your committee would sug- 
gest, that the work which has just appeared from the pen 
of Dr. Eane, is admirably adapted to direct public at- 
tention to industrial studies — ^that it contains a mass of 
information on subjects of the greatest interest to Irishmen, 
and that whilst it boldly reproves the ignorance of prac- 
tical matters which has existed, but is every day decreasing, 
it abundantly supplies the means of removing it, and in- 
dicates the course by the adoption of which the resources 
of Ireland may be most fully and usefully developed. 

4.— MINES. 

Copper. — The most valuable copper mines of Ireland 
are those in the county of Wicklow, occupjdng the vale of 
Ovoca; in the county of Waterford at E^nockmahon ; and 
in the south-western angle of our island, on the coasts of 
Cork and Kerry. There are three kinds of copper found 
usually, of which the third forms the staple in Ireland. 
1st — ^the carbonate of copper, green and blue — ^the green 
being rich in metal, and easily worked, but occuring in 
small quantity. 2nd — ^the subsulphuret of copper, grey cop' 
per are, which is the most valuable, found abundantiy, but 
only in small pieces mixed with the ordinary ore. 3rd — ^the 
ordinary or yellow copper ore, copper pyrites^ known by its 
brilliant golden yellow colour. It is a double solphuret of 
iron and copper. The grey sulphuret is the predominant 
mineral in some of the foreign mmes, but in the Irish, as in 
the English mines, it is the copper p3^tes which is the 
predominant produce. The copper pyrites are associated 
with iron pyntes, the bi-sulphuret of iron, which junction 
reduces the per-centage of copper, which sustains a further 
diminution from the impossibility of separating the ad- 
herent rock and veinstone from the ore. Copper ore con- 
taining 12 or 15 per cent of copper, is considered rich ; the 
average of the Cornwall copper mines is 7 per cent. 

Wicklow district — The clay-slate district possessing me- 
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tals, occupies a small space, narrow in breadth, and not 
more than ten miles long, &om Croghan Kinshela on the 
south, towards west Acton on the north. The line of ex- 
cavation of the works of Connoree and Tigroney extended 
in 1819 upwards of 1000 fathoms. Copper pyrites and 
iron pyrites are found here. The mines of Connoree, 
Cronebane, and Tigroney, are on the north bank of the 
Ovoca. On the southern side are those of Ballymurtagh 
and Ballygahan. The following will give an idea of their 
value: 

In the twelve years ending 1799, Crcmebane pelded 
7,533 tons of ore containing 9 per cent, of copper. 

In the twelve years ending in 1811, it yielded 1,934| 
tons, 5^ per cent, copper. 

The copper ore raised in Cronebane, sold in Swansea 
(1826) for £12,354 Us. Od., and that in Ballymurtagh 
for £3,373. The present produce of the Ballymurtagh 
mine, -worked by the Wicklow Copper Mining Company, is 
as follows : 





CopperOre. 


Iron Pyrites. 


Grosa Value. 


Sold at 




Year. 


Swansea. 


Other Forts. 


x'aiainwag^s. 


1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 


4,839 
4,617 
7.540 
6,555 


5.334 

18,575 

9,023 

8,376 


£ 
29,596 
34,493 
29,113 
24,238 


£ 

1,256 
5,897 


£ 
29,596 
34,493 
27.867 
18,341 


£ 

9,927 
16,312 
15.371 
10,985 



The iron pyrites is valuable as a source of sulphur. 
About two thousand persons are employed in the mines of 
Wicklow. 

Waterford district. — The slate district of Waterford, 
which includes the E^nockmahon mines, is on the sea coast, 
and extends from Dungarvan bay to the bay of Tramore.* 
Within a range of three miles, with Bonmahon as the cen- 
tre, a ^cat number of lodes of lead and copper are seen in 
the cliffs. The mining ground leased to the Mining Com- 
pany, extends about four miles along the country. Grey 
sulphuret of copper, native copper, and the red oxide of 

* Ad insulated promontory here is perforated like a rabbit borough, and 
is known as Dane s Island, where in abandoned workings of mines, ancient 
tools have been found. 
15 
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copper occur occasionally ; but the most remuneratire and 
abttndaiit ore is the yellow pyrites. The number of pee^ 
sons in constant employm^it is about 1200, and of these 
140 are women employed in cleaning the ores, but in con- 
trast to the hoiria practices of England, no woman is 
allowed to descend into the mines. The mines consist ^rf* 
four ffroups, lidd by the Mining Company of Ireland, 
Knockmahon, Kilduane, Bonmahon, and JBaUinasla. The 
value of the ores sold from the entire in 1843 was £62,956. 
The Mining Company in this district pay £2,500 a m(mth 
m wag^* 

South western district. — ^There are mineral indicaticms in 
Cork and Keiry ; from Skibbereen to Kenmare and Kil- 
lamey mining loodities of greater or less importance ara 
found. The Audley mines comprise 5,500 acres; these 
mines were the subject of a speculation by some London 
jobbers, whose conduct resembling that of the Arigna 
eompany, brought disrepute upon mdustrial enterprizes in 
Ireland. Bright yellow copper and iron pyrites are found 
here containing 8 per cent, of copper. South of the Aud» 
ley mines is the mme of Boaringwater, which has not sent 
copper to market as yet. The Cosheen mines, which are 
but a short time open, give ore of the following^ value: 

1840— Cosheen mines, 126 tons, value 1,164 2 

1843— ... 360 ... 2,605 15 

Skull mine 84 ... 134 

Lq tiie Berehaven mine great quantities of copper ore 
was raised, and 200 tons per montii of about 10 p^r cent, 
produce are raised. In the Berehaven mines, comprising 
the mountain and the Caminche veins^ about 1000 pers6ns 
are employed. The Caminche vein is worked for 570 feet 
in length and 912 in depth. The Allihies mine has an 
average produce of 6,000 to 7,000 tons, valued at £9 per 
ton, tne amount in value and produce in 1843, was 4446 
tons, £36,348 6^. There are several other viduable mines 
in the South of Ireland, and at Mucross and Boss island 
near Killaraey the min^ were worked with great returns. 
The ore was rich, the poorest sold for £14 per ton, and the 
richest for £40. The total value for rour years was 
£40,000, and the number of men employed was 500. To 
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manifest the absence of a good economy it is stated, that a 
dteam engine was put up to drain those mines, and thou^ 
-there was an abundant supply of turf in the neighbourho^, 
coals were brought from England at a cost of two guineas 
a ton. The range of mountains iix the north of Tipperary 
forming the gorge of Killaloe, contain veins of* 1^ and 
copp^, some of which are woii%d. Lackamore mines are 
43itiiated in the valley of Newport liver, wh^^e 200 persons 
are employed, and the produce of which in L840 was 260 
tons of ore, which realized £2,386 18^. 

Tyrone^—^Ia Tyrone, some miles from DunganQon, are 
ibund masses, of considerable size, of grey suiphuret of cop^ 
ner. The ore is ridi, containing 80 per cent, of copper. The 
«>llowi&ff tables indicate the rdative success of the industry 
and capital employed in mining in England and Ireland, 
and is framed from returns of the quantity of ore sold at 
Swansea, though we must remember that the Irish ore is 
exported to and sold in other localities besides Swansea, 
and some of the poorer ores of Wicklow are circulated 
amongst various places of diemical manuiacture* 

IR;SH copper ore sold in SWANSEA. 



Tears. 


Tons. 


Value. 


1836 
1840 
1843 


21,819 
19,680 
17,609 


£168,864 10 
127,910 13 
117,626 4 



Dr. Klane considers that the total quantity of copper ore 
raised in Ireland to be close on 25,000 tons per year. 

THE COPPER ORE RAISED IN CORKWALI^. 



Tears. 


Tons. 


Valup. 


1800 
1820 
1838 


66,981 

92,672 

146,688 


£660,926 
620,347 
867,779 



Iaad Mikes.— ^L^ is more extensively diffused in Ire- 
lai^ than copper, and i^ fomid in a great variety of rocks. 
17 2 H 
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The granite district of Dublin and Wicklow is intersected 
by a great number of veins containing lead. Veins have 
been worked at Dalkey, Killiney, Powerscourt^ on Bally- 
eorus, Djouce, Lough Bray, Lough Dan, Gleoasane, Grlen*- 
dalough, Grlenmalur, and Shillelagh. The most important 
of these are Glendalough, Grlenmsdor, and Ballycbrus. The 
Mining Company's smelting works are situated near the 
latter, where all the lead ores are brought for reduction and 
manufacture. 

At Caime, in Wexford, the clay slate contains a vein of 
quartz, bearing galena, white lead ore, sulphuret of ^c, 
with copper and iron pyrites. The lode yields 3 tons of 
ore per fathom,, and the quantity of diiessed ore obtained 
in 1842, was 505 tons, and in 1843, 270 tons. There are 
130 people employed. Lead mines ha.ve been opened in 
Louth, Armagh, and Down. At Keady, in Armagh, a 
vein of lead was found, which has not been turned to any 
advantage as yet, though, according to Sir Charles Coote, 
in his survey of Armia^, very valuable. At Clonligg, in 
Down, and Dundrum, ih the same county, a vem was dis- 
covered, and some trials of it made. Lead has been 
discovered at Ardmore, in Waterford, and in Kenmare at 

E resent th^ extraction pf lead ore is carried on. This ore 
as been met with in Connemara, but nO workings have 
been entered upon tfiere. Lead was wroi:^ht at Clontarf ; 
and in Meath, Longford, and Kildare (on the banks of the 
grand camd), it has been also found. 

The lower limestone of the east of Clare, contains large 
deposits of i^ena, which have been worked successfully. 

The quantity of silver contained in the lead ores of L:e- 
land, IS as follows : — 

The proportions of .silver to a ton of lead are generally 
found to be, ' 

From Luganure mine (Wicklow) ... ' 3 ounces. 

From Caime ,^ . (Wexford) ... , 12 „ 

FromBallyhickey,, (Clare) ...I 15 „ 

FromKUbricken ,, (Clare) ...120 „ 

From Tollyratty „ (Down) ... 10 „ 

' Gold, — ^Native gold has been found in Wicklow ; and, 
for some time, a gold, mine was worked by the govern- 

18 



INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF IRELAND^ 221 

jxient ;' but this is a source of wealth riot likely to be made 
valuable, and one which we can afford to do witi^ut. 
Sources of native gold were known to our ancestors, as 
may be concluded from the number of gold weapons arid 
ornaments peculiar to Ireland, and there is no source of 
importation of gold suggested. A considerable quantity 
must have been found m Wicklow, for before the govern- 
liSLent took to woi'king the mines (which they did without 
any great return, and which they have relinquished) the 
people around had sold £10,000 worth. 

Sulphur Orb, Alum, and varieties of Clay. — In 
the Wicklow districts, the sulphur contained In the iron 
pyrites is abundant, and available in the manufacture of 
oil of vitrei, and in all cases where ordinary sulphur would 
be burned. The iron pyrites had been considered in this 
county as useless, and as an impediment to the working of 
the copper mines, until the Neapolitan Government placed 
a monopoly price on the sulphur obtained in the volcanic 
districts of Sicily, when the mineral became of great worth. 
So much so that the annual export of the pjrrltes from 
Wicklow was, at one time, 100,000 tons. It is less now. 
But the mines of Ovoca still hold a good position by the 
enterprize and industrial knowledge of the proprietors. 
The number of persons employed theise is about 2,000, and 
from 500 to 1,000 carts are daily employed in bringing the 
ore to Wicklow for exportation. 

The sulphur ore of Silvermines, in Tipperary, when 
domestic industry becomes active, will be rendered greatly 
available, from the proximity of that lead district to the 
river Shannon. There are appliances for the manufacture 
of copperas, in the collieries of Leinster, in the Munster 
coal-field, and in the Drumglass collieries, near Tyrone. 
The requisites for the manufacture of alum are possessed 
as largely here as in England.* The manufactured alum 
is expensive, from the necessity existing of decomposing 
pure clay with sulphuric acid, the manufacture of which is 
very costly. The natural alum is made from a material 
Called alum slate. 

* For the difference between the natural and manufactured alum, and for 
the process of manufacture, see Dr. Kane, p. 21 C. 
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This alum slate is formed into heaps, with brashwood, 
and set on fire. The combustion goes on for weeks, and 
then, by certain chemical actions, sulphate of alununa 
dissoiyes, alkali is added, and the alum effected. We 
possess, on the western coast of Ireland, the neatest forma- 
tion of true alum that is to be found in Europe. The 
section of the great Munster coal field formation extends 
for 40 miles, from BaUyvaughan, in Clare, to Ballybunion, 
in Kerry, along the coast, and is abundant in the means of 
furnishing copperas and alum. 

Pure porcelain clay is infusible, produced from the gradual 
decomposition of the felspar contained in various granite 
rocks, by the action of the atmosphere and of water. The 
potash it contains is washed out in combination with the 
silica, and that which remains is a fine light powder which 
is pure clay, preserving its colour even when intensely 
igmted. Cornwall produces the pure clays which are used 
in the potteries of Staffordshire; in France the granite 
rocks of Limoges are the source of this wealth ; and Ger- 
many owes her pure clays to the granite rocks of Kiesenge- 
birge. No one has yet tried the manufacture of china clay 
in Ireland ; the materials are abundant. An extensive dis- 
trict of clay, not pure enough for the manufacture of fine 
porcelain, extends in Tipperarv between Cahir and Clon- 
mel, which is considered equal to the pipe clay of Bovey. 

The only advantage at present derived from this and 
similar deposits, is a clumsy manufacture of pipes ; but if 
skill were applied, articles equal in value to those which 
we import from England^ might be produced to a very 
considerable extent. Several other clays with characteristic 
chemical qualities exist through Ireland, applicable for 
brick and pottery manufacture, for tiles and crucibles. In 
Leinster coal field, pure adhesive clay is produced, equal to 
the Stourbridge clay, of which fire bricks have been made; 
but no extensive manufacture has been attempted. Other 
useful deposits of clay, of different value, are found in 
almost all our Irish counties, adapted to the manufacture of 
coarse pottery, of flooring and draining tiles, and of bricks. 
A better kind, fit for delft and stoneware, exists at Youghal, 

* See Dr. Kane, p. 218, and for the composition of felspar, p. 162. 
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and in Calinafersy, in the county of Kerry. It has not 
been applied to the manufecture of these articles. There 
is great reason why Dr. Kiuie should complain, as he does, 
of a want of industrial knowledge in Ireland. 

There are abundant slate quarries in Ireland — at Killaloe 
(where aa English company successfiilly works them, and 
brings to market slates of the first quality),* at Valentia 
(where 200 people are usually employed), and In the dis- 
trict south east of Cork, at Clonakilty and the Old Head 
of Kinsale, and elsewhere. 

Black marble exists at £[ilkenny, and near Gralway. 
The latter supplies a large quantity to London and New 
York; and is susceptible of infimte developement. A 
marble of peculiarly beautiful structure (containing fossil 
remains of fishes) occurs near Armagh, and at Church- 
town in Cork. Various other quarries of marble are found 
in this island. 

The result of Dr. Bine's investigations into our mineral 
wealth, to which, in common with his other researches, 
your Committee begs to refer the man of science, the 
capitalist anxious for safe and productive investment, and 
the politician, whose best weapon will be an accurate 
knowledge of the great resources of his country, is to 
this effect : — that the greater portion of Ireland is consti- 
tuted of mineral formations, analogous to those of the 
great mining districts of England, which have been the 
source of so much wealth, and the promotive cause of so 
much industry; that almost throughout the whole area of the 
island are found valuable deposits of the most important 
rocks, metals, and minerals; and the quantity of ores 
raised and sold, is annually on the increase; and that the 
economv and skill of the present day, have led to the 
successful re-opening of abandoned quarries and mines. 
Perhaps your Committee might add some obvious conclu- 
sions from the same premises, combined with the social and 
political history of our country; but each reader of this 
Keport will probably draw them for himself. 

* The quarries here produce 10,000 tons of manufactured slate annually, 
and give employment to 700 men and boys. The mode in which the latter 
live — steady, industrious, temperate, and comfortable — shows what could 
have been done with the Irish people if they ever had a goTernment. 
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5,— AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY, AND 
RESOURCES OF IRELAND. 

It is probable, that in Ireland, the majority of the peo- 
ple will always be supported bv agriculture — it is so in 
ahnost all countries — and though a wise goyemment will 
use its vigorous efforts to allow fair play to the manufiic- 
turing appliances of the island, the necessity will continue 
of promoting the greatest amount of agricmtural skill and 
knowledge. The food of a people depends upon its agri- 
culture, and it would be very strange mdeed, but that the 
policy of England to Ireland has been consistent, that so 
little has been done to develope the manifold agricultural 
sources of the country. A government in a hurry to 
grasp, ever anxious to seize on, and appropriate the wealth 
of its dependent and "alien" province, will naturally, in 
the lust of acquisition, forget, or neglect, to cultivate the 
skill, virtues, and industry of the people it impoverishes. 

The relative occupation of the people of these islands, is 
this: — 

England — Employed in agriculture 28.2 

„ in trade and manufactures 42.0 
„ otherwise 29.8 

Ireland-^Employed in agriculture 65.7 

„ in trade and manufacture 17.4 
„ otherwise 29.8 

Two-thirds of our population, therefore, are supported 
by the soil, the improvement and due cultivation of which 
will form a very conspicuous feature in the future policy of 
Ireland. It has been a received but mistaken notion that 
there was an antagonism between manufacture and agri- 
culture, and that no one country could succeed equally in 
both. Yet their mutual dependence is manifest from the 
general economy of the world; and the superior advantage 
of the home market will strike any one who reflects. In 
supplying the home market, there is no risk of distant 
transport, sales to strangers, or change of markets. No 
population, whose exclusive occupation is either one or the 
other, can be considered in a healthy state. Dr. Kane, 
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haviBg demonstrated the natural fitness of Ireland for 
manuKicture, proceeds in the second division of his work — 
not to prove her adaptability for agriculture, which has 
never been questioned — ^but to classify her resources, and to 
point out the ways by which they can' be most abundantly 
developed, and most skilfully economized, 

Tbe fertility of the soil of Ireland, is vouched for bv the 
highest authorities — M^Culloch, Young, Wakefield, Mon- 
sieur de Jonnes (the eminent French statistician), and 
others. The latter has struck a mean of the agricultural 
products, of the three countries,, in which the figures are 
as follows: for England 16, Scotland 14, and Ireland 17^;. 
by which the fertihty of the soil is aibundantly (evidenced, 
when we consider the superior agricultural skill and know- 
ledge of England and Scotland. 

The area of Ireland is 20,808,27 1 statute acres, of which 
it appears, that there are * 

Statute Acres. 

Of arable land ... ...: ... 13,464,300 



Uncultivated ground 
Plantations 
Under towns ..* 
Under lakes and rivers 



6,295,735 
374,482' 
42,929 
630,825 

20,808,271 



Such being the circumstancee of the soil, the following^ 
is the amount of its produce, according to the opinion of 
Monsieur' de Jonnes, Mr. M*CulIoch. having declined' to 
siaike the amount from existing data: the. quantity ex- 
pressed are bushels. . ... ' 



CJountr:^. 


Wheat 


Rye. 


- Barley. 


Oftts, Potatoes, 
and .Beahs. . 


England., ii. 
Scotland.... 
Ireland 


75,000^000 

4,312,000 

29,680,000 


2,800,000 

17,640 

7,840,000 


53,000.000 
10,500,003 
44,100,000 


39>b00,000 

61,740,000. 

107,520,000- 



The census of 1841, gives the following results of en- 
quiries into the relative quantities of live stock in the four 
sub-divisions of this country : — . i 
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Stock. 


Leinster. 


Munster. 


Ulster. 


Ccttuuraght. 


TotaL 


Hones and 
Mules 

Horned cat- 
tle 


168,753 

488.853 

657,118 

366,772 

2,236,941 

23,599 


160,378 

580,273 

605,622 

522,895 

2,834,752 

23,970 


155,425 

525,854 

212,671 

292,512 

1,895.678 

13,337 


68,013 

295,840 

525.788 

170;922 

5,397,066 

29,409 


552,569 

1,840,825 

2,091.199 

1,353,101 

12,334,427 

C0.315 


Sheep 

Pigs 

Poultry 

Asses 



The money value of this live stock is twenty millions^ — 
tt has struck your Committee as strange, that Connau^ht, 
possessing, as it does, such excellent rasturage, should show 
so great a comparative deficiency. Except in poultry and 
asses, it is fiur behind the other provinces, savmg the one 
item of sheep, in which it is more abundant than Ulster. 
It would have been thought, that the great cattle &ir at 
Ballinasloe, being in the heart of the province, should have 
stimulated its activity to a greater degree. 

Manures. — The means of restoring the exhausted soil, 
and compensating, b^ suitable additions, for the exhausting 
tendency of vegetation, in other words, the possession of 
good manure, is most important in an agricultural country, 
and a^ esseutiid condition of its prosperity. There are va- 
rious kinds of this useful, fertilizmg^ material. Nature sup- 
plies them in the decomposition m rocks, whose material 
IS washed down to the plains, in the deposits of eartiiy 
matter, made by a river flowing through a great ^stent of 
country, and intersecting various geolomcal formations, in 
the excrements of birds and animals, in the sea weed thrown 
upon the shores, and the shells that are flung in by the 
tide or buried deeply beneath tiie sand. The utility of 
manure is altogether dependent on the necessity which 
exists of r^uscitatin^ the soil exhausted by production. 
But, in addition to this necessity, Dr. Kwie impresses upon 
practical men, the extreme and indispensable need that 
exists of drainage of the land. A moist and wet soil is 
deprived of great advantage, and more than half its product- 
ive power — the overflow of rivers and consequent flooding 
of the fields, the badly selected sites of mSls and ftctories, 
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which, though often stationary for want of power, at many 
periods fling back the water on the the land, are causes of 
great loss of property and iojury to individuals. The 
increased value of property, arising from drainage, may be 
judged from these facts. Between August, 1842, (when 
the act passed, giving the Board of Works cei*tain powers 
for draining of Jand,^ and last January, surveys have been 
instituted for the drainage of 44,498 acres. The estimated 
cost amounted to £127,945, or £2 17 s. 6d. an acre. The 
increase of tiie annual setting was expected to be £16,482, 
or about 13 per cent. Out of this sum, so to be expended, 
the wages would amount to £96,000. Thus, in improving 
the land, creating new property, and employing the popu- 
lation, there is an abimdant means of national prosperity, 
when we consider that there are, in Ireland, 4,600,000 acres 
of uncultivated, but reclaimable land. It is to be regretted 
that such a means of conferring national benefit, has been 
left hitherto unemployed by English governments, which 
have annually supplied the country with expensive commis- 
sions of enquiry, and littie more. 

With reference to manures, there are some mineral, and 
some animal or vegetable, and this country is plentifully 
supplied with all. To the different cold clayey soils, of 
which so lar^e a part of the central of Ireland consists, the 
the most suitable manure is lime, which is easily and 
abundantiy accessible. When applied fresh slaked and 
caustic, it promotes the decomposition of the vegetable r&- 
mairis of former crops, and leads to the formation of organic 
matters promotive of fertility. Marl, which is a useftd 
manure, occurs abundantiy in Ireland. It supplies lime in 
a mild form to the soil, and serves to loosen the densely 
aggregated soils, and to bind those of a loose texture. 
Gypsum, or sulphate of lime, also exists in Ireland; its 
vidue consists in supplying lime for the rapid growtii of 
dover. Turf ashes form a good manure, as doea also the 
sea-weed which is collected at low water. There are great 
varieties of sea sand used as manure ; the most valuaUe of 
which, is the coral sand found in Babtry Bav, and in some 
of the inlets of Connemara. The shdil banks, on the Irish 
coasts, have been made vay available as sources of manure, 
as may be ju^ed by this &ct, that at Lough Foyle, there 
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are 265 men for 26 weeks employed in nusing the sKellg, 
the amount of whose wages is £3,205 ; and 50 boys, whose 
wages amount to £390. There are annually employed 
about 94 boats, from 8 tp 60 tons. The quantity of shells 
raised each summer, is about 59,496 tons, which, near the. 
shore, sell for 1^. a ton; and at Derry and Strafoane, at 
Is. 6d. or 2s. a ton. Captain Pollock considers the shell 
banks to be worth £5000. a year to the country. The 
shells are peculiarly useful in bringing bad lands into culti- 
vation, and ameliorating stiff wet clays deficient in calcareous 
matter. Sea sand is also iised along the coast of Cork ; it 
is rsused in great quantities. At Youghal about 300,000 
tons a year are raised. The amount raised in Cork, Kin- 
sale, and Kingabella, is probably not under 1^000,000 tons. 
From the gseat value of this sand, when taken inland, 
it would "form an e^ttensive branch of inland traffic, if canals 
existed, by which it could be forwarded at moderate cost. 
Along the coast of Ireland, sea weed is also being used as 
a manure, principally for potatoes. The deeper the water 
the more powerful is the. manure, valuable ibr the saline 
material it yields the soil. 

The most useful manure, however, available on the farm^ 
suitable to every crop, and most ready, is the farm-yaid 
manure, composed of the straw of com crops, the tops of 
the potato and turnip crojps, the excretions and dejections 
of animals, sustained upon the farm,, all mixed and subject 
to the re-action, which soon sets in amongst their chemical 
ingredients. It contains the ^elements of every kind of 
crop, and all the constituents which plants require for their 
support, exist in the farm-yard manure. The following are 
the practical suggestions with reference! to the preparing 
and economizing this valuable agricultural ingredient:-*- 
The dung-heap should be formed upon an impervious floor 
of brick-day or of cement ; this, to dip towards the centre^ 
so as to. form a shallow tank towards which the flbbrs.of the 
stables, cow-houses, &c., should have such inclination^ as 
would enable the drainings to be conveyed by suitable 
channels to the centre tank. By this arrangement nothing 
goes to waste, the liability to loss by rain is obviated, and 
the improvements incidentally arising from a due economy 
in collecting and preparing the manure, will repay the outlay.. 

26. 



INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF IRELAND. 229 

Rotation of Crops. — Another mode of restoring fertility 
to an exhausted soil is, by a rotation and change of crops. 
"VSThilst the land is recovering from the effects of one plant, 
it is capable of sustaining another which does not act on it in 
the same way, and thus getting rest and recovering from the 
exhaustion of the previous crop. A rotation, or course of only 
three years, is not considered practically as of much use. The 
selection of plants depends much on their chemical character, 
arid the manner of growth. Some plants are remarkable for 
taking from the soil one particular chemical ingredient, as, 
for instance, silica ; such are the grasses and com plants. 
Another takes potash, such as turnip, beet, and potato. 
Another takes lune, as the pea, vetch, clover, tobacco, &c, 
These plants should therefore succeed each other, giving a 
recuperative power to the soil by the succession in which 
they are put down, and the intermittent demands they 
make upon its vegetative energy. The advantage of green 
crops over white or corn crops, is thus stated chemically by 
Dr. Kane :— " Their injurious action (u e. of the com crops) 
on the soil, is however not so much due to the inorganic 
materials they take up as to the nitrogen, for which element 
they are altogether dependent on the soil, whilst other 
kinds of plants act on the atmosphere, absorbing nitrogen, 
and actually serving rather to enrich the soil* upon which 
they grow, than in any degree to impoverish it. - This is, 
in fact, what constitutes the remarkable difference between 
the white and ffreen crops as members of rotation. The 
former exhausting the soil of nitrc^n ; the other fixing in 
the soil nitrogen, derived from the air, and ihu& pr^aring 
for the nutrition of the com crops that may succeed it."* 
The residue of the green crops, if instead of being con- 
sumed, they are ploughed into the soil, form the best ma^ 
nure, and prevent the exhaustion of the white crops from 
being felt so soon. And the substitution of these crops as 
food for the animals of the farm, instead of the usual 
grasses, is considered as one of the greatest improvements 
in husbandry. This branch of agncultural economy has 
lately attracted a great deal of attention in Ireland, though 
the labours of the associations formed for the purpose of 

* Industrial Resources, p. 282. 
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effecting reforma in this department, do not appear to have 
done much practical good as yet. 

It is oonfiidered tbit one ^ear of tares, rape, potatoes, 
turnips, or cabbage, ^ves thrice as much food as one year 
of medium pasture grass, and that a greater money return is 
made to the fiurmer. 

Dr. Kane, on examination of the question of relative Ta- 
lue as to gramng and tillage, comes to the conclusion, that 
agriculture, as a pursuit, is much more connected with tiie 
usages and habits of a population than with the nature of 
the soil, or the character of the climate. The following h 
his estimate of rural character in one of its phases, which 
your Committee submits to your consideration : 

^^ Mere industry has been in Ireland for many generations, 
connected with the idea of a vulgar and depressed caste. 
The possession of the land with perfect idleness constituted 
in itself tiie criterion of respectability. The working of a 
tillage farm, even if more profitable, was thus &tal to the 
social position of the occupier, whilst if he kept only a herd 
to mind some cattie, and spent his time and money in 
hunting and in drinking, trusting to protection for Ingh 
prices, and to Providence to pay his debts, he mixed with 
the notables of the land, and looked down with scorn inefl^ 
ble on all that savoured of occupations vile, of industry or 
intelligence/' 

Your Committee refers to the practical suggestions of 
Dr. Eane on the feeding of cattie, contained in his eighth 
chapter, as oontaining an ample expontion of the principles 
on which that branch of agricultural industry ^ould be 
cultivated. 

Largjb and Small Farms. — By the returns of the census 
of 1841, tiie number and magnitude of farms in Ireland were: 



^imiaom 


Farnw 

£r«mltofi 

Acres. 


Farms 

fromfitolfi 

Acres. 


Farms 
from 15 to 
30 Acres. 


Above 
30 Acres. 


TotaL 


Leinster 

MuDBter 

Ulater 


49,152 

67.028 

100,817 

99,918 


45,595 
61.320 

45,221 


20,584 

27.481 

25.099 

5,790 


17,889 

16,557 

9,591 

4,275 


133,220 
162,386 
234,499 
155,204 


Connaught... 


Total 


906,915 


251,128 


78,954 


48,312 


685,309 
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It is singular that the ffreatest number of small ftrma is 
found in Ulster, which is the wealthiest part of Ireland, 
and socially the most prosperous. This seems at variance 
with some of the established opinions on the adyantages of 
territorial subdivision. 

Dr. Kane, in discussing the question of tiie relative ado- 
vantage of large and smaU fimns, points out the differences 
existing between manufacturing and agricultural operations, 
and seems to reason that the greatest quantity of food will 
be procured by a system of small farming, carried on with 
knowledge, sloll, and industry; that the money returns will 
be greater, and a greater rent be paid — opinicms, we need not 
remark, utterly at variance with the principles, aaid inap^ 
propriate to the practices, of Irish landlords. The English, 
to a great extent, have land set in large divisions, great 
capital is expended, machinery is introduced to supersede 
manual labour, yet the effects are not correspondingly great. 
Constant demands are made for protection, the agriciutural 
interests seem always in a state of danger, and the agricul- 
turists are for ever complaining of the depression of agri- 
culture. The wholesale system has not led to any such 
results as would lead us to think, that the establishment of 
large farms is so superior to the system of subdivision, as 
to render the suppression of small fimners advantageous. 
Yet in England and in Ireland an opinion is growing, and 
is sedulously nursed by a particular class of men, against 
the latter. It is of great advantage to find Dr. E^ane is 
not amongst them ; and it is deemed useful by your 
Committee, to submit some of his arguments and facts 
on this interesting subject: The system of large fioms 
may be possible where the population is thin and scat<^ 
tered ; or drawn from the rund districts to manufacturing 
occupations in the towns, or in great factories. When 
manufacturing occupations take away the labourers, and 
thin the population, which live exclusively by land, the 
consolidation of farms may go on without evil, and the 
&rmer may adopt machinery as a substitute for man's la^ 
bour. But here, unfortunately, with all the elements of 
manufacture, manufecturing industry is almost unknown ; — 
of the population, two-thi^s depend for existence on the 
land itseli, and are, in a manner, serfs, by necessity, and 
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bound to the soil. And if food continue to be exported in 
the lavish quantities it is at present, and if it, in addition, 
be raised by a system of production which will not afford 
emplo3rment, the consequences will b/B a frightfid increase 
of poverty, and consequently of crime. This fact is over- 
looKcd by the landlords, who, in the assiduous pursuits of 
beauty oi demesne, and unity of possession, adopt the sys- 
tem which is now notorious, by the names of clearance and 
extermination. Consolidate farms-Zeject the small owners 
and the pauper proprietors of holdings, inconvenient to 
the landlord's notions of beautjr or unity — introduce a 
system by which food will be raised in abundance, with as 
little as needs be of man's industry — ;and the result will be 
a " new creation" of paupers, (as they are called in the 
phraseology of the whig poor-law,) which will burthen the 
state, weigh dovm public prosperity, and finally compel the 
government to quarter involuntary idleness and poverty on 
the industrious classes, and to support them by the taxes 
raised out of the hard labour of the artizan, the tradesman, 
and the &rmer. Emi^tion wiQ not do— the most inhu- 
man system of emigration is too expensive ; and the worst 
government that Ejagland ever inflicted on Ireland will see 
that the money employed in banishing emigrants firom their 
country, would h^ more thriftily and useftdly employed at 
home. The people exist — ^they exist here by land — and 
land they must have, or employment on the land — a con- 
clusion irrecondlable with the policy of clearance, or the 
crudtv of extermination. The opinions of Mr. Slacker 
and Mr. Butler of Bally conra, men of great practical expe- 
rience, are in fiivour of the system of small farms^ and the 
conclusions they arrive at are these : that a country of small 
ihrmcrs will be able to imdersell a country of large farmers; 
that it will pay more rent ; that the people will live more com- 
fortably, and that more public employment will be given.* 
With reference to the amount of employment, your Ccwa- 
mittoe lu^s attention to tlie following facts : Ireland con- 
tarns of oiUtivated or cidtivatable land 18 millions of acres ; 
aiid at the calculation that a farm of 500 acres gives em- 
ployment at the rate of 20 men through the whole year, if 

♦ Sec Appeudix for Mr. Blacker and Mr. Butler's detailed opinions. (1.) 
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the available land* be divided into ; 36^000 farms^ etnploy- 
xnent will be given for 720,000 individuals ; but the agri- 
cultural population being 5,406,743, thei difference, about 
4 .ihillions and a half, would be left without subsistence, in 
^country of no manufacture and few public works, or any 
mode of living but the soil. Dr. Kane calculates the 
agricultural &aiilies to b^ about 974,1818, from which it 
appears that the total available land might be divided into 
farms qf 17 acriBS to each family. This would support a 
fitnuly and pay full rent — and thus, as he says, the means 
of employment are not so distant or imattainable as is ge^ 
nemllj imagined. But the learned writer forgets the great 
impediments which exist in the present social relations, to 
the adoption of any such system as a suhdivision of land 
into farms of this description^ even though it were demon- 
Btrabty certain of producing a greater degree of wealth to 
the Wdlords themselves^ That the greater or less mag- 
nitude of &rkns is not necessarily connected with the con- 
dition of agriculture, can be assumed from the fact, that in 
.Ulster, which is the wealthiest, and probably the most in- 
teilligent part of Ireland,' the numbei: of small farms is 
greater than in Connaught, which is the poorest, and proba- 
hly the least industrially informed of the provinces.* 

Potato Starch. — We import from France and Scot- 
land a great quantity of potato starch; which is disgrace- 
ful to our industrial character. Th6 culture 6f potato 
in Ireland is extensive; cheap laboui* is to be had in 
abundance ; potatoes are at their minimum price ; and 
it appears wanton and discijeditable that much of the 
potato starch used in Irelaiid is of foreign importation. 
The preparation of starch from potato is an easv process, 
and adatit^d peculiarly to the small t6wns oi Ireland, 
Where labor. is cheap and ready, and potatoes so moderately 
priced. It requires small skill — ^the chief requisite being 
weanlindss in the washings. The operations of the ma- 
nufacture are fully detailed in Df. Katie's book, and con- 
sists of sii^ processes of washing, pressing, and draining.t 
The residuid pulp of the potato, after the process of the 
tnatiufacture, is very valuable when made into a compost 

• See Appendix. (2.) | Industrial Resources, p. 302. 
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with lime and clay, as a manure. It is a restorative to the 
sromid of the substances taken fiom it by the potato isrof 
m CTowing; and the water in which the pulp is first 
ii^i^ed is also useful for manure. The potato starch is 
employed in making confectionary, jellies, sago, in thick- 
ening paper, &c. B is also available in the prepamtion of 
flugar and spuits. The starch, by the operation of certain 
simple chemical agents is converted into sugar, and by 
fermentation yields spirits. On the continent the manu« 
fiicture ofsugar from com is almost abandoned, and potato 
spirit is universally used ; it is so similar to brandy that the 
potato spirit of Hamburg, coloured with burmd sugar, 
forms the staple ^ French brandy*' sold in London. But 
this application of starch in Irehuid is forbidden by the ne- 
cessities of the English revenue, and the exigencies of the 
national debt.* We are oompdled, by the obligation of 
paying interest on a debt we did not contract, and wluck 
it is plainly dishonest to hold us liaUe for, to refiise 
the blessing which our productive soil offers us, and 
to forego the employment of the greatest sources of in- 
dustrial occupation. Potato flour is also available to make 
bread of a good wholesome quality. The circumstances 
of Ireland do not afford encourag^nent to the intaro*- 
duction of the manufacture of sugar firom the red and 
yellow beet root, which, in France, is a most lucrative 
branch of induslry. It would tend in this country to 
give very extensive employment, and open a new field for 
enterprize; but your Committee sees little reason to 
hope that government either would or could, consistently 
with the demands of the state, relinquish the protection of 
foreign sugar. Having saddled us with the responsibiKties 
of the debt — o, debt contracted by England in a crusade 
against freedom in America and on the continent of Europe 
— ^it is only the natural corollary of our position, that we 
should pay for her extravagance by our sufferings. If we 
manufactured sugar fix)m the beet root, the home-manu- 
factured article would be subject to a similar duty as the 
colonial produce, which is about Sd. per pound, which 
would take away all temptation from native capital and 

• See Mr. Daris's Report on the Estimates, p. 18. 
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ente^ti^. It is to be regretted, that in this maniifacttirey 
as in that of tobacco and other matters of luxury or neces- 
sity, the results of our union with, and entire dependence 
on England, should stand in the way of Irish prosperity; 
and it is this, as well as the want of industrial knowledge, 
that has " mad^ the difference between rich and flourishing 
England, and poor and powerless Ireland."* The duty 
upon colonial produce is a great element of the revenue; 
and the differential duty upon the produce of other coun- 
tries, is what is called an encouragement to colonial indus- 
try and enterprize. We have seen some late events, not 
very creditable to the character of an English parliament, 
growing out of this question. The productive industry of 
Ireland and her appliances, must ^ve way to the interests 
of our colonists, and be sacrificed to the necessity of paying 
the interest upon the national debt of England. 

Cultivation of Elax and Hemp. — A considerable 
portion of the population of the North of Ireland depend 
on the cultivation and subsequent use of flax. It is capa- 
ble of being raised on any soil, and is in Belgium and 
other coimtries introduced after the com crop, and only 
once in seven years in the rotation of crops. Lime, in a 
caustic shape, is injurious to flax ; and where lime is neces- 
sary to the soil, flax is intermitted for a period. Your 
Committee refers to Dr. Kane's book for an able exposition 
of the processes which flax undergoes previous to its passing 
into the hands of the linen manufacturers. He makes 
excellent practical suggestions with reference to restoring 
the exhausted soil, by using that portion of the flax not 
needed for linen, such as the steeping-water, and the chaflT 
of the scutched flax, for manure.f The water in which 
flax has been steeped, is a powerful manure, as may be 
seen by the luxuriant and tender herbage which arises 
round bog-holes used for this process.} The chsiff, after 

* Some fault has been found with Dr. Kane for adopting the words of 
Briavionne as the motto to his work. But he wrote as a philosopher, and 
not as a politician ; and he never meant to convey that there were no other 
causes but the want of industrial knowledge for Irish misery. In truth, the 
want of industrial knowledge is, itself, an effect of the one pervading cause — 
English misrule. 

t Industrial Resources, p. 312. t ^^ Appendix 3. 
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the scutching, is also good as manure, and as food for cattle. 
Thus, after the fanner has used the fibre, the only part 
necessary for the linen, he has two other valuable materials 
left., hitherto unattended to in Ireland. The Society for the 
Improvement and Growth of Flax in Ireland, has eflfected 
considerable improvement in its cultivation ; and wherever 
the plans laid down by the Society have been followed, a 
visible increase has taken place in the amount and value of 
the produce. Three statute acres of flax were grown by 
one person, (a tenant of the Dean of Dromore,) according 
to the directions of the Societjr, and the produce was worth 
to him over £70, and will give constant employment for 
one year to 150 women to spin it ; eighteen weavers will 
be employed on it for the same period, and forty women 
will be engaged to hemstitch the handkerchief into which 
it will be worked. It will produce 210 webs of cambric^ 
each web containing five dozen of handkerchiefs, each do- 
zen worth 50 shillings, and the whole, when finished, will 
be worth £2,600. Notwithstanding the great importance 
of the flax growing to the farmer and manuiacturer. 
Great Britain and Ireland import considerable quantities 
fi-om Belgium, France, Kussia, and other countries. We 
imported as much as 55,713 tons in 1842, the raising of 
wmch at home would, according to Mr. Blacker's opimon, 
require the labour of 6,488 men for 300 days — 50,015 
women for the same period — ^and 3,939 horses for ditto. 
There is, in point of fact, twice as much flax imported into 
Great Britain, from foreign parts, as there is grown in 
Ireland. The seed of the flax is useful for making oil, and 
the fibre is not injured by permitting the plant to form the 
seed. In everjr point of view, flax is an important element 
of prosperity, giving not alone remuneration to the farmer, 
but being an abundant source of employment to the dresser, 
the spinner, the weaver, the bleacher, and possibly to the 
embroiderer. The Flax Improvement Society, and the 
Royal Dublin Society, have made good exertions to pro- 
mote the proper cultivation of this plant. 

The actual value of the linen manu&cture to Ireland 
may be judged from the following facts, which, with some 
little deduction, are correct : in Belfast there are 155,000 
spindles at work — consuming 210 tons of flax a week, and 
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employing 170,000 hands. The number supported by th^ 
linen trade is not less than half a million ; the annual value 
of the linen cloth manufactured in Ulster is £4,000,000 ; 
the capital employed £6,000,000 ; and the annual amount 
of wages is not less than £1,^00,000. At this rate the 
wages would not be high, being only, for the 170,000 per- 
sons employed, at the average of 2^. 9d. a week. Yet 
with all this, it is considered that Dundee manufactures 
more linen than all Ulster ; and by the returns of the fao 
tory inspectors (1839), England and Scotland had five 
times as many mills at work as Ireland. A trade in linen^ 
yam has sprang up with the continent latterly, replacing 
to some extent the export of woven linen, as will appear by 
the following table : 



EXPOSTlBD IN HONET S WOB9H. 



Years. 


Linen- 


Yam. 


1837 
1840 
1842 


£77,272 
63,847 
31,404 


£3,164 
172,602 
169,449 



Hitherto the linen manufacture has been confined to 
Ulster, not firom any peculiar fertility, the soil not being 
generally as good as that of the south and other parts of 
Ireland. The reason is to be found in the peculiar 
habits of the people. In Ulster the people are money- 
making. They love the power which money confers, 
and they have ardently pursued its acquisition. It is 
said by some, that the monopoly of prosperity which they 
ap{>ear to enjoy, renders them indifferent or hostile to the 
political question which is now agitating the public mind, 
but which will, we trust, be soon settled satisfactorily. 
That prosperity, though relatively great in Ireland, is very 
insignificant compared with that which is felt in Holland, 
or in Belgium, and enjoyed thus as an exception to the 
general condition of the surrounding people, has no prin- 
ciple of permanence. It would be wiser policy in th^ 
people of Ulster to seek to raise the condition of all Ire- 
and, than to remain the most fiivoured, where all are 
unduly depressed. The distri6ts in the great flax grow- 
35 2 I 2 



Ifl 



238 BEPORT ON THE 

ing coTmtries of the world — andently in Egypt, and mo- 
dernly in Belgium and Holland — can be easily paralleled 
in this coimtiT. Along the Shannon, 32,500 acr^ are 
about to be adaed permanently to the domain of agriculture, 
by the improvements effected there ; and below Limerick 
are found caucases or marshy sprounds of surpassing fer- 
tility. These are panJlel in conmtion to the grounds which 
in the other flax-growing countries have furnished such 
abundant sources of fertmty — and the water-power which 
exbts at Killaloe yields to the manu&cturer all the me- 
chanical means necessary for the preparation of the crop. 
And the same place supplies him with the means of access 
to all the domestic markets, and a ready port for the pur- 
poses of foreign trade. 

Hemp. — ^A similar process of steeping and scutching is 
adopted with regard to hemp ; and the same remarks with 
reference to the manuring qualities of the steeping water, 
and the rejected chaff, are true of hemp as of flax. It is 
not likely to be as useful a product as it has hitherto been, 
from the substitution of iron for hemp in the standing 
rigging of ships, and the introduction of coarse Egyptian 
flas in the manufacture of various &brics in which hemp 
had been used. 

Cotton, — Cotton is not imported direct into Ireland. 
It 18 purchased in Liverpool, and transhipped for Ireland. 
There are no manufactured goods to exchange for it. If 
it could be paid for by these, the cotton of the southern 
states or Surat, would be delivered in Limerick or Gral- 
way free of the dangers and delay of a channel voyage. 
" It will be an era in our prosperity when a bale of cotton 
direct from New Orleans, will be spun and woven in Kil- 
laloe, and in part returned as printed calicoes or muslins 
from LimericK to the United States.'^ Such a state of 
tUngs involves many conditions — ^the introduction of ma- 
chinery, capital, and skill, and the creation of a busy po- 
pulation of well-paid people, where poverty and idleness 
only are now seen. 

Woollen Manufacture. — A large quantity of wool 
is grown in Ireland. The grazing counties of the lime- 
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stone plain afford a good herbage for sheep. If the wool 
grown here were manufactured without leaying the coun- 
try, employment would be given to a great portion of 
the people. But it is exported in large quantities to 
France, worked into mousselines de laine, and then sent 
back to Ireland, where the Irish ladies wear it, as uncon- 
scious as may be of the vast advantage it would be that it 
had been spun, and woven, and printed without leaving 
Ireland. The wool of Ireland and England is adopted 
exclusively for the worsted trade, and the Irish wool being 
of good fibre, is sought for the finer kinds of worsted of 
French manufacture. For woollen cloths and similar goods 
the wool is imported from the continent.* 

Salt. — Salt is the basis of more chemical manufiwstures 
than any other ; and it is indispensable to a civilized peo- 
ple. It yields chlorine, and is thus the original material 
of all the arts whiclji involve bleaching processes. It 
yields soda, which is an ingredient in soap, glass, and other 
substances. It is one of the few things in which we are 
dependent for our 8upJ)ly on England. There is no natural 
depository of salt in Ireland. Salt can be obtained by the 
evaporation of salt water. The cost would be ffreat, being 
25 shillings a ton, and the cost of the En^sh salt at 
Liverpool being seldom more than 10 or 12 shnlings a ton. 

* '* He (Lord Strafford) found amongst the Irish little or no trade or 
manufactures, but some small beginnings of a doathing trade, which pro- 
mised to increase, and might in time essentially affect the staple commodity 
of England. Ireland furnished wool in great quantities, and its people 
could SSord to Tend their cloth in foreign markets on more moderate terms 
than the English traders. A governor particularly jealous of any dimi- 
nution of the King's customs was alarmed at this prospect ; he considered 
farther that the Irish subjects, if restrained from indraping their own wool, 
must of necewity fetch their doathing from England, so as in some sort to 
be dependant on this country for their liTelihood. Hence the connection 
of these realms must become firm and indissoluble, as the Irish could not 
revolt from their allegiance without nakedness to themselves and their far 
milies." — LeUmd's History of Ireland, 2rd vol, p, 28. This was not the 
least singular mode which England has adopted to preserve Irish allegiance. 
The doathing here spoken of was the coarse kind. Lord Strafford a^ected 
to establish the linen trade, after bavins done his best to destroy the woollen 
trade of Irdand, as an equivalent; but Mr. John O'Connell very abl^ 
proves that the two trades had flourish^ together, and that consequentlv it 
was out ef the power of Lord Strafford to remunerate the Irish for the loss 
of their woollen trade, bv giving to them what they had before. See the 
Argument for Ireland, p, 14d, in the appendix to the Commercial Injustices, 
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6.— INTERCOUESE AND EXCHANGE. 

Such are the chief products of Ireland, and they appear 
to your Committee to afford an abundant promise of pros- 
perity to a people supplied with industrial knowledge and 
enterprize, whose exertions should be fostered by a parental 
goyemment. That the people of Ireland are not possessed 
of such knowledge ; that the rare industry of the country 
has not been informed by an educated spirit, is one of the 
many effects of the great cause of national decay — ^the 
absence of a protectiye legislature. The industry of the 
neighbouring country has been imduly fayoured— -our tradq 
and manufactures haye been directly crossed, or indirectly 
discouraged — ^no sound system of industiial education has 
been propounded — ^the people have been left to struggle, 
with all the disadvantages of our social and political state, 
against a rival, in whose hands were the ready means of 
oppression and discouragement. That they are now awake 
to these evils, is the result of the enlightened spirit of en- 
quiry which the Association has awakened — ^that they will 
triumph over them, will be the consummation of your labors. 

Haying discussed the natural wealth of Ireland, Dr. 
Kane proceeds to the investigation of the means by which 
that wealth will be available, and the first subject is na- 
turally the facility that exists of exchange, the ready access 
to markets by means of inland navigation, and of roads. 
By their means, the substances needful for manufacture are 
brought to the localities where the processes for working 
them may be most advantageously effected, and the pro- 
duce of the soil is carried to the best markets. The means 
of communication are not yet fully developed and improved 
in Ireland. 

Dr. Kane gives various facts to illustrate the position 
that he lays down, that the expenditure of money by 
government in facilitating the intercourse, commercial and 
social, of a people, is neither a loan nor a benevolence, but a 
safe and profitable investment of capital, making abundant 
return in money, to say nothing of the greater facilities it 
affords for the administration of the law, public protection, 
and the safety of the state. In 1815, the town of Cli^en 
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^ve no revenue to the state, such was its seclusion and 
inaccessibility. Roads were made, an easy access estab- 
lished, the town and the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
Were brought within the bounds of civilization. Clifden be- 
came an export town, sending out in 1836, 800 tons of oats, 
and, with the neighbouring country, yielding to the state 
a revenue of £7000. In eleven years the sum of £160,000 
was spent in public works in Connaught — ^the increase of 
the annual revenue has equalled the whole amount. Sums 
like these, advanced by a government (as they would be 
often advanced by a nome government), are not boons 
and favours, but should be looked on as a portion of the 
ordinary expenditure of the state. England has given 
all such sums, as well as sums for public education, art, 
and manufactures, with great unwillingness, and not at all 
in the spirit of union, of which they are so constantly de- 
claiming. Wherever economy in expenditure Was advisable, 
Ireland was the scene of economy — and the lavish grants 
so freely voted to support the arts, the antiquities, and the 
literature of England — to facilitate the enterprize of her 
merchants and tradesmen — to develope her various sources 
of wealth — preselit a singular contrast to the meagre and 
unwilling pittances voted to Ireland for similar purposes. 
In the article of roads, canals, and other means of com- 
munication, the government of England has exhibited the 
same, what may be called, thriftless economy — ^thriftless, 
because expenditure on such matters has always proved, 
at one and the same time, a source of revenue, and a 
guarantee of public tranquyiity. Your Committee refers 
to the observations of Dr. Kane upon the contrast existing 
between the conduct of England to Scotland and to Ireland. 
A million and a half of money was given — ^not lent, but as. 
a free gi& — ^to Scotland for roads and canals. Fresh from two 
imsuccessful rebellions, she received the boon of broad roads 
dnd numerous canals from England; other sums, in addition, 
were lent at moderate interest, as for instance, a quarter of 
a tnillion to Leith Harbour, and an arrangement was made 
that for all roads required in Scotland, tne state pays one 
half the expense, and the locality which is benefitted, pays 
the other. Such policy, which is highly creditable, and 
a singular and characteristic contrast to that adopted here, 
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has eventuated in diffuaing intelligence, bufflness habits, 
general morality, and amenability te law. Scotland fur- 
nishes more revenue, proportionably to her populaticMi, 
than Ireland, but not a yreater proportion of profit on the 
sums expended by the state on tlie improvement of her people. 
The Board of Works has done something in Ireland, but 
its organization is bad ; it requires a high rate of interest 
for the small sums it lends, and a large degree of security 
for the loans advanced. It is not such an institution as 
would be established by a domestic le^lature. Yet one 
instance of the ^ood effects it has produced is thus stated : 

" The ^rant from the Board of Works formed a nucleus, 
round which the subscriptions of the local gentry generally 
accumulated, so that objects for which otherwise no meana 
could be obtained were thus carried rapidly into effect. 
Such local workis were also of the peculiar use that they 
could be carried on, in general, at times when other employ- 
ment was slack, and tney required principally the rough 
labour furnished by the inhabitants oi the district. Thus^ 
not long ago, a part of Kerrv, near Kenmare river, was 
suffering under the miseries of almost famine. By the aid 
of the Board of Works the construction of some roads was 
started, and the population was set te work. Being paid 
their weekly wages, they were enabled te purchase abundant 
food. Their cottages have ceased te be the abode of disease 
and misery. A way being opened for the produce of their 
fields, their agriculture has become more active. A school has 
been erected on the road side, and industry and education 
having been now introduced among that so lately wretehed 
people, there is every hope of a steady progress in social 
comfort." 

The government has, however, made a job of this board. 
The sums it lends are constantly circulating at a very high, 
almost usurious rate of interest, and the profit thus made 
is pocketed by the government. If the surplus, after pay- 
ing the expenses, were applied in grants for public purposes, 
the board, even with its present organization, might be a 
great public advantage. 

Land carriage is very expensive, averaging 6rf. a mile 
per ton. ^ The best substitute for which is water carriage, 
the appliances of which are very abundant in Ireland ; and 
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your Committee will proceed to lay some important facts 
coimected with this subject briefly before the Association. 

Water Carriage. — Water carriage in Ireland can be 
effected by means of 

1. — The rivers, 
2.— The lakes, 
3. — Canals. 

The rivers are numerous and navigable, and we begin 
with the Shannon. 

The Shamion* — For a distance of 60 miles from the 
sea to Limerick, this ^eat river presents a noble estuary 
and tide-way, with no impediment, and with a flood equal 
to a height of 20 feet at the city qtwys.t Steamers ply 
between Tarbert and Limerick, and to Kilrush, in Clare, on 
the opposite side of the estuary. The estuary of the Fergus 
affords the means of connecting Ennis, the capital of Clare, 
with the Shannon, and it is well known that Mr. Steele 
has interested himself zealously and earnestly in effecting 
this object. From Limerick to Killaloe, the navigation, 
partly canal, and partly in the narrow portion of the river, 
18 effected by passage boats drawn by horses. Lough 
Derg and the nver to Athlone, admit of steamers, some 
of which ply on the lake, of large size, and smaller on the 
river chaimel. B.egular steam traffic has not penetrated 
beyond Athlone; but Lough Bee, Loughs Bodarig and 
Boffin, and Lou^h Allen, will admit navigation by the 
largest vessels. It is expected that shortly lar^e steamers 
may ply from Killaloe to the northern termmus of the 
river. The English government did not allow the Shannon 
to roll untributary waters through the middle of the country, 
and as it did not suit its pohcy to convert the river to 
purposes of national utility, and to foster the industry of 
the people, it used it as a means of defence against the 
western portion of the country. It was not consistent 
with the objects of England that the Shannon should be 

* See Charles W. Williams's admirable work on Inland Naviffation, p. 22. 
This book should be in the reading rooms of the movement, it is abundant 
in its details, and is written with considerable powers of composition, and 
with great simplicity and intelligibility. 

t See Appendix 4. 
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the medium of ciyilization to the people ; a more obvioiu 
and more usual employment for its waters -was, to turn 
them into a barrier and defence aeainst the uncivilized 
tribes who dwelt on its western bai^. Even at present, 
when public opinion has demanded the expenditure of some 
capital on its improvement, the voice of ignorant avarice 
or national antipathy is raised against such expenditure, as 
thriftless and unremunerative. The expense of the alter- 
ations at present going on, is defrayed partly by the public 
funds, and partly by a rate levied on the counties along 
the river. Lord Monteagle said of such public works — 
**They produce, as their ordinary effects, extended cultiva- 
tion, improved habits of industry, a better administration of 
justice, the re-establishment of peace and tranquillity in dis- 
turbed districts, a domestic colonization of a population in 
excess in certain districts, a diminution of illicit distillation, 
and a very considerable increase of revenue." It is worth 
while remarking, that the government of which his lordship 
is so ardent a supporter, has been ^gularly slow in avail- 
ing itself of the advantages thus enumerated, and the fiction 
of which he is so distmguished a member, showed very 
littie inclination, when in power, to realize the theory of 
public benefit which he has so fully propounded. The sum 
heretofore expended on the Shannon is, £316,346 1 Is. 3d. 
and the average daily employment given on its banks, is 
about 1,884 men. Tne number of passengers by steamers, 
between Limerick and Kilrosh, m 1836, was, 23,851. 
There is no return of goods cairried at the same period. 
Between Limerick and Killaloe, in 1836, the number of 
passengers by packet boats was, 14,000, and the traffic. 

In 1831 was, 28,212 tons, paying £1,092 14^. tolls. 
In 1836 was, 36,018 tons, paying £1,614 2^. tolls. 

On the middle Shannon, where steamers from 100 horse 
power to 20 ditto ply, the number of passengers in 1836 
was, 4,083. The upper Shannon extends from Athlone 
to Lough Allen : the boats on it are from 30 to 50 tons, 
and the freight is usually Id. per ton a mile. There are 
no nassenger boats or steamers, and the amount of toll is 
email. 

From the Fifth Report of the Shannon Commissioners, 
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it appears that the traffic on the river, under their control, 
that IS abore Limerick, was : 



Years. 


Tonnage 
Landed. 


Tonnage 
Loaded. 


Total. 


1840 
1841 
1842 


40,882 
43,405 
46,435 


31,180 
37,335 
39,880 


72,062 
80,740 
86,315 



The Blackwater^ Barrow^ Sfc. — Of the other rivers it 
may be generally said that their appliances of navigation 
are not fully developed. This is true of the Blackwater, 
the Nore, and the Suir. The Barrow is however an ex- 
ception, by whose means and by a branch of the Grand 
Canal, a water communication is established between Dub* 
lin and New Boss. But there is abundant room for the 
exertion of public enterprize in perfecting the natural ad- 
vantages of Ireland in water communication, for which the 
country is so well adapted; and your Committee trust 
that the attention of the Association will not fail to be di- 
rected to this, as well as to the other neglected sources of 
national wealth and prosperity. 

The Canals. — The ccmals are referable to two designs — 
to connect the Shannon with the Irish Sea at Dublin ; and 
secondly to connect Lough Neagh with the British Chan- 
nel at Newry and Belfast. The first object is effected by 
llie Eoyal and the Grand Canals ; and the second by the 
partly river, and partly canal, and partly tidal navigation 
of the Lagan and the other northern canals. The Koyal 
Canal has a total length of ninety-two miles from Dublin 
to the river Camlin, where it enters the Shannon at Tar- 
monbarry. Its average income is about £24,000, and its 
expenditure £11,000, and the average toll about Id. to 1 Jcf. 
per ton per mile. The Grand Canal joins the Shannon at 
Shannon harbour, and passing through it goes on to Bal- 
linasloe. It is 99 miles in length. It has numerous 
branches, two of which extend into the boggy districts of 
the middle counties, whose drainage partly supplies the 
canal with water. In 1837, passengers to the number of 
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100,695 used this canal — a number which has not once 
been exceeded. The tonnage carried by it in 1842 was 
191,958, and the tolls £35,774 ISs. 5d. The Lagan na- 
▼igation, which commences at Belfast, is about 28^ miles in 
length. The Newry canal communicates with the sea two 
miles from the town, passes north for 16^ Irish miles to 
Whitecoat, there joins the Bann, and by it passes to Lou^h 
Neagh. There are no passenger boats, and the toUs m 
1837 were £3,505 lis. 5d. There is a small canal from 
Coal Island in Tyrone to the Biver Blackwater, but the 
traffic is inconsiderable. The Ulster canal connects Lough 
Neagh and Upper Lough Erne. It commences at Chor- 
lemont, on the river Blackwater, near its junction with 
Lough Neash, and passing by Monaghan and Clones, joins 
the Upper Lou^h Lme, aAer having traversed forty-^ht 
miles. These mland seas are thus connected by a water 
communication, which only requires some improvements at 
Enniekillen and in the lower lake, to present a continuous 
communication from Ballyshannon to Bel&st, a distance of 
150 miles. This canal is progressing in its traffic, it being 
in the year ending April, 1843, 13,371 tons, produdng 
£1,261 in tolls, and in April, 1844, 17,585 tons, producing 
£1,976 in tolls. From Drogheda to Navan, a distance of 
19 miles, and below Droghe£h for 124 miles, a navigation, 
half canal and half river, exists, and is known as the Lower 
Boyne. 

Propositions have been made to effect a junction of the 
Ulster Canal and Lough Erne, with the Shannon at Lei- 
trim, the length of the canal to effect which, would be 28 
miles and a half, and 21 miles of steam navigation on 
Lough Oughter to Killeshandra. The cost of which is 
estimated at £170,000. By means of this proposed im- 
provement. Limerick would be in communication with 
Enniskillen and Ballyshannon, and with Belfast, and a 
total line of 716 miles be opened out. That this is re- 
quired is plain from the fact, that timber and heavy articles 
of traffic are brought from Newry to within a few miles of 
the Shannon, on to BaUinasloe, by land, at an expense of 
6d. per ton per mile, the expense of water carriage never 
exceedmg 2^d. 

44 



INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF IRELAND. 247 

JLakes. — The largest river in Great Britain and Ireland 
is the Shannon, and the largest lake is Lough Neagh, the 
coasts of which are made by the counties of Deny, Antrim, 
Tyrone, Armagh, and Down. Its area is 100,000 acres. 
Steam-boats ply upon it. The principal emporium on it is 
Fortadown, which is placed on tne Bann, near the junction 
of the Newry canal, and is the present terminus of the 
Ulster Bailway. It is not surprising that with so many 
appliances of internal trade and communication, a con- 
siderable degree of prosperity is, relatively to the rest of 
Ireland, possessed by Ulster. Upper and Lower Lough 
Cme (extending for 30 miles), has been made available K>r 
internal communication to Enniskillen by the Ulster rail- 
way. Steam vessels ply on Lough Gill, for the purpose of 
effecting a communication between Sligo and Dromohan, 
and on the completion of the Shannon improvements, the 
Lough Allen steamers will be separated from those of 
Sligo, only by a few miles of country, containing no insu- 
perable obstacle to improvement. The province of Con- 
naught affords the greatest room for improvement, and also 
the most abundant means to effect it, of any part of Ire- 
land. There exists three large lakes — Loughs Corrib, 
Mask, and Carra, which could be brought into com- 
munication with the sea, and with each other, by a canal 
of three miles in length. There is another group of lakes 
in connexion with the river Moy, which falls into the sea 
at Ballina — ^namely Loughs Conn and Cullin. They pre- 
sent a direct navigation of eleven miles (with 53 miles of 
coast). Surveys have been made, with a view to open this 
lake navigation to the coast, which could be effected by an 
arrangement of canals including but seventeen locks. A 
navigation of 53 miles direct could be secured, available to 
a district of 800,000 inhabitants, who are now in possession 
of but the most rude and expensive means of intercourse. 
The history of this province, much like that of the rest of 
Ireland, is one of appliances unused, and resources unde- 
veloped. It was onginallv the place of transportation to 
the "mere Irish," in the old days of Cromwell and his fol- 
lowers, and in the modem persecution of Armagh ; it was 
also the recipient of London charity, when famines were 
sweeping away the wretched inhabitants — ^it yet remains 
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for modem patriotism, and enlightened legislation, to de- 
relope the great and abundant resources which it contains, 
and which would render the casual exertions of benerolence 
unnecessary. 

Railtoays. — There are but three railways in Ireland, the 
Dublin and Dalkey, the Dublin and Drogheda, and the 
Ulster. The most violent opposition was shown to the exten- 
sion of railway system on a large scale, to Ireland; but at 
present, the progress of public opinion has forced the ques- 
tion on the le^slature; and the suggestions of the Commis- 
sioners of Bailways, appointed in 1838, are about being real- 
ized to some extent by the Cas&el railway, with the proposed 
branches to Limerick, Waterford, and Cork. The traffic 
on the existing railways has been very remunerative, and 
there is little doubt that the extension of the means of ra- 
pid, cheap, and constant intercourse will be of the utmost 
miportance in a social, industrial, and political point of 
view.* According as such intercourse grows, w^th and 
intelligence will accompany its growth; and a people in- 
creasing in these two possessions, will scarcely endure the 
neglectful, obstructive, and oppressive legislation of any 
other country, however geographically near. The returns 
on the Kingstown line are as follows: 



Tear. 


Passengers. 


Total Income. 


1842 
1843 
1844 


1,632,065 
1,758,878 
1,962,051 


£40,208 2 4 
42,401 3 1 
45,255 8 2 



On the Ulster railway the returns have been, — 



Year. 


Passengers. 


Receipts. 


1840-3 
1843^ 


425,864 
436,317 


£21,148 15 10 
25,145 2 1 



* See Porter's Progrea of the Nation, chap. 1, sec. 3, 
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The propositions on the subject of railwa>y8 are numerous^ 
with a view of connectiDig the chief towns and districte of 
Ireland. A line is proposed from Drogheda to Portadown, 
to join the Ulster railway, and thus to connect Dublin and 
Selfast; and another line is contemplated from Drogheda 
to Navan and KeUs, by an extension of which, a coimection 
may be formed with the Shannon, by Longford. The 
Ulster Railway Company is about extending the line by 
Armagh to Monaghan, and thus throwing open the centre 
counties to Belfast. In connection with this subject, Dr. 
Kane has discussed the propriety of adopting the atmo&t 
pheric principle, which he seems, on various grounds, to 
prefer to the locomotive en^es.* 

On the subject of railways, as on aU other means of sodal 
advance, we have to complain of the indifference, ignorance, 
or oppressive policy of England. Sums have been ex- 
pended in every quarter of the globe — ^to liberate the negro 
— to extend to Canada the advantages of internal navigation 
— to effect the expeditious transport of the mails beween 
the colonies and Great Britain ; her money was voted with 
munificent liberality for all English objects, and our own 
peculiar monies (such as the Crown Kents and the like) were 
dishonestly applied to similar purposes ; but when an Irish 
interest was to be served — when the nation demanded the 
means of internal traffic and ready intercourse, the niggard 
and oppressive policy of the neighbouring country stood 
confessed, and no impediment was too shght, no excuse 
too paltry, to divert from Ireland a contemplated assistance* 
Our fate in this particular is the wonted one of a dependent 
country, and is only a part of the invariable history of 
Buch a connection as that which now exists between Eng- 
land and Ireland, and which did exist between Holland and 
Belgium. A few miles of a canal in Canada, a country 
which is no assistance to England, has cost much more 
than all that has been expended on the Shannon. The 
money laid out in Canada is unremunerative to England, a 
pure gift, whilst the Shannon is able to repay in revenue 
ten-fold the niggardly charity of Great Britain. During 
the session before last, the House of Commons of England, 

• See Industrial Resources, p. 355. 
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wiih a few dissentieiit notes firom Mr. Hume, oonfiented to 
guarantee 4 per cent, interest on a loan of £1,500,000, 
to be advanced to promote public works in Canada^ whilst 
within the year, the same legislature reAised a proposal to 
allow the Irish counties to borrow £2,500,000 on their own 
security i for the making of railways.* They entered into 
a contract to allow £240,000 a year for the conveyance of 
midls between Great Britain and the West Indies, an 
annuity which would have enabled them, if they were in- 
inclined, to raise as much money as would have intersected 
ail Ireland with railways. It is probable that such policy 
will receive its reward m the fullness of time. 

Dr. Kane, adopting the opinions of the Railway Com- 
missioners, insbts that ndlways should be under the control 
of government, and for reasons that appear satisfactory. 
From the expensive nature of the railway system, a rail- 
way may be considered as a monopoly against which no 
competition is likely to be set on foot. This gives the 
proprietors the power of managing ail matters connected 
with the hours of starting, the speed of going, and the 
lares^ of travelling, just as they please, and leaves the 
public at their mercy. The suggestions made by the Bs^ 
way Commissioners, of a modified interference by govern- 
ment, appear likely to be adopted to some extent, by the 
enactments of Mr. Gladstone's bill, enabling government 
to purchase the property in railways — ^a bill nimich has been 
brought in since the appearance of Dr. Kane's work. It 
has excited considerable opposition on the part of the dif- 
ferent companies ; but the objections which they have set 
forth in the shape of a protest,! appear to be grounded 
rather on the interests of individual proprietors, than on 
those of the public. They place great stress upon the 
power of competition to keep companies in check ; but, as 
we have remarked, the expensive nature of railways renders 
any competition unlikely, if not impossible. 

If three trunk lines issued from Dublin — northwards 
to Armagh, westwards to Mullingar, and southwards to 

• See Mr. W. S. O'Brien's speech, 4th July, 1843. It has been re- 
printed by the Association and forms a standard argument for Ireland. 

t Sea the Railway Record, 6th July, 1844. 
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Cttshel, tlie cost would be, according to the highest 

estimate, 

To Caehel, 100 miles, ... £1,300,000 
To MuUingar, 49 miles, ... 459,000 

To Armagh, 92 xmles, ... 1,185,000 

£2,944,000 
Suppose the goTemment to effect a loan, ihe interest 
of which should be repayable at 4j^ per cent, and the 
districts through which the railways shoidd pass, were 
to be assessed for the payment of that interest, accord- 
ing to the degree of benefit derived jfrom the railway — 
in that case, should the lines realize 4^ per cent, the 
assessed dislricts would have nothing to pay ; and if the 
lines realized more than 4^ per cent, the overplus would 
be absolute gain, applicable to local purposes, hospitals, 
public buildings, drainage, or the like. But suppose that 
the lines realized nothing — a monstrous and improbable 
supposition — ^the tax upon the acre of arable land would 
be but from 4d, to 5^d. in the districts benefitted most, 
and Id. to If J. in the districts least benefitted. But so 
far from any such thing being probable, as that the lines 
should realize nothing, it is certain that on every one of 
these lines a great overplus would exist, applicable to the 
purposes above mentioned. It is, however, very doubtful 
that any measure of such paramount utility will be adopted 
by the English legislature. 

The adaptability of Ireland to railways, is manifested by 
an examination of her ffeologioal structure. The limestone 
plain in the centre of fieland, occupying an area of 10,000 
square miles, affords great facilities for engineering. There 
are mountain ranges in the north and south, presenting 
some, but not unusual, difficulties. The contrast is most 
strikkig between England and Ireland in the number of 
railways, canals, and navigable rivers : 





England. 


Irelaiid. 


Canals (statute miles), 

Navigable rivers 

Bailroads 


2478 
1820 
1742 


362 

360 

60 
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And these fecilities of intercourse are spread over a sur- 
face not greater than Ireland. The Insh producer, in 
possession of few, rude, and expensive modes of transport, 
can be easily undersold by his English competitor, who has 
so many and such excellent appliances of traffic, such 
quick access to markets, and such economical modes of 
travelling. It is very unlikely that England will, of her own 
free accord, do any thing to disturb these relations. But 
it would be well u our representatives brought such cir- 
cumstances oftener before tne le^slature, or, if they despair 
of attaining their object there, if they would direct atten- 
tion to them in the public assembly c« the Assodation. 

7.— FOREIGN TRADE, 

We possess a home market capable of being rendered of 
the greatest importance, by the encouragement of our pro- 
ductive industry, and numerous sources of wealth — by 
facilitating Internal communication, and developing the 
manufacturing capabilities of Ireland. 

Our capacities for foreign trade are not less. In point 
of position — in abundance of our harbours — ^in the means 
of victualling vessels — ^in all the conveniencies of foreign 
traffic we are equally happy as in those of the home trade, 
and they are equallv unproductive of any great public pros- 
perity. The spirit of English statesmen is discernible in 
the following remonstrance against Irish presumption: 
Lord Sheffield* says — " Her object is to become the mart 
of Europe for the trade of America, for which she is so 
well suited by her western situation, immediately open to 
the ocean, and accessible almost with every wind; her 
vessels often crossing the Atlantic in a shorter time than 
the shipping of London requires to clear the channel. In 
addition, her ships can be victualled infinitely cheaper, and 
every necessary of life being low, as well as pubhc taxes, 
the general charge of conducting trade will be proportion- 
ably less." The introduction of steam has not neutralized 
the advantages of our position. Heavy merchandize will 
always be sent by sailing vessels; and even with regard to 

• Obsenrations on Trade and Manufactures by John Lord SheflSeW, 1784. 
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passengers, it is most probable that if the access to the west 
of Ireland were as easy as it should be, they would prefer 
starting from the extremest point. Railways connecting 
Dublin with the western coast would effect this object, and 
yet, in the projected lines, this view of the subject does not 
appear to have been taken into consideration. The branch 
line, intended to extend to Limerick, from the great 
Southern railway, is the nearest approach to this attainment 
of a rapid communication between Europe and America; 
but it would appear that Galwav is the most appropriate 
terminus for a railway. Its bay is one of the finest in Ire- 
land, capable of containing any amount of shipping : the 
distance from it to Dublin is the shortest between any two 
points on the eastern and western shores; and the nature 
of the belt which joins tiie two towns, renders the creation 
of railroads a matter of comparative facility. 

8.— PRICE OF LABOUR IN IRELAND, AND 
CHARACTER OF THE LABOURERS. 

The price of labour is in Ireland, as elsewhere, regulated 
by the supply, and, unfortunately, owing to causes already 
stated in this Report, the supply here far exceeds the de- 
mand, and the remimeration is consequently extremely low. 
We have been in the habit of reckoning this cheapness of 
labour as one of the elements of manufacturing and agri- 
cultural success ; but it is a question whether what is cafied 
low priced labour is, in fact, the most economic ; men who 
are paid low wages, and who are therefore confined to bad 
food and unhealthy lodgings, not being able to perform 
the same c[uantity of work, and in the same effective way, 
as well paid, well fed, and well lodged labourers are.* A 
greater number of labourers is thus required, and though the 
price of each man's labour is smaller, the aggregate expense 
IS greater than that of a lesser number of better paid men.f 
It IS not quite certain that wages are so much cheaper in 
Ireland than England. Skilled labour, in which we are so 
greatly deficient, is dearer ; mere physical work is got more 

* See this subject admirably discussed in the Industrial Resources, p. 378. 
•f See Appendix, (5.) 
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economically, afi the supply of it is so much greater. A 
bricklayer in London will get 22«. a week, and his labourer 
14^.; a bricklayer in Dublin gets 25s. a week, and his 
labourer only 9^. — simply because skill is abundant in 
England and sinew here. 

In stren^h, height, and weight, the Irishman, according 
to the opimons of i^rofessor Forbes, of Edinburgh, of Pro- 
fessor Quetelet, of the University of BruxeUes, and by the 
practical experiment of others, is the tallest, strongest, and 
weightiest man in Europe. Professor Quetelet (as cdd 
Mr. Forbes, in Scotland) made observations on the strength 
and size, &c. of the different students attending hie Uni- 
versity, and the residt is this : — 





Avera^ 

height m 

inches. 


Average 
weight in 
pouDcb. 


Avenge 

strength in 

pounds. 


Irish ... 
Scotch... 
English.. 
Belgium. 


70 
69 

68 


155 
152^ 
151 
150 


432 
423 
403 
339 



17.325 to 27.562 flbs. 
11.505 to 24.255 ... 
15.112 ... being im 



Mr. Field, the great mechanical engineer, tested the 
power of British and Irish labourers, to raise weights by 
means of a crane — this is the result : 

Irishman from 
Englishman... 
Welshman 
utmost performance. 

It is not strength but skill which is required, and un- 
palatable as the following opinion is, it is but right to 
submit it to consideration. " Irishmen are not appointed 
to such situations (?. e, appointments given to English and 
Scotchmen, where skill is required), because they are not 
educated for them; Scotchmen and Englishman obtam 
them, because they learn what is necessary for such duties. 
The remedy for this is, not to declaim agamst foreigners, 
but to learn those trades so well as to make it the direct 
interest of the employer to give his countrymen the pre- 

52 



INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF IRELAND. 255 

ference."* The advice is excellent — the statement is, to a 
great extent, correct ; it would be more imquestionably so, 
if vre did not see English and Scotchmen usurping all 
political offices, high and low, from those which demand 
the greatest intellect down to the meanest employment 
about the Castle — not for their genius, skill, or mdustry, 
but because of their country. 

Combination, — Absolute freedom to the labourer to de- 
mand what wages he pleases, and for the employer to give 
such remuneration as his capital and returns entitle him to 
oflfer, is necessary for successful trade and agriculture. It 
is, however^ untrue, that we are more addicted to combina- 
tion against employers in Ireland than they are in England. 
Our crimes here, the results oftentimes of oppression, and 
often of Ignorance, are political weapons to be used by the 
hired traducers of the English press, and their miserable 
half-taught imitators in Ireland. They are chronicled, 
exaggerated, and deepened. Any malignant reptile, like 
the writer of the Morning Herald, can cry " savage," and 
turn to the pages of our anti-national home-press to verify 
the epithet by the true or false details of some agrarian 
outrage, or some outbreak a^inst machinery. But it is 
graphically said — " th^-t the history of England fw the last 
century presents a series of the most violent outbreaks, 
riots, and combinations — murders of the most amiable 
employers, destruction of machinery and mills, in fact, 
sucJi an array of illegal interference with the just rights of 
property and labour, as would, if judiciously worked up 
by an active editor, supply materials for a histwy of Great 
Britain that has not yet been written." 

9._WANT OF CAPITAL. 

The supposed want of capital in Ireland has been a 
great obstacle to Irish enterprize. That capital is not as 
largely applied to industrial objects in this country as it 
might be, is, your Committee submits, quite evident ; that 
considerable masses of capital are transmitted to England 
and other countries, to absentee landlords, is also unques- 

* Industrial Resources, p. 382. 
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tioned ; that the centralization of all offices, almost all 
pursuits of dignity, and all the great rewards of ambition in 
London, have taken away from us a vast deal of our wealth, 
is sufficiently plain ; but that there is no want of Irish 
money, is equally evident. Irishmen are possessed of lai^ 
property in English railways— considerable wealth is in- 
vested m pasturage farming, by which the people are little 
benefitted ; the money transmitted to London to purchase 
English stock, amounts to a large sum; and the capital 
invested in steam vessels belonging to Dublin, exceeds the 
united steam property of Bristol, Hull, and Idverpool. So 
that is absolutely a mistake to suppose that there is any 
want of money in our country.* There is, indeed, but 
very little visible proof of active available capital in Ireland ; 
the way has not been prepared for it, the means of com- 
munication have not been created, and profitable and safe 
modes to invest capital, have remained undiscovered by 
the legislature, and not sought for by the unindustrial 
genius of the people. It, is not capital that is wanted, it is 
the means of^ safely and profitably making it available. 
It seeks employment elsewhere, and is to be found invested 
in English, French, and Belgic railroads. We must dis- 
cover a way of retaining it at home, to confer benefit on 
the people, to iinprove the agriculture, and re-establish the 
manufikcture of Ireland. 

We have been too long taught to contemplate the mar- 
vellous effects of English capital, if it were introduced here ; 
but it would be strange, tbat if the inducements to home 
capitalists are not sufficiently clear to draw them into the 
market of business and enterprize, they should have any 
effect in attracting foreign capital. English money will go 

* " But the assertion that * Ireland wants capital,' is both vague and 
unfounded, and must be grappled with in limine. It is the offspring of 
ignorance as to the real state of the country, and is disproved by the fiict 
that Ireland has actually laid aside no less than 14 millions sterling within 
the short space of six and a half years, as shown by the authenticated return 
of the amount of government stock imported and exported from the 6th 
July, 1824, to 5th January, 1831, in which period £14,000,000 of govern- 
ment stock were purchased by Irish money Why then have not these 

millions been retained in Ireland, and invested in the purchase and improve- 
ment of land, in buildings, trade, commerce, manufactures, or objects of 
local improvement and enterprize ?" — WtUiams on Inland Navigation, p. 6. 
The answer to the last question is easily given. 
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into railway and canal speculation, if it promises well ; this 
is the passive industry of capital ; it is invested as in a bank, 
and makes a certain return; but the same capital will 
scarcely go to spin cotton at Killaloe. Its owner can 
resort to Manchester, where he finds skill, machinery, and 
industrial knowledge ready at his hands. He will remain 
at home, unless profits be very much greater in Ireland, 
which cannot well be the case, and there will therefore be 
no inducement for him to venture here. The same reason- 
ing is applicable in every similar branch of industry. We 
need not, therefore, look to En^and for capital ; neither 
should we pay any attention to the statements of those who 
were fond of representing that Irish turbulence keeps out 
English money. Englishmen would invest money m the 
Brazils, in America, in France, anywhere, if half per cent, 
additional could be realized^ though the countries were 
wrapt in civil war, or on the verge of bankruptcy. They 
would never have been deterred, if the investment were 
safe and advantageous, fi*om sinking capital here, by the 
turbulence and violence which are the offspring of their 
own legislation and influence. 

10.— INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 

We have seen that in neither the deamess of fuel, nor the 
want of capital, is to be found any serious obstacle to ex- 
tended industry in Ireland. The other conditions of manu- 
facturing and commercial enterprize are amply fulfilled : we 
have abundant water power; a great extent of mines; a 
fertile soil; the appliances of water transport in rivers, 
lakes, canals, and harbours ; and a surface of country well 
adapted to land carriage. These advantages have been a 
theme for political economists and popular orators; but the 
harbours are bare of ships, the rivers undisturbed by the 
bustle of industry, the soil possesses only a restricted de- 
gree of productiveness, and the manu&cturing capabilities, 
except partially in Ulster, are left entirely undeveloped. 
Even in Ulster, the linen trade has not attained any thing 
like a natural developement, and it is entirely unknown in 
the rest of Ireland. This want of enterprize — ^this waste 
of means — this utter disuse of great resources, is the result 
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of, araoDgst other things, the absence of special industrial 
education. We have been very backvrard in the apprecia- 
lion of educational ideas : the different schemes of gov^:i^ 
ment have been corrupted by intolerance, or rendered com- 
poiatively useless by the unsound and unconsidered p-inci- 
pies on which they have been carried on ; the law and the 
church have been the ministers of education, without askings 
or accepting any assistance from science. Even the present 
system, irreproachable as are the characters who adnuniea- 
ter it, is defective, from this very absence of practical scaenr- 
tific men^ who, knowing the want and the value of indus- 
trial knowledge, would struggle to impart it to the cksaes 
whose prosperity so much depends upon its possession. A 
due mixture of religious, scientific, and literary men, would 
serve the educational object better than the motley board 
of administration, whose abortive efforts we are witnessing' 
and deploring every day. The National Education Board 
has not yet had time fully to communicate its experiences, 
and the results of its labours, to the public. It remains to 
be seen how far they have given to each boy, a general 
elementary instruction^ and a special tnstruction, in the 
calling which he intends to follow ; how much they have 
educated the educators; whether they have sent forth a 
body of well-instructed, sagacious men, with a good know- 
ledge of industrial pursuits, asid a power of communicating^ 
then: information to the children of the middle and poorer 
orders. From education such as we have indicated, has 
sprung the commercial and manufecturing prosperity of 
Belgium ; from the special instruction acquired by Engifeii- 
TH&Q in their difi^rent departments, has arisen their supe- 
riority over the workmen of all other countries; a supe- 
riority which has balanced the want of moral education^ 
which is quite as general as the useful practical teaefanig 
they receive. In the evidence given by emjJoyers on the 
infiuence of training and education on the value of work-- 
men, and which may be found in the Report to the Poor- 
Law Commissioners on the training of pauper children 
(1841), the following important facts are stated : 

" Albert Escher, one of the firm of Escher, Wyssy and 
Co., of Zurich, employing from six to eight hundred men 
in their machine-making establishment at Ziirich ; employ- 
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koLg also about 200 men in their cotton-milla there, and 
about 500 men in their cotton^manufactories in the Tyrol 
and in Italy, these men being of different nations, Swiss, 
Germans', French, EogUsh, i^tch, &c.y states, * As work- 
men only, the preference is due to the English,^ because they 
are traizked to special branches ; as men of general useful- 
ness, I should prefer the Saxons, beeanse they haye had 
a very careful general education, which has rendered them 
fit to take up any employment to which they may be called. 

The Scotch get on much better on the Continent 

than the English, which I ascribe chiefly to their better 
education, which renders it easy for them to adapt them- 
selves to circumstances. Knowing their own language 
grammatically, they have good facihty in acquiring foreign 
languages. They hare a great taste for reading, and 
always endeavour to advance themselves in respectable 
society, which makes them careful of their conduct, and 
eager to acquire such knowledge as may render themselves 

acceptable to better classes... ..The Dutch are, like the 

English, quite specially trained, but their education is not 
of a very high order, but very sound, and decidedly supe- 
rior to the English. It is an education in which economy 
atnd domestic and public respectability of conduct are parti- 
cularly enforced ; and we have found them to be peculiarly 

honest, economical, ord^ly, and trustworthy men .The 

English are in conduct the most disorderly, debauched, 
and unruly, and least respectable and trustworthy of any 
nation whom we have employed (and in saying this I 
express the experience of every manu&cturer on the Con- 
tinent to whom I have spoken, and especially of the 
English manufacturers, who make the loudest complaints). 
These characteristics of depravity do not apply to the 
English workmen who have received an education^ hut at- 
tach to the others in the degree in which they are in want 
of it. Refinement produced by education would be bene- 
ficial to workmen, for in the jnresent state of manufactures, 
when so much is done by machinery and tools, and so little 
by mere brute labour, mental superiority, system, order, 
punctuality, and good conduct — qualities all developed by 

education — are becoming of the highest consequence 

The uneducated English workmen at Zurich were so dis- 
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agreeable as lodgerSy having such disorderly and bad habits, 
spoiling the rooms, emptying vessels out of the windows, 
offending people in the streets, contravening the police 
regulations, that they found it difficult to get lodgings, 
and are obliged to pay more for them. Some of tbe best 
description of tiiie Lnglish workmen — one of the moat 
superior, to whom we gave 5L a-week wages, had so lowly 
bred a family, (he came from Oldham, where they are noto- 
rious for want of education,^ that his salary scarcely sufficed 
ibr his expenses — do not taKe so high a standing as foreign 

workmen who only receive 50/. a-year I invariaWy 

find that the best educated of our workmen live in the 
most respectable manner at the least expense, or make their 
money go the farthest in obtaining comforts. Of the 
English, the educated workmen are the only ones who save 
money out of their very large wages. The most educated 
of our British workmen is a Scotch engineer, who has a 
salary of 3/. a^week, of which he spends about one-half; 
he hves in very respectable lodgings ; he is always well 
dressed; he frequents reading-rooms ; subscribes to a circi^- 
lating library, purchases mathematicsd instruments, studies 
German, and has every rational enjoyment. We have an 
English workman, a single man, also of the same standing, 
who has the same wages, also a very sober person ; but as 
his education does not open to him the resource of mental 
enjojrment, he spends his evenings and Sundays in wine- , 
houses, because he cannot find other sources of amusement 
which presuppose a better education, and he spends his 
whole pay What pilfering we detect among our work- 
people is invariably amongst the class which is lowest in 
education.' "* 

The industrial knowledge of Englishmen is the most 
extensive of any people in Europe, as their moral training 
(speaking of workmen) is the lowest. We are amply 
supplied in the latter, and proportionately deficient in the 
former. All fiiture education which is intended to produce 
any good finiits, or to assist in helping forward the improv- 
ing spirit of the age, must have in view the communi- 
cating to the people, in addition to the moral training so 

* Knight's Store of Knowiedge, article Schools, p. 347-8. 
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requisite to men in every grade, and the religious instruc- 
tion which will be administered by the clergy of the 
different denominations, a good elementary genend know* 
ledge, and a special instruction in the avocations for which 
each person is intended. But as this is a subject in every 
way worthy of the deepest attention of all parties 
interested in the welfare of Ireland, your Committee will 
transfer to their Report, with a view of calling especial 
attention to it, the excellent exposition of industrial educa- 
tion given by Dr. Elane, ■ and in his own plain, concise, 
and intelligible manner : 

** A person about to be educated for industrial purposes 
should therefore be first thoroughly grounded in the ge- 
neral principles of the natural and physical sdences, and in 
elementary mathematics. All this can be done with far 
less expenditure of time, of trouble, and of money, than is 
usuaUy incurred with the Greek and Latin, for which, in 
industrial pursuits, there is seldom the slightest use. Thus 
grounded m general education, he should pass to his special 
branch, according as he is to be a chemist, a maker of ma- 
chines, a worker in metals, or of other trade. Of all the 
objects used in his peculiar occupation he should acquire 
the most minute knowledge; their properties and com- 
position ; their adulterations ; where they are foimd ; how 
they are obtained ; what can be substituted for them ; how 
they can be made. All these are things on which may de- 
pend, at each step of his future progress, whether he fol- 
lows a losing trade, or whether he be eminently successful. 
To this general education should be added the experience 
of the workshop. The simplest operation in the arts re- 
quires a degree of manipulative sldll that no books, no 
words can give. The most perfect theoretical acquaintance 
with the construction of machines, and the nature of various 
materials used, would not enable a man to do good work. 
But if the man has obtained the manual skill by working 
practice, there is no doubt but that the knowledge of the 
tools he is using and of the materials he worked upon, will 
enable him to do it better than he otherwise could. The 
practical education of the artisan in the place of actual 
working is, therefore, of all the most important, and re- 
quires most time. The ultimate object of the previous 
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discipline in science is to enable him iully to avail hiniBelf 
of the opportunities of improvement in his art which the 
workshop continually affords. This subject of industrial 
education is, as it appears to me, specially important to this 
country, as without it any available development of our 
industrial resources must be almost impossible. In ever^ 
branch of manu&cture England is alieady in poeseasioa 
of the field, and if we only learn from her, and aie comr- 
petent merely to follow her routine processes, we must 
remain always behind in the march of industrial improve- 
ment. There is no physical disadvantage in this comitry 
to render it necessary tbat we should always remain desti- 
tute of manufactures as we are at present. But we cer- 
tainly do not possess any advantage over England. On the 
contrary, her character is already made ; her mechanism is 
already in operation. To keep a market does not require at 
all as much exertion as to obtain one ; and hence it is only 
by the most strenuous exertion, and by the most perfect 
knowledge of his trade, that an Irish manu&cturer can 
have any chance of success. To succeed against his Eng- 
lish competitor, he must know more than he. It is evident 
that we have much to change, yet it is not impossible. 
The practical part of education for industry must be ef- 
fected in the factory. But all that part which ccmsists in 
general and special scientific discipline might be most ef- 
ficiently carried on by means of institutions of a collegiate 
character. The central School of Arts and Manu&ctures 
in Paris, founded under the direction of Professor Dumas, 
deserves, in this point of view, to be considered as aflbrding' 
an excellent example. In Prussia and Austria similar in- 
stitutions have been organized under the care of the go- 
vernment ; and in England and Scotland also the necessity 
of adding scientific knowledge to practical education haa 
been acfaaofwledged by the foundation of departments for 
that purpose in connexion vnth various local mstitutions." 
The National Board will be little more than an ex- 
pensive job, if it does not study to fulfil these designs. 
When the manufacture movement took place some years 
ago, some people fi>olishly imagined that we could beat the 
English products, whilst we were using hand-looms, and 
trusting to the capricious patronage of fashion against a 
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rival possessed of the most superior maofainerj, and the 
greatest practical knowledge. It was a piece of ignoranoe, 
-which is common enough in Ireland, and which will never be 
removed unless by the diffiision of enlightenment, through 
the medium of a wise and well considered plan of Educar 
tion; such as that which prevailed in Holland, in Belgium, 
and the States of the Prussian les^e, in several of the 
manufactories of Belgium, which, notwithstanding the elar- 
borate invective of Mr. Emerson Tennent, enjoy very great 
manufacturing prosperity. Th^e are sdiools for appren^ 
tioes, in which small tools and machinery are supplied to 
them, and they are furnished with industrial education 
by competent and skilful directors; an institutifiai which 
might advantageously be copied by the government of any 
country where govermn^it exists for the good of the people.* 
It is woiiihy of r^nark, that the first coimtry in Europe 
which recognissed the utility of connectiag scientific know- 
ledge with the practical pursuits of agriculture, manu&o- 
tures, and arts, was Irelax^. The Dublin Society, supported 
by tibe munificent patronage of an Irish Government, 
Aevoted its attention to industrial education according to its 
means, and dispensed the large sums of money plaoed at 
its disposal, in forwarding the meful purposes of practical 
instruction;! but since the Union, it has shared the general 
decay of all public establishments; its funds have been 
limited by the withdrawal of the public grants-*-its d^)art- 
ments have been curtailed— and its scientific and industrial 
organization restricted in their powers. That it has abun- 
dant machineiT for public instruction of the most usefiil 
kind, appears nrom the enumeratic^ of its Botanic Garden, 
its Museums of Agriculture and Natural History, its 
Lectures, its Exhibitions of Manufactures, its Cattle Shows, 
and its Schools of Art. 

The observations made on the object of manufacturing, 
apply equally to agricultural education. The latter is 
probably at present the more reqxured of the two; for manu- 

* Tennent's Belgium — an agreeaUe book, spoiled by its politics. 

t See Arthur Young's Tour He states, that the Dublin Society was the 

model of similar societies in England. It has been amply rewarded by the 
withdrawal of the greater portion of its grants. 
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ficturing resc^urces are of slow growth, and the pressure of 
popular wants is so great, that it is of urgent necessity to 
encourage and develope the industry they possess at pre- 
sent in a rude and primitive shape. Agricultural, like 
manufacturing education, should consist " of the general 
sdientific discipline which has been already described, and 
be perfected by the practical education of a well conducted 
fium."* The means of commencing this education exists 
in the Boyal Dublin Society, and will be assisted by the 
co-operation of the Royal Agricultural Society. The educa- 
tion of the land-steward and the farmer can be completed 
in the Templemoyle and Lough Ashe schools. The union 
of information and practical sxill, with the admirable qua- 
lities, temper, endurance, powers of fatigue, and abstinent 
habits of the people, will effect a wonderful change in the 
circumstances of Irishmen; and the Association should not 
lose sight of the great importance of obtaining the amplest 
means to forward this useful consummation, which is next 
in importance after the great object for which that body 
was formed. The funds granted to the Dublin Society, to 
the National Board of Education, and the assistance ^veu 
in any way by government to purposes of popular instruc- 
tion, are mean and inadequate. They should be increased 
to the largest extent compatible with a wise economy — ^the 
first care of a good government will be the instruction of 
thepeople. 

The question of the policy of establishing manufactures 
in Ireland, with reference to their effect upon the morals 
of the people and their social habits, your Committee 
will give in the words of Dr. Kane, and shall with this 
quotation conclude their summary of the Besources of the 
Coimtry. 

" The causes which led to the bad results of the manu&o- 
turing system in the sister kingdom, do not exist with us. 
Ireland can never become a great manufacturing country, 
such as England is. Her physical constitution does not 
supply materials. The proportion of the people employed 
in factories can, therefore, never be so great. Her sources 
of power, whether it be coal, or turf, or water, lie distri- 

• Kane's Indus. Re*, p. 404«. 
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buted so uniformly through the land, that the concentrar- 
tion of manufactures, on a few localities, as in England, 
cannot occur. Hence the evils of vast, unhealthy, manu- 
facturmg cities need not be feared. Above all, with tem- 
perate habits, and with the education which the national 
system will give to every individual of the growing race, 
there is no danger but that industry may be accompanied 
by intelligence, mtelligence by morality, and all by the 
steadiness of purpose, and tranquillity of habits, on which 
the happiness of the fiimily and the peace of the community 
depend. This is the result which it should be the object 
of all to gain. Vast in its consequences, it is yet simple in its 
means of attainment. It only requires that each man intend- 
ing to live by the land, should learn what the land is, and 
^w^hat can be done with it. That having so learned, he should 
apply himself steadfastly to the practical working of his 
occupation. So he is certain of success. Success will ren- 
der mm independent ; independence will render him re- 
spected, and respect will bring him power. Thus know- 
ledge is power. Practical knowledge ; for power is essen- 
tially practical." 

THOMAS MAC NEVIN, 

Chairman of the Committee. 
August^ 1844. 
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APPENDIX.— No. I. 



MESSRS. SLACKER'S AND BUTLER'S OPINION ON 
SMALL FARMS. 

Mr. Blacker says : " Supposing, then, an extensive estate to have recently 
fallen out of lease (under which circumstances alone such a consolidation 
as I have recommended would be at all practicable), and that such a division 
had been actually made, by which it may very generally happen that two- 
thirds of the farms will be found not to exceed five to eight acres, it may 
be asked, how can these tenants live upon such small portions, and still 
more, how can they pay rent ? I answer without hesitation, they can live 
comfortably, and pay as high a rent as any large farmer whatever, if the 
plan is pursued with them wnich I have recommended, and have character- 
ized as one in which was involved the happiness and comfort of thousands." 
And again, he remarks in a note : ** I am firmly persuaded, that th3 small 
fanner who holds his own plough, or digs his own ground, if he follows a 
proper rotation of crops and feeds his cattle in the housct can undersell the 
large farmer, or, in other words, can pay a rent which the other cannot af- 
ford ; and in this I am confirmed by the opinion of many practical men 
who have well considered the subject; and I think it will not appear extra- 
ordinary, that such should be Ae case, to any one who reflects, that the 
English farmer of 700 to 800 acres, is a kind of man approaching to what 
is known by the name of a gentleman farmer in this country. He must 
have his horse to ride, and his gig, and perhaps an overseer to attend to 
his labourers ; he certainly cannot superintend himself the labdur going on 
in a farm of 800 acres. Add to this, he must appear himself, and have his 
family also to appear, in a superior rank ; and his farm must not only enable 
him to pay his rent, and 3deld him the support he requires, but it must also 
be char^able with the interest of the large capital wnich is necessary to its 
cultivation; besides all these drawbacks, which the small farmer knows 
little about, there is the great expense of carting out the manure from the 
homestead to such a great distance, and again carting home the crop. A 
single horse will consume the produce of more land than would feed a 
smsdl farmer and his wife, and two children ; and what is more than all, the 
large farmer says to his labourers, go to your work, but when the small 
farmer has an occasion to hire them, he says, come : the intelligent reader 
will, I dare say, understand the difference perfectly. Now if it is really 
the case that the small farmer has the advantage over the larger ^ it will be 
eas]^ accounting for what Mr. Paulet Scroupe observes, in his letter to the 
agriculturists of the west of England, of the Irish farmers being able to 
undersell the English in their own markets, because the Irish farmers are, 
generallv speaking, small farmers, and the English are large farmers." 
Mr. Sutler's remarks, in answer to some queries on the subject, are: 
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** In the first place, what number of persons might be taken as deriving 
steady employment from the Ubour of such fiinns through the year, and in 
each case, besides men, what employment may be afforded to women and 
children ? In reply, I shall take two farms, one of 200 acres, the other 20 
acres, in preference to 100 and 10. 



" FABM OF 200 ACRES. 








16 men constantly. 








1 boy 








12 women about one-half the year. 








20 men, 3 weeks in Spring. 
40 „ „ Hanrest. 


. 






20 women „ „ 








20 men „ potato digging. 








20 women „ „ „ 








Reduced to cash value, 


...£300 








7 horses constantly, 


... 185 








Occasional horses, ... 


... 15 









£500 

" FABM OF 20 ACBSfl. 

In constant employment one average family, say 
a man and wife and six children, vayring from 
1 to 16 years, and one servant maid. This, 
I think, should not be estimated at less than ... £50 

Extra labourers, chiefly men, at interrals, to the 
amount of about 10 

Horse work, 17 



£77 



'* Second. Supposing in each case rent regularly paid, and that in the 
larger farm the produce be charged with all interest of capital inTested, and 
wear of machinery and horses, and that the sum allocated to the support of 
the farmer's family, be such as should be derived from any other kind of in- 
dustry by a man of the same capital and intelligence, should there be any 
difference in the amount of rent per acre which the large and small ^irm 
could pay, and what would you consider that difference to be^ and on whidi 
ttide? 

" According to a comparative calculation I have made, it appears to roe, 
that a farm of 20 acres would bear a higher rent than a farm of 200 a^res, 
and such has been my experience as an agent in this country ; at the same 
time it is stoutly assarted in some of the best cultivated districts in Eng- 
land and Scotland, the larger the farm the higher the rent it is aUe to bear, 
and they have experience on their side. But I do not think that the small 
farm system ever got a fair trial there. I dare say that vihere the landlord 
^**i?^ ■"*<* keeps up the tenants' houses it might be cheaper to him to build 
and keep up one house and steading suitable to a 200 acre farm, than to build 
and keep up ten cottages, &c on ten farms of 20 acres each, and it would 
certainly save him trouble. So perhaps in proportion to the outlay, he might 
get a higher rent for 200 acres, than U would get from 20 acr«. I should 
say that where 40s. per acre was fair for 200 acres, 50s. would be fair for 
^U acres* 

« Tboxas BunxB*" 
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No. 11. 

The same eminent authority, Mr. Blacker, gives the following pointed 
observations :— 

" I cannot conclude without endeavouring to answer one objection, 
which may be made to the opinions I have supported in the foregoing ; I 
allude to my objecting to the expulsion of smsill holders for the purpose of 
consolidating farms, in regard to which it may be asked, if this is not done, 
the population is increasing so rapidly, that as families grow up, subdivision 
must go on, until at length the whole community will become paupers f I 
might fairly ask in return, how the plan of tummg out these families will 
prevent pauperism ? It seems to me that the latter plan is by much the 
surest way to produce such a result. But the most satisfactory answer to 
the question will perhaps be arrived at, by endeavouring to ascertain how 
far the apprehensions oi a superabundant population, at present so generally 
entertained, may or may not be justified by facts; for if it should appear 
there was land enough in the kingdom for all its inhabitants, now existing, 
and for as many more as could be anticipated in any reasonable time, and 
that nothing more was wanting but proper regulations to make it available 
for their wants, then the objection may be fairly considered to be set aside. 
In a late publication entitled * Ireland as it was, is, and ought to be,' a 
table is ^ven of the acreable contents and population of each county in Ire- 
land, wmch may be supposed, at least, so far relatively accurate, as to afford 
data for the following calculations. From this table it appears that the 
county of Armagh contains 212,755 acres, and a population of 220,653 
souls, and that the entire kingdom contains 17,190,7^6 acres, and 7,839,469 
souls ; now, in the county of Armagh, by a recent survey, more than one- 
seventh of the surface is taken up by lakes and unprofitable land, and the 
remainder is, for the greater part, but indifferently cultivated, and yet the 
peasantry are better clothed, lodged, and fed than they are in most other 
counties in Ireland. I cannot, merefore be accused of taking away from 
the comforts of the rest of the kingdom, by taking the county of .Ajrmagh 
as a standard, and its proportion- of unprofitable surface is not very remote, 
I believe, from the average of the others ; if, then, 212,755, the number of 
acres in Armagh^ give a population of 220,653 souls, 17,190,726^ acres, the 
entire contents of the kingdom, ought to give a population of 17,828,688, 
in place of 7,839,469, the population at present. It therefote appears, that 
supposing the other parts of Ireland to be as well cultivated as Armagh, it 
would support about two and a half tiioes the number of its present inha^ 
bitants, and be able to export provisions largely besides; for Armagh, not- 
withstanding its population, exports pork, butter, and grain in great quan^ 
tities. But before deciding finsdly upon the population which the kingdom 
eould support, it ought to be examined how &r the county of Armagh (the 
standard taken) has arrived at its full complement : and in regard to this, I 
would say, from a pretty general knowledge of it, that under an improved 
system of agriculture, and a regular rotation of crops, the produce would 
be treble of what it yields at present,' and i think this may be considered as 
practically proved, if I can shew faunoiers possessing land of average quality, 
who being induced to change their manner of cultivation in the way already 
described, are now receiving fiiHy treble produce from the identical same 
farm to what it formerly yielded ; but supposing it only to yield double as 
much, it would follow, that the population of Armagh, if that beneficial 
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change became general, mi^ht be dovhled also, without in any degree les- 
sening the comforts of the inhabitants ; which increase being taken as the 
biisis of the calculation, and applying it to the whole of Ireland, would make 
it adequate to the support of better than thirty-five millions of souls. 
When, therefore, it is cousidered what unexhausted, I might say unexplored, 
resources remain for the maintenance of any increase of inhabitants that 
can be expected in any definite period, it must, I think, be evident to every 
reflecting person, that all fears as to a surplus population are perfectly ideal, 
and that it is its unequal distribution, and not its aggregate amount, which 
is to be deplored." 

No. III. 

Mr. Wakefield, on this subject, says : '* The water in which flax has been 
immersed is, in Ireland, entirely neglected, but Mr. Billingsby mendons it 
as an excellent manure, and no country in the world, perhaps, affords better 
opportunities of employing it than Ireland. I made frequent inquiries 
about it, but could never hear of a single instance of its being used. The 
author of the Survey of Somersetshire (Mr. Billingsby) says : * It is ob- 
servable that Und on which retted flax is spread to prepare it for hackling, 
is greatly improved thereby, and if it be spread on a coarse sour pasture,, 
the herbage will be totally changed, and the best sorts of grasses will make 
their appearance. Having myself cultivated flax on a large scale, and ob- 
serving the aUnost instantaneous effect produced by the water in which the 
flax was immersed, I was induced, some years ago, to apply it to some pas- 
ture land, by means of watering carts similar to those used near London 
for watering the roads. The effect was astonishing, and advanced the land 
in value ten shillings per acre.'" 



No. IV. 

** At present whatever industrial activity exists in Ireland is distributed 
along the eastern coast, and is in fact sustained by the exportation of raw 
agricultural produce, which is paid for by the importation of manu£Eictures 
from the more developed industry and higher civilization of the sister king- 
dom. Any trade or manufacture which we find in the western districts, is 
there in spite of their situation, and not as a consequence of it. If, how- 
ever, with the growth of education, of steady habits, and of business tastes, 
our domestic industry should, as I fondly trust it may, revive, our farmers 
would meet a safer and a better market for their produce, amongst tiieir 
neighbours, and consume the cloth, the linen, cotton, and other products 
manufactured within our own bounds. In such case the differences which 
are now so marked between the north and south, the east and west of Ire- 
land, would disai)pear, and each locality would manifest a power of industry, 
commensurate with its natural structure, and the energy and intelligence of 
its people. In such case there is no doubt, but that the greatest develop- 
ment of activihr and wealth should be towards the west, and especially along 
the districts of the Shannon. Let us conceive that river, forminff at its 
source, 250 miles from the sea, an extensive lake, surrounded wSh coal 
and turf, and the richest ironstone, then cutting through a district con- 
taining some of the most fertile land in Ireland, capable of producing the 
largest returns of flax, of corn, and cattle; presenting an alternation of lake 
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and river, fitted for steam navigation from end to end, and in one locality, 
within the distance of four miles, affording ivater power for mechanical ma- 
nufactures on the greatest scale. In the hills, a few miles only from this 
seat of mechanical power, are mines of lead, of copper, and of sulphur, of 
slate, and marbles. Again, this great line of navigation is placed in im- 
mediate access to the eastern coast by two canals, and may be brought into 
contact with the north by a canal to Loughs Erne and Neagh. Finally, it 
possesses a capacious port, an estuary superior to that of the Thames, and 
roadsteads capable of giving certain accommodation to the most extensive 
navy. 

Those natural facilities, of which no such combination exists in any other 
part of the country, promise to render, at some future time, the Shannon 
the line of industrial activity in Lreland. Of that line. Limerick, if not de- 
throned by some more active competitor, may be the key. It is a future 
upon which every Irishman must look with deepfelt interest, and with the 
hope that the people may, by morality, by steadiness, and intelligence, show 
themselves worthy of the benefits that have been placed thus within their 
grasp, and may be found competent to apply them m the proper manner." 
— Industrial Mesources, p. 370. 



No. V. 

** An occurrence at a certain public work will exemplify this principle. 
Many hundreds of men were employed at lOd, per day. They worked 
slowly and ineffectually ; the work was not progressing, and as time was an 
object, a parcel of English labourers were introduced who were paid I8d, 
per day, which they fuUy earned. None of the Irish labourers were dis- 
missed, but they struck work, and demanded that they should have all ISd. 
per day. The Englishmen feared for their lives. The police and military- 
were called out, and the affair might have eventuated in a scene of blood, 
adding another to the tales of horror so industriously circulated about the 
savageness of the native Irish. At this moment one of the principal en- 
gineers, an Irishman, respected by the people for his abilities, and esteemed 
by them as a countryman, came amongst them, and penetrating into the 
mass of excited labourers, arrested and gave into custody all the ringlead- 
ers. The crowd of labourers would not do him an injury. He then, in 
place of the common practice of saying they were brutes, and none but 
English labourers were fit for any useful purpose, qnietlv explained to them 
that the Englishmen did much more work and deserved! to be paid higher, 
but that he would be very willing to secure I8d. per day to every man who 
would do as much work as the Englishmen, and more, if they could do 
more. He shewed them that from their rude way of managing their tools 
they^ wasted their strength, and that by simple improvements a great deal 
of time could be saved m their operations. The people knew and trusted 
him ; the police and military were withdrawn ; the whole body of labourers 
went to work, and after the first Saturday night they found, that without 
combination or violence, they could earn more money by laying themselves 
down steadily to do more work. After some weeks there were very few of 
the men earning less than I8d., and many of them were earning at the rate 
2s. Qd, per day. — Industrial Resources, p, 379. 
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In page 205, IGth line from bottom, for Lough Neagh read Lough ADen. 



Price Ad. — Weight wider Zoz. 

Sold by J. Bbowb, 36, Nassau-street, and Jamcs Dufft, 25, Anglesea- 
street, by whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. nnoWNE, FBIRT£R, If A8SAU-8TBEET, DUBLlK. 



FIRST 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION 

ON 

THE GLASS DUTIES. 



The Parliamentary Petition Committee having had 
under consideration the present state of the Glass 
Duties, the matter was referred to Mr. Crean, and he 
has accordingly presented the folloAving Report : — 

The subject of the Duties on Glass having been brought 
under the consideration of the legislature during the 
present session of parliament, by me Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, it is much to be regretted that he should have 
thought it necessary to still continue the high and oppres- 
sive duties on crown, plate, and bottle glass. An act has, 
however, been passed, reducing the duty on flint glass, 
from 2d, to id. per ft). ; but it is doubtful whether this re- 
duction wiU have any beneficial effect upon the manufacture 
of that article iq this coimtry, in consequence of the very 
limited extent to which it is at present carried on in Ireland; 
and indeed it is very questionable whether the manufacturer 
or the public, in either country, will be at all benefited 
by the change — ^inasmuch as the same most objectionable 
system of collection and charging the duty is to be perse- 
vered in. 
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There is no article of domestic manufacture more inju- 
riously operated upon by excise regulations than gla^, as 
will appear from the following statement. The hrst im- 
position of the duty in England was by the Act of the 
6th & 7th of William and Mary, which was to continue 
for 5 years ; and in the following year it was, by a further 
act, made perpetual; however, the injurious effects were 
soon perceived, as in the very next session an act was passed, 
reciting: "that it is found by experience that the said 
rates and duties upon glass and glass-wares are too ffreat, 
so that the makers of these manufactures m this kmg- 
dom arc thereby discouraged. It is enacted that on^hali 
of the said rates and duties shall cease and determme. 

Even this sudden reduction to one-half the duties 
proved ineffectual, as in the following year (the lOtii 
and llth of Wm. III.) another act was passed, by which, 
after reciting that "it is found by experience that the 
remaining duties on glass are troublesome and vexatious m 
the levying and collecting the same, and of small advan- 
tage to the crown, and will hinder the employing great 
numbers of poor, and endanger the loss of so beneficial a 
manufacture to this kingdom, &c.," it was enacted,^ that all 
duties on glass should forthwith cease and detemune. 

It thus appears, even at the remote period in which those 
acts were passed, that after a short experience of two or 
three years of the injurious effects resulting from the mi- 
position of an excise duty upon glass, the impression pro- 
duced upon the legislature of that day was, that "the rates 
and duties upon glass were too great, and that this bene- 
ficial manufacture has thereby been discouraged." 

For a period of nearly fifty years, the manufacture of 
glass remained unshackled by excise duties or regulations, 
the consequence of which was, that a rapid improvement 
took place in that branch of national mdustry, a great 
number of new manufactories having sprung up ; but by 
the Act of the 19th of George II., chap. 12, a duty ot 
one penny per pound was again imposed, and various 
restrictions placed upon the manufacture of glass in Eng- 
land. 

This latter act continued in force, without alteration, 
untU the Uth of George III., chap. 39, whereby the duties 
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were doubled, and the regulations and restrictions of the 
former acts were continuett. 

Subsequently to the last-mentioned act, about thirteen 
other acts of parliament were passed, some of them reducing, 
and others again increasing, the amoimt of duties ; but all 
of them continuing or adding to the restrictions placed by 
excise regulations on this most useful branch of trade, 
thereby totally preventing the manufacturer from making 
those experiments for the improvement of the article, to 
which the increasing knowledge of scientific principles, as 
appHcable to the manufiicture of glass, most unquestion- 
ably would have led. 

In the year 1825, an act of parliament was passed re- 
ducing the duty on flint glass in England, and, for the 
first tune, imposing that duty on the manufacture in Ire- 
land, which, up to that time, enjoyed a complete exemption 
from all excise interference ; and the trade was then, com- 
paratively with the present period, in a flourishing condition, 
as it was not impeded by the complex and vexatious 
regulations of the excise. 

There were, in 1825, eleven flint glass manufectories at 
work in Ireland, viz. : — 

4 in Dublin, 

2 in Cork, 

3 in Belfast, 

1 in Waterford, , 

1 in Newry, 
employing a considerable number of persons, and all in a 
prosperous condition. 

The baleful effects of the excise regulations, however, 
were soon felt, and the trade has since rapidly declined — 
there being, at the present time, only three glass houses at 
work in Ireland, viz. : — 

1 in Dublin, 

1 in Waterford, and 

I in Belfast, 

and these only partially. 

It is to be observed, that the late act has reduced the 
duty on flint glass only, and no mitigation whatever of any 
one of the numerous and complicated regulations of the 
3 2 M 2 
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excise has taken place. The expense of collection is the 
same as when the duty was fourteen times as great; the 
same number of officers are employed ; the round-aboat^ 
vexatious, and injurious system is stUl kept up ; and it will 
cost the country as much to collect three &rthing8 as it 
did heretofore to collect lO^cf., which was the duty in 
England at the period referred to. 

The regulations of the excise, with regard to the manu- 
facture of glass, are penal in the extreme. The manu&o- 
turer cannot be said to be the owner of his own concern; 
as, by the existing state of the excise laws, the business 
and premises are placed under the arbitrary control of a 
class of men, to whose will and caprice it is most irksome 
to submit. Parts of the premises cannot be entered with- 
out the permission of those officers ; and no one act can be 
done in the conduct of the manufacture without having 
previously notified same to the officers ; and it often hap- 
pens, that in the course of the week, as many as one hun- 
dred notices have to be drawn up and served, under 
penalties varying from £200 to 500, for each omission, 
whether wilful or otherwise. Thus, the consumption of 
glass is reduced far below the limit to which it would 
otherwise have arrived, were it not for the excise duty. 
Nothing can demonstrate this more than the feet, that in 
the year 1794 the quantities of glass charged with duty 
were:— Cwt. 

Flint and Plate 67,615 

Crown 83,940 

Bottle 227,476 

In 1813, the duties were doubled, and the quantities 
declined to — ^_^ 

Uwt. 

Flint and Plate 29,600 

Crown 57,758 

Bottle 153,595 

In 1825, the duties were again reduced, and we find, in 
1828, the quantities charged with duty increased to — 

Cwt. 

Flint and Plate 68, 1 34 

Crown 90,603 

Bottle 224,864 
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These returns relate to England, and clearly shew, 
tliat notwithstanding the increase of population, the con- 
sumption has been kept down bjr a most oppressive system, 
and was actually less at that period, than it was thirty-five 
years before. And this check of consumption will more 
clearly appear from the annexed official accoimt; from 
which it will be seen that the average number of himdred- 
vreights of crown or window glass charged with duty for 
the three years preceding 1813, was between 114,000 
and 115,000 cwt., and the number for the three years 
succeeding was reduced to between 95,000 and 96,000 
cv^. 

An account of the quantities of Crown Glass charged with 
duty in the three years 1810, 1811, and 1812, and in the three 
years 1814, 1815, and 1816 — ^being the three years preceding, 
and the three years subsequent to the raising of the duty from 
£1 16*. 9c?. to £3 I3s. 6c?.:— 



Years. 


QUANTITIES CHABGED WITH DUTT. 


England. 


Scotland. 


Ireland. 


United 
Kingdom. 


1810 
1811 
1812 

1814 
1815 
1816 


cwts. 
85,462 
85,554 
80,939 


cwts. 
30,228 
29,273 
32,714 


cwts. 


115,690 
114,827 
113,653 

105,267 

101,756 

79,331 


73,198 
80,372 

57,758 


32,069 
21,384 
21,573 



Excise Office, London,, 
Ist April, 1835. 



! 



G. A. COTTRELL, 

First Acct, Gen. 



The duties on glass have been practically most injurious, 
and have been carried to a most oppressive extent. The 
manner in which they have been imposed has operated to 
prevent improvements in that most usefiil and mteresting 
manufacture. 

The impediments which the excise regulations oppose to 
the employment of glass for purposes connected with the 
5 
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artfiy ducourage the manu&cture id* this country of the 
larger dcscriptiong of lenses required for optical purposes, 
the makiiig of tubes for barometers, and many articles 
required for other scientific purposes; and no experi- 
ments for the improvement of the manu&cture can be 
made, without the risk of incurring enormous penalties; 
and, therefore, all the beautiful and varied descriptions of 
coloured glass, which is exposed for sale in this country and 
England, are manufactured in France or Grermany. 

The Commissioners of Exdse Inquiry, in thdr 13th 
Beport, (on glass,) after strongly recommending the repeal 
of the duties upon glass, state : ^^ That no tax can combine 
more objections, or be more at variance with all sound prin- 
ciples of taxation, than this duty on glass;" and they 
further say, in page 56 of the same report, that " unless 
some material change shall take place, (in the amount and 
mode of charging the duty^) the revenue from the manu- 
facturers of flmt glass, must, in a great degree, be sacrificed, 
and the persons who carry on that manu&cture under the 
regulations, and subject to the duties prescribed by law, 
must either be driven out of the trade, or left to carry it 
on at a ruinous loss." 

This prophecy has, to a considerable extent, been ful- 
filled, liarge fortunes have been lost in a few years, in 
struggling against the most oppressive and unjust exactions 
of excise regulations* 

There is no manufactory for making plate, or crown, t. e. 
window glass in Ireland. The duty on the latter is extrava- 
gantly high, and most oppressive on the poor. On window 
glass the duty is nominally about 8rf. per ft).; but from the 
manner in which it is charged, it cannot be less than \s. per 
ft). Hence it is, that in all poor localities, and in the cabms 
through the country, there is almost a total absence of 
window glass ; pving to the wretched abodes even a more 
dismal and squalid appearance than they otherwise would 
have, if glass were at such a price that it could be purchased 
by the poor ; but in consequence of the high rate of duty, 
a small pane of glass will cost 1*. or 1^. 6rf., a sum amount- 
ing to, at least, two days' wages of a labourer, and there- 
fore nearly a total prohibition of the use of the article. 

The duty upon glass imported from England to this 
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country, is one of the taxes for which Ireland gets no 
credit ; and by the following parliamentary return it will 
be seen what large sums have annually been abstracted 
from this country, in the shape of duty on window glass 
alone. 



A return of the amount of Drawback allowed on Crown Glass 
exported' to Ire]and, from the year 1813, to the time the 
drawback ceased :-^ 



Years 
ended 5th 


CROWN GLASS. 








January. 


Quantity 


Rate of 


Amount 


Exported. 


Drawback. 


of Drawback. 




Cwts. 


Per Cwt. 




1814 


18,395 


£4 9 3 


£82,087 


1815 


36,236 


*•• ..• 


161,703 


1816| 


2,628 
2,228 


^ 3 13 6 


19,915 


1817 


4,621 


••• 


16,982 


1818 


4,084 


■•• ••• 


15,008 


1819 


11,957 


... 


43,941 


1820 


12,605 




46,323 


1821 


12,419 


••• ••• 


45,639 


1822 


10,914 


••• ... 


40,108 


1823 


14,682 


... ... 


53,956 


1824 


16,940 


••• ... 


62,254 


1825 


21,556 


... ... 


79,218 


1826 


22,898 


... 


84,150 


1827 


21,422 


•»• ••■ 


78,725 


1828 


19,877 


... .*• 


73,047 


1829 


35,278 


..• ••. 


129,646 



Ceased 5th July, 1828. 

Note, — Crown glass exported to Ireland, having heen entitled 
only to one rate of drawback, no distinction was made with 
respect to panes or tables. 
Excise Office, London, > G. A. COTTRELL, 



5th June, 1841. 



First Acct, Gen, 



It will be seen by the foregoing return, that the draw- 
back on window glass, together with that allowed on the 
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several other dedcriptions of that article exported to Ire^ 
land, ceased in 1828, when the duties on all descriptions 
were imposed on Ireland, and assimilated with England ; 
and thus we are without any acknowledgment of the huge 
sums of duty ])aid on all kinds of glass unported into Ire- 
land since 1829, and which probably does not fell much 
short of £150,000 per annum. It is, however, another 
instance oi the "justice to Ireland" of a foreign ))arliament, 
that, at the time of profoimd peace, and when war-taxes 
to the amount of several millions, were taken off the 
people of England, this most oppressive tax, entirely new 
to Ireland, was imposed upon her, to the total ruin, as has 
been shewn, of the manufactiu^ of glass in this country. 

If the manufacture of glass was free and unshackled 
from the oppressive and absurd laws which fetter it, the 
most important resxdts would accrue to the public. No 
article can be more useful than glass ; and it should be 
considered as a necessary of life rather than a luxury. So 
strongly did the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry feel this, 
that after detailing, at considerable length, the evils ansing 
fit)m the glass duties, they say, in page 56 of the report 
before stated : " Under the thorough conviction that the 
duties on flint glass are attended with consequences pro- 
ductive of public injury, far beyond what can be compen- 
sated by the small amount which is secured by these 
duties to the revenue, it is diflScult to submit to the 
consideration of your lordships, any course with respect to 
these duties, short of that which has been suggested by 
the concurrent testimony of nearly all the witnesses to 
whom we have referred upon the subject, namely, their 
total repeal. With this impression, we feel bound to urge 
(as the result of our enquiries into the subject) our recom- 
mendation, that the head of duty under consideration 
should be amongst the first to be selected for total aboli- 
tion." 

^ In consequence of this recommendation, the duty on 
flint glass was reduced in 1835, from Qd. to M. i)er lb.; 
and this reduction, unaccompanied as it was by the removal 
of a single restriction, conferred no benefit either on the 
manufacturer or the public, but the contrary would seem 
to have been the effect. A rapid decline in all branches of 
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th« iuanu£u3ture has taken place, as in 1835 there were 55 
flint glass manufacturers in England, and they are now 
reduced to 37, many of whom had, at that period, 3 or 4 
houses at work at once, but are now scarcely able to keep 
one in jfiill operation. 

The following extract, from a late return presented to 
parliament, exhibits an alarming and rapid decrease in the 
export of flint-glass ; and it is therefore evident, that fo- 
reigners are fast shutting us out from our markets abroad, 
and that, unless the excise regulations be totally and im- 
mediately removed, the manufiicture for export must be 
altogether annihilated. 

A return of flint glass exported to foreign parts from the 
United Kingdom for the three years ending 5th January, 
1844:— 

England. " Scotland. Ireland. 

1842, 17,756 cwt 2,656 cwt 102 cwt. 

1843, 12,671 « 945 « 80 « 

1844, 10,734 « 638 « 10 « 

The late act, as before stated, has reduced the duty on 
flint glass to three farthings per pound, (an amoimt which 
will be foimd quite insufficient to pay the salaries of the 
officers,) but not one of the obnoxious regulations of the 
excise has been repealed, and to which a far greater objec- 
tion exists than to the actual payment of the duty itself. It 
is therefore clear, that for the purpose of supporting and 
keeping up a most useless class of excisemen, the same 
extent of mjury is to be inflicted upon the public, and the 
country deprived of the benefits, which otherwise would 
most undoubtedljr be derived from this most important 
branch of domestic manufacture. 

It has already been stated, that little or no benefit is 
likely to arise to the public generally from this reduction 
of the duty on flint glass, and it is certain that the poor 
will not benefit by it at all ; as from the great spread of 
temperance, the lower orders have very little necessity for 
the use of that description of glass ; whereas, had the duty 
on window glass been removed, great benefit would be 
instantly conferred on the labouring classes, as it would 
reduce the cost of that article to such a price as would 
9 
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enable the poorest individual to enjoy the luxury of light 
and cleanliness. It is, however, but another instance of 
the mischiefi of class-lecislation, by which the wants of the 
millions are always sacrificed for the benefit of the few. 

MARTIN CREAN. 

13M Augm, 1644. 
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APPENDIX. 



By reference to the following Parliamentary Returns, it will 
be seen that the amount of duty charged on all descriptions of 
glass manufactured in the United Kingdom, for the year ending 
the 5th of January, 1844, was £779>794 ; of which only a sum 
of £594,909 has heen credited to the puhlic. 



It may be necessary to state, for the information of those unac- 
quainted with the different descriptions of Glass set out in the following 
tables, that Flint Glass is that from which the ordinary articles for do- 
mestic use is made — Decanters, Wine Glasses, &c. ; Plate is that used for 
Looking Glasses, &c. ; Cbown Glass is the better description for Windows ; 
and German Sheet an inferior kind of Window Glass. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT 



A RETURN of the Amount of Duty charged, and Drawback paid, on each Description 
of Glam in Enolahd, dlstlngaiahlng the Qoantitiea, for the Year ending the 5th day of 
Jannary, 1844. 



Quantity 
charged. 



FLINT GLASS. 



Rate of Duty. 



Amount 

of 
Duty. 



Quantity 
charged. 



PLATE GLASS. 



Bate of Duty. 



Amount 

of 

Duty. 



Year ended) 
6 Jan. 1844 f 



Lba. 
8,611,184 



f2d. per lb. &l 
t 6 per cent, j 



£ 
75,347 



CwtB. 

30,933 



I 8i.per cwt.and) 
I 5 per cent, f 



£ 

e5,90» 



CROWN GLASS. 



GERMAN SHEET GLASS. 



Quantity 
charged. 



Year ended) 
5 Jan. 1844 f 



Cwta. 
97,302 



Rate of Duty. 



{£3 18 6 per ^ 
cwt & 5 per V 
cent. j 



Amount 

of 
Duty. 



Quantity 
charged. 



£ 
375,083 



Cwts. 
29,154 



Rate of Duty. 



{£3 IS 6 per 
cwt and 5 per. 
cent. 



•} 



Amount 

of 

Duty. 



£ 
112,498 



Quantity 
charged. 



COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 



Bate of Duty. 



Amount 

of 

Duty. 



Quantity 
exported 



FLINT GLASS. 



RateofDrawtaaiek. 



Amount 

of 
Drevhack. 



Year ended 
5 Jan. 1844 



CwtB. 
253,529 



r 7a. per cwt, "l 
] and [ 
L 5 per cent J 



£ 
93,171 



Cwts. 
10,733 



{£ll8.0d.per ^ 
cwt, and ^ 
5 per cent J 



£ 

11,833 



PLATE GLASS. 



Quantity 
exported 



Weight 

calculated 

at 2 lbs. 

per foot 



Bate 

of 

Drawback. 



Amount 
of 



Quantity 



Drawback. «P«^ 



CROWN, &c GLASS, 
IN TABLES. 



Bate Amount 
of ofDraw- 

Drawbadc back. 



Year ended 
5 Jan. 1844 . 



Feet 
84,573 



CwtB. 
1,510 •( 



28. 9d. per 
fbot, and 
6 per cent. 



£ 

12,210 



CwtB. 
1,627 i 



£3 13 6 per 
cwt, and 
6 per cent 



£ 
[6,281 



Year ended 5th January, 1844. 



CROWN GLASS, IN PANES. 



Quantity 
exported 



Rate of 
Drawback. 



Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 



Quantity 
exported 



GERMAN SHEET GLASS. 



COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 



Rate of 
Drawback. 



Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 



Quantity 
exported 



Rate of 
Drawback. 



Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 



Cwts. 
6,299 •{ 



£4 18 per 
cwt., and 
5 per cent. 



£ 

132,409 



Cwt 

7,620 J 



£4 per cwt. 

and 
5 per cent. 



£ 
131,585 



Cwts. 

184,1 



78. per cwt 

and 
5 per cent 



£ 

167,849 



Excise Office, London,) 
13 April, 1844. / 



G. A. COTTBELL, 
Acct. Genl. 
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A RETURN of the Amount of Duty choxged, and Drawback paid, on each deacriptlou of 
Glass in Scotlakd, diatingnishing the Quantities, for the Year ending the 6th day of 
January 1844. 





FLINT GLASS. 1 


CROWN GLASS. 




Quantity 
Charged. 


Rate of duty. 


Amount 

of 

Duty. 


Quantity 
Charged. 


Rate of duty. 


Amount 

of 

duty. 


Year ended i 
5 Jan. 1844. f 


461,250 


r2d.perlb.and\ 
I 6 per cent, f 


£. 
4,036 


6,020 


(£B 13 5 per^ 
<cwt.,&5per5. 
I cent. ) 


£. 
19,370 




COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 


FLINT GLASS. 




S^ 


Rate of duty. 


Amount 

of 

duty. 


Quantity 
Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 


Year ended » 
5 Jan. 1844. | 


76,760 


r78.percwt.,&l 
i 6 per cent f 


£. 
27,841 


cwts. 
638 


(£1 Is. per^ 
<cwt&6per . 
Ccent. 


£. 

703 




CROWN, &c. GLASS, IN TABLES. 


CROWN GLASS, IN PANES. 




Quantity 
Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 


Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 


Year ended) 
5 Jan. 1844. / 


ewts. 
16 


(£S 13 6 per) 
< cwt. & 6 per 
I cent. J 


£. 
61 


799 


(-£4 18b. per-l 
< cwt. & 5 per - 
Lcent. 


£. 
4,114 




GERMAN SHEET GLASS. 


COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 





Quantity 
Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 


Quantity 
Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amount 
of Draw- 
back. 


Year ended | 
6 Jan. 1844.1 


CWtB. 

33 


f£4 per cwt.> 
t &6 percent.; 


£. 
136 


cwts. 
42,620 


f7s. per cwt.) 
i&6percent. j 


£. 
16,663 



Excise Office, London, > 
13 April 1844. f 



G. A. COTTRELL, 

Acct GenL 
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A RETLUN of the Amonnt of Duty charged, and Drawback 
of ULASt in Ibslahd, dlitingHlnhing the Qoantitfeai for fhe 
or January 1844. 



on each Deacrfpiton 
•w^inj r the &Oi day 





FLINT GLASS. 


COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 




Quantity 
Charged. 


Bate of Duty. 


Amount 

of 

Duty. 


?» 


Bate of Du^y. 


Amount 

of 
Duty. 


Year ended \ 
A Jan. 1844. / 


lbs. 
465,252 


1 2d. per lb. &1 
1 6 per cent. / 


£. 

4.070 


cwts. 
6,725 


(78. percwt.) 
l&5percent.f 


£. 
2.471 




FLINT GLASS. 


COMMON BOTTLE GLASS. 




Quantity 
Exported. 


Rate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amonnt 
of Draw- 
back. 


Quantity 
Exported. 


Bate 

of 

Drawback. 


Amonnt 
of Draw- 
back. 


Year ended \ 
5 Jan. 1844.1 


cwts. |/£11 percwt.\ 
10 |lA6pcrcentf 


11 


cwts. 
971 


(7a.percwt & 
i 5 per cent. 


£. 

357 



ExclaeOfRce, London,) 
13th April 1844. / 



G. A. COTTBELL, 

Acct GenL 



A RETURN of the Quantities of Glass retained for Home Use hi the United Kingdom, 
for the Year ending the 5th day of January 1844, with the Amount oi Duty thereon, calcu- 
lated on the Principle of the Betuin of 14th day of June 1841. 





QUANTITIES OF GLASS RETAINED FOB HOME USE. 


Net Amount 
of 




FUnt 


Plate. 


Crown. 


German Sheet 


Common Bottle. 


Duty thereon. 


Year ended \ 
5 Jan. 1844. / 


cwts. 
72,364 


cwts. 

17,047 


cwts. 
91,114 


cwts. 
20,934 


107,795 


£. 8. d. 
594,908 14 5 



Excise OfHce, London, ) 
18th April 1844. f 



G. A. COTTRELL, 

Acct. Genl. 



A RETURN of the Amonnt of Drawback or Allowances on Glass for the Use 
of CuuBGUEs.* during the Year ending the 5th day of January, 1844. 



Year ended 5th January 1844. 



Amount of Drawback 

or 

Allowance. 



£. 8. d. 
1,673 5 7 



Excise OflBcc, London, \ 
13th April 1844. / 



G. a, COTTRELL, 

Acct. Genl. 



■ It is worthy of remark that, in conformity with the usual system of Injustice practised 
by the British Goremment towards this country, no drawback is allowed on glass used in 
Roman Catholic or Presbyterian churches in Ireland. 
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Total amount of Duty charged on all descriptions of Glass 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, for the year ending 
5th of January, 1844. 

£ 
England ... ... ... 722,007 

Scotland ... ... ... 51,246 

Ireland ... ... ... 6,541 



779,794 



Total amount of Dbawback allowed on all descriptions of 
Glass exported from the United Kingdom, for the year 
ending 5th January, 1844. 

£ 
England ... ... ... 162,167 

Scotland ... ... ... 20,677 

Ireland ... ... ... 368 



183,212 
Drawback for use of Churches 1,673 



184,885 

The difference, £184,885, being the sum returned as draw- 
back on exportation, and which sum would have been consi- 
derably more but for the great falling off in our exports, con- 
sequent on the difficulties interposed by the Excise in the way 
of the manufactures ; and this circumstance will further prove 
the injustice of making the public pay a number of excise 
officers for collecting a tax, a great portion of which is after- 
wards returned in the shape of drawback. 
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Weight under 1 oz. — Price Irf. 

Sold by J. Bbowve, 36, Nassau-street, and James Dufft, 25, Anglesea- 
street, by whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. BROWNE, PBIMTEB, NASSAU-STBEET, DUBLIN. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

ON 

PETIT JURIES, 

COUNTY TIPPERARY. 



On analysing the annexed returns of persons qualified to 
serve, and empanneDed as Petit Jurors for the northern di- 
vision of the County of Tipperary, from the spring assizes 
of 1839 to those of 1844, yoru: Committee recognized a 
determined, persevering, and, they regret to say, successful 
plan to insult the great majority of your fellow-country- 
men, and to remove from the bosoms of those who may be 
made amenable to the laws, all hope in the impartiality of 
its administration. 

Of the long chain of offices which connect the peasant of 
a remote district with the governing power under which 
he lives, and by his estimate of which alone he can form an 
opinion of the justice or the impartiality of that authority 
he is called upon to obey, none is more important than the 
high and ancient one of sheriff. To the sheriff is entrusted 
the formation of that tribunal through which alone the 
lives or liberties of the subjects of the realm can be affected 
in time of peace. He selects or he rejects from the list of 
persons returned to him as competent to serve on juries, 
whomever he thinks proper, and thus in the constitution of 
1 2 N 
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each jury panel may be traced the feelings and disposition 
of him under whose authority it was formed. When jus- 
tice and impartiality are the principles that govern the 
conduct of the sheriff, all sects and persuasions will find 
themselves fairly represented, and the good effects of such 
a system will be seen in the improved habits of the people, 
their increasing confidence in the law, and the consequent 
obedience to its commands. 

Your Committee find that at the opening assizes of 
1839, on a panel of three hundred names, one hundred and 
eighteen were Koman Catholics, sixteen of whom are found 
amongst the first fifty names, thirty-eight amongst the first 
hundred, so that making allowance for some persons not 
answering, and the challenges of the prisoner, he would, in 
most instances, at these assizes be able to procure a jury of 
Protestants and Catholics in nearly equal numbers. From 
this period down to the summer assizes of 1843, the dispro- 
portion of Catholics to Protestants, as set forth in the an- 
nexed table, systematically and numerously increased, until 
on that occasion we find the numbers to be thus : — On the 
entire panel thirty-seven Roman Catholics, four amongst 
the first fifty names, and nine amongst the first one hun- 
dred, so that the total number of Soman Catholics on the 
panel in 1843 was not a third of what had been on it in 
1839 ; the number among the first one hundred was not a 
fourth of what had been on in 1839, and the number among 
the first fifty but one-fourth. 

Your Committee beg further to observe, that while the 
number of Catholics on the panel are thus one to four one- 
half, they are on the list of persons returned to the sheriff 
as qualified to serve on juries as two to one, and thus they 
are declared to be competent, only to be discarded. 

Your Committee will not enlarge lipon this subject. 
They feel that the calm language of a report is but Kttle 
suited to jthe sentiments it must give rise to ; but they can- 
not avoid calling on you to mark your indignation at that 
system that would thus oflScially proscribe a great majority 
of your countrymen in the centre of that land to whose re- 
sources they contribute, and to whose soil they are at- 
tached. 

Your Committee, however, would not be supposed by 

2 
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these comparisons, to cast any imputation on the conscien- 
tiousness of their Protestant fellow-countrymen whose 
names appear upon these panels. To do so, would be con- 
traay to thqir own wishes, and inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples of your National Association ; but they feel, that in 
a country where, unhappily, religious dissensions has too 
long prevailed, to select a jury, exclusively from one sect, 
is, to use the language of the commentator on our laws, 
*' but laying a snare for their consciences." It is from the 
collision of opposite opinions that truth is most frequently 
elicited ; and no matter how prejudiced the mind of a jury- 
man may be, when he finds those prejudices combated by 
men who have the same solemn duty to perform as himself, 
he is not unlikely to take reason and justice to his counsels. 
But who can answer for the prejudices of a man when he 
finds hunself not only tmopposed, but encouraged, by eleven 
others, labouring under the same influences, about to pro- 
nounce judgment on those whom he has been wont to hear 
described as the very refuse of society, in language which 
your Committee would be most willing to forget, rf the 
the spirit it gave expression to was not thus practically 
illustrated. 

Your Committee have also had before them, the names 
of the petit jiirors at the special commission, held at Clon- 
mel, in the South Riding of the County Tipperary, in June, 
1 842 ; and while they observe, that the same system of exclu* 
ding persons professing the Koman Catholic religion haa 
been adhered to — the proportion of Catholics to Protestants 
on the panel, being 1 to 15 — ^they also find, that the persons 
composing it are from a class in society never before called 
upon to serve in that capacity ; that they are those who 
are usually summoned on the grand, and not the petit, 
jury — the landlords of the country. Your Committee 
being forcibly struck with the fiict, thought it their duty 
to inquire into the circumstances under which this special 
commission was issued ; they find that, previous to this oc- 
casion, some of these horrible crimes that mark the progress 
of the unnatural war that has long been waged between 
the landlords and the tenants of mat county, had taken 
place — that the feelings of those who ranged themselves on 
either side were in the highest state of exasperation — that 
3 
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many good men were heard to say, though these crimes 
never could be excused, they stall were palliated by the 
cruelties of that class who, a short time berare, obliged the 
representative of the crown to remind them of the veiy 
existence of their duties — that those gentlemen, in their 
turn, loudly declared, that ludess some examples were 
made, they held their properties and lives but at the mercy 
of assassins. Finding, then, such to be the drcmnstances 
under which the commisrion was issued, your Committee 
cannot hesitate to declare, that the jurors on this panel 
were not selected in accordance with the spirit of the con- 
stitution. They don't mean that high rank is an absolute 
disqualification ton petit juror; but when they recollect, that 
the first constitutional authorities have declared, that ^^ no 
man shall be called to answer a capital charge, but on the 
accusation of twelve of his fellow-subjects, the grand jury 
— and that the truth of that accusation must be confirmed 
by the imanimous suffiages of twelve of his equals and 
neighbours, indifferently chosen, and superior to suspicion, 
they do unequivocally declare, that in a county where two 
classes are ranged in hostility against each other, and the 
interests of each are thought to be at stake in every trial, 
to travel out of these ranks from whence jurors are usually 
taken, and select men exclusively fi:om one class to try 
members of the other, is in direct violation of the sprit of 
that charter which declares it to be the right of every 
subject to be tried by his peers indifferently chosen. 

Your Committee then have seen that the same policy 
which, by means of fi:aud, as even the English Chancellor 
admits, has been successM in imprisoning your beloved 
Liberator and his colleagues, had been practised against his 
humbler countrymen in Tipperary, and that when a par- 
ticular necessity to make examples had arisen, even the 
religious difference was not deemed sufficient security for 
the desired result, and recourse was had to hostile interests 
and political exasperation. They are of opinion that this 
policy is a violation of the constitution — ^that its object 
seems to be to convict, and not to try — ^that it perpetuates 
that religious discord which has so long kept your country 
in destitution — ^that it robs the law of all its powa* to do 
good by depriving it of its real sanction — ^belief in its jus- 
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tice, and that, in fine, it never could be pursued but by 
an unsympathising stranger, whose real object was, to see 
your country for ever divided and miserable. 

In conclusion, your Conunitte have to regret that their 
report to a great national confederacy should be conversant 
with matters wearing such a sectarian aspect ; but in this 
circumstance itself, they see an additional reason why you 
should persevere until you bring your labours to a glorious 
issue, when there shall be but one object for all — ^the pros- 
perity of their country, in which elevating pursuit all 
petty dijBTerences shall be merged, the sectarian in the 
Irishman, and the parlizan in the patriot.. 



Signed, 



JAMES e. FITZPATRICK. 



ASSIZE. 



ii 



a . 
"Si 

|i 
|i 

5^ 



as 



£•3 

ll 



Summer, 1839 
Spring, 1840 
Summer, 1840 
Spring, 1841 
Summer, 1841 
Spring, 1842 
Summer, 1842 
Spring, 1843 
Summer, 1843 
Spring, 1844 
Specid Commission 



319 
185 
198 
200 
206 
214 
227 
193 
201 
211 
434 



118 
60 
57 
44 
55 
46 
57 
52 
37 
43 
88 



201 
125 
141 
156 
149 
168 
176 
141 
164 
168 



38 
43 
36 
28 
30 
22 
25 
10 
9 
11 
20 



15 

22 

20 

18 

21 

16 

12 

6 

4 

7 

8 
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Price j^d. — Weight under j^z. 

Sold by J. Bbovme, 96, Nassau-street, and James Dufft, 25, Angle 
•treet, by whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. Bbowme, Printer, $6, Nassau-street, Dublin. 



REPOET 



PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 



H1JBBIIN6 OF BILLS THBOir«H PABLIAMEm 



Bead at a Meeting of the Association, in the Conciliation HaU, on 
Mondajfy the I9th August, 1844. 



Two very marked instances of this have just occurred. 
The "Law Courts (Ireland) Bill/' whereby gr^t changes 
were made in the machinery of the law offices in Ireland, 
and a heavy amount for compensation thrown on the 
revenue, was introduced in the Commons, on Fridw, the 
4th day of Jul^, read a second time on the Monday 
following, committed doubly — (that is, both on the clauses 
and compensations) on Thursday, reported on Friday, and 
read a tmrd time, and passed, on Saturday, thus occupying 
eight days from its first to its last stage. 

What makes this proceeding even more imwarrantable 
is, that similar bills have been rejected in the two last 
sesraons, and it must have been with a perfect knowledge 
that serious opposition would be given to it on public 
groimds, that it was brought in, and hurried on at the close 
of a session, with so little regard to justice or propriety. 

Another case is the " Transfer of Property Bill." It 
extends to England and Ireland, and alters an array of the 
longest and best established legal rules and maxims. We 
have referred to it in another report, from which we make 
an extract to show its importance. 

1 2p 
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^^ The third section, requinng^ partitions to be by deed, will 
impose a heavy expense on the poorer classes of joint te- 
nants, from which they are now exempt ; it would be adyisa^ 
ble to endeayoor to have exempted from stamp daty all parti- 
tions where the tenement does not exceed the yearly value of 
£40. 

** The fourth section provides that leases shall be by deed, 
and that agreements in writing shall take e£Pect only as agree- 
ments to execute a lease. This provision will not affect the 
poor man in the quarter sessions court, where he can make an 
equitable defence, but in the superior courts it will deprive him 
of his equitable right, unless he can resort to the hazardous and 
expensive aid of a court of equity." 

This bill was brought from the Lords on the 30th July, 
1844, and was read a first time, and ordered to be printed 
in the Commons on that day. It was read a second time 
on the 1st, and went through committee on the 2nd Au- 
gust, but did not arrive in Dublin until the 3d of August^ 
when the time for discussing its details hud gone by. 

Many similar instances b^ve come tmder the observation 
of the parUamentary Committee during their sittings, but 
they think it needless to go back for 3ie purpose of accu- 
mulating more details in proof of a feet notorious to every 
one conversant with parliamentary business, and sufficiently 
illustrated by the cases stated in the opening of this report. 

Your Committee recommend the Association to pass a 
resolution stating and condemning this unjust practice, and 
demanding that provision be made in both houses for the 
leisurely examination of all bills affecting Ireland by com- 
mittees of Irish peers and commons, and by the Irish public. 

But though the Committee recommend this course as 
proper for the assertion of an Irish right, they cannot hold 
out to the Association any hope that the grievance com- 
plained of will be thus remedied. The evil seems to your 
Committee inherent in the system of imperial legislation. 
The present parliament has to spend part of its time on 
India, part on Canada, some on Jamacia, some on European 
and American diplomacy ; some on Wales, more on Scot- 
land, most on England. Little remains, therefore, for Irish 
business, even could the 471 English members, and the 
mass of British peers, have got, by some miracle, sufficient 
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knowledge of, or zeal for, Irish a£&irs. Irish affairs are 
therefore naturally avoided at the opening of the session, 
and it is not until its close that Irish bills, needful for the 
moment, are tumbled through the legislature, without con- 
sult with, or regard for, Irish opinion. There is but one 
remedy for this — ^that Ireland's kws be made by Irishmen, 
devoted to that sole object, and sitting in Ireland. 

THOMAS DAVIS, 
Chairman of the Committee. 
lOth August^ 1844. 



Price ^, — Weight under j^z. 

Sold by J, BBOinrE, Nassau-street, and James Dufft, 25, Anglesea-street, 
bj whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. BROWKE, PBtNTEB, If AS8AU-8TBEET. 



REPORT FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 



LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION 



OPENING OF POST-OFFICE LETTERS. 



Read at a Meeting of the Assodation^ in the CondUaiion HaB, 
on Monday, the 26th day of August, 1844. 



Your Committee have examined the Reports of the 
liords' and CJommons' secret Committees on this subject, 
and find them to agree, save in one particular, which shall 
be presently noticed. 

The Commons Beport goes at much length into the 
history of the English Post-office. That office originated 
in the system of messengers for carrying court dispatches 
and letters, and was, of course, incident to the exercise of 
sovereignty. A Master of the Posts was appointed in 
1516, and, from thence till 1657, royal patents and procla- 
mations fixed the duties, rights, payments, &c., of the de- 
partment. Foreign correspondence was always suspected 
and discouraged, save through official hands, and accord- 
ingly the proclamations, whenever new masters were 
appointed, prohibited the carriage of foreign letters, save 
by licensed persons. The quarrel between the courts of 
London and Rome, consequent on the reformation, seems 
to have caused increased strictness. 

Inland letters at an early period were conveyed by royal 
1 2q 
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posts, without charge, though 1635 is the date of the oldest 
evidence offered of this custom. 

The chief reason, then^ of insisting upon all letters passing 
through official hands was the in&mous convenience it gave 
the government of spying into the secrets of their subjects, 
and this they seem to have done constantly. In 1635—7, 
the inland post system of England was greatly changed by 
the substitution of horse posts, travelli]^ 120 miles in 24 
hours, for foot-posts going but 18, and the exclusive right 
to carry letters was reserved to the new patentee. 

In 1657 the republican parliament regulated the post- 
office by an act reserving the exclusive privilege ; and (as 
appears firom the journals, and from Thurloe's correspon- 
dence) they did so, knowing that the post letters were 
habitually opened for state purposes. After the restoration, 
this repubhcan law was sustamed by patents and acts of 
parliament, and the practice of opening letters was perse- 
vered in ; but it was not until the 9th Anne, c. 10, that the 
right to open letters was expressly recognized by parlia- 
ment. Tne 40th section of that act imposes a penalty on 
all persons who shall willingly open or detain post letters, 
" except by warrant from one of the principal Secretaries 
of State, for every such opening, detaining, or delayii^ !" 

These words, it will be seen, do not give the right to 
the Secretaries of State to issue such warrants, but only 
exempt the persons obeying such warrants, from the pen- 
alty imposed in the clause. 

This act of Anne had no legal authority in^.Ireland, but 
was illegally enforced (as a multitude of other English 
laws were), previously to the act of independence in 1782, 
declaring all such enforcements illegal. This a{^iears to 
have been done by a delegation of power from the English 
Secretaries of State to the Irish Lord Lieutenants ; and in 
1740, by a warrant to the Irish Postmaster "to open aU 
letters which the Duke of Devonshire (then Lord Lieute- 
nant"), or any other person appointed by him, shall direct." 

The English act having been displaced in 1782, the 
Irish ajet 23 and 24 Geo. III. c. 17, was passed, regulating 
the Irish Post-office; and by its 30th clause, imposmg 
penalties upon the destruction, opening, &c. of post letters, 
"except by an express warrant in writing, under the hand 
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and seal of the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor 
or governors for the time being." 

So the law continued till the Post^K^ffice code, Ist Vic, 
caps. 32-3-4-5 and 6. By the last of these acts, 6ec. 25, 
fine and imprisonment are imposed on persons opening or 
detaining post letters, with certain exceptions, one of 
which runs, that the penalties shall not extend ^^to the 
opening, or detaining, or delaying of a post letter, in 
obedience to express warrant in writing, under the hand 
fin Great Britain) of one of the principal Secretaries of 
State ; and in Ireland, imder the hand and seal of the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland," or fbj the interpretation 
clauBc) " the governor or governors tor the time being." 

The Commons' Beport states, that since these acts the 
practice of opening letters continued in England and Ire- 
land. Up to 1795 such letters had been u^ in courts of 
justice gainst the writers of them, but not since. 

The Uonmions' Committee say, that they examined all 
the persons likely to be connected with official letter-open- 
ing, and that it appears to have been used by every 
government in England and Ireland, for ahnost every 
purpose, and with much irregularity. 

We shall be content with the list of Irish officiab whose 
signatures appear to these warrants : — 

Year, 1832 — Marquis of Anglesea. 

1834— E. J. Littieton (Secretary). 

„ — Marquis Wellesley. 
1835 — ^Earl of Mulgrave. 
1836— Ditto. 

„ -=-J. Druromond (Secretary). 
1837— Ditto. 

„ — ^Lord Plunket (one of the Lords Justices)* 
„ — Archbishop of Dublin (ditto). 

1838 — ^Lord Morpeth (Secretary). 
1839 — Marquis of Normanby. 
„ — ^Lord Viscount Ebrington. 
„ — Gen. Sir E. Blakeney (one of the Lords 
Justices). 
1840 — Lord Viscount Ebrington. 
1841— Chief Justice Bushe (one of the Lords 
Justices). 
3 
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Year, 1841— Earl De Grey. 
1842— Ditto. 

„ — Sir E. Sugden (one of the Lords Justioes). 
1843— Earl De Grey. 

The number of warrants, and the objects for which they 
were issued, are set out in the following tables : — 



Year. 


Number of 
Warrants. 


Number of Persons 
Warrants. 




1832 

1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 

Total 


1 

3 
1 
2 
4 
1 
9 
2 
3 
3 
2 



1 

3 

1 
4 
8 
1 

16 
11 
9 
3 
3 





31 


60 




Crimes. 


Murder, Robbery, Ac 


14 

12 

2 

1 
1 

1 


Sedition, • 


Bfl-mkruptcYj •«••!•#. *•••.••■••. 


Forging a Post-office Stamp 
Letter returned to the > 
writer, 3 

Total 


31 



Four of ihe warrants were signed only by the Irish 
secretary at the time, and it therefore appears that Mr. 
Lyttleton, Mr. Drommond, and Lord Morpeth, thus di- 
rectly violated even the in&mous clause which is supposed 
to give this power to the chief governors of Ireland. 
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The Commons' Beport states tliat there are no data to 
show how long each of those warrants remained in force, 
nor how many letters were opened under each of them; and 
adds, < the letters in Ireland are not opened by the Post- 
master-General, but by a confidential clerk in the office of 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland.' 

In England the right seems to have been used in the 
last century for family purposes, but latterly only for poli- 
tical. 

The report specifies five cases of warrants in England 
as deserving of particular attention. 

The first of these occurred during tiie disturbances in 
the manu&cturing districts of England in August, 1842, 
when clerks were sent down armed with warrants to open 
the letters of nineteen persons. 

The second was during the Welsh disturbances in the 
autumn of 1843, when the letters of three persons were 
spied into by clerks sent down for that purpose. 

The fourth and fifth cases were of foreign letters open- 
ed (without cause as it turned out") from apprehension of a 
plot to assassinate the Emperor Nicholas. 

The third case, and that which originated the inquiry, 
was Mazzini's. He is an Italian gentieman, resident in 
London, and corresponded with some of his countrymen in 
Corfti, who were preparing to attempt to revolutionise 
(Naples). Mazom's letters were opened, and the material 
parts in them communicated to the Austrian and Neapoli- 
tan governments, in consequence, his fiiends immediately 
on landing were met, taken prisoners, tried by court mar- 
tial, and shot. They were some of the noblest iamilies of 
Italy, and through means of the English Black Cabinet 
thdr design was defeated, and they were butchered. 

The two committees try to evade this, by saying that 
individual names were not commimicated ; but these are 
the fiicts. 

We have alluded to a discrepancy between the two reports. 
It is this. The Commons' Report, after stating that diplo- 
matic correspondence had been ^^ comprehensively" opened, 
adds these remarkable words: ^'of this they are satisfied, 
that no such warrants or practices now exist." Turning to 
the last paragraph of the Lords' Beport, we find that up to 
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last Jvney the "foreign corre^ndence of fordlgn ministers 
was regularly sent &r examination to the Foreign Office 
before delivery, but that the practice has since then been 
discontinued/' How truthful and candid the Commons' 
Report was, in taking advantage of this recent discontinu- 
ance as a cloak for saying that no such warrants or prac- 
tices "nMc existy' we need not remark. 

These, then, are the material &cts stated by the two 
Committees, after having examined the official persons 
interested in defending such practices, and excluded all 
others. Doubtless many other things were suppressed, as 
the Commons' Report sought to suppress the &ct of espio- 
nage on diplomatic correspondence. 

The system of opening letters is defended by the Lords' 
and Commons' Committees for two reasons: first — As a 
part of the criminal police, for the detection of robberies, 
murders, &c., but they seem to doubt the utility of a prac- 
tice against which so strong a moral feeling exists, for the 
sake of the few cases in which it is used. The second rear- 
son is, that it enables government to detect and baffie con- 
spiracies, and on this, too, the committees offer the same 
remark, that its unfi*equency prevents the privilege £x)m 
being of much use. Yet they desire its continuance, lest 
such treasonable correspondence should multiply, if se- 
cured firom risk of examination. 

Your Committee now submit to you, that reluctant 
Connnittees of Peers and Commoners, dealing with partial 
witnesses, and provedly guilty of suppressing material 
fitcts, have disclc^ed a case against all the go vemmg parties 
of the empire calculated to bring them under public dis- 
grace. 

Your Committee think it dishonest and dishonourable 
of a man or a government to offer to carry the sealed and 
secret correspondence of any one, and then to violate it for 
his or their piirposes; nor can they see how the frequent or 
occasional fecility thus given of detecting private crimi- 
nals, nor the govenmient opportunity of resisting political 
opponents at home, or muraering the enemies of their 
despotic allies abroad, can justify l£is direct breach of com- 
mon honesty and common honour. 
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This Committee, therefore, recommend your Associa- 
tion to denounce Ae infamous jpractice, and the persons 
who were guilty of it, and to petition Parliament for a re- 
newal of uie inquiry before an open committee, when the 
legal and illegal exercise of this power by ministers, who 
professed to govem constitutionaUy, may be fully exposed. 

THOMAS DAVIS, 

Chairman of the Committee, 

9th August, 1844. 
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JIEPORT FfiOM THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

OP THE 

LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION 

ON THE 

ATTENDANCE OF IRISH MEMBERS 

IN PARLIAMENT, 

Bead at a Meeting of the Association, in the Conciliation HaU, on 
Monday, the 2nd day of September, 1844. 



Your Committee report that they have analyzed the 
division lists of the last session of parliament, and present 
herewith a return of the number of divisions in which each 
Irish member voted during that session. It will be seen 
from this that several of the Irish members attended regu- 
larly, others rarely, some not at all, and that this observa- 
tion applies to Conservatives and Reformers, Kepealers and 
non-Kepealers. 

Your Conmuttee are sure that, both on general and 
constitutional principles, a person who accepts a seat in par- 
liament, becomes thereby a trustee boimd to attend firom day 
to day in the Conmions, to aid by vote, voice, counsel, 
and example, in the weU-goveming of the country, and that 
he can only be freed from this trust by the declaration of 
the country, that he can better serve it elsewhere. 

The people of Ireland, having in vain attempted to ob- 
tain from the imperial parliam^it detailed measures of jus- 
tice, and with equal fauure sought the restoration of their 
domestic senate, or even inquiry into the wisdom of that 
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restoration, have at length sought to obtain their rights by 
agitation out of parliament. Tney have to this end arrayed 
themselves into a Loyal and National Association to obtain 
the Kepeal of the Union. They try to obtain strength by 
the reality and display of union and organization. They 
seek converts by tneir speeches, their writings, and their 
peaceful virtues. They are endeavouring to mcrease their 
Knowledge and their power by reading, thinking, and dis- 
cussing. And to canj out meir projects of organization, 
conversion, and self-improvement, they subscribe hurge 
funds to a cominon treasury. 

Their efforts in the imperial parliament having then 
been so fruitless, and their undertaking at home bemg so 
vast, they, the people of Ireland, have consented that such 
of their members as seek with them domestic legislation, 
shoiild secede from the imperial parliament, and control 
the agitation, instruction, and organization of the people at 
home. 

Such a consent neither binds nor justifies a man who 
hopes redress directly from the imperial parliament to ab- 
sent himself from it. His duty is stul at St. Stephen's, from 
the first to the last day of the session, in committees, divi- 
sions, and (whenever he can be useftJ) in debates. 

No member should use the privilege given by the coun- 
try to Repealers, unless he is a Kepler. Yet, your Com- 
mittee see with regret, not unmixed with indignation, that 
many members, both Conservatives and Reformers, avow- 
edly hostile to an Irish legislature have grossly neglected 
their parliamentary duties, having been present at few of the 
divisions, silent in most of the debates, and, still worse, ab- 
sent from all committee business whatsoever. This is a 
grievance affecting Irishmen, whatever may be their politics 
or religion ; and, though yoxur Committee are unwilling to 
embrou members with their constituencies, or to counte- 
nance anything like dictation, they must, in common fwr- 
ness, call the attention of all these constituencies, whose 
members are not Repealers, to the annexed return, and urge 
them to require an explanation firom those who appear by 
it to have violated their clear public duty. 

As to the members who advocate domestic legislation, 
they are to be differently, but not less rigidly, judged. They, 
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US -we have said, have obtained permission from Ireland to 
transfer their attendance and labours from London to Dub- 
lin. They have not received permission to abandon their 
exertions, and look by whil^ Ihe country either drijfts idly 
on, or is managed and preserved ]^ other men. The busi- 
ness, the imperative duty before Uod and his country, of a 
Repeal member who secedes from St. Stephen's, is to come 
to the Corn Exchange, and there vote, speak, and work di- 
ligently on committees, as he would otherwise be conscien^ 
tiously hound to vote, speak, and work diligentiy on com- 
mittees in Westminster. And your Committee would re- 
peat what they have already expressed in their correspond- 
ence with Lord Widdow, that such a course is consistent 
^th the duty of influencing and exposing the Imperial 
Parliament by reports and circulars, and with the reten- 
tion of their seats, as a check on coercion^ and as a means 
of carrying by the Repealers, Repeal, whenever it shall be 
thought politic to bring that measure beibre parliament. 

These are the principles of the Association and the peo- 
ple ; they are clear, exact, and politic. The constituencies, 
then, of decoding members will therefore judge their mem- 
bers by ascertaining whether, like Mr. O'Connell and his 
Son, they have been in strife and prison for Ireland, or, like 
Mr. Smith O'Brien and some others, they have laboured zea- 
lously«and constantly in the Conciliation Hall and the Com- 
mittees, or in the provinces, at the Committee's request, or, 
like too many, have abandoned their duties in Westmins* 
ter, and not undertaken those at home. 

THOMAS DAVIS, 

Chairman of the Committee^ 



310 



RBPORT ON THE 



A List of the Irish Members of Parliament, with the 
Number of Divisions in ujhieh they voted during the last 
Session. 



Acheson, Viscount, Armagh county 
Acton, Colonel William, W icklow county 
Alexander, Nathaniel, Antrim county ••• 
Archbold, Bobert, Kildare county 
Archdall, Mervyn, Fermanagh county ... 
Armstrong, Sir Aiidrew, Bart, King's county 
Barron, Sur Winston, Waterford city ... 

Bateson, Robert, Derry county 

(*) Bateson, Thomas, do. 

^ellew, Richard M., Louth county 
Blake, Mark, Mayo county 
Blake, Martin Joseph, Galway city 
Blake, Sir Valentine, do. 

Bodkin, J. J., Galway county 

Boyd, John, Coleraine 

Bndgeman, Hewitt, Ennis 

Brooke, Sir A. B., Bart., Fermanagh coimty 
Browne, Hon. William, Kerry county ... 
Browne, Robert D., Mayo county 
Bruen, Colonel Henry, Carlow coimty ... 

Bernard, Viscount, Bandon 

Butler, Hon. Colonel, Kilkenny county 
Butler, P. S., do 

Bunbury, Thomas, Carlow coimty 

CaUaghan, Daniel, Cork city 

Carew, Hon. R. S., Watemrd county 
Castlereagh, Viscount, Down county 
Cave, Hon. R. O., Tipperary county 
Cavendish, Hon. Compton, Toughal 
Chapman, B. J., Westmeath county 
Clements, Viscount, Leitrim county 
Collett, John, Athlone 



6 
14 

4 
41 
28 
12 
27 



32 
49 
14 
13 

5 

5 
29 

I 
19 
66 
23 

6 

6 
28 
52 
16 



9 
13 

5 
12 
38 

5 
90 



(*) In the monih of March, 1844, Mr. Robert Bateson died, vnthout 
having voted durinff the session, and was succeeded in the representation of 
Derry county by Mr. Thomas Bateson. 
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f*) Cole, Hon. Heniy, Ennisldllen 18 

Connollv, Colonel E. M., Donegal county ... 17 

Coote, Sir Charles F., Bart., Queen's ^county ... 16 

Corbally, Matthew E., Meath county 4 

Corry, Hon. H. T. L., Tyrone county ... 103 

Darner, Hon. Colonel, Portarlington 60 

Dawson, Hon. Thomas Vesey, Louth county ... 35 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas, Baii}., Wexford iown ... S3 

Ferguson, Sir Kobert, Bart., Deny city ... 12 

Ffofliott, John, Sligo county 8 

French, Fitzstephen, Boscommon county ... 36 

Gore, Hon. Robert, New Boss 36 

Gore, William B. Ormsby, Sl%o county ... 28 

Grattan Heniy, Meath county 

Gregory, William Henry, Dublin city 34 

Grogan Edward, Dublin city ..; ... ... 43 

Hamilton, liord Claude, Tyrone county ... 43 

Hamilton, George Alexander, Dublin University 20 

Hamilton, James Hans, Dublin county ... 30 

Hatton, Captain V. F., Wexfiwl county ... 22 

Hayes, Sir Edmond S., Bart., Donegal county 46 

EGllsborou^h, Earl of, Down county ... ... 16 

Howard, Su* Ealph, Bart., Wicklow county ... 9 

Irving, John, Antrim county 20 

Jones, Captain Theobald, Deny county ... 59 

Kerr, David S., Downpataick 17 

Kirk, Peter, Ca^ckfergus 10 

Layard, Capt. B. V., Carlow town 32 

Lefroy, Anthony, Longford coimty 37 

Leslie, Charles F., Monaghan county 11 

M^Namara, William iNugent, Clare county ... 15 

Maher, Nicholas, Tipperary county 22 

Martin, Thomas B., Galway county 

Maxwell, Hon. J. P., Cavfm county 39 

Meynell, Capt. H. Lisbum ... 73 

Murphy, Sergeant F. S., Cork city ... ... 24 

Newry, Viscount, Newry 27 



(*) Hon. A. H. Cole resigned in the month of June. 1844, without having 
voted during the session, and was succeeded by the Hon. Henry Cole, who 
voted as above. 
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Non^ys, Sir C. D. Jephson, Bart^ Mallow ... 45 

NortMand, Yiscount, Dungannon 37 

O'Brien, Cornelius, Clare county 

O'Brien, John, Liinerick city 15 

O'Brien, Willmm Smith, Limerick county ••. 

O'Connell, Daniel, Cork county 5 

CConnell, John, Ealkenny city 2 

CConnell, Maurice, Tralee, 25 

CConnell, Momn John, Kerry county ... 58 

O'Connor Don, Boecommon county 23 

CFarrell, Bichard M., Ealdare county ... 42 

Pigot, B^ht Hon. D. B., Clonmel ••• • ... 3 

Powell, Caleb, Limerick county 2 

Power, James, Wexford coimty 19 

Bawdon, Colonel, Arma^ town 53 

Bedington, Thomas K., Dundalk ^ 18 

(*) B^he, Sir Dayid, Baronet, Limerick city ... 2 

Iloche, Edmond B., Cork county 5 

Boss, David Bobert, Bel&st ci^ 40 

Shaw, Bight Hon. F., Dublin University ... 66 

Sheil, Bight Hon. B. L., Dimgarvan 35 

Shirley, Evelyn P., Monaghan 23 

Somers, John Patrick, Sligo town 13 

Somer^e, Sir Wm., Bart., Drogheda ... 10 

Stock, Sergeant, Cashel ... 41 

Stuart, Wuliam V., Waterford county ... 43 

Taylor, Captain Thomas E., Dublin county ••• 27 

Tennent, tfames Emerson, Bel&st city ••• 56 

Tuite, Hugh Morgan, Westmeath county ... 4 

Verner, Colonel William, Armagh county ... 35 

Vesey, Hon. Thomas, Queen's County ... 56 

Watson, William H., Kinsale 

Westenra, Hon. J. C, King's county 

White, Henry, Longford county ... . . . ' 13 

White, Samuel, Leitrim county 1 

Wyse, Thomas, Waterford caty 46 

Young, John, Cavan 141 

(*) Succeeded 6th July, 1844, by James Kelly, Esq., who did not vote. 
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R£FORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE 

OVTKB 

LOYAL NATIONAL. REPEAL ASSOCLA.TION, 

OH VHB 

IRISH FISHERIES. 



Your Committee in the first place have to state, that 
the *' Irish Fisheries" form the subject of a Report of a 
former Coimnittee of the Association, which will be found 
in the first volume of the Beports of tiie Assodation, page 
41, and bears the date of the I7th September, 1840.^ That 
Committee, however, seem to have bestowed but little la- 
bour on the subject, and their Report appears to be only a 
compilation firom that of the Parliamentary Commissioners 
of Enquiry, appointed in 1836. 

The importance to an insular countnr of the encourage- 
ment of its fisheries, particularly the deep sea fishery, is, 
we opine, an incontrovertible proposition. That the Irish 
parliament was fidly impressed with this conviction, is 
apparent fi-om the facts, tnat there were no less than twenty \ 
acts on the statute book passed by that assembly, having j 
the encouragement of this branch of industry for their 
object, and that most of them set forth the importance of 
encouraging the fisheries in their preamble. That the 
efforts of Uie Irish parliament were, to a great degree, 
successful, is demonstrated by their vote in 1780, of 10,000 
seamen to man the British fleet ; and that those seamen 
were skilful, hardy, and brave, is placed beyond a doubt, 
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by the victory obtained by Lord Rodney (whose ship com- 
mnies were filled up by the seamen so voted) over the 
Count De Graase, on the I2th April, 1782. 

The foreign trade of Ireland, at that period, could never 
have furnished the requisite number of seamen. They 
must have been trained and formed in the fisheries ; and 
while their number shews the extent of the Irish fisheries, 
it also renders manifest the success of the efforts of the 
Irish legislature for their encouragement. 

Strong in the hope that the lesson will not be lost, and 
that the attention of our renascent parliament will be 
directed \idth at least equal success to the same usefiil end, 
your Committee proceed to set forth — 

Istly — The attempts at encouragement made by the 
imperial legislature, and the effects mereof. 

2ndly — The present state of the law on this subject. 

3rdly — To reconunend such measures as, in their opinion, 
are most likely to contribute to the encouragement and 
increase of your fisheries, and thereby secure to the coun- 

7 an abundant supply of a cheap and wholesome article 
food, a resource m time of scarcity, various useful ad- 
juncts to agriculture and manufactures, and the formation 
of the best nursery for seamen for your mercantile, and, if 
necessary, for your military navy. 

From the period of the Union, down to the year 1819, 
the usual neglect of Irish interests was manifested by the 
imperial parliament towards our fisheries: in the last- 
mentioned year, however, an act was passed for their 
encouragement, which, by fi-equent renewals, continued in 
force until the year 1830. By that act bounties were 
granted upon the produce of the fisheries^ and a Board of 
(unsalaried) Commissioners was appointed, to whom the 
duty of carrying out the intentions of the legislature was 
entrusted. It is but justice to those gentlemen to say, 
that they brought to the execution of a very arduous duty, 

freat industry, much knowledge of the subject, and perfect 
onesty of intention. That they effected much good we 
shall proceed to shew; that the good has not been per- 
manent was not their fault, but that of the early ^expiration 
of the act which called them into being, and, in some 
measure, of the principles on which that act was founded. 
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The system of bounties on produce, as Artliur Young, 
in Ms tour in Ireland, well remarks, pre-8upj)oses the pay- 
ment of the expenses of preliminary machinery by the 
producer ; it makes no allowance for the difficulty of raising, 
or for unfavourable seasons, but is, in most cases, more a 
premium upon the good fortune of individuals, than a re- 
ward for ingenuity, industry, hardihood, or perseverance. 
This observation applies, with peculiar force, to the system 
of fish^lg boimties, as administered formerly in this coimtry ; 
and it is in speaking of them, that Mr. x oung makes use 
thereof. The act of 1819 gave a bounty on the tonnage of 
decked boats of a particular size. Here all the expenses 
of building and fitting were to be incurred ; and after all 
these expenses, if the vessel was a firaction under the ton- 
nage, she was disqualified. The act gave a bounty on nets 
of a peculiar mesh, and certain length and depth. For 
these two classes, only capitalists to a certain extent could 
contend, and having once qualified, the object naturally was, 
to secure an annual return fix)m the bounty, and avoid the 
deterioration of the instrument employed. A bounty was 
offered upon certain kinds of fish, cured after a particular 
manner. This operated as a discouragement to the sale of 
fi'esh fish, and placed the fisherman under the double position 
of producer and manufacturer. If the boat suffered fix)m 
wear and tear — ^if the nets were damaged by akccident, or run 
foul of, and carried away by, perhaps, tiie boat of a rival — 
if there was a &ult in the curing of the fish^ or if the lot 
cured did not consist of particular species — ^the parties suf- 
fered, not merely by the deprivation of bounty, but by the 
positive waste of labour and loss of capital. The entire 
thing was a lottery, where there were no very capital prizes, 
and where the drawing a blank was comparative ruin. This 
soon became apparent to the Commisioners, and ^iccordingly 
in 1824 they obtained a clause to be inserted in the Fishery 
Act, then being renewed, authorizing them to employ 
£500 in each county where piers (the building of which in 
proper localities had been entrusted to them) were built, as 
a loan fund to poor fishermen to enable them to repair their 
boats. In the working of this clause they extended it to 
the building of boats, and providing nets and other gear 
lor the fisheries. The advantages of this provision were 
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soon felt ; and to the honour of the people be it said, that 
their honestf and punotiudity in the ramyn^ts of those 
loans were fully equal to the avidity yma which they &yu1- 
ed thenuielyes of them. The fishery continned to proi^)er 
until the year 1830, when the acts were suffia:6d to expim; 
and ednce that period the Irish fisheries have been annulfy 
decreasing, the condition of the fishermen deterioradne, tlie 
boats and ^ear wearing oat and going to wfedc, wUte the 
only attention bestowed upon it by the gDvenimeirt is, by 
sending occasionally a vessel of war to particnlar statioiis, 
to curb the outbrealcs of discontent and desperfttion amaog 
an hnmble but valuable portion of the community^ who 
midit be rendered srateftii and comfortable l^ the judioious 
outlay of an annuu sum fiff inferior to the exprauie of main- 
taining the instrument of their coercion. During the ten 
years of their labours, the Fisheries CommissionerB erected 
68 /n^« on various ports of the coast of Ireland. They paid 
in bounties £151,390 4^. 7^. The number of veeselB 
employed in the fishery enoreased fix>m 27 in 1819, to 
27J42 in 1823. The bounty being then gradually with- 
drawn, we find the number of vessds in 1829 had decceaBed 
to 12,611. In 1819 the numba- of men emjdoyed in the 
vessels was 188, in 1829 it amounted to 63,421; while the 
amount of loan fund from April, 1826, to April, 1829, 
appears to have been £14,031 11^. Id. The particulan 
with regard to the piers will be found in Appendkea Nos. 
1, II, and III, annexed to this report. As to the bounty 
and increase of number of boats, <xc. in No. IV; and the 
loan fund return in Nos.y. and y I. As to the presait con- 
dition of the Irish fisheries, we annex hereto a summary of 
the answers to the queries sent out by your Committee, 
received fix)m 16 districts, which form No. VII. of the 
Appendix. They all present one imvarying picture of 
wretchedness and decay — a wretchedness which must en- 
dure — ^a decay tending rapidly to annihilation; and only 
to be relieved and alleviated by the boimteous hands and 
vimlant eyes of a Native Parliament. 

The consideration of the state of the law regarding the 
Irish Fisheries need not delay us long. In the year 1842, 
a Parliamentary Committee was appointed to enquire into, 
and report on, a bill brought into the House by Lord 

4 
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£tUot, fi>r the regulation of the Irish Fish^ies ; and the 
bill, as amended by that committee, was passed in the course 
of the session. By that act, 26 previous statutes on the 
stthject were repealed^ The charge of the Irish Fisheries 
is QooQimitted to the Con^nisfidoners of FabHc Works, and 
tbead is, in most of its clauses, penal and prohibitory — in 
no one iastanoe offering encouragement or aid to the poor 
deep sea &liennen, while it gives abundant protection to 
the i wealthy owners ai^ &nners of the inland fisheriiosi. 
Though seme of its provisaons m%ht be retained with ad- 
iNsitage, yet the statute already requires much alteration 
aaEid addition before it can be considered efficient for the 
protection of the Irish Fisheries ; for their encouragement 
it does notiaesume to make provision. 
- : We are now arrived at the third point which we pro- 
posed to take into conraieratioh in this B^ort, namely-^ 
thi6:]*ect)mnielidation of such measures as, m our opinion, 
axe most Iskelj to contribute to the encouragement and 
ondreaee of thelrifihFiidieries; and upona subject open to 
much controversy^ your Committee can scarcely venting to 
ho^ that llieb opinions will be received without difficulty. 
The first object in ihmr view of the subject should be~ 
teplace the means of pursuit and capture already in pes- 
sessionof the fii^ermen, in an efficient condition ; to provide 
for their makitenance in such efficient order, for the renewal 
thereof as tjbejr are worn out, and the &rth^ supply which 
inoi^ased activity will rendev necessary. For these pur- 
poses your Committee would p:ecommend the application' (^ 
a certain portion of the revenue* equivalent — say, £1000 
per annum in .eoofa^of the^inaritame counties^^to form a 
iund to be advanced in small loans to fishermen for the 
repakrof th^ bp^ts 9,nd ^eac, and the replacement thereof 
wnen worn out and destroyed. At the same time, the 
condition of the piers formeny constructed by the Fishery 
Board, should be examined into, and their repdbrs and 
extension proceeded with, and new fishing harbours formed 
on such parts of the coast as were found deficient in these 
means of protection to life and property. The adoption of 
these suffgestions your Committee submit, would benefit, 
not mer^y the fishermen, but the tradesmen of almost every 
class in the various loc^ties, by affording remuneration 
5 
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and oonstantly recurrine employment. In the next place 
your Committee would sug^t^ that means should be 
taken for the training and instruction o^ at least, the 
fiunilies of the fishermen, in the most certain and economical 
modes of exercising their calling. The various fishing 
baiiks shoidd be pomted out, the periods of migration of 
certain kinds of fish made ^own to the people, the ne- 
cessity of avoiding certain methods of fishing, as destructive 
td the spawning beds, insisted on, and, in short, such 
branches of knowledge placed within their reach, as most 
conduce to render them at once skilfiil and hardy in thdr 
own calling, teach them to respect the rights and properties 
of others, and increase and preserve their own. Such 
instruction would probablv necesdtate the appointmesit of 
a person intimate with icthyology, with the minute topo- 
graphy of our coasts, and the economical statistics of our 
coast population; and one of its means would be, the dis- 
tribution of hand books on the structure of boats and nets, 
on coast navigation, and on the nature, habits, and modes 
of taking and cming fish. And as the people on our west 
fishing coasts speak Irish chiefly, it would be right to have 
these manuals printed in botii English and Lish. 

Your Committee, in concluding this Beport, beg to 
state, that they conceive that their attention has, as yet, 
been directed only to a very small portion of tins vast 
subject, and, with your concurrence, would propose to 
continue their labours, and in due course to report tq)on 
the various kinds of fish firequenting our shores, the best 
mode of their capture, and the materials employable in 
agricultuBe and the arts derivable there&om. 

MAURICE O'CONNELL, 

Chairman of Sub^ Committee. 

September, 1844. 



APPENDIX I. 



ERECTION AND IMPROVEMENTS OF FISHERY 
PIERS IliJ IRELAND, CLASSED IN DISTRICTS. 

NORTHERN DISTRICT. 



PLACES. 


COUNTY. 


COST. 


Portmuck Pier 

Greencastle do 

Portnoe do 

Portmore do 

Raughley do 


Antrim 
Donegal 

do. .:. 

do. 
SUgo 


£ 405 
795 
400 
180 
210 




£1,990 



EASTERN 


DISTRICT. 




Balbriggan Pier 


Dublin 


£ 337 11 10 


Clogh^r Head do. 


Louth 


173 


Newcastle do 

WESTERN 


Down 

DISTRICT. 


1,750 
£2,260 11 10 


Old Head Pier (See Report 1836) 


"^Iz :;; 


£ 369 4 6 


Taxmon do. (See Report 1836) 


50 


Saleen do. (See Report 1836) 


do 


292 


Belmullet do 


do. 


282 


The Claddagh do 


Galway 


1,100 


Oleggan do 


do. 


30 


Kilnuh do 


Clare 


1,380 


Liscannor do 


do 


823 15 


Kilbaha do. 


do 


188 15 




£4,515 14 6 


SOUTHERN 


DISTRICT. 




Coolagh or Ballycrohane Pier 


Cork 


£ 98 


Glandore do, 


do 


100 


Baltimore do 


do 


470 15 


Cape Clear do 


do 


117 10 2 




do. 


293 5 


Brandon do 


Kerry 


87 13 4 


Valencia do 


do. 


359 3 6 


Wyse's Point do 


Waterford ... 


1,180 
£2,706 7 


Northern District 


... 1,990 





Eastern do. 


... 2,260 1 


1 10 


Western do. 


... 4,515 1 


4 6 


Southern do. 


... 2,706 


7 



Total 



£11,472 13 4 
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APPENDIX II. 



ERECTION AND IMPROVEMENTS OF FISHERY 
PIERS IN IRELAND. 



iro. 


VAMXflOFPIBmS. 




COfT» AMD VBOM ▼BXHCE TKJB FUIIM -VWIS 
DEBITED. 


1 


Arthontown ... 

Wyse's PoiDt ... 

Courtmacherry 
Clonaldlty 

Glandore 

Cape Clear Is- 
land 

Laurence Covf, 
Bear Island 

Castletotvn, 
Berehaven 


Wexford 

Waterford 

Cork ... 
do. ... 

do. ... 

hi 


Liwd TempletoD 

Ooyemment 

T. Wyse, £s^. and others 

do. 

Goveminent 

e. Ailto, Esq. 

d^yerameiH 

Sir W. Beecher 

Oovemment 
Hedges Eyre, Esq. 

Government 

Dublin Charitable Committc 

Irish ... 

Bri^ ... 


810 
750 


2 


£1,600 

830 
350 


3 

4 


£1,180 
461 10 9 
150 


5 


512 ift 8 

40 




£552 15 8 


6 


470 11 
230 15 4 




£700 16. 3 


7 


336 10 
250 




J^m 10 


8 


142 3 2 
'e 57 16 10 




£200 




£184 12 3 
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HO. 


WAXES OF PIEBS. 


COUWtY. 


COST, AlID FBOM WRJBHCE THE FUHD8 ▼I^RE 
DESIVSD. 


9 


Coolagh Bay ... 
Kenmare 

BalUnakiUy ... 

Cahirciveen ... 

Valentia 

Dingle 
Brandon 
KilruBh 

Caxrigaholt ... 
Kilbaha 

I>onabeg 


Cork ... 
Kerry ... 

do. ... 

do. 

Kerry ... 

do. ... 

dd. ... 

Clare ... 

do. ... 

do. 


Govemment £98 


10 


do. 615 

Marquis Lansdowne ... 648 


11 


Xl,268 

Goveniment 284 

Dublin Charitable Committee 100 




£384 


12 


Government 269 

Dublin Charitable Committee 100 




369 


18 


Government 705 

Dublin Committee ... 114 
Knight of ^erry 141 5 




£960 5 


14 


Government 372 14 

Dublin Committee ... 92 6 2 




£465 2 


15 


G^eramient 531 7 

Dublin Committee ... 99 10 




£630 17 


17 


Govemmenit 1,340 

Rt. Hon. J. O. Vandeleur 500 


18 


£1,840 

Government 379 

DubU* Committee ... 99 10^0 




£478 10 


19 


Government Iil48 1^ . 

Dublin Committee ... 115 7 
Mjt. Wiei»t^r «• ... 20O a 


20 


£1,464 5 < 

Government 386 6 

Dublin Committee ... 99 10 




£485 16 
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VAMXfOFFIXBS. 



COUVTY. 



COST, AMD nOM WHSHCK 
DBBITBD, 



THB FUSD8 WSBE 



21 
22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 
28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 



Leafield 
Lucanor 

Burrin Quay ., 
St Kitts 

ELinvara 

Duns 

Cleran-bridge. 
Ballynacourty., 



New HarbouTy 
Ardfry 



Roscom 

Oranmore 
Claddagh 

State Pier 



Clare 



do. 



do. 



Gal way ... 



do. 

do. 

\ 
do. 

do. 



do. 



East of do. 



dQ. 



GoTemment 
Dublin Committee 



GoTemment 

Dublin Committee 

Sir Augustine Fitigendd 



Government 
Dublin Committee 



Government 
Dublin Committee 



At the expense of theCounty 

Government 

By County Presentment ... 

Government 

Dublin Committee 



Built by Mr. Nimmo, sup- 
posed with Government 
Funds. 

London and Dublin Chari- 
table Societies. 



Ditto 



ditto 



Suburbs of Government 



Galway 



Harbour of 
Galway 



Local Contributions 



Built by Mr. Nimmo with 
Government money. 



je617 16 
115 7 



733 3 





2,309 

115 
607 







3.031 





351 
53 7 






404 7 





399 13 
64 17 






464 10 






156 18 



710 
75 14 

785 14 



1,597 
623 

2,220 



10 



ON IRISH FISHERIES. 



325 



NAMES OF PIEBS. 



C06T, AND FBOM If HENCE THE FUNDS WEBE 
DEBITED. 



34 



35 



36 



37 



40 

41 
42 

43 

44 
45 
46 
47 



Barna 

Speddle 

Costello 

Ballycurry 
Greatman's Bay 

Killaney Pier 
Roundstone 



Clifden 
Kingston 

Oleggan 

Cloonish Pier 

Devey Inver 

Leinam Pier, 
Kittiney Bay 
Bundurra 



Oalwi^ ... 

do. .., 

Galway ... 

do. 
do. 



Isles of Ar- 
ran 



Galway ... 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Mayo 



Government . 
Dublin Committee 



Government 
Dublin Committee 



Government 
Dublin Committee 



London and Dublin Chari- 
table Societies. 

Originally built by Mr. 
Nimmo from Government 
Funds. 

Government 

Dublin Committee 



Government 
Dublin Committee 



Government 

London and Dublin Charita- 
ble Societies. 

Government 

Dublin Committee 



Built by Mr. Nimmo with 
Government Funds, 
do. do. 



£210 2 
76 8 



do. 

Government 
Mavquis Sligo 



do. 



286 10 





128 15 
41 16 







170 11 





380 16 
80 15 






461 11 






564 14 
60 5 



624 19 





393 1 
92 6 






485 7 





168 16 






725 9 
115 7 

840 16 



344 19 

286 18 

631 17 

U 
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«0. 


MAMBaOPPiaU. 


comiTY. 


COST, AMD PBOM WHBSCB THB FUSIM WZSE 
DEBirCD, 




Inniiturk 

Old Head ... 

Clare Island ... 
Achil Sound ... 

Bull's Mouth ... 

Tarmon, Black- 
sod Bay 

Saleen 

Belmullet 
KiUalla 

Pulocherry ... 

Raghley 


Mayo ... 
do. ... 

Mayo 
do. ... 

do. 

do. ... 

do. ... 

do. ... 
do. ... 

Sligo ... 

do. ... 


Dublin Committee 

Dublin Committee 
Lord Sli^o is supposed to 
haye paid 

Govemnient ... ... 

do. 

Dublin Committee 

London and Dublin Charita- 
ble Societies. 

Oovemment 

Dublin Committee 

Dublin Committee 

Cost 

Gk>Temment 

Dublin Committee 

Government 

Dublin Committee 

Government 

Dublin Committee 
Sir George Booth 


£877 16 
99 10 




477 6 


48 


1,988 15 
115 7 

417 4 


49 


1,921 6 O 
276 18 


50 


211 15 
92 6 




904 1 


51 
52 


1,071 
99 10 


59 


1,170 10 

674 11 O 
69 4 




749 15 


54 


282 

564 


55 


54 12 
41 16 




96 8 


57 


468 9 
90 5 




498 14 


56 


1,088 9 
UM 15 
120 




1,400 4 
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NAMES OF Fnnis. 



COST, AMD YBOM WHEIICE THE FUNDS WXBE 
DBBIVED. 



59 
60 

61 
62 

63 

64 

65 
66 
67 



Portnoo 



Portmore 



Green Castle .. 

Portmuck, Is- 
land Magee 



Canrickfergus 



Kimmer's Port, 
Ardglass Har- 
bour 



New Castle .. 

Cloher Head .. 

Balbriggan .. 
Lambay Island 



Donegal .. 

do. 

do. 
Antrim .. 

do. .. 

Down 

do. 

Louth .. 

Dublin .. 
do. 



Oovemment 

F. Mansfield, Esq. 



Government 

Marquis Conyngham 



Government 

Government 

Mr. McClelland ... 



Government 

Sir A. Chichester . 



Government 
Commissioners of Ard- 



£550 
250 



glass Harbour 



Government 
Earl Annesley 



Government 

W. Brabazon, Esq. 



Government 
Fishery Funds 



ti 



800 





470 
250 






720 





1,590 





295 
136 






431 





892 18 
500 






1,392 18 





513 
200 






713 





1,300 
2,300 







3,600 





336 
10 






346 





1,643 13 





59L11 






13 
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HAKES OF COUHTIZS. 



HO. OF PIERS. 



Weiford 

Waterford ... 

Cork 

Kerry 

Clare 

Gal way 

Mayo 

Sligo 

Donegal 

Antrim 

Down 

Louth 

Dublin 

Isles of Arran 





1 




1 




7 




7 




7 




22 




10 




2 




3 




2 




2 




I 




2 




1 



APPENDIX III. 



LIST OF PRIVATE CCWTRIBUTIONS IN AID OF 

PIERS. 



COUHTY. 



£ S, d. 



Lord Templeton 

T. Wyse, Esq. and others .. 
Christopher Allen, Esq. 

Sir William Beecher 

Hedges Eyre, Esq 

Marquis Lansdowne 

Knight of Kerry 

Right Hon. J. O. Vandeleur 

Mr. Westby 

Sir Augustine Fitzgerald .. 

MarquiB of Sligo 

Ditto 

Sir George Booth 

F. Mansfield, Esq 

Marquis Coynyghara 

WilHam M'Clelland, Esq. .. 

Sir A. Chichester 

Earl Annesley 

W. Brabazon, Esq , 



Wexford .. 
Waterford 
Cork 

do. I 

do. I 

Keriy 

do. 
Clare 

do. ... 

do. ... 
Mayo 

do. 
Sligo 
Donegal ... 

do. 

Antrim 4 

do. ... 
do. 
Louth 



Arthurstown ... 
Wyse's Point ... 
Glandore 
Cape Clear Is- ) 

land ... ) 
Laurence Cove, 

Bear Island.. 
Kenmare 
Valentia 
Kibush 
Kilbaha 
Liscanor 
Bundurra 
Old Head ... 
Raghley 
Portnoo 
Portmore 
Portmuck, Is- ) 

land Magee) 
Carrickfergus 
New Castle ... 
Clogher Head 



750 





350 





40 





230 15 


4 


I 250 
648 








101 5 





500 





200 





607 





286 18 





417 4 





120 





250 





250 





136 





500 





2,300 





10 





£7,947 2 


4 
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APPENDIX V. 



IRISH FISHERY. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE ANNUAL LOAN 
FUND. 



TEAB. 


AKOUNT BACB TEAB. 


nrCBBASB. 


DBCBBA8E. 


From 

1826 to 1827 

1827 to 1828 

1828 to 1829 


£ 
1,984 

8,124 
3,922 



10 
19 


d. 

11 

7 
10 


£ 8. d. 

6.140 8 


£ 8. d, 

4,201 10 9 




£14,031 


11 


1 


£6,140 9 8 


£4.201 10 9 
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ArPENDIX VI. 



IRISH FISHERY LOAN FUND. 



An Account of the Annual Loan Funp from April, 1826, to April, 1827, 
with namei of places which received it. 



DZSTmiCT. 


PLACES. 


£ 8. d. 


£ «. i 


Northern ... 


Hullaghmore 

Doachbeg 

Ballybrigrgan 

Kinimers Port 

Dunbeg 

Kilbaha 

KiUaney 

Spiddle ... 

Roundtown 

Oldcastle, Clare Island ... 

BalUnskilUngs 

Ghindori 


12 15 
92 6 2 


105 1 2 


Eastern ... 
„ 


783 13 9 
157 7 8 


941 1 5 


Western ... 


15 13 1 
13 11 6 

276 18 5 
27 13 10 
86 15 4 

276 18 5 


697 10 7 

■ 
240 7 9 


Southern .., 
t, ... 


14 7 9 
226 



FISHERMEN'S BOATS. 

By Grant to Eastern District 

„ do. to Southern do. 

„ Loan to Southern do. on account of } 
the sum of £1,846 3 1 for building ( 

smacks and yawls 3 

Loan on account of the sum of £10,000 ) 
appropriated as Fishery Loan Fund \ 



(First Year.) 



55 11 
101 13 


2 
3 


527 4 10 


8 15 10 



693 5 1 
£2,677 6 



17 
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IRISH FISHERY LOAN FUND. 



An Account of the Annual Loah FcmD from April, 1827, 


to April, 1828, 


with names of places which received it 




DISTKIOT. 


PXJkCBB. 


£ B. d. 


£ «. d. 


Northern ... 


Sligo 

KiflvbegB 

Ratnmmlen 


409 




tf ••• 

99 ..« 


885 10 
8 




»» ••• 


Belfast 


556 6 10 


1,418 16 10 


Eastern ... 


Ard^lass 


1,003 1 11 


t* ••• 


Carlmgford 


1,045 6 10 




»• ••• 


Balbriffgan i» 


478 10 




99 ••• 


Dublin 


415 17 6 




»» ••• 


Wexford 


422 


3,364 16 3 


Southern ... 


Dunffaryan 


159 7 


»» ••• 


Kinsale 


807 9 




»» ••• 


Glandore 


229 




if ... 


Baltimore ... 


112 9 




»» ••• 


Bantry 


399 6 




>» ••• 


Dingle 


531 5 




ft ••• 


Yalentia 


312 3 8 


2,050 14 4 


Western ... 


Kilrush 


48 8 


»» ••• 


Galwar 


514 5 9 




ft ••• 


Clifden 


332 14 I 




f» 


Westport 


394 15 4 






(Second Year.) 




1,290 3 2 








£8,124 10 7 



An Account of the Annual Loan Fnino from April, 1828, to April, 1829, 
with names of places which received it. 



DISTBICT. 


TImACBB. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. 


d. 


Eastern ... 
„ 


cfo^er"MS ;;; 


261 4 7 
173 


434 4 


7 


Western ... 


Bandurragh 


23 


,, ••• 


Tarmon 


1«4 12 5 








Old head 


369 4 8 






»» ••• 


Salleen 


145 






., 


Roundstone , 


5 






,, ... 


Costello 


128 






„ 


Kilbraha 


877 10 






tt ••• 


Liscannor 


860 






tt 


Seafield 


169 


2,261 7 


I 



2,696 11 8 
18 



ON IRISH FISHERIES. 



333 



DI8TBIGT. 


PLACES. 


£ «. d. 


£ s. d. 




Brought forward 




2,695 11 8 


Southern ... 


Kenmare 


315 15 




••• 


Bandon* 


174 




... 


Dingle 


15 




„ 


Baltimore 


131 5 




„ To overseers of fishery piers ... 


503 13 2 




„ For moorings 


87 15 


1,227 8 2 








£3,922 19 10 



FISHERMEN'S BOATS. 



Paid for repairs and fishery apparatus 

Paid for bmlding boats 

Paid on account for building nineteen 1 
hookers at Glandore and Baltimore, >■ 
county Cork 3 

Payments on account of Fishery Loan Fund 

Payment to 5th April, 1829 

(Third Year.) 



3,310 13 8 
931 11 8 

472 3 6 



4,714 8 10 
£8,687 8 8 



19 



334 



APPENDIX TO REPORT 



IRISH FISHERY- 



An Account of the Annual Loah Fumd in the different districts, and its 
Amount each Tear, showing its increase and decrease. 



from teab 



1826 to 1827 

1827 to 1828 

1828 to 1829 



1826 to 1827 

1827 to 1828 

1828 to 1829 



1826 to 1827 

1827 to 1828 

1828 to 1829 



1826 to 1827 

1827 to 1828 

1828 to 1829 



DISTBICT. 



Northern 
do. 
Nil 



Eastern 
do. 
do. 



Western 
do. 
do. 



Southern 
do. 
do. 



First year, a grant to] 
Eastern and Southern 
districts for building I 
smacks, &c., in yari- j 
ous sums, amounting 
to J 

A similar grant up to/ 
5th April, 1829 ... ( 



£ 105 1 2 
1,418 16 10 



£1,523 18 





941 I 

3,364 16 

434 4 


5 



7 


£4,740 2 





697 10 
1,290 3 
2,261 7 


7 
2 

1 


£4,249 10 


240 7 
2,060 14 
1,227 8 


9 
4 
2 


£3,518 10 


3 


£14,031 11 


1 



5 1 



4,714 8 10 
£5,407 13 11 



£1,313 15 8 



£1,313 15 


8 


2,423 14 


7 


£2,423 14 


7 


592 12 7 
971 3 11 


£1,563 16 


6 


1,810 6 


7 


£1,810 6 


7 


£7,111 13 


4 



4,021 3 9 



£4,021 3 9 



2,930 11 5 
£2,930 11 5 



823 6 2 

£823 6 2 

£3,753 17 7 
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REPAYMENT OF IRISH FISHERY LOANS. 



Sligo ... 



Killybegs 

RathmuUen 

Belfast 

Ard^lasB 

Carhngford 

Balbriggan 

Dublin 

Wexford 

DuDgarvan 

Yalentia 

Kinsale 

Glandore 

Baltimore 

Bantry 

Dingle 

Kibrush 

Galway 

Clifden 

WeBtport 



Edward Nicholson, local inspector, in ' 
payment of fishermen's promissory r 
notes passed for new boats, and for ? 
repairs and supplies of boats ... j 

Richard W. NesDit, local inspector .1 

Samuel Robinson, do. 

Archibald M'Dougall, do. 

Henry Pentland, do. 

Francis J. Turner, do. 

H. J. Johnson, do. 

James Irvine, do. 

Edward Church, do. 

Richard Dodd, do. 

George Woodhouse, do. 

Malachy Donnellan, do. 

Lyttleton Lyster, do. 

Thomas Townsend, do. 

James O'B. Croker, do. 

George Woodhouse, do. 

James Patterson, do. 

Henry Cashel, do. 

John M'Donald, do. 

Francis Kenny, do. 



From James R. Barry, Esq. Inspector- ^ 
general, in payment of hookers built > 
in Southern District 3 

From James Patterson, Inspector, in pay- 
ment of new boats ^ 

From John Boyer, late Inspector, in^ 

Eayment of new boats built for Bere^ 
iland fishermen . 

Balance of £5,000 British, granted by ' 
the Committee for Irish ReUef in Lon- ( 
don, 18^, for the distressed maritime | 
districts of Ireland 



105 



18 7 3 



60 15 10 



4,203 7 



Total receipts on account of Irish Fishery Loan Fund 
Total receipts from every source to 5th April, 1829 



279 18 11 


383 18 11 


8 








112 





7 


561 


12 10 


485 


7 


6 


358 


2 


6 


403 17 





384 12 





149 16 


6 


271 


7 


9 


248 13 


6 


234 


5 





118 


7 


4 


379 15 


3 


476 


9 


9 


17 


1 


4 


504 


3 


5 


316 


3 


9 


388 11 


6 


£6,082 


5 


4 



4,387 10 


1 


£10,469 15 


5 


£37,382 4 11 
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APPENDIX VIL 



ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 

Tbb following Queries were drculated, and Answers obtained from 
riiteen places. 

We have numbered the places, from 1 to 16, in the Index, at p. 34S, and 
classed together the Answers to each Query, as being thus most instructive. 
The reference number to the Index will show at once from what place any 
statement comes : 

Query Ist What grievances exist, within your knowledge, under the 

present Fishery Laws of Ireland ? State the nature, and suggest the 
remedies. 

2nd. — What has been the effect, in your neighbourl^od» of the with- 
drawal of the bounty ? 

3rd. — What is the size, tonnage, and rig of boats usually employed in 
the fishery in your district ? State their number and condition, if equally 
good now as during the bounty systenL Has the number decreased ? 

4th What is the average number of men and boys compo^ng the full 

crew of a fishing boat ? How many individuals dependent on each crew, 
on an average ? Has the number of persons supported by the fishing de- 
creased latterly ? 

5th. — What kinds of fishing gear are generally in use ? Do you use 
trawls ? or do you' consider the use thereof injurious to the fishery? 

6th. — State the different kinds of fish generally taken on your coast. 
What bait do you use for each kind taken in ^e line fishery ? 

7th — Have you sufficient means of curing fish ? State what is wanting, 
and the remedy you propose. 

8th.— Have you a good market for your fish ? Is it bought from you at 
the water's edge, or do you convey it inland yowrsehes f 

9th — -Is the deep-sea fishing pursued on your coast ? State the names of 
the banks ; at what distance from the shore do they lie ? What depth of 
water is there on the fishing ground ? What kinds of fish do you take, and 
with what sort of gear ? 
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10th. — yniai sized boats are employed in the deep-sea fishery ? 

11th. — Is any quantity of oil prepared from the fish taken on your cdast ? 
From ^hat sort of fish ? What parts of th? fish ? What is the usual price 
of such oil per gallon ? 

12th. — Are the fish skins prepared for sale? 

13th. — ^Do the sun fish appear on your coast ? Are any taken ? State if 
any of the various species of Whale have been taken within your memory ? 
Is there any capture of Seals in your district ? 

14th. — ^Is there a Salmon fishery in your neighbourhood ? Is it open or 
private property? Are the fish consumed in the neighbourhood, or ex- 
ported ? 
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LIST OP ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 



QUERY FIRST. 

What ffrie?anoe8 ejiist, withiii vour knowledge, under the preBent Fuhiii^ 
Laws of Ireland ? State what the nature, and suggest the remedies ? 

ANSWERS. 

The preTenting the dredging of ojstersin May and June.— 1 A. & B. 

Time should run from aOth June to 20th August. Want of a boat 
harbour. — 1 A. 

State of Fishery Laws, generally, should be revised. Payment on re- 
gistry of boats done away with ; quays and harbours built.-~5. 

Want of means to fit out boats.—?. 

Fishery overworked, people having no employment on shore. — 8. 

Trawling — 9. 

Withdrawal of the bounty, and consequent want of means, — 10» II, IS, 
18. 

No use in suggesting remedies to an imperial parliament. — 14. 

Fish has quit this coast. — 15. 



QUERY SECOND. 

What has been the effect, in your neighbourhood, of the withdrawal 
of the bounty ? 

ANSWERS. 

Left boat-owners in debt ; earnings at present not sufficient to keep their 
boats in repair ; want of proper fishing materials 1 A. 

Bounty for boats of eight tons would be of advantaire when the water is 
shallow.—! B. ^ 

Obliged to abandon the fishing trade. — 2. 

Injurious. — 3. 

Want of employment, poverty, destruction of boats — 4. 

Tended to lessen employment, and reduce wages of artizans and labour- 
ers. — 5. 

Caused poverty and distress 8. 

Total suppression of herring fishery ; entirely unable to provide boaU 
or nets.~.9, 10, II, 13. ^ ^ 

Nearly destroyed — 16. 
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QUERY THIRD. 

What is the size, tonnage, and rig of boats usually employed in th3 
fishery in your district ? State their number and condition, if equally good 
now as during the bounty system. Has the number decreased ? 



ANSWERS. 

Tonnage of boats from eight to thirty tons, smack-ricr, number 100 ; in 
general bad condition ; hare not decreased in number, but nave in size. — I A. 

Twelve to fourteen tons, smack-rigged, 120 in number ; condition bad, 
for want of bounty. — 1 B. 

Hookers, from twelve to thirteen tons ; yawls, from two and one-half 
to three tons ; 16 hookers, sloop-rigged ; condition bad ; and yawls in- 
creased since the withdrawal of the Dounty S, 

From five to thirty-five tons, smack-rigged ; 150 rowing boats, bad 
condition ; the number considerably decreased since the withdrawal of the 
bounty. — 4. 

From three to fifteen tons, lug-rigged ; numbering, in the district, 
from 600 to 800, large and snudl ; condition bad ; number increased ; 
means wanted.—^. 

From two to three tons, squaresail-rig, rowed by five oars ; bad repair ; 
want of means. — 7- 

From three to five tons, two-sprit sails, number 74, condition bad, since 
the withdrawal of the bounty. — 8. 

Before the withdrawal of the bounty, there were twenty smacks fit to 
fish, now not more than five — 9. 

The number decreased one hundred per cent, since the withdrawal of the 
bounty ; tonnage three to four tons, not rigged. — 10. 

Thirty boats, from four to fifteen tons ; the fishermen resort to the loan 
fund when preparing for herring fishing. — 11. 

Boats used, and canoes made of wattles and canvas, pitched and tarred ; 
number reduced one-fifth, in conseauence of the withdrawal of the bounty, 
and the clearance system carried on by Colonel Wyndham. — 13. 

From six to twelve tons, number considerably decreased since the with- 
drawal of the bounty. — 14. 

Boats, two and one-half tons, rigged, two masts and mainsails, number 21; 
not in good order — 15. 

Two and one-half to three tons, rigged with a lujpail, from three to four 
boats, badly found, but occasionally employed in fishing ; during bounty- 
times, there were from fifty to eight^r ton vessels ; there were 4 of these, one 
schooner-rigged, the others cutter-rigged, besides 8 yawls.-~16. 
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QUERY FOURTH. 

What is the average number of men and boys composing the full crew 
of a fishing boat ? How many individuals dependent on each crew on an 
average ? Has the number of persons supported bj fishing decreased 
latter^ ? 

ANSWERS. 

Six meOa each nan having from four to ten in fiamily, and increasing.^ 

Six men and one boy — about thirty persons depend on them ; increased, 
in consequence of the people having nothing else to turn to. — ^1 B. 

From five to six men ; depending on each crew, from twenty-five to 
thirty-five. — 3. 

Eight men and a boy (or a smack, and five men for an oared boat — an 
average of six persons dependent on each individual ; the number de- 
crease, being obliged to turn to something eke. — 4. 

From four to six men, and from thirty to thirty-six individuals dependent 
on each crew ; increased, but their i^esources much diminiahed for want of 
the bounty. — 5. 

From five to six men ; number depending on them from twenty-five to 
thirty 7. 

Seven men and two boys, the general average to each boat ; femilies 
from five to ten ; decreased considerably.^-^. 

The general average from five to seven in a smack ; in a yawl, from four 
to five ; on the decrease. — 9. 

From six to eight in our four-oared boats-^the number supported thirty ; 
number on the decrease.— 10. 

From three to five generally ; each of the crew have four persons de- 
pending on him. — 11. 

Five men to each boat ; the number depending on each crew, twenty- 
four ; the numbers have decreased to nottung.— 14. 

Eight persons usually employed, and forty-eight depending on each 
crew ; the number decreased. — 15. 

Generally five men for a yawl, and eight for ti 50 or 60 ton boat -, from 
five to nine persons are dependent on each fisherman ; numbers supported 
greatly diminished. — 16. 
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QUERY FIFTH. 

What kind of fishing gear are g[enerally lued ? Do you use trawls, 
or do you consider the use thereof injurious to the fishery ? 

ANSWERS. 

Nets and dredges. Trawls very injurious. — 1 B. 

Long lines, hand lines, mackerel and herring nets:- No trawls — 3. 

Herring nets. Trawling considered injurious. — 4. 

Herring nets, spillers, and hand lines. Trawling injurious — 5. 

Herring nets, hand and long lines. TrawUng injurious — 7* 

Consider spiller or long line fishing injurious, except from the 31st 
March to the 1st of August ; trammel fiSiing by day, and mooring herring 
nets are injurious, and, at night, if not very cautiously used. — 8. 

Hand lines. Trawling injurious. — 9. 

Herring nets and long lines. Trawls injurious. — 10. 

Hempen nets and dredges. Trawls injurious. — ^11. 

Every kind of gear ; don't use trawls, not having means to get them. 
—13. 

Spillets and spillers, nets and hand lines ; trawls considered injurious. — 14. 

Skeins, hand lines, and spillers ; no trawls used ; consider trawls inju- 
rious to the fishery, and are not used. — 15. 

Never used trawls inside of die bay, except for oysters. Trawls are con- 
sidered injurious. The gear, usually^ is nets. — 16. 



QUERY SIXTH. 

State the di£ferent kinds of fish generally taken on your coast ? What 
bait do you use for each kind taken in the fine fishery ? 

ANSWERS. 

Cod, oysters, and herrings. Herring bait used in winter. — 1 A. 

Cod, hake, ling, oonger eels, mackerel, mullets, herrings, and oysters ; 
bait, fresh herrings. — 1 B. 

Turbot, sole, plaice, cod, mullet, mackerel, skate, and conger eels.— 2. 

Ling, cod, haddock, mackerel, and conger eel. Bait, mackerel, herring, 
and sprat8.--3. 

Herring, cod, hake, skate, mackerel, haddock, dog fish, oysters, lobsters, 
crabs, &c. Muscles generally used for bait. — 4. 

Cod, line, haddock, hake, eel, turbot, plaice, sole, bream, gurnet, ffurnii 
(or rock fisn), mackerel, pollock, whiting, and glasson (resembling pollock). 
Bait generally used is herring, lug worm — crab used in summer — 5. 

Herring, cod, haddock,crabs, and lobsters. — 7. 

27 



342 APPENDIX TO REPORT 

Hake, cod, ling, haddock, black pollock, conger eel, dog fish, skate, 
mackerel, herring, turbot, johnnydory, plaice, &c — 8. 

Haddock and whiting. Bait, crabs, muscles, and lug 9. 

Turbot, sole, haddock, cod, ling, whiting, mackerel, skate, and all otiier 
kinds of fish 10. 

Herring and ojsters. Bait used, eel and herring. — II. 

Sharks, porpoises, grampus, needle fish, jackadoi^s, turbot, plaice, soles, 
pale, salmon, white trout, cod, ling, haddock, and, u &ct, all kinds of fisli. 
Bait used chiefly, mackerel and herring. — 13. 

Twbot, cod, ling, haddock, and herring. Herring used chiefly for 
bait 14. 

Hake, ling, cod, conger eels, mackerel, herrings, bream, haddock, pol- 
lock, mullet, and turbot. Bait, mackerel, seal, and herring 15. 

Cod is taken by a bait called buckles, haddock and whiting by muscles^ 
salmon, mullet, and flat fish, by nets. — 16. 



QUERY SEVENTH. 

HaTe you sufficient means of curing fish ? State what is wanting, and 
the remedy you propose. 

ANSWERS. 

We have.— 1 A. 

Plenty of means, but a scarcity of fish. — I B. 

None whateyer ; the pOTerty of the fishers is so great, they are obliged to 
dispose of the fish fresh. — 2» 

No ; the people so poor, are unable to purchase salt.— 3. 

No, want salt and barrek 4. 

We have ndther salt nor money. The remedy we propose : Government 
stores, with salt and fishing materiaU, to be establishea in every Strict, 
with drawback and bounty on any quantity of salt fiiirly consumed in the 
cure of fish. — 5. 

No means. Want barrels and salt 7. 

For want of means, if fish is taken freely, are obliged to sell it fr^sh, for 
one-fourth value, to buy salt, barrels, and other tackle. — 8. 

For want of means, are unable to cure the fish. A bounty is the best 
remedy we could propose 9. 

We have not. Want of capital and want of encouragement. 'The fish- 
ery is so nefflected, nothing but a liberal encouragement from Government 
can revive Uie fishery trade to its former usefulness. — 10. 

Fish very rarely cured here. — 11. 

The poverty of the people is so great, they are unable to purchase mate- 
rials ^13. 

We have 14. 

Yes ; sufficient for the small quantity of fish. 15. 

Not sufficient means. There should be storehouses, with salt and uten- 
sils for curing : premiums should be given for best modes of curing, pre- 
serving, &c.— 16. 
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QUERY EIGHTH. 

ket for your fish ? Is 
water's edge, or^do you cany it inland yourselves ? 



Have you a good market for your fish ? Is it bought from you at the 
*s edge, or do you carry it inland yeuri 



ANSWERS. 

The market fair — purchased at theivater's edge, — 1 A. 

Good market, purchased at the water's edge ; never send it inland. — I B. 

The market fair — not bought at the water's edge 3. 

Good market — all taken away from water's edge« — 4. 
Market good — generally purchased at the water's edge. — 5. 
Good markets — purchased at the water's edge. — ^7. 
A fedr market— purchased at the water's edge. — 8. 
Good markets — ^purchased at the water's edge. — 9. 
Good market — generally purchased at the water's edge, and occasion- 
ally conveyed inland. — 10. 

Bad market — purchased at the water's edge. — 11. 
Good market for salmon — conveyed inland, from out stake nets. — 12. 
Good market — some sold at the water's edge, some conveyed inland. — 13. 
Good market — generally bought at the water's edge. — 14. 

Yes — some bouglit at water's edge, very little sent inland 15. 

A good market — generally at the water's edge. — 16. 



QUERY NINTH. 

Is the deep sea fishing pursued on your coast ? State the names of the 
banks. At what distance from the shores do they lie ? What depth of 
water is there on the fishing ground ? What kinds of fish do you take, and 
what kind of gear ? 

ANSWERS. 

It is. Glassgorman bank, four miles from the shore. From one to 
twenty fathoms water on the fishing ground. We take herrings with nets, 
and oysters with dredges. — 1 A. 

No. Arklow bank, seven miles, and Glassgorman bank, one mile and a- 
half from the shore. From four to eighteen fathoms water on fishing 
ground. Herrings and oysters taken with nets and dredges. — 1 B. 

It is. The Green and Red Banks, the former twenty miles, and the 
latter forty miles distant from the shore. The depth of water from seventy 
to ninety faithoms. Fish taken : cod, ling, haddock, mackerel, conger eel, 
herrings, and sprats. — 3. 

To a trifling extent. Maguire's bank, and North bank. The depth of 
water varies. Herrings taken with nets. — 4. 
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Not to any great extent There are banks, and have no particular name, 
eight and ten mfles from the shore, and lie in thirty-five to sixty fiitfaoms 
water. Cod, ling, and haddock, the principal fish taken, with hand and 
long Unes.— -5. 

Herring and haddock taken in fifteen and twenty &thom water, with 
nets and Bnes.— 7. 

We fish in thirty to sixty fsthom water, take aU kinds of fish, with fillers 
and hand Unes.— 8. 

No. The banks are called the Rig and North bank— 4he former about 
five miles off St. John's Point, the utter nine miles. In about thirteen 
ftthom water. Haddock and whiting, taken with hand lines. — 9, 10, 11, 12. 

It is. Malbay bank, supposed to be part of Newfoundland bank. Every 
kind of fish could be caugnt, but for want of a fostering government — 13. 

It is, but fell off very much within the last seven years, when the number 
of sunfish decreased. Bank Bloyman, forty miles from shore, and in three 
hundred fathoms water, where sunfish, cod, ling, and turbot are taken. — 14. 

Not much latterly. Brandon and Lack-a-core (or Rock of Lamenta- 
tion), three and a-balf miles from shore, and the " Wild Bank," twenty 
miles from the shore, in fifty fathom water. (Fish taken as stated in Que- 
ry 6.) 

Hand lines and spillers used. — 15. 

Tea, at three or four miles from land, in from seven to fifteen ^thom water. 
The fish are herring, haddock, whiting, mackerel, ling, and hake. The 
gear is herring nets and hand lines. 16. 



QUERY TENTH. 
What sized boats are employed in the deep sea fishery ? 

ANSWERS. 

From eight to eighteen tons 1 A.. 

Eighteen tons. — 1 B. 
Twelve to thirteen tons. — 3. 
Thirty*five to twenty-five tons.— 4. 

Four to fifteen tons 5. 

Three to five tons. — 8. 

Twelve to twenty tons. — 10. 

Ten to fifteen tons.-.ll. 

Six to twelve tons. — 14. 

Boats, twoand a-half tons, and canoes, — 15. 

From fifty to eighty touB.— 16. . 
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QUERY ELEVENTH. 

Is any quantity of oil prepared from the fish taken on your coast ? From 
what sort of fish ? What parts of the fish ? What is the usual price of 
such oil, per gallon ? 

ANSWERS. 

Yes, from herring guts. From Is. to 2s. per gallon. — 1 A. 

Not now. — 1 B. 

Yes, from cod, ling, haddock, and pollock — usual price, 2s. 6d, per gal- 
lon 3. 

None 4. 

Yes,. from the liver of the glasson — sold from Is. 6d, to 2s. per gallon. — 5. 

Yes, from liyer of haddock, and other large fish — ^worth 4s. per gallon. — 7. 

None of any consequence. — 8. 

Yes, from the lirers of whiting — worth from Is. Qd, to 2s. per gal- 
lon.—^. 

None 10. 

A little, from herrings and the liver of dog fish ; worth from Is. to Is. 6dy 
per gallon. — 11. 

An inconsiderable quantity, produced from salmon in the process of ma- 
nufacturing kits-lvalue, 3s. 4tf. per. gallon. — 12. 

None now. — 13. 

A great quantity, from the Uver of the sunfisb— .sold for Is. per gal- 
lon.-— 14. 

A small quantity, extracted from the livers and entrails of mackerel 
seal fish, and pollock — ^price Is. 6</.- per gallon. — 15. 

No oil prepared here. — 16. 



QUERY TWELFTH. 
Are the fish skins prepared for sale ? 

ANSWERS. 
No.— 1 A. 
No.— 1 B. 

No 3. 

No 4. 

No 5. 

No— 7. 
No.-«. 
No.— 9, 

No 10. 

No.— 11. 
No.— 12. 
No.— 13. 
No.— 14. 
No.— 15. 
No.— 16. 
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QUERY THIRTEENTH. 

Do the Bunfiah appear on your coast ? Are an^ taken ? State if any of 
the various species of whale have been taken within your memory. Is 
there any capture of seals in your district ? 



ANSWERS. 



None..^! A. 



It does not. Thirty*five years affo a whale was driven ashore. No 
seals.-.! B. . 

None of either.^. 

None — 4. 

They constantly appear on the coast, and, for want of proper gear, the 
people are unable to kill them. Seals are pretty numerous, and seldom 
taken 5. 

No sunfish or whale ; plenty of seals, but no capture. — 7* 

Sunfish or whale scarcely ever seen. Seals of a great variety are hepe, 
but seldom captured. — 8. 

No sunfish ; know of two or three whales coming ashore. No capture 
of seals. — 9. 

Sunfish seldom seen. Whales have very often come into our estuaoies. 
Seals are innumerable, but seldem looked after 10. 

No sunfish. A few whales have been taken a few yean ago. Seals are 
in abundance, but not looked after. — 11. 

No sunfish or whales. Occasionally capture seals. — 12. 

Yes, they do IS. 

Sunfish decreased within these seven years. No whale. A quantity of 
seals taken 14. 

Not known by the name. No whales. Porpoises and seals in abundance, 
but no means of taking them. — 15. 

No sunfish appear. Whales seldom appear^once, within the last dght- 
een years, a shoal of bottle-nosed whales came into the bay, but only one 
was taken, for want of harpoons, Sec Seals are sometimes taken. — 16l 
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QUERY FOURTEENTH. 



Is there a salmon fishery in your neighbourhood ? Is it open or private 
property ? Are the fish consumed in the neighbourhood, or exported ? 

ANSWERS. 



There is, but scarce. Those taken are consumed in the neighbour- 
hood. — 1 A. 

A small one. People prevented by Captain Fmeman. — 1 B. 

There is. It is private property. — 3. 

No.— 4. 

There is. Strictly private property. Fish exported.— 5. 

We have. Private property part of the river, and another part dis- 
puted. Some' of the fisn sent to Dublin,, and some consumed in the neigh- 
bourhood. — 6. 

There is not — 7. 

There is one twenty miles off, private property. The fish generally sent 
to London. — 8. 

There is, at Dundrum. Private property. — 9. 

There are several; all claimed as private property. None consumed 
here. All sent to England. — 10. 

There are several ; they have been made private property. All ex- 
ported, and very little consumed. — 11. 

There is neither public nor private. The fish taken is sent to Lon- 
don 12. 

Yes ; open property. Both consumed and exported. — 13. 

Yes ; all private property. A great part consumed, and more carried 
inland. — 14. 

A small one ; private property. Fish taken, consumed in the neigh- 
bourhood 15. 

Salmon are caught in the estuaries of streams. They are all bought 
and consumed in the neighbourhood. — 16. 



33 2 ¥ 



348 



INDEX TO QUERIES. 



Plaee9 from, whmee Anatoen have been received to Fishery Queries : 



Arklow, 

Bellut, 

Cape Clear, 

Carlingford, 

Clifden, 

Cong, 

Cooly, 

Dingle, 

Killough and Ardglass, 

Killala, 

Kilrush, ... 

Kilnaughly, 

Miltown Blalbay, 

Ougfayal, Westport, 

Caherciveen, Kerry, 

Kilbroney, Co. Down, 



1 A. IB. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 



Price 2d. — fFeiffht under 2oz. 

Sold by J. Bbowwb, Nassau-street, and Jambs Duppt, 25, Angtesea- 
street, by whom the Trade are supplied. 



J. BBOVNB, PfilBTBB, NA88AU-STBBET. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



LORD WICKLOW 



LOYAL NATONAL REPEAL ASSOCUTION 
OF IRELAND. 



J^WVWV^^MMl^V^'W^M^^AM 



At a Meeting of the LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL 
ASSOCIATION, held in Conciliation Hall, Corn- 
ExcHANGB Rooms, Dublin, on Monday, the 8th day of 
July, 1844, E. B. Roche, Esq., M.P. for the Counfrjr 
of Cork, in the Chair, certain resolutions respecting Bills 
then before Parliament were agreed to, and copies of same 
resolutions were directed by the Parliamentary Petition 
Committee, to be forwarded to the Members of both 
Houses of Pariiament by the Secretary of the Association ; 
upon receipt of which by the Earl of Wicklow, the follow- 
ing correspondence took place, and is now printed by 
order of the Committee : — 

COPY CIRCULAR ENCLOSING RESOLUTIONS. 

*' Loyal National Repeal Association, 

'* Com JSxchange Booms, DvbUn^ 
**9thJukf, 1844. 
" My Lord, 

^' I am instructed by the Parliamentary Petition 
Committee, to respectfully direct your attention to the fol- 
lowing Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted at the 
I 2x 
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general meeting of the Loyal National Repeal Associatiooy 
held in Conciliation Hall, on Monday, the 8th instant. 

" I hfiTe the honour to be, 
« My Lord, 
<< Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

"MARTIN CREAS, Acting Secretary, 
"During the Impbisoitment of 

«T. M. RAY. 
'< To the Right Honorable 

" The Earl of Wicklow." 



KESOLUTIONS 

Agreed to at a meeting of the Bepeal Association, held 
in Conciliation Hall, Com-Exchange Rooms, Dublin, on 
Monday, the 8th day of July, 1844, E. B. Boche, Esq., 
M.P., in the Chair. 

** First^^-Th&t this Association is of opinion, that the re- 
newal of the Party Procession Act ought to be opposed. 

** Second. — That this Association is of opinion, that the 
Charitable Bequests Bill ought to be opposed, as unduly 
and insidiously interfering with the internal admimstration of 
the Catholic Church in Ireland ; and that the Members of botli 
Houses of Parliament be respectfully requested to offer to it 
their most strenuous opposition. 

** Third. — That this Association is of opinion, that the re- 
enactment of the Acts 3rd and 4th WiUiam IV., relating to 
the remoyal from England of Poor Persons bom in Ireland 
and Scotland, ought to be opposed ; and that the Members of 
both Houses of Parliament be respectfully requested to oppose 
the re-enactment of these acts. 

<< Fourth. — That it the opinion of this Association, that the 
CoRomsBs' Bill and the Grand Jury Presentment Bill 
for the County of Dublin, ought to be postponed till next 
session." 
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At a meetmff of the Loyal National Kepeal Association 
of Ireland, hdd at Conciliation Hall, Com-Exchange 
Rooms, on Monday, the 15th July, 1844, James Kelly, 
Esq., M.P. for Limerick City, in the Chair, Mr. Daniel 
O'CoNNELL jun. announced the receipt, by Mr. Crban, 
of the following letter from Lord Wicklow, in reply to 
the foregoing circular and resolutions : — 

*' CavencUsk-gquare, London, 
**JuiylSth, 1844. 

«SlB, 

'* I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 9th instant, directing my attention to certain resolu- 
tions of the Loyal National Repeal Association respectmg 
puhlic Bills now hefore Parliament. I may he permitted to ask 
why, if the Association considers the proceedings of the impe- 
rial legislature worthy of their attention, they do not request 
of those memhers of their hody who have seats in parliament, 
either to perform the duties which the holding of those seats 
imposes on them, or to resign them; and thus enahle their 
constituents to confer them upon others who will attend to 
those duties? Surely the interests of our country will he 
hetter guarded and promoted hy oiu: representatives stating 
their opinions, and giving their votes, in their places in parlia- 
ment, than hy circulating opinions and recommendations in 
printed letters, addressed to those memhers who do so attend to 
their duties. 

<< It may he said, as it has heen said, that it is useless to 
attend here, as the interests of Ireland are neglected, or treated 
with contempt, hy the united legislature. But if this he so, 
why should the Association call upon us to interfere, when, in 
their opinion, our interference would be fruitless? If we 
were to act in parliament, the larger the attendance of our 
members the greater must be our power of action* 

« I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 
« Martin Crean, Esq." « WICKLOW. 

Mr, O'CoNNELL moved, that this letter be referred to 
the Committee for consideration and reply — passed unani- 
mously. 
3 
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At a subBequent meeting of the Association, held at 
Conciliation Hall, Com Exchange Rooms, on Monday, 
29th July, 1844, the Bev. Thomas Tibrney, P. P. of 
Clontibret, in the chair, Mr. W. S. O'Brien, M. P. read 
the following Reply of Mr. Davis, on the part of the 
Committee, to the foregoing Letter of Lord Wicklow r— - 

«T0 THE EARL OF WICKLOW. 

" My Lord, 

<'I have been directed by the Committee of 
the Repeal Association, to reply to a letter addressed by your 
lordship to our secretary, on the 1 3th of this month. 

'* In that letter you censure our policy, and doubt our con- 
flistency. You do so frankly and courteously, and are entitled 
to a respectful and free explanation. 

" You say, we should request the Repeal members to resign.- 
or attend in parliament. We deny the soundness of that ad'* 
vice, and the validity of the reasons by which your lordship en- 
deavours to enforce it. 

" These reasons are two : — 

<< The first is — that our members could better serve Ireland 
by speaking and voting in London, than by deliberating and 
advising here:. 

<' The second is — ^that if the Assooiation think Ireland's in- 
terests are f neglected, or treated with contempt, by the united 
legislature,' it is inconsistent to ask the interference of Irish- 
men, who, like your lordship, do attend. 

'< I trust I have fairly stated the whole of your lordship^s 
letter. 

<< To the first doctrine — ^that the Repeal members could be 
more useful labouring at St. Stephen's than at the Corn Ex- 
change — ^we reply, that we have tried both places, and have 
found their attendance here better for Irelaiid. 

<^ Your lordship will remember that this is a Repeal Asso^ 
ciation. It is pledged never to cease its agitation till an 
Irish parliament shall legislate for Ireland. We are bound by 
conviction and honour never to delay or compromise this move- 
ment. Our confederacy has not been created for party objects. 
It is not subservient to the interests of faction, or dependent 
upon the uncertainties of caprice — nor is its policy unguided by 
experience. When, the Repeal question was first agitated — 
when it was suspended, and for a long time after it was revived, 

4 
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the Irish members attended, day after day, and session after 
session, working on committees — speaking in debates — ^voting 
in divisions. They did all your lordship recommends, and 
what was the result ? With the exception of the stint^ Cor- 
porate Reform Bill, we got nothing good for Ireland from Whig 
or Tory* 

« We got coercion bills — arms bills — disfranchising bills, 
from the legislature. We got stipendiaries, spies, special com- 
missions, and lastly, constructive misdemeanours, and fraudu- 
lent juries, from the executive. 

" When the Whigs introduced some petty measures of Irish 
reform, they used to apologue to the house. It accepted the 
apology and rejected the plan. When any Irish members strove 
for religious equality, for financial justice, or for representative 
rights, Whig opposition was more covert, but not less bitter 
than Tory ; and when O'Conneix asked even for inquiry into 
Ireland's claim to self-government, he was met by an angry re- 
fusal and a faithless pledge. 

« Why should we longer waste our strength in a parliament- 
ary contest which has proved so unfortunate ? Why force our 
members into an arena where obstinate prejudice is sure to 
defeat them ? Why commit the representatives of eight mil- 
lions to a humiliating and hopeless struggle? Why should 
your lordship think our members would be more powerful 
voting and speaking in London, than < circulating opinions and 
recommendations in printed letters/ whilst they carry on the 
Repeal agitation in Ireland ? 

" Why, my lord, what is there in the past to justify any hope 
of future success in the House of Commons ? and if not, why 
waste there the strength needed at home ? It is greatly needed 
at home ; for do not fancy, my lord, that it is for the idle 
parade of the secession (however it may mark our resolve) that 
we do not advise the attendance of Repealers in parliament. 
No, my lord I We want them here. We want them particu- 
larly now, when the imprisonment of the President, Secretary, 
and two leading Members of this Association, and of the chief 
Repeal Journalists, has thrown double responsibility on those 
who are fettered. But were our friends at liberty again, there 
would still be need of the Irish members at home. 

** This vast confederacy, however perfect in its machinery, 
requires the watchful eyes and ready intellects of all whom we 
can muster. 

" There is much work to he done in Ireland. We (includ- 
ing the members of parliament who are on our committees) 
6 
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are trying to do it. We are labouring to difiose social and 
poliUcal mformation, and thus the better to qualify the people 
for self-goyemment* 

** One of otir Committees is engaged in preparing reports on 
these subjects ; others attend to the working of the organization ; 
to the promotion of arts and literature in Ireland; to the 
Repeal Reading-Rooms ; and all are trying to adyance nation- 
ality and knowledge in eyery possible way. 

^^Surely, my lord, these are greater pursuits for an Irish 
member or * peer/ than attending in London to witness a legis- 
lation which he cannot control. 

^< How glad we should be to see your lordship seated with us 
in our cheering and noble occupation of educating, nationalizing, 
and binding in closer union the whole people of Ireland, Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic, Whig and Tory. 

** Belieye me, my lord, a short apprenticeship on one of our 
Committees, would disincline you to Westminster. 

" We consist of ajll sects and fabties, and oub exeb- 
tions abe fob ibeland. 

" Will your lordship weigh well and soberly whether you 
ought not to aid us with your name and intellect in this illus- 
trious labour ? 

** But your lordship thinks it inconsistent in us to call on the 
attending < peers' and coomions to interfere. 

" Here is our justification : 

<< In trying to instruct and nationalize the people^ and make 
conyerts to our opinions, we naturally (and your lordship will 
admit properly) comment on the contemporary legislation of the 
imperial parliament, when we find pernicious bills and blunder- 
ing clauses (as constantly happens) in the legislation of a motley 
and encumbered body like the present parliament, or a good and 
useful detail as sometimes chances. We surely should endeayour 
to preyent the ill, and secure the good, by communicating our 
opinion to our representatiyes who attend. But the occasional 
and slight utility of this course would be no apology for misdi- 
recting the people's hopes to London, and lessening our strength 
here by requesting Repeal members to attend in parliament. In 
truth, we think that an Irish member Hying in Ireland, where 
Irish knowledge and feeling can be best learned, is more likely 
to judge carefully and wisely of any measure aiffecting us, than 
he could in the metropolis to which you would summon him. 
Nor, if we should forego all hope of improying legislatiye details 
by our comments, ought we neglect to register and publish them 
in testimony of our opinions, and of English misrule ? 

6 
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<< Again, in sending reports and letters to men who are not 
Hepealers, we onlj carry out our principle of moral force. We 
thus are showing in detail what is the state of Ireland — ^political, 
social, and economical — how she is misgoverned, and how she 
can be made prosperous. These papers, S attentively considered, 
ought, we think, to convince the readers of them that Repeal is 
the only honourable, safe, permanent, and practicable remedy for 
the miseries of our country. Why should we exclude your 
lordship, and other peers* and gentlemen, who are not yet Re- 
pealers, from the information which is one element of our moral 
force ? 

<< The reasons why, instead of wishing our Repeal members to 
resign, we labour to increase their numbers, are, that even now, 
if any coercion law were attempted against Ireland, we should 
have some parliamentary forces to delay and expose, even if they 
could not defeat it. Nor are we without hope, considering the 
state of the empire in its foreign as well as domestic relations, 
that some early opportunity wUl arise, when the attendance of 
the Irish Repeal members, backed by confederate and enlight- 
ened millions, will accomplish that great end fir which we toil — 
the restoration of our parliament. 

" Perchance, if all the Irish peers and members were Repealers, 
we might request a few of them to remain in London to transact 
details for us, but, under present circumstances, we feel that it 
is needless. Many, who are not yet Repealers, so sympathise 
with our feelings, and respect our strength, that they kindly and 
carefully attend to our wishes. 

'< That we may from henceforth reckon your lordship among 
our friends in London, and soon receive your adhesion to our 
Association and policy here, is the sincere wish of 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

"THOMAS DAVIS, 

'* Chairman of the Committee of the Loyal 
* * National Repeal Association," 

Mr. O'Brien moved the insertion of the above letter on 
the minutes, which was unanimously agreed to. 

The two foUovnng letters conclude the correspondence. 
They were both read at the meeting of the Association 
held at the Conciliation Hall, Com-£xchange Eooms, on 
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Monday, August the 5th. J. L. Arabin, T.C^ (Lord 
Mayor Elect of the City of Dublin,) in the Chair. 

Mr. W. S. O'Brien, M. P., on the part of the General 
Committee, read the following reply from Lord Wicklow 
to the preceding letter of Mr. Davis : 

** Ckofenduk-Mgmpne, Lomiom, 
«SiB, "29«ft.^, 1W4. 

^ I am bound in courtesy to acknowledge the recdpt 
of your letter of the 25th, which has just reached me, being a 
reply which I little expected to my former acknowledgment of 
the printed circular of your Association. I am sony, however, 
to find that your Committee have mistaken the purport o£ my 
remarks. Nothing was further from my intention than to pre- 
sume to * censure your policy.' I have no right to do so ; your 
society is formed for certain purposes, and it is yom- province 
to choose €bAt line of policy which you consider most conducive 
to your object. Neither did I mean < to doubt your consistency.' 
On the contrary, I had not the least doubt of the inconsistency 
of denouncing th6 attendance of our members in their places in 
parliament, on the ground of its utter inutility, and, at the 
same time, directing those who attended, to oppose or support 
certain measures under consideraticm there. It appears to me 
something like mockery to tell us that our services can avail 
nothing, and that nevertheless we must attend to reject certain 
obnoxious bills. The sole purport of my former letter was to 
point out this inconsistency, and to remind you that it is not by 
diminishing our force that we can best display our strength. 
You conclude your polite letter with the expression of a wish, 
Hhat you may soon receive my adhesion to your Association.' 
Before that period can arrive, my opinion of the intentions, 
benevolence, and powers of the united parliament must be much 
changed indeed. I must also have forgotten all that I have ever 
learned of the conduct of an Irish parliament. I now believe 
that there exists amongst the British people an anxious desire to 
do justice to our country, and to atone in every way in their 
power for the evils of former misgovemment. I cannot believe 
that we should find in a domestic legislature the same honesty, 
integrity, and ability to promote our national interests, and the 
welfare of the empire at large. 

" I have the honour to be. Sir, 

" Your very sincere servant, 
« Thomas Davis, Esq." "WICKLOW. 

8 
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Mr. O'Brien then read the following answer from Mr. 
Davis, on the part of the Committee : 

** Com Exchange, DubUn, 
**2nd August, 1844. 

" My Lord, 

'< I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lordship's prompt answer to my letter of the 25th of July. 

" I am sorry to find your lordship still denying our consistency, 
because we ask the Repeal members to work in Ireland^ while 
we send to such of the Irish representatives as attend parlia- 
ment our opinions on questions of Irish policy under discussion 
there. 

'^ The reasoning wherewith the Association was defended in 
my letter still seems to me conclusive, and I trust will be thought 
so by your lordship after more mature consideration. 

" I also regret to learn that your lordship judges what a re- 
formed Irish parliament would be in our days, by what a nomi- 
nation parliament was in the last century ; though bad as our 
old parliament was, it was as pure and independent as that of 
England, and Ireland made more progress under its supremacy 
in 10 years from 1782, than she has done under 40 and odd 
years of provincialism. If the Union were repealed, our taxes 
would be levied by an Irish senate, and spent in Ireland, and 
our offices held by Irishmen ; our laws would be made by Irish 
peers and commoners, perfectly informed of the country, entirely 
interested in its welfEure, and free from the business of a huge 
and scattered empire ; our absentees, their rents and wholesome 
influence, would be brought home; our literature, even now 
beginning to revive, would have patronage; manufactures, 
trade,' and agriculture would be fostered by society as well as 
laws ; and our sects and parties would be soon forgotten amid 
the gallant ambition and absorbmg industry of a freshly-li- 
berated nation. 

" All this, and more, we should very soon achieve, were your 
lordship, and men like you, to join us. All this we shall, please 
God ! achieve at no distant day, even though your lordship and 
your class shall stand off from us. 

** I cannot close this correspondence without expressing the 
delight I feel — and which I am sure your lordship shares — ^that 
we have at length found it possible and pleasant to differ with- 
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out yiolencey and to carry on a political oontrorersy without 
forgetting the courtesies of priyate life. 

'< With renewed wishes for your conversion to nationality, 
'^ I remain 

<< Your lordship's most obedient servant, 

« THOMAS DAVIS, 

'* Chairman, of the Committee. 

« To the Eabl of Wicklow." 

Mr. O'Brien moved the insertion on the minutes of the 
letter of Lord Wicklow and Mr. Davis's reply, which 
passed imanimously. 
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ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN, 

ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 

INCARCERATION OF THE STATE PRISONERS, 

BBOUOHT UP BT 

WILLIAM SMITH O'BRIEN, ESQ., M.P. 

AND ADOPTED BT 

THE LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 

On Monday, June I7th, 1844. 



TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

Most Gracious Soyebbign, 

Wb, the undersigned Inhabitants and 
Natives of the Kingdom of Ireland, being deeply aggrieved 
and incensed bj the acts of those who misuse your Majesty^s 
name to sanction their aggressions upon our rights and li- 
berties, and confiding^ in your Majesty's benign disposition 
towards your loyal Irish subjects, venture to approach your 
Throne with this our appeal fer redress. 

An event, most gracious Sovereign, has occurred, which 
has caused to the Irish Nation intense sorrow, alarm, and 
indignation. The most illustrious of your Majest/s sub- 
jects, together with six others of our fellowrcountrymen, 
are now inmates of a common gaol — ^having been convicted 
by means which we believe to be unconstitutional, illegal, 
and unjust, for having performed acts, deserving, not of 
punishment, but of the mghest commendation. 

1 2z 
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Denrous to unfold to your Majesty the course of dicum- 
stanoes whidi have brought to pass this events never to be 
forgotten by the Irish nation, we b^ reroectfiilly to repre- 
sent to your Majesty, that your Irish subjects cuum to be 
a free People, and to be as much entitled to die enjoyment 
of free Institutions as the most favored inhabitants of your 
empire ;— that for several hundred years they possessed, 
unaer the Crown of England, a National Parliament; — 
that, by a combination of wickedness almost without 
parallel, thev were, in the year 1800, deprived of this their 
ancient birth-right and inneritance ; that they have since 
learned, by the sad experience of forty-three jears, how 
great a loss their country sustained in exchanging self-^ 
vemment for povindal dependency; — ^that in the British 
Parliament Irish interests are neglected, Irish fedings find 
no sympathy, Irish opinion possesses no weight ; and that 
the frmt of British legislation for Ireland has been the pros- 
tration of all those resources, moral andmatezial, which can 
give dignity, prosperity, and contentment to a nation. 

One man luid sufficient penetration to discover the cause 
of our sufferings, and sufficient energy to rouse his coun- 
tiymen to assist him in the ahnost hopeless task of recover- 
ing our Legislature. His mission was peacefid. He an- 
nounced, tnat no triumph which we could achieve, was to 
be accepted, if won by the effiision of a single drop of blood. 
He rehed upon the irresistible influence of opinion, sus- 
tained by consciousness of the fierce of his reasoning, and (£ 
the righteousness of his cause. He called together his fel- 
low-countrymen. They assembled in peaceful array. He 
adked them whether his opinions were confirmed by thdr 
concurrence. They answered, with a voice almost unani- 
mous, that there is no hope for Ireland, save in the Resto- 
ration of her Legislature. 

Such is the o&nce of Daniel O'Connsll. For having 
sought to secure to the land of his birth the protecting in- 
fluence of self-government, our aged patriot now inhabits 
tiie abode of a &onI 

From among the mSlions who coincide with him in op- 
nion, and who so coinciding share his guilt, without par^ 
taking his ment or his doom, eight were selected, as instru- 
ments to effect his conviction. For whatever imprudent 
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words they may have spoken, written, or published, he has 
been held responsible. We are told, most gracious Sove- 
reign, but we believe it not, that this is the law of the knd. 
Our reason tells us it is not the law of nature, or of God I 

The course of his trial has been consistent with the na- 
ture of the charge, and with the means by which it has been 
sustained. We have been accustomed to believe that Trial 
by Jury was instituted, in order to secure to the accused an 
impartial tribunal. In the case of O'Connbll we have seen 
the jury laws violated, and every expedient adopted which 
could insure his conviction, by the intervention of poHtical 
and religious prejudice. 

In your Majesty's highest Court of criminal jurisdiction, 
your Attorney General has been allowed, during the pro- 
gress of thig trial, with impunity to violate the laws of God 
and of man. 

Your CHef Justice has been seen to take upon himself 
the office of advocate against the accused. 

Thus, by a perversion of Law, and by a denial of Jus- 
tice, the greatest man of his age has been convicted on 
a charge of conspiracy, and has been consigned to a gaol, 
even iSfore the process is terminated which questions the 
validity of his trial. 

In addres^g your Llajesty, we do not use courtly 
phrase, or the customary formularies of adulation. We 
address you, as our beloved Sovereign, in the language of 
the heart. We fear that truth seldom reaches a royal ear ; 
and being sincereb^ desirous to preserve to your Majesty 
unimpaired, the affection of the !r eople of Ircdand, we may 
not conceal from you our conviction that the proceedings 
of your Majesty's Ministers have greatiy tended to alienate 
the minds of your Irish subjects, from the laws, institutions, 
and government which they administer, and to engender 
animosities between the kindred nations which acknowledge 
your Majesl^s sway. 

To us, this event brings an additional proof that Ireland 
can never be wisely or safely governed imtil we possess a 
native L^islature, and under the pressure of this convic- 
tion, we tOnk it right, on the present occasion, not only to 
lay before your Majesty this our national protest against 
the injustice which has been inflicted upon our innocent 
3 
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fdlow-oountrymen, and against the violation of our own 
rights and liberties ; but sQso to record the fixed and irre- 
vocable determination of a large majority of the IrishNation 
to persevere — until success shall reward thdr perseverance 
— m their efforts to obtain the Bestoration of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland. 

Belying, then, upon your Majesty's gracious deme to 
promote Sie happiness of your Irish subjects, we implore 
your Majesty to assist our endeavour to obtam a Sepeal 
OF THE Act of Union, as the only effectual means of pro- 
tecting us fix)m those wrongs, legislative, admiiuBtrative, 
and iudicial, which we now endure. 

That our Gracious Queen, assisted by the councils of an 
Irish Parliament, and of Ministers who shall possess its 
confidence, mav soon witness the prosperity and content- 
ment of the Irish nation, and long live to contemplate that 
happy sight, is the fervent jpray er of the Undersigned, who, 
with all the respect which is due to their Sovereign, sub- 
scribe themselves your Majest/s loyal and attached Sub- 
jects. 
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SECOND GENERAL REPORT 

OP THB 

PARLIAMENTARY PETITION COMMITTEE 



LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION, 



Having been appointed at the commencement of the late 
session, to watch over the progress of measures in par- 
liament, and to offer, by way of petition or otherwise, such 
suggestions as might appear to us calculated to protect or 
advance the interests of Ireland, we have endeavoured 
diligently to perform the duties imposed upon us ; and we 
trust that our labours have not been wholly unproductive 
of fruit. 

The following has been the method of proceeding adopted 
by us : — 

According as the votes, bills, and other papers, printed ^^^ , 
for the use oi parliament, reached Dublin, they have been ^™ ** 
inspected in a cursory manner by the Committee, and each 
important paper has been subsequently referred to a Sub- 
Committee/ with a view to its more careful examination. 
It then became the duty of such Sub-Committee to pre-, 
pare a written Report upon the paper so referred. In 
some instances we nave thought it sulvisable to apply our 
attention to subjects which were not immediate^ before 
parliament, but which were of such a nature as to render 
it dewrable that they should be brought under the opnsi- 
deration of the government, of parliament, or of the public. 
Each Report, wheu prepared by the Sub-Committee, has 
been subjected to revision. Some of these Reports have 
1 3 a 
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been laid before the Association, and printed. In some l 
cases, we have contented ourselves with submitting our 
views to the legislature, by transnuttin^ circulars to the 
members of both houses of parliament ; m other instances, 
we have simply furnished memoranda and suggestions to 
such members of parliament as we thought most competent 
and most willing to give effect to our suggestions. 

We have to thank, tor their friendly co-operation, many 
members of the legislature who have not yet signified their 
adhesion to the cause of Bepeal. 

Though taught bv past experience, that Ireland can- 
not expect useful legislation irom the British parliament — 
though the conduct of the present government has been 
marked by the bitterest hostility to the Irish people — 
though resolved not to allow ourselves to be seduced, 
either by large promises or bv partial performance, from 
the pursuit of that measure which can alone give to Ire- 
land solid security for good government, yet we were pre- 
pared to receive and acknowledge, with thankftilness, any 
substantial benefit which might be conferred upon Ireland 
even by a hostile government, and by an unfriendly legis-» 
lature. 

In this spirit we waited for the development of the 
views of the government with regard to the Parliamentary 
and Municipal Franchise, two topics which occupied a 
pronunent place in the Queen's speech at the opening of 
the session. 
Report on Allusion having been made by her Majesty to the 
ri^S^ County Franchise alone, we feared that the electoral system 
of our boroughs had been overlooked, and we therefore 
requested Mr. Brady to prepare a report upon the subject, 
with a view to call the attention of parliament to the dis- 
advantages and restrictions to which the inhabitants of the 
towns of Ireland are liable, in respect to electoral ri^ts. 
In this general summary we are compelled to abstain nom 
entering into minute details, but W a reference to Mr. 
Bradv's excellent Report upon the Borough Franchises, it 
will be seen, that the parliamentary frandiise enjoyed bf 
the towns of England, is, in many particulars, mucn more 
liberal than that possessed by the towns of Ireland. It is 
almost needless to add, that though our statements have 
not been questioned, yet no redress has been afforded. 

2 
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The Registration BUI, promised on the first day of the ^,^„ 
session, was not laid upon the table of the house until biu. 
after the lapse of two months. When it appeared it re- 
alised the fears of those who believed that no substantial 
extension of popular rights would" be granted by a govern- 
ment which does not possess the confidence of the people. 
The necessity of an improved system of registration is ad- 
mitted on all hands. The government professes to have 
discovered that their plan ror the registration of voters 
must, of necessity, lead to a diminution of the number of 
electors, and fearing a renewal of the popular indignation 
which greeted Lord Stanley's Registration Bill, they have 
shewn some reluctance to encounter the odium ot a re- 
newed invasion upon the firanchises of the people. Undw 
these circumstuices it became a problem of some difficulty, 
to adjust the franchise in such a manner as to produce an 
apparent increase in the number of voters, without aug- 
menting tiie power of the democracy. 

The masterly Report of Mr. Brady upon the County JScoiS/ 
Franchise, clearly shews that the measure proposed by Franchtee. 
Lord Eliot was framed most skilfully with a view to this 
result. According to the computation of its mover, it 
would have increased the county constituency of &eland 
by a small number of votes ; but this increase was to be 
purchased by a sacrifice of two-thirds of the independent 
class of electors, whose possession of their tenements is 
guaranteed by a lease. These voters were to be replaced by 
two new classes of electors. The first class was to consist 
of possessors of fictitious rent-charges oi Jive pounds per 
annum, relieved from the necessity of occupying the tene- 
ments by virtue of which they were qualified to register. 
The second class was composed of occupiers of premises 
rated under the poor law at £30 per annmn and up- 
wards ; or, to use an equivalent description, paying a rent 
of from £40 to £50 per annum, unprotected by a lease, 
and theref(M-e wholly dependent upon their landlord. 

Those clauses of Lord Eliot's Bill which relate to regi&- Eeperton 
-tration, were also found, upon examination, to interpose taJtS?^ 
many unnecessary impediments in the way of the claimant, lJJSeuou 
who, being possessed of sufficient qualification, seeks to biu. 
register his nranchise. For a minute analysis of this por- 
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tkm of the measme of the goremmoity we beg to refer to 
the able and elaborate Report whidi has been prepared by 
Mr. John Llotd Fitzgerald. 

Thou^ much disposed to ac^uiesoe in ai^ measure 
which snould giye a substantial mcrease to tlie electoral 
body, however short it mi^t fiill of the just demands of 
the Irish nation, yet we, m common with every daaa of 
liberal politicians, felt that however defective and inade- 
quate our present electoral system may be, it is preferable 
to the insidious change proposed by the present govern- 
ment. We accordingly used every exertion to procure the 
defeat of this measure, and our efforts were attended with 
success. We are now thrown back upon the existing law, 
and as we have no reason to expect that the fiituie le^sla- 
lion of parliament will be more liberal than that proposed 
by the present government, we have thought it expedient 
to call upon the several constituencies of Ireland to avail 
themselves of the scanty franchise which the Befbrm Bill 
allotted to them, and to register thdr votes without delay. 
Many have hitherto deferred registration under the bdief 
that a fiivorable change would be introduced, bv wluch 
their registration woulabe facilitated, whilst not a few have 
been deterred bv indifference with regard to both the fac- 
tions into which this coimtry has been till lately divided. 
These motives, however, no longer operate. Eanperience 
shews that it is in vain to expect a more liberal nanchise 
than we now enjoy, or increased facilities for registration. 
The clamour of party has been drowned in the eiy for a 
National Legislature, and tiie patriot now feels that he re- 
nters his vote, not to promote the interest of English fiu> 
tions, but in ord^ to assist the emancipation of his own 
native land. He is fiirther encouraged oy knowing that 
his vote, if registered before any change shall takephtce in 
the law, will be guaranteed to him for a period of eight 
years. Under these circumstances we entertain a confi- 
dent hope, that such a general registration of electors will 
take place during the ensuing year, as will at the next gene- 
ral election secure the return of a large majority of repre- 
BiH ibrthe scutativcs dcvoted to the cause of Bepeal. 
iTc WA A similar spirit to that which we have exposed in Lord 
Mmiidpfti Eliot's Registration Bill appears to have suggested the pro- 
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visions of the Irish Municipal Amendment Bill. The Irish 
people have justly complained that the act for reforming 
the Municipal Corporations of Ireland was encumbered 
with many vexatious restrictions which were not introduced 
into the reformed legislation for the municipalities of Eng- 
land and Scotland. They therefore demanded an assimila- 
tion of the law of both coimtries. Instead of meeting this 
demand by a frank attempt to adjust the municipal system 
of Ireland on such a basis as to secure a perfect equaliza- 
tion of rights to all the inhabitants of the United King- 
dom, the government introduced a measure by which a 
seeming assimilation was proposed in regard of those parts 
of the municipal system where assimilation would restrict 
our franchises — ^refusing equalization where it would be 
fevorable to the rights of the people of Ireland. 

The deceptive character of this measure has been fully 
ducidated by Mr. Dohbny in his valuable Report. Point- 
ing out the delusive nature of the alterations which were 
offered to Ireland as a boon, we asked that the professed 
intentions of the government should be realised by the in- 
troduction of such provisions into the bill as would render 
it substantially advantageous to the people of Ireland. In- 
stead of complying with this request, the government pre- 
ferred to abandon the measure altogether ; and we have 
acquiesced in the continuance of the present law as prefer- 
able to the insidious alterations offered. 

The subject of Banking engaged our early attention, ^^i** 
Previous to the development of the plans of the govern- J^^^^*^ 
ment, we addressed to parliament an earnest petition against tiona. ~ 
a renewal of the exclusive privileges pf the Bank of 
Ireland. We refer to the able Report of Mr. John Rey- 
nolds for an exposition of the evils which have resulted 
from this monopoly. In other respects, there is at present 
little disposition to compkdn of tne system of joint-stock 
banking which prevails in this country, though, in the opi- 
nion of some, it is susceptible of improvement. The go- 
vernment having forborne during last session to legislate 
respecting the banking institutions of Ireland and Scotland, 
we have still to comphtin of the continuance of this mono- 
poly, bat are unable to form accurate conjectures witii re- 
gam to the character of the measures which arc in contein^- 
5 
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plation. The intention indicated in the act recently posged 
with regard to banking in England, appears to be to effe^ 
the ultimate absorption of all the drculation of the United 
ELingdom into one sole bank of issue ; and we shall not be 
surprised to see the banking establishments of Ireland sa- 
crificed to tlwt spirit of centralization which has already 
inflicted so many heavy wounds upon our local institutions. 
The late act having been founded upon the principle of 
compromise between the state and existing banking inter- 
ests, has given rise to less of remonstrance than might have 
been expected. With reference to future legislation, we 
are by no means convinced that, apart from the regard 
which is due to existing interests, the establishment of a 
sole bank of issue is preferable to the maintenance of a 
well-regulated system of joint-stock banking ; and we warn 
the government that any attempt to suppress the small note 
circulation of Ireland and Scotland will be encountered by 
the most vehement oppositloo. 
Aetfcribe We have felt ourselves bound to place upon record an. 
wSr^ indignant remonstrance a^inst the inhuman law under 
fromEngp- ^hich scvend thousands of our fellow-countrymen are an- 
nually removed from England by a process which cannot' 
be described in milder terms than as a ruthless system of 
transportation. A multitude of cases have been brought 
under public notice, in which individuals who have spent 
nearly the whole of their lives in England, and whose in- 
dustry, during that time, has augmented its wealth, have, 
upon becoming destitute, been forcibly taken from their 
homes, and landed at the nearest Irish port — often the most 
remote from the places of their birth. There is reason to 
believe that many of such persons have been entitled, even 
under the existing law of settlement, to relief in England ; 
but no enquiry has been made, lest it should impose a 
pecuniary burden upon some parish in the sister kingdom. 
It would seem consonant to natural equity, that the poor 
man, when by misfortune rendered incapable of earning 
his own subsistence, should be relieved at the expense of 
those who have profited by his industry during the period 
of his health and vigour, rather than by those who< 
having had no such advantage from his labour, are, them-^ 
selves, suffering under the pressure of accumulated pau- 
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perism. It is found more economical, however, to pay for 
the transmission of the poor to Ireland, than to perform 
towards them the duties of humanity. Hence the law for 
the removal of the Irish poor. 

This cruel act has long attracted the notice of the in- 
habitants of the sea-port towns of Ireland; and they 
have repeatedly laid before parliament their remonstrances 
against it. Public opinion is unanimous in condemnation 
oi its provisions, and of the spirit in which it has been 
admimsteied. Nor has it been held to be defensible even by 
English statesmen. During the session of 1843, when the 
Irish Poor Law Amendment Act was under consideration. 
Sir James Graham gave as solenm a pled^ as ever was 
offered by a minister, that upon the expiiution of this law, 
in the present year, a remedy should be applied to this 
acknowledged grievance. That solemn pl^ge has been 
violated. The act has been renewed for a year. Its cruel- 
ties will be perpetrated upon our suffering countrymen 
during a period the duration of which is contingent upon 
the good faith and humanity of the minister who has de- 
liberately broken a pledge, voluntarily proffered by himself, 
in order to escape a paruamentary debate and division I 

Your Committee cannot advert to this topic without 
offering their thanks to Mr. Mullen for the solicitude which 
he has exhibited with reference to this subject, both as a 
Poor Law Guardian, and as a member of the Repeal As- 
sociation, and especially for his convincing Beport, which 
will be found amongst our publications. 

In reviewing the legislation of the late session, Sir 
Robert Peel claimed for his government the merit of 
having given to Ireland two useful measures — the act 
relative to Presbyterian marriages, and that relative to 
Charitable Bequests. Considermg the condition of the 
great mass of the population of Ireland — b. condition which 
attracts imiversal commiseration, and forms a theme of 
just reproach against England on the part of every friend of 
humamtv throughout the civilized world, there would be 
little subject for boast in this produce of six months' de-» 
liberation, even if these measures were of a character 
entirely satisfactory to those whose interests they affect* 
But, in truth, they furnish evidences of the incapacity of 
7 
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the EngliBh pariiament to dad with Irish qnestioiu^ nftlier 
thansij^ect of self-gratulation to «n EngHsh minister. 
Dtawntcn* The imsbyteriaa commmiily have been needlesslj kept, 
m^ during a period of nearly three years, in a state of painfiil 
suspense, with r^wrd to the most interesting of domestic 
felations — ^the yahdity of the marriage bond. This anzieiy 
has indeed been reHieved by the act recently passed, bat 
its provisions are &r from being satisfiMStory to a large 
portion of the non-conf<Hiiiing communities of this king- 
dom* The fimdamental principles of natural equity, re- 
auire that the social interests of every indiridual in a state 
liould be equally protected, without reference to the dis- 
tinctions of religious creed. Every invidious preference 
of one sect above another, is a violation of sodal justnse. 
Judging accmdinff to this rule, we claim forthe DLssenters 
of every commumcm, the same civil advantages, in regard 
of the institution of marriage, as are accorded to the most 
&voured portion of the population, 
dnrttaue '^hc Charitable Bequests Act, so &r fix>m poducing sa- 
Donatioiia tisfection, has hud the foundation for increasing jealousies 
qnwta. aud augmented discontent. The olgect of this \Sl appears 
to have been two-fold. First, to re-organize the Boind of 
Charitable Bequests ; and next, to enable Soman Catho- 
lics to make a permanent provision, by way of deed or 
^gacy, for tiie maintenance of their paroclnal deai^y. 
W ith reference to the first point, puMic opinion was 
nearly unanimous in ocmdemnin^ ihe Board of Charitable 
Bequests as hitherto constituted^ not only on account of 
its exclusively Protestant character, but also on account of 
its cumbrous ineffidency. Many are of opinion that such 
a Board is unnecessary, and tiiat charitable donations and 
bequests should be left, like every other species of property, 
to the operation of the ordinary laws, of tiie land, without 
calling mto action the intervention of special fimetiona- 
ries. Upon this point, however, considerable difference of 
opinion prevails. With regard to the second object of 
the measure, some of the clauses of this act are highly 
objectionable to the clergy and laity of the Botoian Ca- 
tholic persuasion. They justly complain that, thongh 
it deeply concerns the internal administration of the Ca- 
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tholic ChHrch in Ireland, no member of the hierarchy, 
nor any one possessing the confidence of the Cathohc 
population, was consulted with regard to its provisions, 
previous to its introduction. In its original form it gave 
to a Board, of which every member might possibly be- 
long to an adverse communion^ the right of determining 
who should be considered, in regard to the enjoyment of 
ecclesiastkal endowments, as the duly smpointed fimction- 
axies of Ike Roman Catholic Church, in consequence of 
the remonstrances of the clergy, headed by the Archbishop 
of Tuam, aided by the Repeal Association, and by the press, 
the bill was considerably altered. In its present shape, 
however, it is protested agEunst by a large proportion of 
the Roman Catholic clergy, and of the kity of Ireland. 
As it is now framed, the act provides tluit the decision of 
all questions of a religious nature, connected with Catholic 
endowments, i^iall be referred to a Committee of the Board, 
consisting of Jive persons, and no more, who profess the 
Roman Catholic doctrine. It is to be observed that by this 
provision, the Catholics must necessarily be a minority, as 
the Board is to consist of thirteen members. Yet, fout'^ 
fifiihs of the population of Ireland are Roman Catholics f 
and it appears, by a recent return, that of the funds placed 
xmder the superintendence of the Board, a much greater 
amount has been bequ^thed by Catholic testators than 
by others. No security is ^ven by this law, that any of the 
Catholic hierarchy shall have a seat at the Board. It is 
naturally felt that Catholic laymen, who have been chosen 
by a Protestant government for their political subserviency, 
if not for actual infidelity to their own discipline, are not 
safe depositaries of the important function of determining 
who are Ihe duly constituted ecclesiastical authorities of the 
Roman Cathdic Church. Other provisions of the act, 
such as that which invalidates Charitable Bequests made 
within a period of three months before the death of the tes- 
tator, are held to be inconsistent with the tenets and disci- 
pline of a Catholic community. It remains to be seen 
whether Sir Robert Peel will have mnach reason to con- 
gratulate himself upon the success of this lerislative efibrt. 

Whilst the hill for the renewal of the Unlawful Oaths umawflu 
Act wasunder the consideration of Parliament, we addressed ^^ ^«* 
9 
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to each member of both houses, a circular, prepared hy 
Mr. O'Hba and Mr. Mackby, with a view to cafl 
the attention of the legislature to the encouragement of 
false accusations afforded by some of the provisions of this 
act. By the 2 and 3 Victoria, c. 74, " Aiiy person know- 
ingly having in his possession a copy of any pass-words 
made use of by secret societies, who snail not be able satis- 
fiictorily to account for the same, shall be deemed guilty of 
an unlawful combination." There is but too much reason 
to believe that innocent persons have been made the victims 
of informers, under the operation of this clause, which 
enables the accuser to provide evidence of crime, by clan-' 
deslinely placing in the possession of the accused, such un- 
lawful papers. In forming a judgment respecting the 
possible abuses to which such a law may give nse, we can- 
i^ot but be influenced by our knowledge, that of late years 
the employment of hired spies and iniormers has been car- 
ried to a most unjustifiable extent. Under these circum- 
stances it becomes necessary to watch, with the utmost 
vigilance, every thing which tends to encourage and &cili- 
tate the oppressions and perjuries which belong to so odious 
a system. We are now engaged in the preparation of a 
Beport upon the employment of Spies and Informers, in 
which will be set forth many revolting examples of the 
practical consequences which have resulted from reliance 
upon this execrable adjunct to the machinery of bad go- 
vernment. 
SS^^"^ Perceiving that a Bill to regulate the Grand Jury Pre- 
sentments of the County of Dublin, was introduced at a 
very late period of the session, we thought it right to 
recommend to the Association, that it should pass a reso- 
lution esmressive of its opinion, that this bill ought to be 
postponed. We were induced to take this course, not only 
because we consider very objectionable the practice of 
introducing measures laffecting Ireland at such a period of 
the session as renders impossible deliberate examination of 
their provisions, and a fair expression of public opinion 
respecting them, but also because we conceive that the 
whole of the grand jury system of Ireland requires revisal; 
and that the legislation to be applied to the County of 
Dublin, ought to be founded upon principles similar to 

10 
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those which are applicable to the remainder of the kingdom. 
The cour&e which has been adopted by the English go- 
yemment with regard to the grand jury laws of Ireland,^ 
furnishes an illustration (to which there are numberless 
parallel instances) of the mode in which Irish interests 
are dealt with under the existing system of legislation. 
TKe necessity of some fundamental change in our grand , 
jury system haying becomQ manifest to eyery statesman, a 
Qommission was appointed to enquire into these laws with 
9. view to their improvement. The commissioners con- 
sumed much time in ascertaining the (pinions of intelligent 
persons with regard to the defects of the present system, 
and terminated their labours by presenting to parliament 
an elaborate Beport, in which they suggested a variety of 
alterations, some which, at least, would have met with 
unanimous approbation. Several years have elapsed since 
the presentation of that Beport, and nothing whatever has 
yet been done to carry into effect its reconunendations. 

No subject could with more propriety occupy the time of 
a legislature anxious to promote the interests of Ireland. 
Taxation to the amount of above £1,200,000 per annimi, 
exceeding the revenue of many sovereign states in Europe, 
is levied by way of grand-jury cess. What should be the 
constitution of the bodies entrusted with the duty of im- 
posing this enormous fiscal burden upon the country ? — 
What should be the powers of such a body ? — to what 
objects such powers should be limited ? — Under what ar- 
Tangements the money raised from the people can be most 
equitably levied and most judiciously applied ? — ^Whether 
the amount of compulsory presentments might not be 
greatly diminished under a system supported by public 
confidence ? — ^Whether a considerable saving might not be 
effected by a consolidation of the duties of several of the 
county officers ? — ^Whether the administration of the insti- 
tutions which are supported by county presentment might 
not be improved? — ^Whether in the expenditure of the 
cities of Ireland great reductions might not be effected by 
simplifying and consolidating the various local taxes ? — 
These are all questions too minute to interest a legislature 
occupied with the affairs of a widely extended empire, bu^ 
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of the greatest importance to the pec^le of Lrelaiid. To 
all these questioiifl we propose to direct our early att^ntioii, 
and hope to be able to lay before the Assodation such pro- 
posals for the improvement of our grand-jurj system, as 
will assist the l^islative labours of the {utnre parliament 
of Ireland. 
Party pRH The government having brought forward a Bill for the 
XSt™ renewal of the Par^ ProcessLons Act, we recommended that 
a resolution should be passed by the Association, repudia- 
ting, on the part of the Bepealers of Ireland, any approba^ 
tion of such a measure. Tins act has beai specially broaght 
into operation against Orange processions, but its principle 
applies equally against every public demonstration in which 
the whole population do not partidpate with perfect unani- 
mity. Such an interference with the right of the citizens 
of a free state, peacefiilly to ex}ul»t the numbers and 
symbols of those who agree with them in opinion, cannot 
be required in any country in which the laws are adminis^ 
tered with impartiality. If exhibitions of this nature are 
accompanied with violence, or even with inconvenience 
towaros those who do not participate in th^a, theor^Gnary 
kw of the land affords redress ; and it is the duly of the 
magistrate to enforce it. In Ireland such redress has been 
too often withheld ; and it has been found more convenient 
to seek a remedy in legidation than to admnuster impartial 
justice. We hope, however^ that it will never again be 
necessary for Irishmen to apply to the British parliament for 
protection against each otl^. We have set the example of 
fiiendly confidence in our Orange fellow-countrymen, by 
trusting to their good feeling for the suppression of thto- 
cessions intended to commemorate an ascendancy which 
has been so fetal to the interests of our common country, rsr- 
ther than solicit from the British parliament the continuance 
of an act which violates the constitutional liberties of nH 
classes of Irishmen. The Orangemen now know that it is 
not to the Bepealers of Ireland, but to the English govern- 
ment, that thev owe this obnoxious law. 
BUI for the During the late session an act was passed " for the pro- 
vS^Si^ tection of purchasers." ^ When this measure- was brought 
forward during the sesaon of 1843, under the ampices of 
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Sir Bdward SuaDBN, man^ of the clftusea then contained 
in it were deemed highly "objectionable. Its defects having . 
been very ably exposed by the solicitoiB of Ireland, it was 
withdrawn^ It has been again presented to parliament in 
an amended form during the present session, and is now a 
law. In the opinion of some, this act is even stiU open to 
much objection, but as a difiarence of opinion prevailed 
upon this subject in the Committee, we did not think it 
advisable to lay before parliament any observations with 
reference to it. We now call the attention of the public 
to this measure, because it materially affects the interests 
of those who have judgments and other claims upou landed 
property ; and it is nght that such persons should make 
themselves acquainted with its provisions, in order that 
their rights may not be disturbed through ignorance of its 
requirements. 

We have found it necessary to place upon record, on be- ^]JJ^_ 
half of the Irish people, a. formal protest against the man- ingofbiua 
ner in which several bills relating to Ireland were hurried |^S!S£l^ent 
through parliament at the close of tiie session. Legisla* Sme^ 
tion becomes a mockery, if the sanction of parliament be ^^^^ 
asked to measures brought forward by the government at 
a period when it becomes practically impossible to obtain a 
fair discussion of their provisions by the representatives of 
the people, and when such representatives, even if present, 
have not the opportunity of ascertaining the opinion of 
thdbr constituents respecting them. Common sense indi- 
cates thait a ^yemment ought to. lay before parliament, at 
an early pexiod of the session, all such measures as they 
intend should assimie the form of law before its close. 
It has, on the contrai^, of late years, bean the practice of 
successive administrations, Whig as well as Conservative, to 
defer till the month of July, me introduction of a multi- 
tude of bills which might, with equal convenience, have 
been brought forward during the month of February. 
We have already had occasion to notice the unfeir pro- 
ceedings of the government with regard to the Charitable - 
Bequests Bill. This measure was forced through the 
House of Commons before the people of Ireland had an 
opportunity of considering its enactments. It was brought 
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forward dttring the absence of Mr. O'Coimell and of hU 
Bon, who possessing^ in a pecuKar degree, the confidence of 
the Boman Catholics of Ireland, were prevented by an im- 
prisonment, since declared by the highest tribunal to 
be unjust and illegal, from expressing the strong objections 
which they entertamed against it. The result of such a 
system of legislation has naturally been to aggravate di&- 
content, in evidence of which we may refer to the protest 
against this act, which has been signed by a majority of 
the Catholic Bishops, and by a large portion of the Catholic 
Clergy of Ireland. We have reported to the Association 
another example, equally striking, in the Law Courts 

Law Courts BJH, This measuTo passed through all its stages in 
the House of Commons within a period of eight days, so 
that the public of Ireland had no opportunity whatever of 
making known to their representatives the strong objec- 
tions entertained against it by many well qualified to form 
a sound opinion with regard to such a subject. In this 
instance, public opinion regards the surreptitious legislation 
which has taken place as a rec^ess attempt to provide 
lucrative situations for certain individuals, at the expanse 
of the nation at large. The proceedings in parliament, 
with reference to the Transfer of Property Bill, affords 

'^Jj^ »^ another exemplification of the system of which we complain. 

Emf ^ In such proceedings we find additional confirmation of the 
opinion entertained by the Bepeal Association^ that legis- 
lation for Imland can be satisfactorily conducted only in an 
Irish senate. Till such a national legislature is acquired, 
the re^stance offered by a few individual members must be 
unavailing, overwhelmed, as they are, by an immense majo- 
rity of English and Scotch members, who are beyond the 
range of Irish opinion, and who have no concern in mea- 
sures relating to Ireland, except in so far as they afi^t the 
party interests of the great factions into which parliam^it 
is divided. Whilst alluding to this topic, we feel that we 
can expect no immediate redress. We can do nothing ex- 
cept complain and expose the wrongs to which Ireland is 
subjected; but we trust that for these accumulating in- 
stances of misgovemment, just retribution will provide an 
ultimate remedy. 
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An act has passed for the disfranchisement of the bo- ^^e„t 
rough of Sudbury. Justice and sound policy require that ofthebo- 
a similar penalty should be inflicted upon several other cor- Su^ 
rupt boroughs in England; but they have escaped harmless, 
notwithstanding the disclosure of their venality in the 
enquiries vrhich followed the late general election. Par- 
liament will be called upon during next session to deter- 
mine in what manner the two seats of which Sudbury has 
been deprived shall be allocated. Many of the organs of 
public opinion in England labour to persuade us that there 
exists a disposition to redress the grievances of Ireland. 
Foremost amongst these grievances is our inadequate re- 
presentation in the House of Commons. Will any Eng- 
lish statesman venture to propose that the vacancies should 
be supplied by additional representatives from Ireland ? — 
Will the British legislature adopt such a proposal, if made ? 
The question is superfluous. We know how vain are all 
hopes of obtaining even this petty instalment of right. 

In enumerating so many instances of neglect or of ag- ^^^^ 
gression, it is satisfactory to find even one topic which per cents. 
gives opportunity for approval rather than for complaint. 
We feel bound to recognize, as a successful measure, the 
reduction of the 3J per cents. It is true that this great 
financial operation resulted not so much from the wisdom 
of the government or of the legislature, as from the low 
rate of interest which has lately prevailed in the money 
market. Still, acknowledgments are due to the minister 
who avails himself of favorable contingencies to confer a 
benefit upon the country which he governs. The oppor- 
timity of effecting a great reduction on the debt-charge of 
the United Kingdom was skilfully seized, and the opera- 
tion was conducted in such a manner as to leave no cause 
of complaint either to individuals or to the public. This 
financial measure will produce an eventual saving of nearly 
£1,250,000 per annum on the annual charge of the national 
debt, and an immediate benefit to the extent of half 
that amoimt. 

Among the beneficial measures enacted during the past Factory 
session, we are disposed to place the " Act to amend the laws ^^^ "^ 
relative to labour in Factories." It establishes many useful 
regulations for the protection of children employed in facto- 
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De0. It IB true that the gOTemment have been compelled to 
abandon their attempt to make a aatisiactory proYimon for 
the education of children employed in &ctorie8, in conse- 
quence of thdr reluctance frankly to declare, by l^islatiye 
enactment, that in regard to education the state ought to 
make no invidious distinction between the professors of the 
different rdyous persuasions into which the population is 
divided* Vfe are compelled also to observe, thiat seldom 
in the annals of eenatonal self-abasement, has any act been 
recorded so degrading to a deliberative body^ as the dis- 
graceful conduct of the majority of the House of Commons, 
m rescinding, at the bidding of the minister, a resolution 
adopted under the impulses of an enlightened humanity. 
Loral Ashless proposal to limit the labour of persons mider 
the age of eighteen to ten hours a day, was one respecting 
which honest differences of opinion might prevad; but 
there is no apology for those who, having voted with Lord 
Ashley in favor ot a ten hours' clause, consented afterwards 
to desert the cause of humanity, and to disavow their own 
convictions, in order to give to the minister a triumphant 
majority against the same proposal. A similar saciince of 
opmion was demanded from his supporters, by Sir Kobert 
Peel, on the question of the Sugar Duties, and his demand 
was followed bv a similar act of self-humiliation on the part 
of the ministerial majority. Yet these are the men who 
taunt us with the corruption of the Irish Parliament, and 
who warn us against confiding to the honor of Irishmen, 
under improved institutions, the duties which, as English 
senators, they sacrifice to patronage, or render subservient 
to the interests of party. 

chS2fSm. yf^ ^^^^ ^^ cheerful acknowledgment of the liberal 
spirit which dictated the enactment of the Dissenters' 
Chapels Bill. By this measure much vexatious litigation, 
tending to harass religious communities, without advancing 
piety or justice, will be prevented. 

Poof uwa. An act has been placed on the statute book ^*for the 
amendment of the laws relating to the Poor in England." 
It contains some useful provisions. The mention of this 
measure suggests observation upon the conduct of the go- 
vernment with reference to the Irish Poor Law. Much 
complaint has prevailed with regard to both the adminis- 
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tratibn and the enactments of this law — compIaintB which 
have extended to every class of society, and to every part 
of the kingdom* Parliamentary enquiry into the defects of 
the system, has been loudly demanded by public opinion. 
Such enquiry was refused during the year 1843, aud le^a- 
lation was resorted to without enquiry. During the pre- 
sent year the government assented to enquiry, but ai»^ 
nounced, that whatever might be the result of investigation, 
they had determined not to make any alteration in the poor 
law. This disrespectful, yet ludicrous tnode of dealing with 
the remonstrances of a nation, was consummated by their 
ultimately receding from their pledge, that a committee 
of enquiry should be granted. Great difference of opi- 
nion still prevails in Ireland, with regard to the policy of a 
legal provision for the poor ; but public opinion is unani- 
mous in condemning the mode in which the present statute 
' — -itself sufficiently obnoxious and objectionable— has been 
administered by the Poor Law Commissioners. Irish com- 
plaints, however, never receive attention, imtil enforced by 
the menace of open resistance. The ^vemment appean, 
disposed to wait until there shall be umversal resistance to 
the poor-rate,, before they will listen to the well-founded 
remonstrances, even of those who are most friendly to the 
principle of a poor law. It is worthy of remark, that in 
reference to the building of the workhouses — *the only de- 
partment of the poor law administration which has been 
made the subject of even partial enquiry — ^the complaints 
of the Boards of Guardians have been folly sustained and 
justified by the Conunissioner appointed to conduct that 
investigation. Guardians of Ireland! Bate-Payers of 
Ireland I do you believe that your local interests would 
be thus neglected under the administration of an Irish ex- 
ecutive, responsible to an Irish Parliament. 

Having completed our notice of the principal proceed-, 
ings of a parliamentary session which, like many of its 

1)r6decessor3, has been altogether fruitiess of benefit to Ire- 
and, we now proceed to advert to several other subjects 
which have en^ged our attention. Acting provisionally 
as representatives of Irish opinion, during the period of 
Ireland's deprivation of its native legislature, we have 
thought it to be our dutv to apply our consideration to 
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every topic which would become matter of deliberalion in 
an Irish senate. We have first to notice a subject, in it- 
self of secondary importance, but which affords a striking 
illustration of the spirit in which Ireland is governed. 
The ord- In couuexiou witn the ordnance survey, various enquiries 

SSSSir. were carried on by men of the highest capacity, with re- 
ference to the topography, antiquities, natural history, and 
economical resources of Ireland. It was proposed to pub- 
lish the result of these enquiries in a series of volumes, 
which were to have been brought out contemporaneously 
with the completion of the survey of the different parts of 
the kingdom. The first publication (designated as the 
Ordnance Memoir) related to the city of Londonderry. 
It obtained the approval of all who were competent to 
form an opinion upon its contents, but it was thought by 
many to be too minute in its details. The cost as wellas the 
bulk of a work, carried on upon such a scale, fiimished the 
English government with a pretext for arresting its progress. 
For some time it was believed that it would be resumed in a 
more compendious form. The government, however, hav- 
ing evinced no disposition to proceed with the work, much 
disappointment was created in the public mind. An effort 
was consequently made by several enlightened and public 
spirited individuals to induce the government to complete 
this national undertaking. At the instance of liord 
Adare, who, though a Conservative in politics, has upon 
more than one occasion shewn much devotion to the in- 
terests of Ireland, the leading noblemen and members of 
parliament, connected with Ireland, were brought together 
m London during the summer of 1843, and from their 
meeting emanated a representation to Sir Robert Peel 
soliciting the continuance of the Ordnance Memoir, in a 
form less expensive than that on which it had been com- 
menced. Considering that those who united in this appli- 
cation, represented every class of society, and every shade 
of opinion in Ireland, it might have been supposed that the 
minister would not have too rigorously enqmred into the na- 
ture of the request, but would at once have accededHo the 
wishes of those who, if a parliament had existed in Ireland, 
would have effected hj their own simple volition, that 
which they humbly solicited as suitors to the British go- 
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Iremment. But it seems to be a psurt of the systematic 
poKcy of the English government to humiliate our national 
pride ; and although &e expense of the Memoir would not 
have exceeded £8000 per annum, continued during a few 
years — though the object sought was earnestly approved by 
the whole literary and scientific world — ^though it had 
received the sanction of every organ of opinion in Ireland, 
yet Sir Bobert Peel declined to comply with the request 
so made, until he should be enlightened thereupon by the 
advice of a commission of enquiry* Commissioners were 
accordingly appointed to provide materials, from the study 
of which tne Premier might be enabled to form sm opinion 
upon this perplexing question. They examini^d several of 
the most learned and accomplished men in the kingdom, 
who strenuously recommended the continuance of the 
Memoir. The commissioners then reported strongly in 
fevor of the undertaking, with certain modifications of the 
ori^al proposal. Still the minister hesitates, though nearly 
eignteen months have elapsed since the first representation 
was made to him, and the aristocracy of Ireland, the men 
of letters, the parliamentary representatives, the grand 
juries, the press of Ireland, hmnbly await his decision. 
We believe that it is the intention of Sir Robert Peel to 
vouchsafe partial compliance with the request. He need 
not have taken so much pains to humble our national pride. 
When the nobles of any country separate themselves fi*om 
the people, whose support alone can give them solid influ- 
ence, they never fail to bring upon themselves the contempt 
©f the rulers upon whom they fawn. We trust, however, 
that the time is not far distant when the truly noble among 
the aristocMracy of Ireland, in placing themselves at the 
head of the Irish nation, as the champions of our national 
rights, will prove that they are not wholly powerless, and 
that they cannot safely be treated with disdain by an Eng- 
lish minister. 

A return of the number of veomwiry arms registered ^J^^ 
under the late Arms' Act, and oi the names of such persons ^^^ 
as have each registered more than 20 stand of arms, having 
been presented to parliament, we have thought that it 
would be interesting to the public to obtain a general 
summary of this return, and have accordingly condensed it 
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into a few pages. The right to bear ankis is one of those 
peraonal rights which belongs to every individual by the 
kw of nature, and which is more peculiarly ibe priimege 
of the citizens of a free state. For the use of audi anns, 
every individual ouffht to be held personally responsible, 
and to be punished if he employ them for purposes in* 
jurious to society* But the occasional perpetration of a 
lew crimes, by the instrumentality of the weapons of 
8elf4efence, does not justify a government in disamiing 
a nation. We abstain £n>m reviving the discussions 
which occuined so large a portion of the parliamentary 
session of 1843; but we cannot omit this opportunity 
of declaring, that we iiilly participate in the indignation 
which was cfdled forth by the vexatioua enactments of the 
Arms* Act— a measure as fiitile as it was insulting and un- 
constitutional. K there be any justifiable limitation of the 
right to keep arms, it is that each individual should be al- 
lowed no more than are necessary for the protection of his 
household. This return shews that no such limitation has 
{uracticelly resulted from the late act. We find that aj9 
manv as 70 stand of yeomanry arms have been left in the 
hands of an individual, and that fifty-three persons have 
each registered more than 20 stand of arms. If we were 
desirous to encourage the peojple of Ireland to appeal to 
force, we should rejoice in this accumulation of arms in 
the hands of private individuals under circumstances which 
would render their protection impossible in the event of an 
insurrection; but relying upon other influences for the suc- 
cess of our cause, we allude to these facts only as illustrative 
of the absurdity of this law. 
Report on Our attention having been drawn to the subject of the 
dutiSf" Duties on Glass, by the introduction of a bill which has 
made some trivial alterations in the amount of duty, and in 
the exdse regulations connected with the manumcture of 
that article, we requested Mr. Ore an, the Assistant-Secre- 
tary of the Association, to commit to paper such observa- 
tions as might be suggested to him by his perfect knowledge 
of every thing which relates to this trade. In consequence 
of such our wish, he prepared a very interesting Keport 
upon the subject, whicn luis been laid before the Associa- 
tion, and. printed. In that report he proves, by statistical 
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fects, how impolitic is the tax upon glass, how much its 
manufacture has been repressed by the vexatious regulations 
of the excise, and in addition to such general observations,, 
applying to the whole of the united kingdom, he has shewn 
most forcibly, how unjustiy Ireland has been treated with 
reference to this tax — a tax imposed upon this country, for 
the first time, at a period when the burdens affecting Eng- 
land were in progress of reduction — ^and how effectual^ 
English legislation, and English administration, have com- 
bined to destroy a branch of manu&cture which would 
have been fostered and encouraged by an Irish parliament. 

Though we are exceedingly studious to prevent any of ^^JJ^f 
ihe proceedings of the Association from assuming a sectar fheconnty 
rian complexion, yet, feeling ourselves bound by obligations ^!^^ 
paramount to all other considerations, to uphold the essen- 
tial interests of justice, we have thought it right to direct 
public attention to the composition of the Juries of tiie 
County of Tipperary, as infiinging the constitutional privi- 
leges of the Catholics of that county. At the summer 
assizes of 1 839, the panel consisted of 3 1 9 persons, of whom 
118 were Boman Catholics; and among the first 100 names 
38 were those of Boman Catholics. At the summer assizes 
of 1843, the panel had been reduced to the number of 201, 
of whom only 37 were Bcnnan Catholics ; and among fho 
first 100 names, not more than 9 were those of Boman 
Catholics. If this were a casual occurrence, limited to a 
single year, it would form matter of just complaint; but it 
is still more to be reprehended, when we find that it is part 
of a system, gradually extending fi-om year to year. For 
particulars we refer to Mr. Fitz -Patrick's excellent Be- 
port. Such exclusion fi:om the jury box of those who 
participate in religious opinion with the great bulk of the 
population of the county, necessarily tends to destroy all 
confidence in the administration of justice, and thereby to 
perpetuate the system of private revenge, generated by 
misrule, firom which Ireland, andespecialfy the County of 
Tipperary, has suffered so much. 

In compliance with our wish, Mr. Maurice O'Connell Report on 
kindly prepared a Beport upon the Fisheries of Ireland. — n^ onre 
Though it professes to be only a preliminary Beport, yet it J"»d- 
contains many interesting details with reference to the subject 
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of which it treatB. There is no branch of our national 
industry vhich would be fostered with more care by a 
native legislature, than the Fisheries of Ireland. That such 
solicitude would lead to a great augmentation of this por- 
tion of the national wealth, cannot reasonably be doubted. 
Upon the specific measures which ought to be adopted, 
with this view, there is some difference of qpinion. Be- 
currence to a system of bounties is inconsistent with the 
doctrines of political economy now in YOgae, and the 
policy of such a system is so doubtful, that we have for- 
Dome to reconunend it. A msgority ctf tlie Committee are 
however of opinion, that loans to fishermen would be 
attended with considerable benefit. By judicious arrange- 
ments much instruction, of a practic^ nature, might be 
communicated, with reference to the best methods of taking 
and curing fish. We observe, with pleasure, that in their 
second Beport, (1844,^ the Commissioners of Fisheries 
earnestly recommend tne erection of piers, for the shelter 
and protection of vessels engaged in tiie fineries, and sug- 
gest tiiat roads should be made to conmnmicate with such 
piers, in order to promote and fiualitate internal traffic in 
this valuable description of food. We abstain fix>m enter-- 
ing into a detail of the regulations necessary for protecting 
the breed of fish, said for securing to the InhaHtants of this 
country all the advantages offei^ to them by the bounty 
of nature, in the supply <S'fish with which our coasts abound. 
We cannot better exhibit the importance of this subject 
than by mentioning, that even at present the number of 
fishing vessels restored in Ireland, under the act of 1842, 
is not less than 15,935, employing 73,979 fishermen. Not- 
withstanding the employment of so largea number of persons 
in this occupation, the Irish fisheries do not fiilly supply 
our home market. The Scotdi fisheries successfiDuly com- 
pete with those of Ireland, ev«n in our own ports. To what 
CAuse this &ct may be traced, is perhaps a debateable ques- 
tion ; but it is worthy of observation that an annual grant of 
about £ 1 4,000 has been allowed fi^r many years in dd of the 
fisheries of Scotland, though similar assistance has been 
withdrawn from those of Ireland. When Ireland shall be 
mistress of her own resources, we shall not need to appear 
before the English parliament, as an unheeded supphant, 
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asking in vain to be allowed to appropriate a portion of our 
own revenue to the encouragement of Irish industry. 

Amongst our Reports will be found a paper upon the ^^J^*^ 
Fiscal relations between Great Britain and Ireland, drawn relations 
up by Mr. John O'Gonnell. Ample details respecting cSSfBri- 
the miancial relations between the two kingdoms having ^J^* 
been given in previous publications, which have been cir- 
culated by the Bepeal Association, more especially in the 
valuable writings of Mr. Michael Staunton, and in Mr, 
John O'Connell's admirable treatise, named "-4w Argu- 
ment far Ireland^^ we have not thought it necessary to 
re-produce these statements in another form. We have 
therefore contented ourselves with simply recapitulating 
some of the financial wrongs which have resulted firom the 
Union, and with indicating the principles upon which a 
just international arrangement should be framed, for the 
settlement of all financial questions. The stipulations of 
the Union statute, in regard to debt and taxation were, in 
themselves, most imjust and unfevorable to Ireland; yet both 
t^eir letter and spirit have been violated to the disadvan- 
tage of the poorer and weaker country. The amount of 
d^t to which Ireland was subject at the time of the Union, 
was trivial, when compared with the national resources. 
Had an Irish parliament continued in existence, it would 
have prevented the undue augmentation of debt. Undet 
the pretext that the terms of the Union sanctioned such 
injustice, taxation was imposed upon Ireland until the re- 
venue, instead of increasing under this augmentation of the 
national burdens, began to decline. Debt was accumulated 
until the nation was rendered bankrupt ; and this consum- 
mation having been obtained in the absence of all power of 
sdf-protection on the part of Ireland, the British parlia- 
ment resorted to an union of the exchequers of the two 
kingdoms, relying upon a clause of the Act of Union, 
which contemplated such an eventual consolidation as the 
result of a diminution of the debt of England, and of in- 
creased ability on the part of Ireland to participate in the 
btttden of taxation. Since the period of such consolidation, 
an effort has been gradually made to render Ireland liable 
for the ante-union debt of England. When the time shall 
arrive for negociatioQ respecting our national liabilities^ 
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under a new constitution, this injustice must be rednessed, 
and the dictates of equity will revoke the wrongs inflicted 
upon Ireland whilst she renuuned a prostrate and power- 
less province. We have endeavoured to prepare for such 
negodation by inviting discussion with regard to the prm- 
ciples on which it ou^t to be conducted. 
FSniS^ The indignation excited in England by the fisoovery 
tetter op«n- that a system of LetteisOpeninghas prevailed in the general 
*"*^' post^mce, was equally felt in Ireland. We have recorded, 

on the part of the Kepeal Association, its unqualified 
abhorrence of proceedings so destructive of sodal confi* 
dence, and so alien to the spirit of a free government. 
The observations prqwred by Mr. Davis, with r^ard to 
this subject, present, m a condensed form, the substance of 
the Reports made to both houses of parliament by tbdr 
respective committees. Having no desire to screen the 
leaders of either of the English parties, who have indis- 
criminately abused a power which ought never to have 
been entrusted to them, we judge of the facts imperfectiy 
developed by these mock enquiries on grounds of public 
principle alone. Finding notlung to justify the concesmon 
of sucn a power to the executive, and much to condemn in 
the manner in which it has been exercised, we have de- 
nounced this infamous practice, and have recommended ihe 
Association to petition for a renewal of the enquiry before 
an open committee, with a view to fiill exposure of the real 
facts of the case. Mr. Duncombb, who deserves the 
gratitude of his country for having brought to light these 
abuses, having undertaken to revive the discussion of this 
subject during next session, we have no doubt that the 
Association will lend to the support of his eflforts whatever 
parliamentary influence it can command. Nothing short 
of a total abrogation of the power of violating private cor- 
respondence, at present possessed by the government, will 
satisfy the people of the British empire. Nothing less 
ought to be required by their representatives* 
Report on The Bopcal Association having taken upon itself the 
tS.*"*** oflBce of political instructor to the people of Ireland, we 
watch witn anxiety every publication containing information 
calculated to be useful to a nation which hais voluntarily 
submitted itself to a system of political training, such as 
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hsis rarely been exhibited in the history of the world. 
Those which most naturally engage our attention, are the 
papers, returns, and reports printed by parliament. Many 
of these appear in so volummous a form that it would be 
impossible to circulate them in those channels which lie 
witUn the reach of the £epeal Association. We therefore 
endeavour to present a summary view of their contents, in 
such a form as will render the mformation which they con- 
tain accessible to every man in the Irish community* The 
Report drawn up by Mr. John O'Connell upon the 
papers in course of presentation to parliament relative to. 
the Commercial Tariffs of the several states of Europe and 
America, affords an illustration of our system, and of its 
success* The papers of which this lucid Beport forms a 
compen^ous epitome, have been prepared by Mr. Mac- 
GRBGOR, of the Board of Trade, for the use of parliament. 
Though compiled with great ability, they are yet so vo- 
luminous as to deter even politicians from their perusal. 
By judicious abridgement and condensation, Mr. John 
O CoNNELL has been able to collect into a few pages, the 
most interesting facts which they contain. His m'st Beport 
relates to France, Austria, Belgium, and Denmark, and 
exhibits much desirable information connected with their 
external trade and internal resources. In these statements 
respecting the condition of foreign countries, the Irish 
reader finds a confirmation of that lesson so forcibly taught 
by all the circumstances' which surround him in his own 
native land — ^that in order to render a nation prosperous^ 
it is necessary to secure to it all the attributes of nation- 
ality. 

In presenting to parliament a veiy voluminous series of Report on 
papers connected with the War in Scinde, the British go- ^def ^ 
vemment virtually challenged public approval of their 
conduct towards the Ameers of Scinde. The scene of 
action being so remote, and the detail of proceedings con- 
nected with these hostilities being very complicated and Httle 
known in this country, few persons feel themselves quali- 
fied to pronounce a decided opinion with respect to them ; 
but so far as we have been able to ascertain the opinion of 
Ireland with regard to these proceedings, we interpret it 
as expressive of unqualified condemnation of the unjustifi- 
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able eooroachinents which have tenxunated m the acquisi- 
tion of Scinde. We have laid before the public the grounds 
upon which our own opinion has been formed. The inter- 
esting report in which the iniquities of successiye go* 
vemments haye been impartially exposed, and in which a 
series of intricate and complex operations have been 
unfolded by Mr. Michael Joseph Barrt, presents to us 
the following sad history. 

For a long time the navigation of the Indus has been 
much coveted by Great Britain. So long as our Indian 
policy was governed by a semblance of justice, this a&van-' 
tage seemed to be attainable only by the permismon and 
good will of the Ameers of Scinde. Under these ckcum-' 
stances, the Anglo-Indian government approached th^n as 
a suitor ; and by the employment of promises and protes- 
tations, induced them to consent to treaties, the conditions 
of which the Ameers were allowed to dictate. Th^e con- 
cessions were soon ibllowed by fiirther demands. Pretexts 
the most slender, and sometimes both fidse and contradic- 
tory, were snatched at to justify new encroadiments. The 
Ameers unwisely trusted the honor and ^ood faith of the 
British government, and adopted a policy of submission 
rather ihaa of resistance. For this submission, and for 
their fidelity during the trying period of British discoDEifi- 
ture in Aff^hanistan, they were rewarded, first, by the plun- 
der of their treasury ; next, by the occupation of their 
fortresses ; afterwards, by dismemberment of their terri- 
tories ; then, by invasions upon their rights of internal 
sovereignty ; and whezi, at last, their exasperated followers 
finding that no concessions would satisfy British rapacity, 
took arms to resist fixrther extortion, the Ameers were 
held responsible for acts which they could not control, and 
were consigned to an ignominious captivity. 

We should rejoice, S we could con^tulate our fellow- 
coimtrymen on having taken no part m these enormities ; 
but, under the arrangements of the Legislative Union, 
Ireland participates in tiie shame of such crimes, and Irish 
soldiers are made instruments of their perpetration. On 
this account, we are tiie more bound, not only tor^udiate 
all approval of such proceedings, but also to seek effectual 
guarantees against their recunrence. Without anticipating 
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wliat may be the exact international arrangements, with re- 
spect to foreign affidrs, which vrill foUow the Bepeal of the 
Union, we yet confidently trust that Ireland wiU hereafter 
possess some effectual power of controlling aggressions 
upon unoffending nations. If such be one of the results 
of that measure, it will conduce scarcely less to promote 
the general interests of humanity, than to forward the local 
advantages of Ireland. 

A very remarkable work upon the Industrial Besources Report on 
of Ireland having been published by our eminent fellow- ^niu^L 
countryman. Dr. ISane, we thought its contents of suffi- "^ 
cdent importance to justify us in specially calling public 
attention to this treatise. Upon our recommendation, the 
Association presented a copy to each Bepeal Reading Boom 
in the kingdom. With a view to make it more generally 
known, we have circulated, in the form of one of our Be- 
ports, a short abstract of its contents, -accompanied by such 
observations as naturally arise on the connexion of the &ct8 
vrhich it sets forth with the objects which we have in view. 
We have to acknowledge the obli^tion which we owe to 
Mr. MacNevin, for the care and SdU with which this Be^ 

B>rt has been written ; but we should do great injustice to 
r. Kane, if we wctc to represent oar publication as 
in any degree calculated to supersede the necessity of 
studying the original work. The Association having de- 
clared its intention to assist by eveiv means in its power 
the literary, political, and industrial education of the 
Irish people, we do not require any apology for going 
beyond the precise limits assigned to our operations. 
Though Dr. Kane's work does not apply itself to mea- 
sures immediately under the consideration of parliament, 
yet there are but few of the topics to which it rc^rs, which 
may not be connected with the legitimate duties of a wise 
and parental legislature. But it has been chiefly with a 
view to correct misapprehensions which exist with regard 
to the resources of Ireland, that we have promoted the 
circulation of this volume. It has been the policy of those 
who seek the political abasement of Ireland, to represent 
it as a country wholly disqualified by nature for an inde- 
pendent nationality. It is the interest of the manufac- 
turers of Englaujd to persuade us that Ireland ought to limit 
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itaelf to the production of food, and of other raw mateiials 
required by the artizans of England, but that it is quite 
incapable of entering into a career of successful competi- 
tion with the manufacturing industry of Great Britidn* 
The fallacy of these dosmas is exposed in Dr. Kane's 
publication. He shews mat few commodities are produced 
m England which might not also be derived from Ireland, 
whilst, in some respects, our commercial advantages are 
unrivalled* He shows that this country is deficient not so 
much in natural resources, as in educated, practical sJdil, 
accompanied by self-reliance and prud^it perseverance. He 
does not write as a politidan, or he might have added 
another requirement wnich is wanting to Ireland — a legis- 
lature intent upon developing those resources, the esaa- 
tence of which he has so aUy demonstrated. 
Petttionsto We havc exercised but sparingly the power with which 
"*'"" * we have been invested, of preparing petitions to parliament- 
Every one who is acquaint^ vnm the manner in which 

Etitions are presented, received, and dealt with by both 
ouses, is aware that they produce but littie effect upon 
the deliberations of the legislature. In a few instances, 
however, we have recommended to the country forms of 
petition, which have been generally adopted. 
stateProe*- Wc forwardcd a petition signed by 821,000 persons, 
"" "" complaining of the manner in which the State Prosecution 
was conducted, and praying for enquiry and redress. A . 
motion founded upon this petition was subsequently made 
in the House of Commons by Mr. Wysb. It is needless 
to add, that enquiry was refused. How could those who 
perpetrate injustice permit investigations which would 
have covered them with dishonour and reproach? We then 
appealed to our Sovereign. Our address was signed by 
1,084,988 persons. Its &te was similar to that of our petition 
to parliament. The imnister who controls the will of our 
Sovereign has dared to deny, not only redress, but even 
enquiry, to her loyal Irish subjects. Yet we do not regret 
that this appeal has been made. Events have shewn that 
our protest against the illegality of these proceedings was 
supported by law, as well as founded upon the principles of 
reason and equity. The guilt of those who invaded our 
rights — who set at defiance our laws — who, on groundless 
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chargeB, aad by infamous means, obtained the imprison- 
ment of our most illustrious patriots, has been rendered 
more palpable by their open denial of the investisation by 
ivhich we sought to expose their perversion of justice. 
Our Address to the Queen, though fruitless as records its 
immediate object, will remain an ever-memorable pledge 
made b^ the Irish nation, that they will never accept, as a 
satisfaction of their national claims, any concession less 
than a native legislature. 

Convinced of the fatility of forwarding petitions to par- 
liament, we have adopted the practice of transmitting to 
each member of both houses of parliament, in a printed 
form, statements of our views with respect to the subjects 
under discussion. The transmission of one of our circulars 
gave rise to an interesting correspondence. It originated comsspond- 
with Lord WicMow, and was carried on upon the part of ^^^*** 
the Association by Mr. Davis, to whose untiring energy, wicuow. 
and singular ability, the Kepealers of Ireland are so much 
indebted. In his letters, Lord Wicklow questions the 
consistency of the Repeal Association in addressing to 
members of parliament suggestions and solicitations, at a 
'time when it encourages the representatives of the Irish 
people to transfer their attendance from the House of 
Commons, to Conciliation Hall. Upon this subject it is 
of importance that the policy of the Association should be 
fully vmderstood. 

An Irish representative ought to watch over the interests 
of his country wherever he can most successfoUv advance 
those interests. One who advocates Bepeal ought fturtiiCT 
to consider where he can most effecttually forward that 
measure. Experience has taught the Irish people that 
they have little to expect from the British Parliament, 
except insult and wrong. The parliamentary attendance 
of their members is therefore required ratiier as a means of 
checking evU, than of effecting good. But hoping much 
from the establishment of an Irish legblature, and be- 
lieving that such a legislature will be attained through 
the instrumentality of the Bepeal Association, they are 
desirous to accelerate that event, by giving to the Bepeal 
Association as much efficiency as can be secured to it by 
the co-operation of the most able, the most injQuential, and 
29 



3§2 SECOND 6BNERAL RSPORT OF THE 

the mo0t experienced men in the kuigdoxD. If ev^ Lrish 
representatiye were wiUing to take part in the labours of 
the Association, resistance to our national claim would be- 
come impossible. The constituencies of Ireland, therefore, 
prefer that their representatives should exert themselves in 
the capital of their own country, in organizing and up- 
holding the great national confederation by which Irish 
liberty is to be aclueved, rather than that they should 
waste their time in unavailing efforts in London. The 
Association in the mean time, reserves to itself the power 
of requesting certain of the national representatives to act 
on its behaU'in the British pailiament, and of summcHiing 
its whole parliamentary force to resist any new aggression 
whidi may be made upon the interests or liberties of Ire- 
land. These observations have been made upon the as- 
sumption, but too well justified by experience — that the 
British parliament is as regardless of the interests of Ire- 
land, as it is incapacitated ibr understanding and advancmg 
them. But even if we assume that there exists on the 
part of a nuUority in both houses, a desire to forward the 
wishes and the wdifare of the Irish people, it is difficult to 
imagine any mode of address by which they could be ap- 
TOoaehed with greater effect, than that adopted by the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Eepeal Association. 
Nerer in any former session have . the concerns of Ireland 
been made the subject of such anxious and continuous dis- 
cussion, as in our Committee, and in the weekly meetings 
of the Kepeal Association, held during the late sitting of 
parliament. The elected representatives of Ireland, whose 
number is whollj inadequate to the legislative wants and 
claims of the kmgdom which they represent, have been 
reinforced by fifty or sixty men of education and intel- 
ligence, chiefly of the legal profession — of whose abilities 
we might boast if we were not now writing in their name ; 
but for whom we may at least claim, without hesitation, 
the merit of bein^ single-minded, disinterested, laborious, 
and enthusiastic m the pursuit of every object which can 
conduce to the welfare and honor of Ireland. The results 
of their deliberations have been communicated to each 
member of the legislature in a form calculated to admit of 
the most calm consideration, and free from party bias. 
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Our party is the Irish Nation. Our party-spirit is pa*- 
sicxtnate love of our. father-land. Will it be asserted that 
appeals thus made to the understanding, ought not to be 
as effective as the violent declamation of a party debate, in 
which Irish interests are made the sport of English fiiction, 
or as the speeches of a few Irish members, upon subjects 
which have not become interesting as materials for party 
conflict, and which are th^efore neither listened to, nor 
reported. 

JLet it not be supposed however, that in addressing the 
members of the British parliament we . entertain any con- 
fident expectation that such a mode of appeal will be at- 
tended with immediate fiwtp We have no such hope. 
In transmitting to them our Exports and other docu- 
ments, we ought perhaps rather to consider ourselves 
as protesting against their indisposition and incapacity 
to serve Ireknd, than as indulgmg an expectation that 
we can overcome invincible apathy, ignorance, or hostility; 
but we hope, and confidently believe, that they will pro- 
. duce a different effect upon the Irish public. If we succeed 
in Gliding the people of Ireland to the formation of sound 
political opinion, our labours will not have been whoUy 
unavailing. Neither are we without hopes, that we shiJl 
. strengthen the national claim for an independent legislature, 
by leading such of our countrymen as are still adverse to 
us, to^erceive, that if a body, such as we are — ^not regu- 
larly constituted by law— engaged ,in ^11 the turmoil of 
popular agitation— deprived oi^e assistance of many who 
would be among the brightest <»iiaments of an Irish senate 
. — can thus temperately and sedulously apply itself to serious 
discussion of all the interests of our country, it may reason- 
ably be believed that an Irish parliament, oompo$eAy as it 
will be, not only of those Bepealers who are most distiur- 
guished for abiUty and zeal, but also of the intellectual 
chiefs of every other section of the community, will bring 
to the high functions committed to it, such capacity for 
legislation, as will confer upon the Irish people, both the 
blessings of national prosperity^ and the lustre of an im- 
perishable renown. ^ ^ toittS" 

In defending this portion of the policy of the Bepeal g^ Mem- 
Association, it is riffht that we shoidd expressly iniard ben in 
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ounelves firom the imputation of throwing a shield ova: 
those members of parliament who altogether negleet thdr 
representative duties. For such as do nothing to forward 
the legislative interests of Ireland we offer no justification, 
even tiiough they may profess themselves advocates for 
Kepeal. Their connection with the fiepeal movement is 
an injury rather than an advantage to it. They occupy 
seats which ought to be filled by men of industiy and 
capacity ; and their nominal adhesion to the national 
cause tends to paralyse opposition which would expel an 
avowed antagonist. It is, however, the duty of the several 
ccmstituencies, rather than of this Committee, to caU such 
. members to account. We have done all that lies legiti- 
mately within our sphere, by presenting to the public a 
list of the number of parliamentary divisions at which 
each member has been present. In order to perfect such 
a table as a test of assiduity, it would have been necessary 
to have exhibited the attendance of each member at Con- 
ciliation Hall, and in the Committees of the Bepeal Asso- 
ciation ; but at present such a record is scarcely required, 
because the Irish people watch with so much interest 
the {M'oceedings of the Repeal Association, that they can 
scarcely fiul to perceive how &r each representative atones 
for his absence from parliament, by attendance in Dub- 
lin, At the next election, these comparisons will not be 
forgotten. 
Sde?^S>n. ^ reviewing the proceedings of this our first session, we 
sideration. havc omittcd to refer to many topics which have occupied 
our attention. We postpone our notice of such topics, 
until they shall be brought forward in a matured form. 
Among the papers already printed by us, will be found a 
Report on the Estimates, which should rather, perhaps, be 
called, "A Manual of Finance," written by Mr. Davis. 
As this is the first of a series, it has been thought desirable 
that it should appear in our second volume, in connection 
with the remaining Reports which refer to the same 
subject. We have also under consideration. Reports 
(some of which are in a forward state) upon the following 
subjects ; — v 

The Spy SjTstem, 

The Administration of the Police Department, 
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The Temporalities of the Church, 

Absenteeism, 

The Grand Jury System, 

Education, 

The Irish Poor Law, 

The Medical Charities of Ireland, 

Railways and other Public Works, 

Safety Harbours and Packet Stations, 

Drainage and Reclamation of Land, 

Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 

The Jury Laws,. 

Ecclesiastical Courts, 

Patronage in the Public Offices, 

Administration of the Public Departments in general. 

Colonisation, 

Taxation, 

The Commercial Interests of Ireland, 

The Crown Lands of Ireland, 

Offices of Sheriff and Coroner, 

Prison Discipline, 

Game Laws, 

Encouragement of the Fine Arts* 

We have given much anxious consideration to the various J^J^ ^ 
questions which are connected with the Tenure of Land, and 
propose to submit to the Association our views, after they 
shall have been folly matured ; but we are of opinion, that 
it is desirable that we should reserve the publication of 
our Report on this subject, until after the evidence and 
recommendations of the Land Commissioners shall have 
been presented to parliament. We shall then have the 
advantage of consulting the evidence procured by the 
Commissioners, and of candidly weighing the advantages 
or deficiencies of the plans recommended by them. 

It will be seen, firom the foregoing review of our past conduaion. 
labours, and enumeration of those contemplated by us, that 
we have not shewn any disposition to shrink from the duties, 
though we do not possess the powers, which belong to a 
regularly constituted parliament. We deeply lament the 
injury which Ireland suffers firom the want of a national 
legislature, which would give to these questions its anxious 
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connderation. Until such a parliament be obtaiifed, we 
shall endeavour to supply its place in so fiur as regards its 
iiinctions of discussion and enquiry. Not possessing the 
authority which belongs to laws embiced by the power of 
the state, our suggestions can do no more than hy a basis 
for future legislation. To conyince is our aim. We leave 
to our fellow-countrymen the duty of acting upon such con- 
victions. Every suggestion, the adoption of which depends, 
upon opinion alone may be carried mto immediate efiect. 
In Ireland opinion has frequently had more power than law 
itself. The advice of the patriot leaders is obeyed with 
more alacrity than laws made by an English parliament. — 
What opinion cannot immediatdy effect, time will ultimate- 
\y accomplish. Many amongst the most intelligent of our 
fellow-countrymen who have hitherto stood aloof fix>m us, 
are watching, with intense anxiety, the movements of the 
Bepeal Association, in order that they mav conjecture 
firom our proceedings, what will be the spirit m which the 
affiurs of Ireland would be administered under the agency 
of an Irish executive, amenable to the control of an Irish 
parliament. Shall we not prove to them that the spirit of 
Irish patriotism is elevated in its aims— comprehensive in 
its objects — ^tolerant and enlightened — ^wise in deliberation 
— just and beneficent in action ? 

Let this conviction firmly establish itself in the nunds of 
all classes of Irishmen, and tiie functions of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee of the Repeal Association, will soon 
devolve upon the Queen, Lords, and Commons of Ireland. 

Signed an behalf of the Parliamentary Committee 
of the Repeal Association^ 

WILLIAM S. O'BRIEN, 
Chairman, 
November, 1844. 
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